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DEAN     S  W  I  F  T's 

CORRESPONDENCE, 


LETTER      CLXIV. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Whitehall,  July  9,  1713. 

WE  are  all  running  headlong  into  the 
greateft  confufion  imaginable.  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer  *  is  gone  into  the 
country  this  morning,  I  believe  much  difcontent- 
ed  ;  and  I  am  very  apprehenfive,  neither  Lord 
Anglefey  f ,  nor  he,  will  continue  long  with  us.  I 
heartily  wifh  you  were  here,  for  you  might  cer- 
tainly be  of  great  ufe  to  us,  by  your  endeavours  to 
reconcile,  and  by  reprefenting  to  them  the  infalli- 
ble confequences  of  thefe  divifions.  We  had  letters 
this  morning  from  Ireland.  What  is  the  reafon 
I  had  none  from  you  ?  Adieu.  I  hope  your  want 
of  health  is  not  the  caufe. 

VOL.  XV.  A  LET- 

*  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

f  Arthur,  who  was  joint  Vice-Treafurer  of  Ireland,  \vith  Eel* 
••vard  Earl  of  Clarendon. 


2  DEAN    SWIFT's 

.LETTER      CLXV. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQj    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Whitehall,   July  30,  1713. 

THIS  day  fe'nnight,  the  Queen  goes  to  Hamp- 
ton-Court, and  the  Monday  following  to 
Windfor.  I  fancy,  by  that  time,  Mr  Bromly  * 
will  be  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room  of  my 
Lord  f.  Lord  Treafurer  was  abroad  this  even- 
ing, for  the,  firft  time,  after  a  fortnight's  illnefs. 
I  hear  there  came  a  dozen  of  letters  from  you, 
by  the  fame  poft,  to  your  friends  here.  My  Lord 
Treafurer  defires  you'll  make  all  poffible  hafte 
over,  for  we  want  you  extremely. 

LETTER       CLXVI. 

MR    LEWIS    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


Whitehall)  Aiiguftf),  1713. 
HAVE  fo  often,  and  in  fo  preffing  a  man- 
ner, delired  you  to  come  over,  that,  if  what 
1'liave  already  faid  has  no  effect,  I  fliall  defpair 
of  better  fuccefs  by  any  further  arguments.  If  I 


*  William  Bromly,  Efq;  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  Aug. 
j?  I? II)  in  the  room  of  William  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  made 
.l,ord  Privy  Seal. 

f  Dartmouth,  to  whom  Mr  Lewis  had  been  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE.  g 

were  to  recapitulate  the  feveral  reafons*  you  offer 
to  the  contrary,  and  anfwer  them  feparately,  I 
fhould  grow  peevifh  ;  which  I  have  no  way  to 
avoid,  but  by  telling  you  in  general,  it  is  all 
wrong.  You  and  I  hive  already  laid  it  down  for 

a  maxim,  that  we  muft  ferve  Lord  T *, 

without  receiving  orders,  or  particular  inftruc- 
tions ;  and  I  do  not  yet  fee  a  reafon  for  changing 
that  rule.  His  mind  has  been  communicated  more 
freely  to  you  than  any  other  f ;  but  you  will  not 
underftand  it.  The  defires  of  great  men  an; 
commands  ;  at  leaft  the  only,  ones,  I  hope,  they 
ever  will  be  able  to  ufe.  You  have  a  mind  to  fray 
in  Ireland  till  October ;  and  clefire  me  to  give  my 
opinion,  whether  you  fliould  come  fooner.  I 
anfwer,  yes.  Then  you  bid  me  confider  again ; 
that  is,  you  would  have  me  fay,  I  am  of  opinion 
you  fliould  flay  till  October.  When  judges 
would  have  a  jury  change  their  verdict,  they  bid 
them  confider  again  ;  when  a  man  is  determined 
to  marry  a  woman,  and  his  friend  advifes  him 
againft  it,  he  afks  his  opinion  again  ;  and  if  his 
friend  is  fo  filly  as  not  to  alter  his  advice,  he  mar- 
ries without  it.  I  am  as  much  in  the  fpleen  now 
I  am  anfwering  your  letter,  as  you  were  when 
you  writ  it.  Come  over  ;  you  will  cure  yourfelf 
and  me  too.  Adieu. 

A  2  L  E  T- 

*  Treafurcr. 

f  By  this  it  appears,  that  the  late  Lord  Orrery  was  miftaken, 
when  he  faid,  that  Swift  was  employed,   not  truftcd. 
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L"    E    T    T    E    R      CLXVII. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    I>R    SWIFT. 

Paris,  Auguft  15-6, 

AS  I  did  not  expert,  my  good  friend  Jona- 
than, to  have  received  a  letter  from  you 
at  Dublin,  fo  I  am  fure  I  did  not  intend  to  write 
one*  thither  to  you  ;  but  Mr  Rofingrave  *  thinks 
it  may  do  him  fervice,  in  recommending  him  to 
you.  If  fo,  I  am  very  glad  of  it ;  for  it  can  be 
of  no  other  ufe  imaginable.  I  have  writ  letters 
now  above  twenty-two  years.  1  have  taken  towns, 
deflroyed  fleets,  made  treaties,  and  fettled  com- 
merce in  letters.  And  what  of  all  this  ?  Why, 
nothing  j  but  that  I  have  had  fome  fubjedt  to 


*  Thomas  Rofingrave,  a  celebrated  performer  in  mufic. 
When  he  arrived  in  Ireland,  he  played  a  voluntary  at  St  Pa- 
trick's cathedral;  Dr  Pratt,  then  provoft  of  Dublin-college,  and 
the  Dean,  being  prefent.  The  DodV>r,  who  happened  to  dine 
at  the  deanry  the  fame  day,  was  fo  extravagant  in  his  encomi- 
ums on  Rofingrave's  voluntary,  that  feveral  of  the  company 
faid  they  wifhed  they  had  heard  it.  Do  you  ?  faid  S'Aift ;  then 
you  (hall  hear  it  frill  :  And  he  immediately  fung  out  fo  lively, 
and  yet  fo  ridiculous  an  imitation  of  it,  that  all  the  company 
•were  kept  in  continual  laughter,  except  one  old  gentleman,  who 
fat  with  great  compofure ;  and  though  he  Mened,  yet  (hewed 
neither  curiofity  nor  approbation,  After  the  entertainment,  he 
was  afked  by  fome  of  the  company,  how  it  happened  that  he 
had  been  no  more  affected  by  the  muf.c  ?  To  which  he  anfwered, 
with  great  gravity,  that  he  heard  Mr  Rofingrave  play  it  himfdf 
before. 
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write  upon.  .But  to  write  a  letter,  only  becaufe 
Mr  Rofingrave  has  a  mind  to  carry  one  in  his 
pocket,  to  tell  you  that  you  are  fure  of  a  friend- 
fhip  which  can  never  do  you  three-pence  worth 
of  good,  and  to  wifli  yoirwell  in  England  very 
foon,  when  I  do  not  know  when  I  am  likeiy  to 
be  there  myfelf:  All  this,  I  fay,  is  veryabfurd 
for  a  letter,  efpecially  when  1  have  this  day  writ- 
ten a  dozen  much  more  to  the  purpofe.  If  I  had 
feen  your  manuscript  *  ;  if  I  received  Dr  Par'nell's 
poem  ;  if  I  had  any  news  of  Landen  being  taken  ; 
why,  well  and  good:  But  as  I  kaow  no  more, 
than  that  the  Duke,  of  Shrewsbury  defigns  for 
England  within  three  weeks  ;  that  I  muft  ftay 
here  till  fomebody  elfe  comes,  and  then  brings 
me  necefiarily  to  fay,  good  Mr  Dean,  that  I  nm 
like  the  fellow  in  the  Rehearfal,  who  did,  not 
know  if  he  was  to  be  merry  or  lerl'vjs,  or  in 
what  way  or  mood  to  act  his  part.  Cne  thing/ 
only  I  am  allured  of,  that  I  love  you  very  well  ; 
and  am,  mod  imcertly  and  faithfully,  de.i; 
your  fervant  and  brother  f, 

M.    PRIOR. 

Lord  and  Lady  Shrewsbury  g'vc  their  fervics  to 

you.   Var.homrigh  has  run  terribly  here  in  ucbt ; 

and,  being  in  durance,   has  fent  to  his  mother 

upon  pecuniary  concerns.     Adieu,  once  more. 

A  3  What 

*  Of  the  1-Mory  of  tl/e  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
|  lie 'was  onv  of  the  fifteen. 
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What  we  are  doing,  or  what  is  become  of  us, 
I  know  not. 

Prudens  fuiurl  temporis  exititm 
Caliginofa  fiofle  permit  Deus, 
Ridetque 

This  is  all  the  Latin  and  writing  I  can  at  pre- 
fent  fpare  you. 

Pray  give  my  fervice  to  your  Chancellor  *,  and 
be  much  acquainted  with  Judge  Nutely,  and  love 
him  very  well  for  my  fake.  Adieu.  Once  more, 
find  out  my  coufin  Pennyfather,  and  Nutely,  (if 
he  is  not  too  grave  for  you) ;  and,  according  to 
the  laudable  cuftom  of  your  country,  drink  this 
Louis  out,  for  a  token  of  my  generofity,  and  your 
fobriety.  And  now,  I  think,  I  have  furniihed 
out  a  very  pretty  letter. 


LETTER      CLXVIII. 

DR  SMALRIDGE   (AFTERWARDS  BISHOP  OF 
BRISTOL)  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN,  September  27,  1713. 

•  HEN  you  was  fo  kind  as  to  favour  the 
ma'fter  of  the  Temple  f ,  and  me,  with 
your  company  at  the  chaplain's  table   at  Ken- 

fingtoiij 

*  Sir  Conftantinc  Phipps. 

f  Dr  Sherlock,  afterwards  bifhop  of  London. 
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ilngton,  there  dined  with  us  one  Mr  Fiddes  f, 
a  well-deferving  clergyman,  whofe  circumftances, 
we  told  you,  were  not  at  all  fuitable  to  his  me- 
rits. You  exprefled,  on  that  occafion,  fo  gene- 
rous a  concern  for  him,  and  fo  great  a  readinefs 
to  do  him  any  good  offices  which  might  lie  in 
your  way,  that  he  feems  to  think  he  fhould  be 
wanting  to  himfelf,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to 
cultivate  an  intereft  with  one  fo  willing  and  fo 
able  to  ferve  him.  He  has  therefore  made  re- 
peated inftances  to  me,  that  I  would  remind 
you  of  him,  which  I  fiiould  not  have  hearkened 
to,  were  I  not  aflured,  that  you  would  excufe, 
if  not  thank  me,  for  furnHhing  you  with  an 
opportunity  of  doing  a  generous  and  good- 
natured  thing.  You  will  not,  I  fancy,  think  a 
formal  application  to  any  great  man  in  his  behalf, 
either  proper  or  requiilte  ;  but  if  you  fliould, 
upon  the  perufal  of  one  or  two  of  his  fcrmons, 
think  as  well  of  them  as  I  do,  and  fhould,  in 
converfation  with  my  Lord  Treafurer,  exprefs 
a  good  opinion  of  the  author,  one  kind  word 
from  you,  feafonably  dropped,  might  determine 
his  fortune,  and  give  you  the  fatisfaclion  of 
having  made  .him  and  his  family  happy  as  they 
can  wifh  to  be.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fervant,  GEO.  SMALRIDGE. 

LET- 

f  Richard  Fkides,  afterwards  D.  D.  author  of  a  Body  of 
Divinity,  the  Life  of  Cardinal  Woifey,  &c. 
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LETTER      CLXfX. 

LORD    CHANCELLOR    PHIPPS    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Oct.    10,   1713. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  of  the 
twenty-fecond  of  September,' and  had  fooner 
acknowledged  it,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  by 
the  conftant  hurry  we  have  been  in,  with  re- 
lation to  the  city  and  parliament  affairs. 

I  heartily  congratulate  your  fafe  arrival  in 
London  ;  and  return  you,  with  all  the  'gratitude 
imaginable,  my  thanks  for  the  great  trouble  you 
have  given  yourfelf,  as  well  on  behalf  of  my  fon 
in  particular,  as  of  this  kingdom  in  general. 
And  I  am  forry  you  fhould  venture  fo  far  as  to 
burn  your  fingers  ;  but  you  prove,  fuch  misfor- 
tunes often  happen  to  gentlemen,  who  have  a 
hearty  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  their  friends.  But 
this  comfort  attends  them,  that  the  burning  goes 
off  foon  ;  whereas  the  credit  and  honour  of 
ferving  one's  friend,  laft  always.  The  account 
you  fent  me  of  Mr  Worfley's  being  an  envoy, 
was  new,  and  had  not  reached  us  before  your 
letter  came.  I  know  not  how  fufHciently  to  ac- 
knowledge the  obligations  you  have  laid  on  me  j 
but  aflure  you,  if  you  have  any  commands  on 
this  fide  of  the  water,  there  is  no  one  will  be 
more  proud  of  being  honoured  with  them,  than 
he  who  is,  with  very  great  refpect,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant,  CON.  PHIPPS. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CLXX. 

LORD    CHANCELLOR    PH1PPS    TO   DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublin,  Oft.  24,   1713. 

I  AM  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind  letters  of 
the  eighth   and  tenth   inftant,  and    1  very 
:!y  acknowledge   the  obligation.     That   of 
the   eighth  gave    me  a  great   many  melancholy 
thoughts,  when  I  reflected  upon  the  danger  our 
conftitution  is   in,  by  the  neglect  and  fupinenefs 
of  our  friends,  and  the  vigilance  and  unanimity 
of  our  enemies  :    But  I  hope   your  parliament 
proving  ib  goo^l  .^en  our  friends,  and 

unite  them  more  firmly,  and  make  them  more 
active.  *  - 

That  part  of  your  letter  of  the  tenth,  which 
J  to  my  fon,  gave  me  a  great  fatisfaction  ; 
for  though  your  commifiioncrs  here  have  heard 
"g  of  it,  yet  I  believed  Mr  Reightly  might 
;  over  full  inftruclions  in  it :  But  he  is  ar- 
rived, and  knows  nothing  of  it ;  fo  that  what- 
ever good  intentions  my  Lord  Treafurer  had  in 
relation  to  my  fon,  hi  r>  has   forgotten 

to  give  any  directions  concerning  him ;  for,  with 
bim,  things  are  juft  ..s  they  were  when  you  left 
Dublin.  If  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  put  his  Lord- 
fhip  in  mind  of  it,  you  will  be  very  obliging. 

I  cannot  difcharge  the  part  of  a  friend,  if  I 
omit  to  let  you  know,  that  your  great  neighbour 

M 
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at  St  Pulcher's  is  very  angry  with  you.  He 
accufeth  you  for  going  away  without  taking  your 
leave  of  him,  and  intends  in  a  little  time  to  com- 
pel you  to  refide  at  your  deanry.  He  lays  fome 
other  things  to  your  charge,  which  you  fhall 
know  in  a  little  time. 

We  hourly  expect  my  Lord  Lieutenant  *. 
The  Whigs  begin  to  be  fenfible  they  muft  expect 
no  great  countenance  from  him ;  and  begin  to 
be  a  little  down  in  the  mouth,  fiace  they  find 
Broderick  is  not  to  be  their  Speaker  f.  I  am, 
with  very  great  truth,  your  moft  obedient  fer- 
vant. 


LETTER      CLXXL 

DR.    DAVENANT    £    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Windfor,  Nov..  3,    1713, 

YOU  [have  the  character  of  employing,  in 
good  offices  to  others,  the  honour  and 
happinefs  you  have  of  being  often  with  my  Lord 
Treafurer.  This  ufe  of  your  accefs  to  him,  is 
an  uncommon  inftance  of  generofity,  deferving 
the  higheft  praifes  ;  for,  moft  commonly,  mea 
are  moft  apt  to  convert  fuch  advantages  to  their 

own 

*  Duke  of  Slirewfbury. 

•f-  He  was,  however,  chofen  Speaker,  by  a  majority  of  four 
voices.' 
J  Infpedor-Geneval  of  the  exports  and  imports. 
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own  fingle  intereft,  without  any  regard  of  others, 
though,  in  my  poor  opinion,  not  fo  wifely.  Acts 
of  friendfhip  create  friends,  even  among  ftran- 
gers,  that  tafte  not  of  them  ;  and,  in  my  expe- 
rience, I  hardly  ever  knew  a  man  friendly  in 
the  courfe  of  his  proceedings,  but  he  was  fup- 
ported  in  the  world  ;  ingratitude  being  the  vice, 
of  which  the  generality  of  men  are  moft  alham- 
ed  to  be  thought  guilty. 

My  fon  *  and  i  have  reafons  to  return  to  you 
our  thanks,  for  what  you  have  already  done  of 
this  kind  in  his  favour,  and  we  beg  the  conti- 
nuance of  it.  Minifters  of  ftate  have  fucli  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufinefs,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they 
forget  low  individuals  ;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  pri- 
vate perfons  muft  be  beholden  to  fome  good- 
natured  man,  to  put  thofe  in  power  in  mind  of 
them  ;  otherwife  they  may  be  forgotten,  till  old 
age  overtakes  them.  Such  well-difpofed  remem- 
brancers deferve  accefs,  familiarity,  and  intereft 
with  great  men ;  and,  perhaps,  they  are  the 
moft  ufeful  fervants  they  can  countenance  in 
their  hours  of  leifure. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  that,  in  point  of  time,  he 
is  above  all  pretenders  to  foreign  bufinefs  ;  thac 
his  affairs  have  now  depended  almoft  three  years ; 
thatj  in  the  interim,  it  has  gone  very  hard  with 
him  ;  and,  that  he  gave  a  very  early  inftance  of 
his  zeal  to  the  prefent  adminiftration.  But  what 

he 

*  Ilcry  Davcr.ant,  Efq;  who  had  been  employed  in  Germa- 
in v  as  Rcfident. 
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he  builds  his  hopes  moft  upon,  is  the  promife 
my  Lord  Treafurer  was  pleafed  to  make  to  the 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  juft  as  his  Grace  left 
Windfor,  that  a  provifion  fhould  be  made  for 
Mr  Davenant.  We  muft  intreat  you  to  find 
forne  lucky  moment,  of  reprefenting  to  my  Lord, 
that  the  young  man  is  preiTed  by  a  nearer  con- 
cern than  that  of  making  his  fortune,  and  that 
lovers  can  hardly  be  perfuaded  to  be  as  patient 
as  other  men.  The  Duke  has  carried  his  miftrefs 
from  him,  and  will  not  confent  tb  make  him 
happy,  till  he  fees  him  in  fome  way  of  being  fet- 
tled, in  which  how  anxious  any  delay  muft  be 
(pofleffion  depending  upon  it)  he  leaves  you  to 
judge,  who  have  fo  well  ftudied  mankind,  and. 
who  know,  that  love  is  a  paflion,  in  one  of  his 
age,  much  ftronger  than  ambition.  I  beg  your 
pardon  for  this  long  trouble  ;  and  am,  Sir,  your 
moft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

CHA.   DAVENANT. 


LETTER      CLXXIL 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DOCTOR,  Nov.  3,  1713.  Eleven. o'clock  at  night. 

I  HOPE  your  fervant  has  told  you,  I  fent  to 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  come  hither  to  to- 
night ;  but  fince  you  could  not  conveniently,  I 
hope  you  will  not  deny  me  the  fatisfaction  of 
i  feeing 
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feeing  you  to-morrow  morning.  My  Lord  loins 
with  me  in  that  requeft,  and  will  fee  no  com- 
pany but  you.  I  hope  you  will  come  before 
ten  o'clock,  becaufe  he  is  to  go  at  that  hour  to 
"Windfor.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  fending  fo  . 
early,  as  I  have  ordered  them  to  carry  this  ;  but 
the  fear  of  your  being  gone  abroad,  if  they  went 
later,  occafioned  that  trouble  given  you,  by,  Sir, 
your  mod  fincere  and  moft  faithful  humble  fer- 
vant,  M.  ORMOND. 


LETTER      CLXXIII. 

TO  LORD  TREASURER  OXFORD. 

On  the  Death  of  his  Daughter  the  Marchionefs 
'of  Caermarthen. 

MY  LORD,  November  21,   1713. 

*\7"OUR.  Lordfhip  is  the  perfon  in  the  world 
JL  to  whom  every  body  ought  to  be  falent 
upon  fuch  an  occafion  as  this,  which  is  only  to 
be  fupported  by  the  greateft  wifdom  and  ftrength 
of  mind  j  wherein,  God  knows,  the  wifeft  and 
beft  of  us,  who  would  prefume  to  offer  their 
thoughts,  are  far  your  inferiors.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  a  great  misfortune  is  apt  to  weaken 
the  mind,  and  difturb  the  underflanding.  This, 
indeed,  might  be  fome  pretence  to  us  to  adaiini- 
fter  our  confolations,  if  we  had  been  wholly 
ftrangers  to  the  perfon  gone.  But,  my  Lord, 
VOL.  XV.  B  whoever 
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whoever  had  the  honour  to  know  her,  wants  a 
comforter  as  much  as  your  Lordfhip  ;  becaufe, 
though  their  lofs  is  not  fo  great,  yet  they  have 
not  the  fame  firmnefs  and  prudence,  to  fupport 
the  want  of  a  friend,  a  patronefs,  a  benefactor, 
as  you  have  to  fupport  that  of  a  daughter.  My 
Lord,  both  religion  and  reafon  forbid  me  to  have 
the  leaft  concern  for  that  Lady's  death,  upon 
her  own  account :  And  he  muft  be  an  ill  Chri- 
ftian,  or  a  perfect  ftranger  to  her  virtues,  who 
would  not  wifli  himfelf,  with  all  fubmiflion  to 
God  Almighty's  will,  in  her  condition.  But  your 
Lordfliip,  who  hath  loft  fuch  a  daughter  j  and 
we,  who  have  loft  fuch  a  friend  ;  and  the  world, 
which  hath  loft  fuch  an  example  j  have,  in  our 
feveral  degrees,  greater  caufe  to  lament,  than  per- 
haps was  ever  given  by  any  private  perfon  be- 
fore. For,  my  Lord,  I  have  fat  down  to  think 
of  every  amiable  quality  that  could  enter  into 
the  compofltion  of  a  Lady,  and  could  not  fingle 
out  one  which  fhe  did  not  poffefs,  in  as  high  a 
perfection  as  human  nature  is  capable  of.  But, 
as  to  your  Lordfhip's  own  particular,  as  it  is  an 
unconceivable  misfortune,  to  have  loft  fuch  a 
daughter  j  fo  it  is  a  pofleffion  which  few  can 
boaft  of,  to  have  had  fuch  a  daughter.  I  have 
often  faid  to  your  Lordfliip,  that  I  never  knew 
any  one,  by  many  degrees,  fo  happy  in  their  do- 
mefties  as  you  ;  and  I  affirm  you  are  fo  ftill,  tho' 
not  by  fo  many  degrees :  From  whence  it  is  very- 
obvious,  that  your  Lordihip  fhould  reflect  upon 

what 
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what  you  have  left,    and   not   upon   what  you 
have  loft. 

To  fay  the  truth,  my  Lord,  you  began  to  be 
foo  happy  for  a  mortal ;  much  more  happy  than 
is  ufual  with  the  difpenfations  of  providence 
long  to  continue.  You  had  been  the  great  in- 
ftrument  of  preferviug  your  country  from  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  ruin  :  You  have  had  the  feli- 
city of  eftablifhing  your  family  in  the  greatefl 
luftre,  without  any  obligation  to  the  bounty  of 
your  prince,  or  any  induftry  of  your  own  :  You 
have  triumphed  over  the  violence  and  treachery 
of  your  enemies,  by  your  courage  and  abilities  ; 
and,  by  the  fteadinefs  of  your  temper,  over  the 
inconftancy  and  caprice  of  your  friends.  Per- 
haps your  Lord  (hip  has  felt  too  much  compla- 
cency within  yourfelf,  upon  this  univerfal  fuccefs : 
And  God  Almighty,  who  would  not  difappoint 
your  endeavours  for  the  public,  thought  fit  to 
punifh  you  with  a  domeftic  lofs,  where  he  knew 
your  heart  was  moft  expoftd ;  'and,  at  the  fame 
time,  has  fulfilled  his  own  wife  purpofes,  by  re- 
warding, in  a  better  life,  that  excellent  creature 
he  has  taken  from  you. 

I  know  not,  my  Lord,  why  I  write  this  to 
you,  nor  hardly  what  I  am  writing.  I  am  fure 
it  is  not  from  any  compliance  with  form ;  it  is 
not  from  thinking  mat  I  can  give  your  Lordfliip 
any  eafe.  1  think  it  was  an  impulfe  upon  me, 
that  I  fhould  fay  fomcthing  :  And*  whether  I 
fhall  fend  you  what  I  have  written,  I  am  yet  in 
doubt,  Sec. 

B  2  LET- 


i5  D  E  A  N    S  W  I'FT's 

LETTER      CLXXIV. 

JUDGE-  NUTLET    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Dublin,   Nov.  21,    1713. 

1C  AN'T  help  telling  you,  that  I  think  you  do 
me  great  wrong,  in  charging  me  with  being 
too  civil,  and  with  want  of  plainnefs  in  my  let- 
ters to  you.  If  you  will  be  abundant  in  your 
favours  to  me,  how  can  I  forbear  thanking  you  .? 
and  if  you  will  call  that  by  a  wrong  name,  that 
is  your  fault,  and  not  mine.  I  hope  I  fhall  be 
able  to  convince  you  of  your  miftake,  by  putting 
you  in  the  place  of  the  party  obliged  ;  and  then 
I  will  fhew  you,  that  I  can  be  as  ready  as  you  are 
in  doing  good  offices  for  a  friend  ;  and  when 
I  have  done  them,  can  treat  you  as  you  do  me, 
as  if  you  were  the  benefactor,  and  I  had  received 
the  favour.  I  am  forry  I  did  not  keep  the  copy 
of  my  letter  to  you,  that  I  might  compare  it 
with  that  which  I  fhall  have  from  you,  when- 
ever I  fhall  be  fo  happy  .as  to  receive  one  from 
you  upon  that  {object  ;  for  I  am  thoroughly 
perfuaded,  you  will  then  as  much  out-do  me  in 
civility  of  expreffion,  as  you  do  now  in  the  power 
of  conferring  favours. 

By   this  time,    I  hope,  I   have  fatisfied  yon, 
that  it  is  fit  for  me  (and  I  am  refolved)  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fenfe  I  have  of  your  friendfhip,  in  as 
high  a  manner  as  I  can,  until  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  of  making  a  better  return  :  But  to  fhew 
you,  that  it  is  as  uneafy  to  me  to  write  civil  things, 
as  it  can  be  to  you  to  read  them,  I  will,  as  often 
as  I  can,  do  you  fervices,  that  I  may  not  be  at 
the  trouble,  or  bear  the  reproach,  of  being  conv- 
plaifant. 

I  am  fo  much  a  philofopher  as  to  know,  that 
to  be  great,  is  to  be,  but  not  to  be  thought,  mi- 
ferable,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  among 
them,  who  allow  retaliation  ;  and  therefore,  fince 
you  have  declared  your  intention  of  loading  me 
with  cares,  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can,  make  you  ien- 
fible  of  the  hurt  you  do  me,  by  laying  a  like 
burthen  upon  you. 

I  thank  you  moft  fincerely  for  the  clear  and 
full  information  you  have  given  me  of  your 
grand  church  affair.  It  entirely  agrees  with  my 
judgment ;  for  I  do  think,  that  what  you  pro- 
pofe,  will  be  the  beft  fervice  that  has  been  clone 
to  this  church  and  kingdom  fince  the  Reftora- 
tion  ;  and  the  doing  it  foon,  will  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  Queen's  affairs  at  this  juncture. 
For  it  has  been  given  out  among  the  party,  that 
the  miniftry  have  an  eye  towards  the  Whigs  ; 
and  that,  if  they  now  exert  themfelves,  they 
will  Toon  'have  an  open  declaration  in  their  fa- 
vour. We  have  a  remarkable  proof  of  this ; 
for  Mr  Brodrick  has  engaged  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  parliament-men  (many  of  them 
not  of  his  party)  to  promife  him  their  votes  for 
Speaker,  by  telling  them  he  has  the  approbation 
of  the  miniftry  and  Lord  Lieutenant  j  and  fiuce 
B  3 
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his  Grace  has  made  known  her  Majefty's  pJea- 
fure,  a  new  word  is  given  out,  -tl.vat  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  are  in  the  Lift  danger,  and 
tliat  the  Crown  is  attempting  the  nomination  of 
a  Speaker.  I  own  I  am  no  politician  \  but  I 
think  I  underftand  the  pofture  of  affairs  here  : 
And  I  am  affured,  that  the  church-party  is  fo 
jfh  ong,  that  if  any  thing  be  done  on  your  fide, 
to  excite  their  zeal,  and  difcourage  their  adver- 
faries,  there  will  be  but  a  fhort  ftruggle  here. 
But  if  the  Whigs  are  permitted  to  hope,  or,  what 
is  as  bad,  to  boaft  of  their  expectations,  and  no- 
thing is  done  to  enable  others  to  .confute  them, 
they  will,  'tis  probable,  be  able  to  give  trouble 
to  the  government ;  and  what  is  now  eafy  to  be 
effected,  will  become  difficult  by  delay  :  And 
I  fear,  the  want  of  doing  this  in  time,  will  oc- 
calion  fome  uneafincfs  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury ;  for  to  this  is  owing  the  doubtful  difpute, 
who  fhall  be  Speaker. 

I  have 'fhewed  your  letter  to  the  gentleman 
chiefly  concerned  in  it.  This  I  did,  becaule  I 
knew  it  woxild  produce  a  full  expreffion  of  his 
fentunents  ;  and  I  can  allure  you,  whatever  occa- 
{ion  may  have  been  given  you  to  think  what  you 
i",iy  in  your  letter,  he  has  a  true  fenfe  of  your 
friendfiiip  to  him.  I  will  be  guarantee,  that, 
according  to  the  po\ver  it  has,  he  will  be  ready 
to  ferve  you,  and  that  in  kind. 

My  Lord   Chancellor  will   &nd  you  his  own 
thanks.     I  am,  moft  truly  and  fincerely, 
Youi's,  c°:c. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CLXXV. 

MR    POPE    TO    DR    SWIFT  *. 

S  I  R,  Binfidd,  Dec.  8,  1713. 

NOT  to  trouble  you  at  prefent  with  a  recital 
of  all  my  obligations  to  you,  I  (hall  only 
men iion  two  things,  which  I  take  particularly 
kind  of  you  :  Your  defire  that  I  fhould  write  to 
you  ;  and  your  propofal  of  giving  me  twenty 
guineas  to  change  my  religion  ;  which  lift  you 
muft  give  me  leave  to  make  the  fubject  of  this 
letter. 

Sure,  no  clergyman  ever  offered  fo  much  out 
of  his  own  purfe,  for  the  fake  of  any  religion. 
'Tis  almoft  as  many  pieces  of  gold,  as  an  apoftle 
could  get  of  filver  from  the  priefts  of  old,  on  a 
much  more  valuable  consideration.  I  believe  it 
will  be  better  worth  my  while,  to  propofe  a  change 
of  my  faith,  by  fubfcription,  than  a  tranflation  of 
Homer  :  And,  to  convince  you  how  well  difpofed 
I  am  to  the  reformation,  I  {hall  be  content,  if 
you  can  prevail  with  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the 
miniftry,  to  rife  to  the  fame  fum,  each  of  them, 
on  this  pious  account,  as  my  Lord  Hal i fix  has 
done  on  the  profane  one.  I  aili  afraid  there  is 

no 

*  This  letter  was  wrote  by  Mr  Pope,  in  anAver  to  one  from 
Dr  Swift,  v.;  hurt  in  he  had  jocofl.ly  nude  an  o;l'.-rf)  his  friend, 
of  a  fum  of  money,  ex  catij.  !/.!),  to 

induce  Mr  l\>]jc  to  change  hi>  n.rj..>.i.     - 
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no  being  at  once  a  poet  and  a  good  Chriftian  ; 
and  I  am  very  much  ftraitened  between  two,  while 
the  Whigs  feem  willing  to  contribute  as  much 
to  continue  me  the  one,  as  you  would  to  make 
me  the  other.  But  if  you  can  move  every  man 
in  the  government,  who  has  above  ten  thoufand 
pounds  a-year,  to  fubfcribe  as  much  as  yourfelf, 
I  fhall  become  a  convert,  as  moft  men  do,  when 
the  Lord  turns  it  to  my  intereft.  I  know  they 
have  the  truth  of  religion  fo  much  at  heart,  that 
they'd  certainly  give  more  to  have  one  good 
fubject  tranflated  from  Poperyv  to  the  Church  of 
England,  than  twenty  Heathenifh  authors  out  of 
any  unknown  tongue  into  our's.  I  therefore 
commiflion  you,  MR  DEAN,  with  full  authority, 
to  tranfacl  this  affair  in  my  name,  and  to  propofe 
as  follows.  Firft,  That  as  to  the  head  of  our 
church,  the  Pope,  I  may  engage  to  renounce  his 
power,  whenfoever  I  fhall  receive  any  particular 
indulgences  from  the  head  of  your  church,  the 
Queen. 

As  to  communion  in  one  kind,  I  fhall  alfo  pro- 
mife  to  change  it  for  a  communion  in  both,  as 
foon  as  the  miniftry  will  allow  me. 

For  invocations  to  faints,  mine  fhall  be  turned 
to  dedications  to  finners,  when  I  fhall  find  the 
great  ones  of  this  world,  as  willing  to  do  me  any 
good,  as  I  believe  thofe  of  the  other  are. 

You  fee  I  fhall  not  be  obftinate  in  the  main 
points.  But  there  is  one  article  I  muft  referve, 
and  which  you  feemed  not  unwilling  to  allow  me, 

Prayer 
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Prayer  for  the  dead.  There  are  people  to  whofe 
fouls  I  wifh  as  well  as  to  my  own  :  And  I  muft 
crave  leave  humbly  to  lay  before  them,  that  thp' 
the  fubfcriptions  above  mentioned,  will  fuffice  for 
myfelf,  there  are  necefiary  perquifites  and  addi- 
tions, which  I  muft  demand  on  the  fcore  of  this 
charitable  article.  It  is  alfo  to  be  confidered,  that 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  whofe  fouls  I  am  moft 
concerned  for,  were  unfortunately  heretics,  fchif- 
matics,  poets,  painters,  or  perfons  of  fuch  lives 
and  manners,  as  few  or  no  churches  are  willing 
to  fave.  The  expence  will  therefore  be  the  great- 
er, to  make  an  effectual  provifion  for  the  find 
fouls. 

Old  Dryden,  though  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  a 
poet ;  and  it  is  revealed  in  the  vifions  of  fome  an- 
ticnt  faints,  that  no  post  was  ever  faved  under 
fome  hundred  of  mafles.  I  cannot  fet  his  delivery 
from  purgatory,  at  lefs  than  fifty  pounds  Ster- 
ling. 

Walfli  was  not  only  a  Socinian,    but   (what 

you'll  own  is  harder  to  be  faved)  a  Whig.     He 

'  cannot  modeiUy  be  rated  at  lefs  than  an  hundred. 

L'Eft range  being  a  Tory,  we  compute  him  but 
at  twenty  pounds ;  which  I  hope  no  friend  of  the 
party  can  deny  to  give,  to  keep  him  from  damn- 
ing in  the  next  life,  confidering  they  never  gave 
him  fixpence  to  keep  him  from  flarving  in  this. 

All  this  together  amounts  to  one  hundred  and 
feventy  pounds. 

In  the  next  place,  I  muft  defire  you  to  repre- 

fent, 
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fent,  that  there  are  feveral  of  my  friends  yet  liv- 
ing, whom  I  defign,  God  willing,  to  outlive,  in 
confederation  of  legacies  ;  out  of  which  it  is  a 
doctrine  in  the  Reformed  Church,  that  not  a 
farthing  (hall  be  allowed  to  fave  their  fouls  who 
gave  them. 

There  is  one  *  *  *  *,  who  will  die  within  thefe 
few  months,  with  ******,  One  Mr  Jervas,  who 
hath  grievoufly  offended,  in  making  the  likenefs 
of  almoft  all  things  in  heaven  above,  and  in  earth 
below  j  and  one  Mr  Gay,  an  unhappy  youth, 
who  writes  paftorals  during  the  time  of  divine 
fervice  ;  whofe  cafe  is  the  more  deplorable,  as  he 
hath  miferably  lavifhed  away  all  that  filver  he 
fhould  have  referved  for  his  foul's  health,  in  but- 
tons and  loops  for  his  coat. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  have  thefe  people  honeftly 
faved,  under  fome  hundred  pounds,  whether  you 
confider  the  difficulty  of  fuch  a  work,  or  the  ex- 
treme love  and  tendernefs  I  bear  them,  which 
will  infallibly  make  me  pufli  this  charity  as  far  as 
I  am  able.  There  is  but  one  more,  whofe  falvn- 
tion  I  infift  upon,  and  then  I  have  done  :  But 
indeed  it  may  prove  of  ,fo  much  greater  charge 
than  all  the  reft,  that  I  will  only  lay  the  cafe  be- 
fore you  and  the  miniftry,  and  leave  to  their  pru- 
dence and  generofity,  what  fum  they  fliall  think 
fit  to  beftow  upon  it. 

The  perfon  I  mean,  is  Dr  Swift,  a  dignified 
clergyman ;  but  one,  who,  by  his  own  confeffion, 
has  compofed  more  libels  than  fermons.  If  it  be 

true, 
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true,  what  I  have  heard  often  affirmed  by  inno- 
cent people,  That  too  much  wit  is  dangerous  to 
falvation,  this  unfortunate  gentleman  muft  cer- 
tainly be  damned  to  all  eternity.  But  I  hope  his 
long  experience  in  the  world,  and  frequent  cori- 
verfation  with  great  men,  will  caufe  him  (as  it  has 
fome  others)  to  have  lefs  and  lefs  wit  every  day. 
Be  it  as  it  will,  I  fhould  not  think  my  own  foul 
deferved  to  be  faved,  if  I  did  not  endeavour  to 
fave  his  ;  for  I  have  all  the  obligations  in  nature 
to  him.  He  has  brought  me  into  better  company 
than  I  cared  for  ;  made  me  merrier,  when  I  was 
fick,  than  I  had  a  mind  to  be,  and  put  me  upon 
making,  poems,  on  purpofe  that  he  might  alter 
them,  &c. 

I  once  thought  I  could  never  have  difcharged 
my  debt  to  his  kindnefs  ;  but  have  lately  been  in- 
formed, to  my  unfpeakable  comfort,  that  I  have 
more  than  paid  it  all.  For  Monf.  de  Montagne 
has  allured  me,  "  That  the  perfon,  who  receives 
"  a  benefit,  obliges  the  giver :"  For  fince  the 
chief  endeavour  of  one  friend,  is  to  do  good  to 
the  other  ;  he  who  adminifters  both  the  matter 
and  occafion,  is  the  man  who  is  liberal.  At  this 
rate  it  is  impoffible  Dr  Swift  fhould  be  ever  out 
of  my  debt,  as  matters  Hand  already  :  And  for 
the  future,  he  may  expect  daily  more  obligations 
from  his  moft  faithful,  affectionate,  humble  fer- 
vant,  A.  POPE. 

I  have  finifhed  the  Rape  of  the  Lock  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve I  may  ftay  here  till  Chriftmas,  without  hin- 
derance  of  bufmefs. 

LET. 
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LETTER      CLXXVL 

DR  SWIFT  TO  DR  STERNE,  BISHOP  OF  DROMORE. 

MY  LORD,  London^  Dec.  19,  1713. 

I  HAVE  two  letters  from  you  to  acknow- 
ledge, one  of  the  fifth,"  and  the  other  of 
the  eleventh  inftant.  I  am  very  glad  it  lies  in 
my  way  to  do  any  fervice  to  Mr  Worral  *,  and 
that  his  merits  and  my  inclinations  agree  fo  well. 
I  wrote  this  poft  to  Dr  Syne,  to  admit  him.  I 
am  glad  your  Lordfhip  thinks  of  removing  your 
palace  to  the  old,  or  fome  better  place.  I  wifh 
I  were  near  enough  to  give  my  approbation  ; 
and  if  you  do  not  chufe  till  fummer,  I  {hall, 
God  willing,  attend  you.  Your  fecond  letter 
is  about  Dr  Marfh,  who  is  one  I  always  loved, 
and  have  fhewn  it  lately,  by  doing  every  thing 
he  could  defire  from  a  brother.  I  Ihould  be 
glad,  for  fome  reafons,  that  he  would  get  a  re- 
commendation from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or 
at  leaft  that  he  be  named.  I  cannot  fay  more 
at  this  diftance,  but  afiure  him,  that  all  due 
care  is  taken  of  him.  1  have  had  an  old Tcheme, 
as  your  Lordfhip  may  remember,  of  dividing  the 
bifhoprics  of  Kilmore  and  Ardagh  f.  I  advifed 
i  it 

*  See  note  preceding  the  firft  letter  to  Mr  Worral  in  this 
colleftion. 

•f  Theie  fees  were  then  vacant,  and  were  granted  the  month 
following-  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  chaplain,  Dr  Godwyn. 
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it  many  months  ago,  and  repeated  it  lately  ;  and 
the  Queen  and  mihiftry,  I  fuppofe,  are  fallen 
into  it.  I  did  likewife  lay  very  earneflly  before 
proper  perfons,  the  juftice,  and  indeed  neceffity, 
of  chufing  to  promote  thofe  of  the  kingdom  ; 
which  advice  has  been  hearkened  to,  and  I  hope 
will  be  followed.  I  would  likewife  fay  fomething 
in  relation  to  a  friend  of  your  Lordfliip's  ;  but 
I  can  only  venture  thus  much,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  done,  and  you  may  eafily  guefs  the  reafons. 
I  know  not  who  are  named  among  you,  for 
the  preferments  ;  and,  my  Lord,  this  "is  a  very 
nice  point  to  talk  of,  at  the  diftance  I  am.  I 
know  a  perfon  there,  better  qualified,  perhaps, 
than  any  that  will  fucceed.  But,  my  Lord,  our 
thoughts  here  are,  that  your  kingdom  leans  too 
much  one  way ;  and,  believe  me,  it  cannot  do 
fo  long,  while  the  Queen  and  adminiftration  here 
a£t  upon  fo  very  different  a  foot.  This  is  more 
than  I  care  to  fay  ;  and  I  will  for  once  venture 
to  ftep  farther,  than,  perhaps,  difcretion  fhould 
let  me,  that  I  never  faw  fo  great  a  firmnefs  in 
the  Court,  as  there  now  is,  to  purfue  thofe  mea- 
fures  upon  which  this  miniftry  began,  whatever 
fome  people  may  pretend  to  think  to  the  contrary: 
And  were  certain  objections,  made  againft  fome 
perfons  we  both  know,  removed,  I  believe  I 
might  have  been  inftrumental  to  the  fervice  of 
fome,  whom  I  much  efteem.  Pick  what  you 
can  out  of  all  this,  and  believe  me  to  be  ever 
your's,  &c. 

VOL.  XV.  C  LET- 
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LETTER      CLXXVIL 

LORD    PRIMATE    LINDSAY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S   I  R,  December  26,    1713. 

YOUR's  of  December  the  8th  I  have  re- 
ceived, and  have  obeyed  your  commands  ; 
but  am  much  troubled  to  find,  that  the  trade  of 
doing  ill  offices  is  ftill  continued.  As  for  my  part, 
I  can  entirely  clear  myfelf,  from  either  writing  or 
faying  any  thing  to  any  one's  prejudice  upon  this 
occafion  *  ;  and  if  others  have  wounded  me  in 
the  dark,  it  is  no  more  than  they  have  done  be- 
fore :  For  Archbifhop  Tillotfon  formerly  remem- 
bered," that  if  he  fliould  hearken  to  what  the  Irifh 
clergy  faid  of  one  another,  there  was  not  a  man 
in  the  whole  country,  that  ought  to  be  preferred. 
We  are  now  adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  and 
the  Commons  for  three  weeks.  I  hear  our  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  not  well  pleafed,  that  we  have  ad- 
journed fhort  of  them  ;  and  I  fancy  the  Queen 
will  not  be  well  pleafed,  that  the  Commons  have 
had  fo  little  regard  to  the  difpitch  of  public  bu- 
flnefs,~as  to  make  fo  long  an  adjournment  as 
three  weeks  :  And  indeed  they  lately  feem  to 

intimate, 

*  There  was  at  this  time  a  great  difference  between  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons  in  Ireland,  about  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Phipps  of  that  kingdom  ;  the  latter  addreffing  the 
Queen  to  remove  him  from  his  port,  and  the  former  addreflinj 
in  his  favour. 
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intimate,  that  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  *  is  not 
removed  by  that  time,  they  will  give  her  Majeity 
no  more  money  ;  and  fome  of  them  do  not  ftick 
to  fay  as  much  ;  and  think  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on, the  Crown,  to  turn  out  that  minifter  (how  in- 
nocent foever  he  be)  whom  the  Commons  have 
addrejded  againft. 

I  think  it  is  plain  to  any  who  know  the  ftate  of 
affairs  here,  that  no  party  hath  ftrength  enough 
direclly  to  oppofe  a  money  bill  in  this  kingdom, 
when  the  government  thinks  fit  to  exert  itfelf,  as 
to  be  fare  it  always  will  do  upon  fuch  occailons  : 
And  the  half-pay  officers,  no  doubt,  will  readily 
come  in  to  that  fupply,  out  of  which  they  are  to 
receive  their  pay.  But  fhould  all  fail,  yet  the 
Queen  ftill  may  make  herfelf  eafy,  by  difbanding 
two  or  three  regiments,  and  finking  off  fome  un- 
necefTary  penfions. 

Hobbes,  in  his  E  ^hemoth,  talks  of  a  heighth 
in  time  as  well  as  place  j  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
heighth  in  time  here,  it  is  certainly  now  :  For 
fome  men  feem  to  carry  things  higher,  according 
to  their  poor  power,  than  they  did  in  England  in 
1641.  And  now  they  threaten,  (and,  I  am  pretty- 
well  afliired,  have  refolved  upon  it)  that  if  the 
Chancellor  is  not  difcarded,  they  will  impeach 
him  before  the  Lords  in  England.  But  if  they 
have  no  more  to  fay  againft  him,  than  what 
their  addrefs  contains,  I  think  they  will  go  upon 
no  very  wife  errand.  I  queflioii  not  but  that 
C  2  you 

*  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps. 
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you  will  receive  the  votes,  addreffes,  and  repre- 
fentations  of  both  Houfes  from  other  hands,  and 
therefore  I  have  not  troubled  you  with  them  : 
But  if  the  Parliament  fliali  continue  to  fit,  you 
may  expect  a  great  product  of  that  kind;  for 
the  Commons  have  taken  upon  themfelves  to  be 
a  court  of  judicature,  have  taken  examinations 
out  of  the  Judges  hands  about  murder,  (which 
is  treafon  here)  without  ever  applying  to  the 
government  for  them  ;  and,  before  trial,  have 
voted  the  fherifFs  and  officers  to  have  done  their 
duty,  and  acquitted  themfelves  well,  when  pofli- 
bly  the  time  may  yet  come,  that  fome  may  ftill 
be  hanged  for  that  fact;  which,  in  my  poor  opi- 
nion, is  entirely  destructive  of  liberty,  and  the 
freedom  of  elections.  I  am  your  moft  humble 
fsrvant,  &c. 


LETTER      CLXXVI1I. 

TO    THE    ARCHBISHOP    OF    DUBLIN  *. 

MY  LORD,  London,  Dec.   31,   1713. 

YOUR  Grace's  letter,  which  I  received  but 
laft  poft,  is  of  an  earlier  date  thin  what 
have  fmce  arrived.  We  have  received  the  ad- 
clrefs  for  removing  the  Chancellor,  and  the 
counter  addreffes  from  the  Lords  and  Convo- 
cation ;  and  you  will  know,  befoie  this  reaches 

you, 

*  Dr  William  King. 
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you,  our  fentiments  of  them  here.  I  am  at  a 
lofs  what  to  fay  in  this  whole  affair.  When 
I  writ  to  you  before,  I  dropt  a  word,  on  pur- 
pofe  for  you  to  take  notice  of;  that  our  Court 
feemed  refolved  to  be  very  firm  in  their  refolu- 
tions  about  Ireland.  I  think  it  impoffible  for 
the  two  kingdoms  to  proceed  long  upon  a  diffe- 
rent fcheme  of  politics.  The  controverfy  with 
the  city  I  am  not  maiter  of:  It  took  its  rife  be- 
fore I  ever  concerned  jmyfelf  with  the  affairs  of 
Ireland,  farther  than  to  be  an  mftrument  of  do- 
ing fome  fervices  to  the  kingdom,  for  which  I 
Lave  been  ill  requited.  But,  my  Lord,  the 
queftion  with  us  here,  is,  whether  there  was  a 
neceffity  that  the  other  party  fhould  be  a  majori- 
ty ?  There  was  put  into  my  hands,  a  lift  of  your 
Houfc  of  Commons,  by  fome  who  know  the 
kingdom  well :  I  deilred  they  would  (as  we  of- 
ten do  here)  fet  a  mark  on  the  names  of  thofe 
who  would  be  for  the  mininry.  I  found  they 
amounted  to  243  ;  which,  I  think,  comes  with- 
in feven  of  an  equality.  Twenty  names  befidc 
they  could  not  determine  upon  :  So  that,  fuppofe 
eight  to  be  of  the  fame  fide,  there  would  be  a 
majority  by  one*.  But,  befides,  we  reckon  that 
the  firft  number,  143,  would  eafily  rife  to  a 
great  majority,  by  the  influence  of  the  govern- 
ment, if  that  had  been  thought  fit.  This  is  de- 
inonftration  to  us :  For  the  Government  there, 
has  more  influence  than  the  Court  -here  ;  and 
yet  our  Court  carried  it  for  many  years,  againft 
C  3 
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a  natural  majority,  and  a  much  greater  one.  I 
fhall  not  examine  the  reafons  among  you,  for 
proceeding  otherwife  :  But  your  Grace  will  find, 
that  we  are  determined  upon  the  conclufion  j 
which  is,  that  Ireland  muft  proceed  on  the  fame 
foot  with  England.  I  am  of  opinion,  my  Lord, 
that  nothing  could  do  more  hurt  to  the  Whig- 
party  in  both  kingdoms,  than  their  manner  of 
proceeding  in  your  Houfe  of  Commons :  It  will 
confirm  the  Crown  and  miniftry,  that  there  can 
be  no  fafety  while  thofe  people  are  able  to  give 
difturhance :  And,  indeed,  the  effects  it  hath 
already  produced  here,  are  hardly  to  be  believed. 
Neither  do  we  here  think  it  worth  our  while, 
to  be  oppofed,  and  encourage  our  enemies,  only 
for  feventy  thoufand  pounds  a-year;  to  fupply 
which  it  may  not  be  hai'd  to  find  other  expedients. 
And,  when  there  {hall  be  occafion  for  a  pai  lia- 
ment,  we  are  confident  a  new  one  may  be  called, 
with  a  majority  of  men  in  the  intereft  of  the 
Queen  and  church.  For,  when  the  prefent 
majority  pretends  to  regard  either,  we  look  up- 
on fuch  profeflions  to  fignify  no  more,  than  if 
they  were  penned  by  my  Lord  "Wharton  or  Mr 
Molefwovth.  I  have  fuffered  very  much  by  my 
tendernefs  to  fome  perfons  of  that  party,  which 
I  /till  preferve  ;  but  I  believe  it  will  not  be  long 
in  my  power,  to  ferve  thofe  who  may  want  it. 
It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  to  your  Grace,  the 
reproaches  that  have  been  made  me  on  account 
of  your  neighbour. 

It 
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It  is  true,  my  Lord,  we  do  not  care  to  be 
troubled  with  the  affairs  of  Ireland  :  But,  there 
being  no  war,  nor  meeting  of  parliament,  we 
have  leifure  at  prefent.  Betides,  we  look  on  our- 
felves  as  touched  in  the  tendereft  part.  We 
know  the  Whig-party  are  preparing  to  attack  us 
next  Seffion  ;  and  their  prevailing  in  Ireland, 
would,  we  think,  be  a  great  ftrength  and  encou- 
ragement to  them  here  :  Befldes,  our  remuTnefs 
would  difhearten  our  friends,  and  make  them 
think  we  adled  a  trimming  game.  There  are 
fome  things  which  we  much  wonder  at,  as  they 
are  represented.  The  addrefs  for  removing  the 
Chancellor,  is  grounded  upon  two  facts  ;  in  the 
former  of  which  he  was  only  concerned  with 
feveral  others  :  The  criminal  was  poor  and  peni- 
tent, and  a  noli profequi  was  no  illegal  thing.  As 
to  Moor's  bufinefs,  the  Chancellor's  fpeech  on 
that  occasion  had  been  tranfmitted  hither,  and 
fcems  to  clear  him  from  the  imputation  of  pre- 
judging. Another  thing  we  wondered  at,  is,  to 
find  the  Commons,  in  their  votes,  approve  t'u 
fending  for  the  guards,  by  whom  a  man  was 
killed.  Such  a  thing  would,  they  fay,  look 
inonftrous  in  England. 

Your  Grace  feems  to  think,  they  will  not 
break  on  money-matters :  But  we  are  taught  an- 
other opinion,  That  they  will  not  pafs  the  great 
bill,  until  they  have  fatisfa^tion  about  the  Chan- 
cellor. And  what  the  confequence  of  that  will 
be,  I  fuppofe  you  may  guefs  from  what  you  know 
by  this  time. 

My 
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My  Lord,  we  can  judge  no  otherwife  here, 
than  by  the  reprefentation  made  to  us.  I  fiacere- 
ly  look  upon  your  Grace,  to  be  matter  of  as  much 
wifdom  and  fagacity  as  any  perfon  I_have  known  ; 
and  from  my  particular  refpecl  to  you,  and  your 
great  abilities,  ihall  never  prefume  to  ceniure 
your  proceedings,  until  I  am  fully  appriled  of 
the  motives.  Your  Grace  is  looked  on  here,  as 
altogether  in  the  other  party,  which  I  do  never 
allow,  when  it  is  laid  to  me.  I  conceive  you  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  your  reafon  and  conlcicnce  ; 
and  whoever  does  that,  will,  in  public  manage- 
ment, often  difier,  as  well  from  one  lide  as  an- 
other. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  take  Ireland  to  be  the  worft 
place  to  be  in  while  the  parliament  fits  j  and  pro- 
bably I  may  think  the  fame  of  England  in  a  month 
or  two.  I  have  few  obligations  (further  than  per- 
fonal  friendlhip  and  civilities)  to  any  party  :  I 
have  nothing  to  a£k  for,  but  a  little  money  to  pay 
my  debts  ;  which,  I  doubt,  they  never  will  give 
me.  And,  wanting  wifdom  to  judge  better,  I 
follow  thofe  who  I  think  are  for  preferving  the 
conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  without  examin- 
ing whether  they  do  fo  £rom  a  principle  of  virtue 
or  of  intereft,  &c.  * 

LET- 
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LORD    PRIMATE    LINDSAY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  January  £,   1713-14. 

YOUR's  I  received  the  2u  inftant,  and  im- 
mediately got  Mr  Juftice  Nutley  to  write  to 
the  biihop  of  Killaloe  *,  at  Kells,  to  know  of  him, 
whether,  if  we  could  get  him  tranflated  to  the 
bilhoprick  of  Raphoe,  he  would  accept  of  it  : 
And  this  day  we  received  his  anfwer,  that  it  was 
not  worth  his  while,  to  carry  his  family  fo  far 
northwards,  for  fo  little  advantage  as  that  bi- 
fhoprick  would  bring  him  ;  his  own  being  up- 
wards of  a  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  Raphoe 
not  much  above  eleven  hundred.  The  reafon 
why  I  got  Judge  Nutley  to  write,  was  becaufe  I 
apprehended  it  might  feem  irkfome  to  him  to  be 
perfuaded  by  myfelf  to  accept  of  what  I  left ; 
though  at  the  fame  time  I  can  arTure  you,  I  have 
done  little  more  than  faved  myfelf  whole  by  that 
bifhoprick  :  And  he  might,  if  he  ple<:fed,  in  a 
little  time,  have  received  1600  1.  or  1700!.  for 
fines  ;  fo  that  if  this  comes  time  time  enough  to 
your  hands,  you  will  prevent  any  further  motion 
that  way.  But  if  Meath  drops,  I  believe  it  would 
be  an  acceptable  port  ;  and  the  truth  is,  he  hath 
always,  in  the  worft  of  times,  voted  honeftly, 
and  behaved  himfelf  as  a  true  fon  of  the  church. 

In 

*  Dr  William  Lloyd. 
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In  the  mean  time,  be  allured  the  Judge  knows 
not  that  you  are  concerned  in  this  affair. 

There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you 
muft  have  heard  of,  Dr  Andrew  Hamilton  *, 
archdeacon  .of  Raphoe,  a  man  of  good  learning 
and  abilities,  and  one  of  great  intereft  in  that 
country,  whom  I  could  wifh  you  would  move 
for  (fince  the  bifliop  of  Killaloe  refufeth)  to  fuc- 
ceed  me  in  Raphoe,  as  one  that  is  the  moft 
likely  to  do  good  in  that  part  of  the  country,  of 
any  one  man  I  know. 

And  now  be  pleafed  to  accept  my  thanks  for 
the  great  fervices  you  have  done  me  j  and  as  you 
have  contributed  much  to  my  advancement,  fo  I 
muft  defire  you,  upon  occafion,  to  give  me  your 
farther  affiftance  for  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

The  Parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  1 8th  in- 
ftant  ;  but  the  Whigs  continuing  obftinate,  and 
deaf  to  all  perfuafions,  to  carry  on  the  Queen's 
bufinefs  with  peace  and  gentlenefs,  we  conclude 
it  muft  be  duTolved. 

If  this  fhould  not  come  time  enough  to  your 
hands,  to  prevent  the  bifhop  of  Killaloe's  letter 
for  a  tranflation  to  Pvaphoe,  I  will  labour  all  I 
can  to  make  him  eafy.  I  am,  &c. 

LET- 


*  Though  recommended  by  the  Primate  to  fucceed  him  in 
the  fee  of  Raphoe,  he  was  not  preferred  to  it  ;  Dr  Edwaid 
Synge  being  then  advaiKcd  to  that  bifhoprick. 
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LETTER      CLXXX. 

THE    EARL    OF    ANGLESEY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN,  Dublin,  Jan.  16,  1713-14. 

YOU  judged  extremely  right  of  me,  that  I 
fhould,  with  great  pleafure,  receive  what 
you  tell  me,  that  my  endeavours  to  ferve  her 
Majefty,  in  this  kingdom,  are  agreeable  to  my 
Lord  Treasurer,  and  the  reft  of  the  minifters.  I 
have  formerly  fo  freely  exprefied  to  you  the  ho- 
nour I  muft  always  have  for  his  Lordfhip,  that  I 
think  I  cannot  explain  myfelf  more  fully  on  that 
fubje£l.  But  what  his  Lordfhip  has  already  done 
for  the  church,  and  the  church  intereft  here, 
and  what  we  have  aflurance  will  foon  be  done, 
will  give  his  Lordfliip  fo  entire  a  command  in  the 
affections  of  all  honeft  men  here,  (which  are  not 
a  few)  that,  I  am  perfuaded,  he  will  foon  find 
Ireland  an  eafy  part  of  the  adminiftration.  For 
it  is  my  firm  opinion,  that  fteady  and  vigorous 
meafures  will  fo  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  our 
friends  in  both  kingdoms,  that,  after  the  efforts 
of  defpair  (which  never  laft  long)  are  over,  her 
Majefty,  and  her  minifters,  will  receive  but  little 
trouble  from  the  faction,  either  on  this,  or  your 
fide  of  the  water. 

You  are  very  kind  to  us,  in  your  good  offices 
for  Mr  Phipps ;  becaufe  a  mark  of  favour,  fo  fea- 

fonably 
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fonably  as  at  this  time,  conferred  on  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's fon,  will  have  a  much  greater  influence, 
and  reach  farther  than  his  Lordfhip's  perfon.  I 
am  preparing  for  my  journey,  and  I  hope  1  fhall 
be  able  to  lay  fuch  a  ftate  of  this  kingdom  before 
my  Lord  Treafurer,  as  may  prevent  future  difap- 
po'intments,  when  it  (hall  be  thought  neceiTary  to 
hold  a  parliament.  If  this  parliament  is  not  to 
fit  after  the  prefent  prorogation,  I  do  think,  were 
I  with  you,  I  could  offer  fome  reafons  why  the 
filling  the  vacant  bifhopricks  Ihould  be  deferred 
for  a  little  time.  I  praife  God  for  his  great 
goodnefs,  in  reftoring  her  Majefty  to  her  health  ; 
the  blcfling  of  which,  if  we  had  no  other  way  of 
knowing,  we  might  learn  from  the  mortification 
it  has  given  a  certain  fet  of  men  here. 

I  fhall  trouble  you  with  no  compliments,  be- 
caufe  I  hope  foon  to  tell  you,  how  much  1  am, 
<kar  Sir,  your's, 

ANGLESEY. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CLXXXI. 

The  EARL  of  PETERBOROW,  (being  abroad  in 
embaffies)  from  Sicily,  to  DR  SWIFT. 

March  5,  1713-14. 

QJJ ERIES  forDR  SWIFT,  next  Saturday, 
at  dinner. 

WHETHER  any  great  man,  or  minifter, 
has  favoured  the  Earl  of  Peterborow 
with  one  (ingle  line  firice  he  left  England ;   for, 
as  yet,  he  has  not  received  one  word  from  any 
of  them,  nor  his  friend  of  St  Patrick  ? 

Whether,  if  they  do  not  write,  till  they  know 
what  to  write,  he  (hall  ever  hear  from  them  ? 

Whether  any  thing  can  be  more  unfortunate, 
than  to  be  overcome  when  ftrongeft,  outwitted, 
having  moft  wit,  and  baffled,  having  moft  money. 
Whether  betwixt  tivo  Jlools  (Reverend  Dean) 
be  not  a  good  old  proverb,  which  may  give  fub- 
je£t  for  daily  meditation  and  mortification  ? 

I  {end  the  lazy  fcribbler  a  letter  from  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  earth,  where  I  pafs  my  time,  ad- 
miring the  humility  and  patience  of  that  power 
heretofore  fo  terrible ;  and  the  new  fcene  which 
we  fee,  to  wit,  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  waiting 
with  fo  much  refignation  and  refpecl,  to  know 
the  Emperor's  pleafure  as  to  peace  or  war. 

VOL.  XV.  D  Where 
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Where  I  reflect,  with  admiration,  upon  the  po- 
litics of  thofe,  who,  breaking  with  the  old  allies, 
dare  not  make  ufe  of  the  new  ones ;  who,  pulling 
down  the  old  rubbifh  and  ftructure,  do  not  erect 
a  new  fabric  on  folid  foundations.  But  this  is 
not  fo  much  to  the  purpofe  ;  for  in  the  world  of 
of  the  moon,  provided  loadings  continue,  the 
church  and  ftate  can  be  in  no  danger. 

But,  alas  !  in  this  unmerry  country,  where  we 
have  time  jo  think,  and  are  under  the  neceffity 
of  thinking ;  where  impioufly  we  make  ufe  of 
reafon,  without  a  blind  refignation  to  providence, 
the  bottle,  or  chance  ;  what  opinion,  think  you, 
we  have  of  the  prefent  management  in  the  refined 
parts  of  the  world,  where  there  are  juft  motives 
of  fear  ?  When  neither  fteadinefs  nor  conduct 
appears,'  arid  when  the  evil  feems  to  come  on 
apace,  can  it  be  believed,  that  extraordinary  re- 
medies are  not  thought  of  ? 

Heavens  !  what  is  our  fata?  What  might  have 
been  ovfr  portion,  and  what  do  we  fee  in  the  age 
we  live  in  ?  France-  and  England,  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Sicily,  perplexed  and  confounded  by 
a  headftrong  youth  *  ;  one,  who  has  loft  fo  many 
kingdoms  by  pride  and.  folly  j  and  all  thefe 
powerful  nations  at  a  gaze,  ignorant  of  their  cle- 
iHny  ;  not  capable  of.  forming  a  fcheme,  which 
they  can  maintain,'  againft  a  Prince,  who  has 
neither  {hips,  money,  nor  conduct.  Some  of 
the  minifters  affifted  and  fupported  with  abfolute 

power, 

*  Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden. 
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power,  others  with  a  Parliament  at  their  difpofal, 
and  the  moft  inconfiderable  of  them  with  the  In- 
dies at  their  tail. 

And  what  do  I  fee  in  the  centre,  as  it  were,  of 
ignorance  and  bigotry  ?  The  firft  requeft  of  a 
Parliament  to  their  King,  is  to  employ  effectual 
means  againft  the  increafe  of  priefts,  the  idle  de- 
vourers  of  the  fat  of  the  land.  We  fee  churches, 
{hut  up  by  the  order  of  the  Pope,  fet  open  by 
dragoons,  to  the  general  content  of  the  people. 
To  conclude  ;  it  fell  out,  that  one  of  our  ac- 
quaintance *  found  himfelf,  at  a  great  table,  the 
only  excommunicated  perfon  by  his  Holinefs  ;  the 
reft  of  the  company  eating  and  toafting,  under 
anathemas,  with  the  courage  of  a  hardened  he- 
retic. 

Look  upon  the  profe  I  fend  you.  See,  never- 
thelefs,  what  a  fneaking  figure  he  makes  at  the 
foot  of  the  parfon.  Who  could  expect  this  irorn 
him  ?  But  he  thinks,  refolves,  and  executes. 

If  you  can  guefs  from  whence  this  comes,  ad- 
drefs  your  letter  to  him,  A  MeJJieurs  Raffnel  et 
Ft'etti  Sacerdotti,  Genoa. 

D  2  LET. 


*  Probably  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Berkeley,  fellow  of  Dublin- 
college,  who  went  chaplain  and  iecretary  to  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
horow  to  Sicily,  at  the  recommendation  of  Dr  Swift. 


40  DEAN"    SWIFT'* 


LETTER      CLXXXII. 

LORD  TREASURER  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT, 
in  a  counterfeit  hand,  with  a  bill  j  when  the 
Printer  Morphew  was  profecuted  by  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  for  the  Pamphlet,  intituled,  The  Pu- 
blic Spirit  of  the  Whigs  f. 

T  A     r  A  »u       ir     C     Letter  with  bill  L.  100. 
Indorfed  thus  alfo.  <  „ 

C  Received  Mar.  14,  1713-14. 

Wednefday  Night. 

I  HAVE  heard,  that  fome  honeft  men,  who 
are  very  innocent,  are  under  trouble,  touch- 
ing a.  printed  pamphlet.  A  friend  of  mine,  an 
obfcure  perfon,  but  charitable,  puts  the  inclofed 
bill  in  your  hands,  to  anfwer  fuch  exigencies,  as 
their  cafe  may  immediately  require.  And  I  find 
he  will  do  more,  this  being  only  for  the  prefent. 
If  this  comes  fafe  to  your  hands,  it  is  enough. 


LET- 


•f  This  pamphlet  was  written  in  anfwer  to  a  traft  of  Sir  Rich-' 
ard  Steele's,  called  the  Crifis,  and  publifhed  on  the  fecond  of 
March,  1713-14.  All  the  Scots  Lords  then  in  London,  went 
to  the  Queen,  and  complained  of  the  affront  put  on  them  and 
their  nation  by  the  author;  upon  which,  a  proclamation  was 
publifhed  by  her  Majefty,  offering  a  reward  of  three  hundred 
pounds  to  difeovcr  him. 
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LETTER       CLXXXIII. 

A  Letter  from  an  Informer  to  LORD  TREASURER, 
offering  todifcover  the  Author  of  the  Pamphlet, 
called,  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 

March  i8j  1713-14.- 

PURSUANT  to  her  Majefty's  proclamation 
of  the  fifteenth  of  this  inftant  March,  for 
difcovering  the  author  of  a  falfe,  malicious,  and 
faaious  libel,  Intituled,  The  Public  Spirit  of  the 
Whigs ;  wherein  her  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  promife  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds>  to 
be  paid  by  your  Lordfhip  ;  which  faid  difcovery 
I  can  make.  But  your  Lordfhip,  or  fome  per- 
fons  under  your  Lordiliip,  have  got  fuch  an  ill 
name  in  paying  fuch  rewards  :  Inftance  two  poor 
men,  viz.  John  Greenwood,  and  John  Bouch, 
who  took  and  brought  to  juftice  fix  perfons,  vul- 
garly Mohocks, ;  which  the  laid  two  poor  men 
never  received  more  than  twenty  pounds,  and  the 
latter  thirty  ;  and  they  had  no  partners  concern- 
ed with  them,  as  appears  by  the  Attorney- Gene- 
ral's reports  to  your  Lordfhip;  which  if  I  ihouhl 
be  fo  ferved,  to  caufe  any  perfons  to  be  punifhcd,, 
and  be  no  better  rewarded,  will  be  no  encourage- - 
ment  for  me  to  do  it ;  for  thefe  two  poor  IT.- a 
being  fo  plain  a  precedent  for  me  to  go  by.  Your 
Lorcifh;p's  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fcr- 
vant,  L.  M. 

D  3  L  E  X- 


42  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 


LETTER      CLXXXIV. 

Humorous  Lines  by  Lord  Treafurer  OXFORD, 
fent  to  DR  SWIFT,  DR  ARBUTHNOT,  MR 
POPE,  and  MR  GAY. 

April  14,  1714.     Back  Stairs,  pajl  eiglt. 
G      A      Y. 

IN  a  fummons  fo large,  which  all  clergy  contains, 
I  muft  turn  Difmal's  *  convert,  or  part  with 

my  brains, 
Should  I  fcruple  to  quit  the  back  flairs  for  your 

blind  ones, 
Or  refufe  your  true  juncto  f  for  one  of 

The  following  is  their  dnfiver  to  his  Lordflript  chiefly 
•written  by  the  Dean. 

Let  not  the  Whigs  our  Tory  club  rebuke  ; 
Give  us  our  Eai-1 1,  the  devil  take  their  Duke  }!. 
*£)u(sdem  qua  attinent  ad  Scriblerum, 
Want  your  affiftance  now  to  clear  'em. 

One  day  it  will  be  no  difgrace, 

In  fcribbler  to  have  had  a  place. 

Come 

*  Difmal  was  Lord  Nottingham. 

f  Dr  Swift,  Dr  Arbuthnott,  Mr  Pope,  and  Mr  Gay,  were 
writing  the  hi  (lory  of  Martinus  Scriblerus ;  and  thefe  four  Wits, 
in  conjunction,  are  ftiled  by  Lord  Treafurer,  A  junfto. 

|  Of  Oxford. 

U  Of  Marlborough. 
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Come  then,  my  Lord,  and  take  your  part  in 
The  important  hiftory  of  Martin. 

THE     DEAN. 

A  pox  on  all  fenders 
For  any  pretenders, 
Who  tell  us  thefe  troublefome  ftories, 
In  their  dull  hum-drum  key, 
Of  arma  virumque, 
*  Jrlanonitz  qui  primus  ab  oris. 
A  pox  too  on  Hanmer, 
Who  prates  like  his  gran-mere, 
And  all  his  old  friends  would  rebuke  : 
In  fpite  of  the  carle, 
Give  us  but  our  Earl, 
The  devil  may  take  their  Duke. 
Then  come  and  take  part  in 
The  memoirs  of  Martin  ; 
Lay  down  your  white  ftaff  and  grey  habit : 
For  truft  us,  friend  Mortimer, 
Should  you  live  years  forty  more, 
Hac  olim  meminiffe  juvabit. 


L  E  T- 

The  duchy  of  Hainault. 
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LETTER      CLXXXV. 

More  Lines  of  Humour,  by  LORD  TREASURER. 


I 


April  14,  1714. 
HONOUR  the  men,  Sir, 
Who  are  ready  to  anfwer, 
When  I  afk  them  to  ftand  by  the  Queen  5 
In  fpite  of  orators, 
And  blood-thirfty  praters, 
Whofe  hatred  I  highly  efteem. 
Let  our  faith's  defender 
Keep  out  every  pretender, 
And  long  enjoy  her  own  ; 

Thus  you  four,  fivex 
May  merrily  live, 
Till  fa&ion  is  dead  as  a  ftone. 


LETTER      CLXXXVL 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

BROTHER*,         ,  y//>r/7  24,  1714. 

IS  H  O  U  L  D  fooner  have  thanked  you  for 
your  letter,  but  that  I  hoped  to  have  feen 
you  here  by  this  time.      You   cannot  imagine 

how 

*  The  Duke  of  Ormond  was  one  of  the  fixteen  brothers  ;  the 
buchefs,  therefore,  calls  Swift  brother  in  her  Lord's  right. 
See  thd  note  to  a  letter  from  Lord  Hurley  to  the  Dean,  dated 
July  17,  1714. 
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how  much  I  am  grieved,  when  I  find  people  I 
wifh  well  to,  run  counter  to  their  own  intereft  } 
and  give  their  enemies  fuch  advantages,  by  be- 
ing fo  hard  upon  their  friends,  as  to  conclude, 
if  they  are  not  without  fault,  they  are  not  to 
be  fupported,  or  fcarce  converfed  with.  For- 
tune is  a  very  pretty  gentlewoman  ;  but  how  foon 
flie  may  be  changed,  nobody  can  tell.  Fretting 
her,  with  the  feeing  all  ihe  does  for  people  only 
makes  them  defpife  her,  may  make  her  fo  fick, 
as  to  alter  her  complexion  ;  but  I  hope  our 
friends  will  find  her  conftant,  in  fpite  of  all  they 
do  to  fhock  her.  And  remember  the  *  ftory  of 
the  arrows,  that  were  very  eafily  broke  fingly  ; 
but  when  tied  up  clofe  together,  no  ftrength  of 
man  could  hurt  them.  But  that  you  may  never 

feel 

*  In  this  letter,  the  Dnchefs  alludes  to  the  divifion  then  fub- 
fifting  among  the  minifters  at  court ;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
the  hint  about  the  Jlory  of  the  arrows,  produced  the  poem  called 
tie  Faggot,  which  the  Dean  wrote  about  this  time.  It  is  faid, 
under  the  title,  to  have  been  written  in  the  year  1713,  when 
the  Queen's  minifters  were  quarrelling  among  themfelves.-s.  It 
begins  thus  : 

Obferve  the  dying  father  fpeak ; 
Try,  lads,  can  you  this  bundle  break  ? 
Then  bids  the  yotingcft  of  the  fix 
Take  up  a  heap  of  well-hound  flicks. 
They  thought  it  was  an  old  man's  maggot, 
And  drove  by  turns  to  break  the  faggot. 
In  vain  :  The  complicated  wands, 
Were  much  too  ftrong  for  all  their  hands. 
See,  faid  the  fire,  how  icon  'tis  done  : 
Then  took  and  broke  them  one  by  one. 
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feel  any  ill  confequences  from  whatever  may  hap- 
pen, are  the  fincere  wifhes  of,  brother,  your's, 
with  all  fifterly  affeftion,  M.  ORMOND. 


LETTER      CLXXXVII. 

TO    THE    EARL    OF    PETERBOROW. 

MY  LORD,  London,  May  18,   1714. 

I  HAD  done  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  Excellency,  above  a  month  before 
your's  of  March  the  5th  came  to  my  hands. 
The  Saturdays  dinners  have  not  been  refumed 
fince  the  Queen's  return  from  Windfor  ;  and  I 
am  not  forry,  fince  it  became  fo  mingled  an 
aflfembly,  and  of  fo  little  ufe  either  to  bufinefs  or 
converfation :  So  that  I  was  content  to  read  your 
queries  to  our  two  great  friends.  The  Treafu- 
rer  ftuck  at  them  all ;  but  the  Secretary  acquit- 
ted himfelf  of  the  firft>  by  afTuring  me  he  had 
often  written  to  your  Excellency. 

I  was  told  the  other  day,  of  an  anfwer  you 
made  to  fomebody  abroad,  who  enquired  of  you 
the  ftate.and  difpofitions  of  our  Court:  That  you 
could  not  tell,  for  you  had  been  out  of  England 
a  fortnight.  In  your  letter,  you  mention  the 
world  of  the  moon,  and  apply  it  to  England  ; 
but  the  moon  changes  but  once  in  four  weeks. 
By  both  thefe  inftances,  it  appears  you  have  a 
better  opinion  of  our  fteadinefs  than  we  deferve  ; 

for 
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for  I  do  not  remember,  fince  you  left  us,  that 
we  have  continued  above  four  days  in  the  fame 
view,  or  four  minutes  with- any  manner  of  con- 
cert. I  aflure  you,  my  Lord,  for  the  concern  I 
have  for  the  common  caufe,  with  relation  to 
affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  from  the 
perfonal  love  I  bear  to  our  friends  in  power,  I 
never  led  a  life  fo  thoroughly  uneafy  as  I  do  at 
prefent.  Our  fituation  is  fo  bad,  that  our  ene- 
mies could  not,  without  abundance  of  invention 
and  ability,  have  placed  us  fo  ill,  if  we  had  left  it 
entirely  to  their  management.  For  my  own  part, 
my  head  turns  round ;  and,  after  every  conver- 
fation,  I  come'  away  juft  one.  degree  worfe  in- 
formed than  I  went.  I  am  glad,  for  the  honour 
of  our  nation,  to  find,  by  your  Excellency's  letter, 
that  fome  other  Courts  have  a  fliare  of  frenzy, 
though  not  equal,  nor  of  the  fame  nature  with 
our's.  The  height  of  honeft  men's  wifhes  at  pre- 
fent,  is  to  rub  off  this  Seffion  ;  after  which  nobody 
has  the  impudence  to  expect  that  we  fhall  not 
immediately  fall  to  pieces  :  Nor  is  any  thing  I 
write,  the  leaft  fecret,  even  to  a  Whig  footman. 

The  Chieen  is  pretty  well  at  prefent ;  but  the 
leaft  diforder  fhe  has,  puts  all  in  alarm ;  and  when 
it  is  over,  we  acl  as  if  fhe  were  immortal.  Nei- 
ther is  it  poffible,'to  perfuadc  people  to  make  any 
preparations  againft  an  evil  day.  There  is  a  ne- 
gociation  now  on  hand,  which,  T  hope,  will  not 
be  abortive  :  The  States-General  are  willing  to 
declare  themfelves  fully  fapsned  with  the  peace 

and 
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and  Queen's  meafures,  £c.  and  that  is  too  po- 
pular a  matter  to  flight.  It  is  impoffible  to 
tell  you,  whether  the  Prince  of  Hanover  intends 
to  come  over  or  no.  I  ftiould  think  the  latter, 
by  the  accounts  I  have  feen.  Yet  our  adverfaries 
continue  ftrenuoufly  to  affert  otherwife,  and  very 
induftrioufly  give  out,  that  the  Lord  Treafurer 
is  at  bottom;  which  has  given  fome  jealoufies, 
not  only  to  his  beft  friends,  but  to  fome  I  fhall 
not  name  ;  yet  I  am  confident  they  do  him 
wrong.  This  formidable  journey  is  the  perpe- 
tual fubject  both  of  Coui't  and  coffee-houfe  chat. 

Our  myfterious  and  unconcerted  ways  of  pro- 
ceeding, have,  as  it  is  natural,  taught  every  body 
to  be  refiners,  and  to  reafon  themfelves  into  a 
thoufand  various  conjectures:  Even  I,  who  con- 
verfe  moft  with  people  in  power,  am  not  free 
from  this  evil :  And  particularly,  I  thought  my- 
felf  twenty  times  in  the  right,  by  drawing  con- 
clufions  very  regularly  from  premifes  which  have 
proved  wholly  wrong.  I  think  this,  however, 
to  be  a  plain  proof,  that  we  act  altogether  by 
chance ;  and  that  the  game,  fuch  as  it  is,  plays 
tofelf. 

By  the  prefent  inclofed  in  your  Excellency's 
letter,  I  find  the  Sicilians  to  be  bad  delineators, 
and  worfe  poets.  As  fneakingly  as  the  Prince 
looks  at  the  Bifhop's  foot,  I  could  have  made 
him  look  ten  times  worfe  ;  and  have  done  more 
right  to  the  piece,  by  placing  your  Excellency 
there  reprefenting  your  Miftrefs  the  Queen,  and 
i  delivering 
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delivering  the  crown  to  the  Bifliop,  with  orders 
where  to  pUice  it.  I  fhould  like  your  new  King 
very  well,  if  he  would  make  Sicily  his  conftant 
refidence,  and  ufe  Savoy  only  as  a  commendafli. 
Old  books  have  given  me  gi'eat  ideas  of  that 
ifland.  I  imagine  every  acre  there  worth  three 
in  England  ;  and  that  a  wife  prince,  in  fuch  a 
{ituation,  would,  after  fome  years,  be  able  to 
make  what  figure  he  pleafed  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  not  liking  the  wea- 
ther on  our  fide  the  water,  continues  in  Ireland, 
although  he  formally  took  his  leave  there  fix 
weeks  ago.  Tom  Harley  is  every  hour  expected 
here,  and  writes  me  word,  he  has  fucceeded  at 
Hanover  to  his  willies.  Lord  Strafford  writes 
the  fame,  and  gives  himfelf  no  little  merit  upon 
it. 

Barber  the  printer  was,  fome  time  ago,  in 
great  diilrefs,  upon  printing  a  pamphlet,  of 
which  evil  tongues  would  needs  call  me  the 
author  *  :  He  was  brought  before  your  Houfe, 
which  addreffed  the  Queen  in  a  body,  who  kind- 
ly publiflied  a  proclamation,  with  300!.  to  dif- 
coveri  The  fault  was  calling  the  Scots  a  fierce 
poor  northern  people.  So  well  protected  are 
thofe  who  fcribble  for  the  government.  Upon 
which,  I  now  put  one  query  to  your  Excellency, 
What  has  a  man,  without  employment,  to  do 
among  minifters,  when  he  can  neither  ferve  him- 
felf, his  friends,  nor  the  public  ? 

VOL.  XV.  E  In 

*  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 
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In  my  former  letter,  which  I  fuppofe  was  fent 
to  Paris  to  meet  you  there,  I  gave  you  joy  of 
the  government  of  Minorca.  One  advantage 
you  have  by  being  abroad,  that  you  keep  your 
friends  j  and  I  can  name  almoft  a  dozen  great 
men,  who  thoroughly  hate  one  another,  yet  all 
love  your  Lordfhip.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  pre- 
ferve  their  friendfliip,  keep  at  a  diftance  ;  or 
come  over,  and  (hew  your  power,  by  reconciling 
at  lea'ft  two  of  them  ;  and  remember,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  this  laft  is  an  impoffibility.  If 
your  Excellency  were  here,  I  would  fpeak  to 
you  without  any  conftraint ;  but  the  fear  of  ac- 
cidents, in  the  conveyance  of  this  letter,  makes 
me  keep  to  generals.  I  am  fure  you  would  have 
prevented  a  great  deal  of  ill,  if  you  had  conti- 
nued among  us  ;  but  people  of  my  level  muft  be 
content  to  have  their  opinion  aiked,  and  to  fee 
it  not  followed,  altho'  I  have  always  given  it  with 
the  utmoft  freedom  and  impartiality.  I  have 
troubled  you  too  much  ;  and,  as  a  long  letter 
from  you  is  the  moft  agreeable  thing  one  can  re- 
ceive, fo  the  moft  agreeable  return  would  be  a 
ihort  one.  I  am  ever,  with  the  greateft  refpect 
and  truth, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  Excellency's 
Moft  obedient,  and 
Moft  humble  fervant. 


LET- 
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kCHIVERTON  CHARLTON,  E  S  O^.  CAPTAIN 
OF  THE  YEOMEN  OF  THE  GUARD, 
TODR  SWIFT. 

S   I  R,  May  22,    1714. 

HEARING  from  honed  John*,  that  you 
ftill  perfift  in  your  refolution  of  retiring 
into  the  country,  I  cannot  but  give  you  my 
thoughts  of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  am  fen  :  lc 
ho-.v  intruding  it  may  appear  in  me  to  trouble 
you  with  what  I  think  :  But  you  have  an  un- 
lucky quality,  which  expjfes  you  to  the  forwurd- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  love  you  ;  I  mean,  good  na- 
ture. From  which,  though  I  did  not  al>vays 
fufpecl  you  guilty  of  it,  I  now  proniife  niyfelf 
an  eafy  pardon.  So  that,  without  bciug  in  much 
pain  as  to  the  cenfure  you  may  pafs  upon  my 
ailurance,  I  ihall  go  on  gravely  to  tell  you,  I 
am  entirely  againft  your  defign. 

I  confeis  a  juft  indignation  at  feveral  things, 
and  particularly  as  v.he  return  your  fervices  have, 
met  v/'th,  may  give  you  a  difguft  to  the  Court ;' 
and  that  retirement  may  afford  a  pleafing  pro- 
fpecl  to  you,  who  have  lived  fo  long  in  the 
hurry,  and  have  borne  fo  great  a'  {hare  of  the 
load  of  bufinefs  j  and  the  more  fo  at  this  junc- 
ture, when  the  diftraclion  among  your  friends  is 
E  2  enough 

*  Akkrman  Barber. 
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enough  to  make  any  one  fick  of  a  courtier's  life. 
But  on  thefe  very  accounts,  you  fhould  clvufe 
to  fleep  ;  and  convince  the  world,  that  you  are 
as  much  above  private  refentment,  where  the 
public  is  concerned,  as  you  are  incapable  of  be- 
ing tired  out  in  the.  fervice  of  your 'country  j  and 
that  you  are  neitber  afraid,  nor  unwilling,  to  face 
a  ftorm  in  a  good  caufe. 

It  is  true,  you  have  lefs  reafon  than  any  one 
I  know,  to  regard  what  the  world  fays  of  you  ; 
for  I  know  none,  to  whom  the  world  hath  been 
more  unjuft.  Yet  fince  the  moft  generous  re- 
venge is  to  make  the  ungrateful  appear  yet  more 
ungrateful,  you  (hould  ftill  perfecute  the  public 
with  frefh  obligations  ;  and  the  rather,  bccaufe 
fome  there  are  of  a  temper  to  acknowledge  be- 
iiefks  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  reft  may  not 
always  continue  ;  ftupid.  At  leaft  (fuppofe  the 
vrorft)  the  attempt  to  do  good,  carries  along  with 
it  a  fecret  fuisfaction,  with  which  if  you  are  not 
fenftbly  affected,  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  account 
for  many  of  your  actions.  I  remember  very 
well,  what  you  have  fomerimes  faid  upon  this 
fubjecT:,  as  if  you  were  now  grown  ufelefs,  &c. 
To  which  I  have  this  to  anfwer,  that  though 
your  efforts  are  in  vain  to-day,  fbme  unforeseen 
accident  may  make  them  otherwife  to-morrow  ; 
and  that,  fliould  you,  by  your  abfence,  lofe  any 
happy  opportunity,  you  will  be  the  firft  to  re- 
proach yourfelf  with  running  away,  and  be  the 
lafl  man  in  the  world  to  pardon  it.  If  I  denied 

felf- 
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felf-intereft  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  all  I  have  faid, 
I  know  you  would  think  I  ly'd  villainoufly,  and 
perhaps  not  think  amifs  ;  for  1  itill  flatter  my- 
felf  with  the  continuance  of  that  favour  you 
have,  on  many  occafions,  been  pleafed  to  fliew 
me  ;  and  am  vain  enough  to  fancy,  I  fhould  be 
a  conilderable  lofer,  if  you  were  where  I  could 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  clubbing  my  {hilling 
with  you  now  and  then  at  good  eating.  But  as 
much  as  I  am  concerned  on  this  acpount,  I  am 
not  fo  felfilh  to  lay  what  I  have  done,  if  it  were 
not  my  real  opinion  ;  which,  whether  you  re- 
gard or  not,  I  could  not  deny  myfelf  the  fatif- 
faction  of  fpeaking  it,  and  of  alluring  you,  that 
I  am,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  and  refpect,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged,  and  moft  faithful  humble 
fervant, 

CH.  CHARLTON. 

My  Lady  Duchefs  *,  I  can  anfwer  for  her,  is 
very  much  your  fervant,  though  1  have  not  her 
commands  to  fay  fo.  She  is  gone  to  fee  the 
Puke  of  Beaufort,  who  is  fo  ill,  'tis  feared  he 
cannot  recover.  She  went  this  morning  fo  early, 
I  have  had  no  particular  account  how  he  is  ;  but 
am  told,  he  does  nothing  but  doze.  The  mtf- 
fenger  came  to  her  at  three  in  the  morning  ;  and 
fhe  went  away  immediately  afterwards.  • 

Lady  Betty  dt  fires  me  to  thank  you  for  you? 
letter  ;  and  would  be  glad,  fince  the  Provoft  is 
E  3  gracioully 

*  Of  Ormond. 
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gracioufly  pleafed  to  ftay  her  Majefty's  time,  to 
know  where  it  is  he  defigns  to  ftay. 

Honeft  Townfliend'and  I  have  the  fatisfacYion 
to  drink  your  health,  as  often  as  we  do  drink 
together.  Whether  you  approve  of  your  being 
toafted  with  the  bifhop  of  London,  and  fuch 
people,  I  cannot  tell. 

My  fervant  is  juft  now  come  from  the  Duchefs 
of  Ormond,  and  gives  fuch  an  account  of  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  that  it  is  thought  he  cannot 
pofiibly  recover. 


LETTER      CLXXXIX. 

MR    GAY    TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

SIR,  London ,  June  8,   1714. 

SINCE  you  went  out  of  the  town,  my  Lord 
Clarendon  was  appointed  envoy  extraor- 
dinary to  Hanover,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Paget ; 
and  by  making  ufe  of  thofe  friends,  which  I  en- 
tirely owe  to  you,  he  hath  accepted  me  for  his 
fecretary.  This  day,  by  appointment,  I  met  his 
Lordmip  at  Mr  Secretary  Bromley's  office  *  : 
He  then  ordered  me  to  be  ready  by  Saturday. 
I  am  quite  off  from  the  Duchefs  of  Monmouth  f. 

Mr 

*  Bromley  was  joint  fecretary  with  Bolincbroke. 

•j-  Mr  Gay  hud  been  fecretary,  or  domeilic  fteward  to  the 
Duchefs,  widow  of  the  Duke  of  Monmeuth,  who  was  beheaded 
in  the  firft  year  of  King  James  II. 
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Mr  Lewis  was  very  ready  to  ferve  me  upon  this 
occafion,  as  were  Dr  Arbuthnott,  and  Mr  Ford. 
I  am  every  day  attending  my  Lord  Treafurer  for 
his  bounty,  in  order  to  fet  me  out ;  which  he 
hath  promifed  me  upon  the  following  petition, 
which  I  fent  him  by  Dr  Arbuthnott. 

The  Epigrammaticttl  Petition  of  Jinn  Gay. 

I'm  no  more  to  converfe  with  the  fwains, 

But  to  go  where  fine  people  refort : 
One  can  live  without  money  on  plains, 

But  never  without  it  at  Court 

If,  when  with  die  fwains  I  did  gambol, 

I  array'd  me  in  filver  and  blue  ; 
When  abroad,  and  in  Courts,  I  fhall  ramble, 

Pray,  my  Lord,  how  much  money  will  do? 

We  had  the  honour  of  the  Treafurer's  com- 
pany laft  Saturday,  when  we  fat  upon  Scrib- 
lerus  *.  Pope  is  in  town,  and  hath  brought 
with  him  the  firft  book  of  Homer. 

I  am  to  be  at  Mr  Lewis's  this  evening,  with 
the  Provoftf,  Mr  Ford,  Parnell,  and  Pope.  It 
is  thought  my  Lord  Clarendon  will  make  but  a 
fhort  ftay  at  Hanover.  If  it  was  poffible  that 
any  recommendation  could  be  procured,  to  make 
me  more  diftinguiflied  than  ordinary,  during 

my 

*  Memoirs  of  Martinns  Scriblerus  ;    a  joint  work  of   Pope, 
Arbuthnott,    and  others.     Sec  Pope's  works, 
•j-  Of  Dublin-college,  Dr  Benjamin  Trait. 


S6  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T  '  s 

my  ftay  at  that  Court,  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
very  happy,  if  you  could  contrive  any  method 
to  profecute  it ;  for  I  am  told,  that  their  civilities 
very  rarely  defcend  fo  low  as  the  fecretary.  I 
have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world,  to  acknowledge 
this  as  wholly  owing  to  you.  And  the  many 
favours  I  have  received  from  you,  purely  out  of 
your  love  for  doing  good,  afiures  me  you  will 
not  forget  me,  in  my  abfence.  As  for  myfelf, 
whether  I  am  at  home  or  abroad,  gratitude  will 
always  put  me  in  mind  of  the  man,  to  whom  I 
owe  fo  many  benefits.  I  am  your  mod  obliged 
humble  fervant,  J.  GAY. 


LETTER      CXC. 

DR    SWIFT    TO   MISS  ESTHER    VANHOMRIGH. 

Upper  Letccmby  near  Wantage,  Berkst 
June  8,    1714. 

I  HAVE  not  much  news  to  tell  you  from 
hence,  nor  have  I  had  one  line  from  any 
body  flnce  I  left  London,  of  which  I  am  very 
glad  :  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  believe  I  {hall  not 
ftay  here  fo  long  as  I  intended.  I  am  at  a  clergy- 
man's houfe,  whom  I  love  very  well ;  but  he  is 
fuch  a  melancholy  thoughtful  man,  partly  from 
nature,  and  partly  by  a  folitary  life,  that  I  ihall 
foon  catch  the  fpleen  from  him.  Out  of  cafe 
and  complaifance,  I  defire  him  not  to  alter  any 

of 
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of  his  methods  for  me  j  fo  we  dine  exactly  be- 
tween twelve  and  one.  At  eight  we  have  fome 
bread  and  butter,  and  a  glafs  of  ale  ;  and  at  ten 
he  goes  to  bed.  Wine  is  a  ftranger,  except  a 
little  I  fent  him  ;  of  which,  one  evening  in  two, 
we  have  a  pint  between  us.  His  wife  has  been 
this  month  twenty  miles  off,  at  her  father's,  and 
will  not  return  th.de  ten  days.  I  never  faw  her  j 
and  perhaps  the  houfe  will  be  worfe  when  fhe 
comes.  I  read  all  day,  or  walk  ;  and  do  not 
fpeak  as  many  words  as  I  have  now  wrote,  in 
three  days  :  So  that,  in  fhort,  I  have  a  mind  to 
fteal  to  Ireland,  unlefs  I  find  myfelf  take  more 
to  this  way  of  living,  fo  different,  in  every  cir- 
cumftance,  from  what  I  Jeft.  This  is  the  firft 
fyllable  I  have  wrote  to  any  body  fince  you  faw 
me.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  not  as 
you  are  a  Londoner,  but  as  a  friend  ;  for  I  care 
not  three-pence  for  news,  nor  have  heard  one 
fyll.ible  fince  I  came  here.  The  Pretender,  or 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  may  both  be  landed,  and  I 
never  the  wifer :  But  if  this  place  were  ten  times 
worfe,  nothing  {hall  make  me  return  to  town, 
while  things  are  in  the  lltuation  I  left  them.  I 
give  a  guinea  a  week  for  my  board,  and  can  eat 
any  thing. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXCI. 

MR   JOHN    BARBER    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London^  June  8,  1714. 

I  HAVE  inclofed  all  the  letters  that  have  come 
to  my  hands.  I  faw  my  Lord  Treafurer  to- 
day, who  -afked  me  where  you  were  gone  ?  I 
told  his  Lordfhip  you  were  in  Be^kfhire  *.  He 
anfwered,  it  is  very  well ;  I  fuppofe  I  fhall  foon 
hear  from  him.  My  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  very 
merry  with  me  upon  your  journey,  and  hoped 
the  world  would  be  the  better  for  your  retire- 
ment, and  that  I  fliould  foon  be  the  midwife. 
The  fchifm  bill  was  read  the  fecond  time  yefter- 
day,  and  committed  for  to-morrow,  without  a 
divifion.  Every  body  is  in  the  greateft  confter- 
nation  at  your  retirement,  and  wonders  at  the 
caufe.  I  tell  them,  it  is  for  your  health's  fake. 
Mr  Gay  is  made  fecretary  to  my  Lord  Claren- 
don, and  is  very  well  pleafed  with  his  promotion. 
The  Queen  is  fo  well,  that  the  Sicilian  AmbafTa- 

dor 

*  Swift  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  recon- 
ciliation between  Lord  Oxford  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  retired 
about  this  time  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr  Gene,  at 
Wantage,  in  Berkfliire,  who  is  fHll  living.  While  he  was  there, 
he  wrote  a  difcourfe,  called,  Free  ibwglts  on  ify  prefent  ft  ate  of 
affairs,  and  fait  it  up  to  London  :  But  fome  difference  of  opi- 
nion between  him  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  prevented  its  publica- 
tion at  that  time.  The  Queen  died  about  ten  weeks  afterwards, 
gnd  the  difcourfe  lias  been  fince  printed  in  his  works. 
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dor  hath  his  audience  to-night.  She  can  walk, 
thank  God,  and  is  very  well  recovered.  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

TYRANT-*. 


LETTER      CXCII. 

DR  ARBUTHNOTT,    THE  QJJEEN's  DOMESTIC 
PHYSICIAN,    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER-}-,  Stjamefstjune  12, 1714. 

I  AM  glad  your  proud  ftomach  is  come  down, 
and  that  you  fubmit  to  write  to  your  friends. 
1  was  of  opinion,  that  if  they  managed  you  right, 
they  might  bring  you  to  be  even  fond  of  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Poft-Boy,  or  Flying-Poft.  As  for 
the  prefent  ftate  of  our  Court  affairs,  I  thank 
God,  I  am  almoft  as  ignorant  as  you  are,  to  my 
great  eafe  and  comfort.  I  have  never  enquired 
about  any  thing,  flnce  my  Lady  Mafiiam  told 
the  dragon  ^,  that  fhe  would  carry  no  more 
rneflages,  nor  meddle  nor  make,  &c.  I  don't 
know  whether  things  were  quite  fo  bad  when 
you  went.  The  dragon  manages  this  bill  $  pretty 

well, 

*  Alderman  Barber  made  a  prefent  of  Dr  Swift's  picture, 
taken  in  the  early  time  of  his  life,  to  the  university  of  Oxford. 

f  One  of  the  fixteen. 

J  Lord  Treasurer  Oxford. 

§  To  prevent  the  growth  of  fchifm,  and  for  the  further  fecii- 
rity  of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  as  by  law  eilablilhed.  It  pafied 
the  Houfc  of  Lords,  i3th  June,  1714. 
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well,  for  you  know,  that  is  his  forte  :  And  I  be- 
lieve, at  the  rate  they  go  on,  they  will  do  tnif- 
chief  to  themfelves,  and  good  to  nobody  elfe. 

You  know,  that  Gay  goes  to  Hanover,  and 
my  Lord  Treafurer  has  promifed  to  equip  him. 
Monday  is  the  day  of  departure  ;  and  he  is  now 
dancing  attendance,  for  money  to  buy  him  {hoes, 
ftockmgs,  and  linen.  The  Duchefs  has.  turned 
him  off  *,  which  I  am  afraid  will  make  the  poor 
man's,  condition  worfe,  inftead  of  better. 

The  dragon  was  with  us  on  Saturday  night  laft, 
after  having  fent  us  really  a  moft  excellent  copy  of 
verfes.  I  really  .believe,  when  he  lays  down,  he 
•will  prove  a  very  good  poet.  I  remember  the 
firft  part  of  his  verfes,  was  complaining  of  ill 
ufage;  and  at  latt  he  concludes, 

<(  He  that  cares  not  to  rule,  will  be  fure  to  obey, 
"  "When  fummon'd  by  Arbuthnot,  Pope,  Parnell, 
and  Gay." 

Parnell  has  been  thinking  of  going  chaplain  to  my 
Lord  Clarendon  f;  but  they  will  not  fay  whether 
he  {hould  or  not.  I  am  to  meet  our  club  at  the 
Pall-Mall  coffee-houfe,  about  one  to  day,  where 
\ve  cannot  fail  to  remember  you.  The  Queen  is 
in  good  health  ;  much  in  the  fame  circumtlances 
•with  the  gentleman  I  mentioned,  in  attendance 
i  upon 

*  The  Duchefs  of  Monmruth,  to  whom  he  had  been  fecre- 
tary. 

f  Who  was  fent  by  the  Queen  to  the  Court  of  Hanover. 
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upon  her  minifters,  for  fomething  me  cannot 
obtain.  My  Lord  and  my  Lady  Mafham,  and 
Lady  Fair,  remember  you  kindly;  and  none  with 
more  fincere  refpect,  than  your  affectionate  bro- 
ther, and  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER      CXCIII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    THE    EARL    OF    OXFORD  *. 

MY  LORD,  June  14,   1714. 

WH  E  N  I  was  with  you,  I  have  faid  more 
than,  once,  that  I  would  never  allow 
quality  or  ftation  made  any  real  difference  be- 
tween men.  Being  now  abfent,  and  forgotten,  I 
have  changed  my  mind.  You  have  a  thoufand 
people  who  can  pretend  they  love  you,  with  as 
much  appearance  of  flncerity  as  I  ;  fo  that,  ac- 
cording to  common  juftice,  I  can  have  but  a  thou- 
fandth  part  in  return  of  what  I  give.  And  this  dif- 
ference is  wholly  owing  to  your  ftation.  And  the 
misfortune  is  Mill  the  greater,  becaufe lalways  loved 
you  juft  fo  much  the  worfe  for  your  ftation.  For 
in  your  public  capacity,  you  have  often  angered 
me  to  the  heart ;  but  as  a  private  man,  never  once. 
VOL.  XV.  F  So 

*  This  letter  was  written  from  Berkfliire,  after  the  Doctor 
had  wholly  quitted  the  miniflry,  upon  finding  it  impoflible  to 
reconcile  the  ruiYunderflandingS  between  the  Lord  Treafurer  and 
the  Secretary.  Swift. 
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So  that  if  I  only  look  towards  myfelf,  I  could 
wifh  you  a  private  man  to-morrow.  For  I  have 
nothing  to  afk,  at  leaft  nothing  that  you  will 
give,  which,  is  the  fame  thing.  And  then  you 
would  fee  whether  I  fhould  not,  with  much  more 
willingnefs,  attend  you  in  a  retirement,  whenever 
you  pleafe  to  give  me  leave,  than  ever  I  did  at 
London  or  Windfor.  For  thefe  fentiments  I  will 
never  write  to  you,  if  I  can  help  it,  otherwife 
than  as  to  a  private  perfon,  nor  allow  myfelf  to 
have  been  obliged  by  you  in  any  other  capacity. 

The  memory  of  one  great  inftance  of  your 
candour  and  juftice,  I  will  carry  to  my  grave  ;  that 
having  been  in  a  manner  domeflic  with  you  for 
almoft  four  years,  it  was  never  in  the  power  of 
any  public  or  concealed  enemy,  to  make  you  think 
ill  of  me,  though  malice  and  envy  were  often  em- 
ployed to  that  end.  If  I  live,  pofterity  fhall  know 
that  and  more  ;  which,  though  you,  and  fome- 
body  that  ihall  be  namelefs,  feem  to  value  lefs 
than  I  could  wifti,  is  all  the  return  I  can  make 
you.  Will  you  give  me  leave  to  fay,  how  I  would 
defire  to  ftand  in  your  memory  ?  as  one  who  was 
truly  fenfible  of  the  honour  you  did  him,  though 
he  was  too  proud  to  be  vain  upon  it ;  as  one 
who  was  neither  afluming,  officious,  nor  teafing, 
who  never  wilfully  mifreprefented  perfons  or  fadls 
to  you,  nor  confulred  his  paffions  when  he  gave 
a  character  ;  and,  laftly,  as  one  whofe  indifcre- 
tions  proceeded  altogether  from  a  weak  head,  and 
not  an  ill  heart.  I  will  add  one  thing  more, 

which 
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which  is  the  higheft  compliment  I  can  make,  that 
I  nt'ver  was  afraid  of  offending  you,  nor  am  now 
in  any  pain  for  the  manner  I  write  to  you  in.  I 
have  f.iid  enough,  and,  like  one  at  your  levee, 
having  made  my  bow,  I  flirink  back  into  the 
croud.  I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 


'LETTER      CXCIV. 

MR    POPE    TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

June  1 8,   1714- 

WHATEVER  apologies  it  might  become 
me  to  make  at  any  other  time  for  writ- 
ing to  you,  I  {hall  ufe  none  now,  to  a  man  who 
has  owned  himfelf  as  fplenetic  as  a  cat  in  the 
country.  In  that  circumftance,  I  know  by  expe- 
rience, a  letter  is  a  very  ufeful,  as  well  as  amufing 
thing.  If  you  are  too  bufied  in  ftate  affairs  to 
read  it,  yet  you  may  find  entertainment  in  folding 
it  into  divers  figures ;  either  doubling  it  into  py- 
ramidical,  or  twifting  it  into  a  ferpentine  form  ; 
or,  if  your  difpofition  Ihoukl  not  be  fo  mathema- 
tical, in  taking  it  with  you  to  that  place  where 
men  of  fludious  minds  are  apt  to  fit  longer  than 
ordinary  ;  where,  after  an  abrupt  divifion  of  the 
paper,  it  may  not  be  unpleafant  to  try  to  fit  and 
rejoin  the  -broken  lines  together.  All  thefe  a- 
mufements  I  am  no  ftranger  to  in  the  country  j 
and  doubt  not,  but  by  this  time  you  begin  to  re- 
lilh  them  in  your  prefent  contemplative  fituation. 
F  2  I 
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I  remember  a  man  who  was  thought  to  have 
fome  knowledge  in  the  world,  ufed  to  affirm, 
that  no  people  in  town  ever  complained  they 
were  forgotten  by  their  friends  in  the  country. 
But  my  increasing  experience  convinces  me  he 
was  miftaken  ;  for  I  find  a  great  many  here  grie- 
voufly  complaining  of  you  upon  this  fcore.  I 
am  told  further,  that  you  treat  the  few  you  cor- 
refpond  with,  in  a  very  arrogant  ftyle  ;  and  tell 
them  you  admire  at  their  infolence,  in  difturbing 
your  meditations,  or  even  enquiring  of  your  re- 
treat *  :  But  this  I  will  not  pofitively  afTert,  be- 
caufe  I  never  received  any  fuc'h  infulting  epiftle 
from  you.  My  Lord  Oxford  fays,  you  have  not 
written  to  him  once  fince  you  went.  Cut  this 
perhaps  may  be  only  policy  in  him,  or  you  ;  and 
I,  who  am  half  a  Whig,  muft  not  entirely  credit 
any  thing  he  affirms.  At  Button's  it  is  reported 
you  are  gone  to  Hanover,  and  that  Gay  goes  on- 
ly on  an  embafTy  to  you.  Others  apprehend  fome 
dangerous  State-Treatife  from  your  retirement  ; 
and  a  Wit,  who  affc£ls  to  imitate  Balfac,  fays, 
That  the  miniftry  now,  are  like  thofe  Heathens  of 
old,  who  received  their  oracles  from  the  woods. 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Roman-Catholic  perfua- 
lion  are  not  unwilling  to  credit  me,  when  I  whif- 
per,  that  you  are  gone  to  meet  fome  Jefuits  com- 

miffioned 


*  Some  time  before  the  death  of  C^_  Anne,  when  her  minifters 
were  quarrelling,  and  the  Dean  could  not  reconcile  them,  he  re- 
tired to  a  friend's  houfc  in  Berkfhire,  and  never  faw  them  after. 
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miffioned  from  the  Court  of  Rome,  in  order  to 
fettle  the  moft  convenient  methods  to  be  taken  for 
the  coming  of  the  Pretender.  Dr  Arbuthnott  is 
fingular  in  his  opinion,  and  imagines  your  only 
defign  is  to  attend  at  full  leifure,  to  the  life  and 
advenmres  of  Scriblerus  *.  This  indeed  nmft  be 
granted  of  greater  importance  than  all  the  reft  ; 
and  I  wlfh  I  could  promife  fo  well  of  you.  The 
top  of  my  own  ambition  is  to  contribute  to  that 
great  work,  and  I  {hall  translate  Homer  by  the 
bye.  Mr  Gay  has  acquainted  you  what  progrefs 
I  have  made  in  it.  I  can't  name  Mr  Gay,  with- 
out all  the  acknowledgments  which  I  {hall  ever 
owe  you  on  his  account.  If  I  writ  this  in  verfe, 
I  would  tell  you,  you  are  like  the  fun  ;  and  while 
men  imagine  you  to  be  retired  or  abfent,  are 
hourly  exerting  your  indulgence,  and  bringing 
things  to  maturity  for  their  advantage.  Of  ail 
the  world,  you  are  the  man,  (without  flattery) 
who  ferve  your  friends  with  the  leaft  oftentation  r 
It  is  almoft  ingratitude  to  thank  you,  conildering 
your  temper}  and  this  is  the  period  of  all  my 
letter,  which  I  fear  you  will  think  the  moft  im- 
pertinent. I  am,  with  trueft  affection,  your's,  &c. 
F  3  LET- 

*  This  project  (in  which  the  principal  perfons  engaged  were 
Dr  Arbuthnott,  Dr  Swift,  and  Mr  Pope)  was,  to  write  a  com- 
plete fatire  in  profe  upon  the  abufes  in  every  branch  of  fcience, 
comprifed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  life  and  writings  of  Scriblerus. 
Of  which  only  fome  detached  parts  and  frsjments  were  done  ;. 
fuch  as,  the  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus,  the  Travels  of  Gulliver,  the 
Treat ife  of  the  Profund,  the  Literal  Criticifms  on  Virgil,  &c. 
Warb. 
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LETTER      CXCV. 

THOMAS    HARLEY,    ESQ.    TO    DR    SWIFT. 
SIR,  June  X9>    I7I4« 

YOUR  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fure.  1  do  not  mean  only  the  fatisfaftion 
one  muft  always  find  in  hearing  from  fo  good 
a  friend,  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the 
world,  and  formed  a  new  character,  which  no 
body  is  vain  enough  to  pretend  to  imitate.  But 
you  mull  know,  the  moment  after  you  difappear- 
ed,  I  found  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  be  unconcern- 
ed, and  to  flight  (as  I  really  have  done)  all  the 
filly  ftories  and  fchemes  I  met  with  every  day  ; 
the  effects  of  felf-conceit,  and  a  frightened,  hafty 
defire  of  gain.  They  afked  me,  Has  not  the 
Dean  left  the  town  ?  Is  not  Dr  Swift  gone  into 
the  country  ?  Yes.  And  I  would  have  gone  in- 
to the  country  too,  if  I  had  not  learned,  one 
cannot  be  hurt,  till  one  turns  one's  back :  For 
which  reafon,  I  will  go  no  more  on  their  er- 
rands. But  'ferioufly,  you  never  heard  fuch 
bellowing  about  the  town,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
nation,  efpecially  among  the  fharpers,  fellers  of 
bear-lkins  *,  and  the  reft  of  that  kind  ;  nor 

fuch 

*  Stock-jobbers.  He  who  fells  that  of  which  he  is  not  pof- 
fl-flcd,  is  laid,  proverbially,  to  fell  the  bear's  (kin,  while  the 
hear  runs  into  the  woods.  And  it  being  common  for  (lock- 
jobbers  to  make  contrafls  for  transferring  (lock  at  a  future  time, 
though  they  were  not  poflefled  of  the  flock  to  be  transferred, 
thev  were  called  fellers  of  bear-lkins. 
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fuch  crying  and  fqualling  among  the  Ladies  :  In- 
fomuch  that  it  has  at  laft  reached  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  which  lam  forry  for,  becaufe  it  is 
hot  and  uneafy  fitting  there  in  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  But  I  was  told  to-day,  that  in  fome  coun- 
tries, people  are  forced  to  watch  day  and  night, 
to  keep  wild  beads  out  of  their  corn.  Do  you 
not  pity  me,  for  yielding  to  fuch  grave  fayings, 
to  be  {lifted  every  day  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ? 

When  I  was  out  of  England,  I  ufed  to  receive 
four  or  five  letters  each  poft,  with  this  pafiage : 
"  As  for  what  pafles  here,  you  will  be  informed 
t(  by  others  much  better  j  therefore  I  fhall  not 
"  trouble  you  with  any  thing  of  that  fort." 
You  will  give  leave  to  ufe  it  now,  as  my  excufe 
to  you  for  not  writing  news.  I  hope  honeft 
Gay  will  be  better  fupplied  by  fome  friend  or 
other.  Before  I  received  your  direction,  I  had 
ordered  my  fervant,  who  comes  next  Monday 
out  of  Herefordfhire,  to  leave  your  horfe  at 
the  Crown  in  Farrington,  where  you  can  eafily 
fend  for  him.  I  hear  he  was  fo  fat,  they  could 
not  travel  him  till  he  was  taken  down  ;  and  I 
ordered  he  fhould  go  fhort  journies  :  He  is  of 
a  good  breed,  and  therefore  I  hope  will  prove 
well  ;„  if  not,  ufe  him  like  a  bafhrd,  and  I  will 
chufe  another  for  you.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
faithful  humble  fervant,  T.  HARLEY.* 

L  E  T- 

*  This  c-entleman  was  coufin  to  the  Lord  Treafurer.  He 
died  in  January  1737,  and  left  his  eftate  to  Edward  Ilarley,  Efq, 
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LETTER      CXCVI. 

MR    THOMAS,    SECRETARY    TO    LORD    TREA- 
SURER,   TO    DR    SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Jufie  22,  1714. 

IT  was  with  fome  difficulty,  that  I  prevailed 
with  myfelf  to  forbear  acknowledging  your 
kind  letter.  I  can  only  tell  you,  it  fhall  be  the 
bufinefs  of  my  life,  to  endeavour  to  deferve  the 
opinion  you  exprefs  of  me,  and  thereby  to  re- 
commend myfelf  to  the  continuance  of  your 
friendfhip. 

My  Lord  Treafurer  does,  upon  all  occafions, 
do  juftice  to  your  merit ;  and  has  expreffed  to 
all  his  friends,  the  great  efteem  he  has  for  fo 
hearty  and  honeft  a  friend,  and  particularly  on 
occafion  of  the  letter  you  mention  to  have  lately 
writ  to  him.  And  all  his  friends  can  inform 
you,  with  what  pleafure  he  communicated  it  to 
them. 

And  now  for  bufinefs ;  I  am  to  acquaint  you, 
that  laft  Thurfday  I  received  the  50-!.  (which 
now  waits  your  orders)  and  dated  your  receipt 
accordingly,  which  I  delivered  to  Mr  Wetham, 
who  paid  me  the  money. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you  how  matters  go. 
Our  friend  fays  very  bad.  I  am  fanguine  enough. 
to  hope  not  worfe.  I  am,  with  all  poilible  efteem,, 
ever  your's. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXCVII. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER,  Kenjifigton,  June  26,  1714. 

I  HAD  almoft  refolved  not  to  write  to  you, 
for  fear  of  diftlirbing  fo  happy  a  ftate  as  you 
defcribe.  On  the  other  hand,  a  little  of  the 
devil,  that  cannot  endure  any  body  flionld  enjoy 
a  paradife,  almoft  provoked  me  to  give  you  a 
long  and  melancholy  frate  of  our  affairs.  For 
you  muft  know,  that  it  is  juft  my  own  cafe.  I 
have  with  great  induftry  endeavoured  to  live  in 
ignorance,  but  at  the  fame  time  would  enjoy  Ken- 
fington  Garden  ;  and  then  fome  bufy  difcontent- 
ed  body  or  another  comes  juft  crofs  me,  and  be- 
gins a  difmal  ftory  •,  and,  before  I  go  to  fupper, 
I  am  as  full  of  grievance  as  the  moft  knowing  of 
them. 

I  will  plague  you  a  little,  by  telling  you  the 
dragon  dies  hard.  He  is  now  kicking  and  cuffing 
about  him  like  the  devil ;  and  you  know  parlia- 
mentary management  is  the  forte,  but  no  hopes 
of  any  fettlement  between  the  two  champions. 
The  dragon  faid  laft  night  to  my  Lady  Mafham 
and  me,  that  it  is  with  great  induftry  he  keeps 
his  friends,  who  are  very  numerous,  from  pull- 
ing all  to  pieces.  Gay  had  a  hundred  pounds 
in  due  time,  and  went  away  a  happy  man.  I 
have  folicited  both  Lord  Treafurer  and  Lord.  Bo- 
lingbroke  ftrongly  for  the  Parnelian,  and  gave 

them 
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them  a  memorial  the  other  day.  Lord  Treafu- 
rer  fpeaks  mighty  affectionately  of  him,  which 
yop  know  is  an  ill  fign  in  ecelefiaftical  prefer- 
ments. Witnefs  fome,  that  you  and  I  know, 
when  the  contrary  was  the  beft  fign  in  the  world. 
Pray  remember  Martin  *,  who  is  an  innocent 
fellow,  and  will  not  difturb  your  folitude.  The 
ridicule  of  medicine  is  fo  copious  a  fubject,  that 
I  muft  only  here  and  there  touch  it.  I  havs 
made  him  ftudy  phyfic  from  the  apothecary's 
bill,  where  there  is  a  good  plentiful  field  for 
fatire  upon  the  prefent  practice.  One  of  his  pro- 
jects was,  by  a  ftamp  upon  bliftering  plaifters,  and 
melilot  by  the  yard,  to  raife  money  for  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  give  it  to  Ratcliffe  and  others 
to  farm.  But  there  was  like  to  be  a  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  who 
had  no  mind  to  be  flea'd.  There  was  a  problem 
about  the  dofes  of  purging  medicines  published' 
four  years  ago,  fhewing,  that  they  ought  to  be 
in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  patient.  From 
thence  Martin  endeavours  to  determine  the  que- 
ftion  about  the  weight  of  the  ancient  men,  by 
the  dofes  of  phyfic  that  were  given  them.  One 
of  his  beft  inventions,  was  a  map  of  difeafes  for 
the  three  cavities  of  the  body,  and  one  for  the 
external  parts  ;  juft  like  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world.  Then  the  great  difeafes  are  like  capital 
cities,  with  their  fymptoms  all  like  ft  reels  and 
fuburbs,  with  the  roads  that  lead  to  other  dif- 
eafes. 

*  Martinus    Scriblerqs,    of  whom    Pope,    Avbuthnott,  and 
•thers,  were  to  write  the  memoirs. 
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cafes.  It  is  thicker  fet  with  towns,  than  any  Flan- 
ders map  you  ever  faw.  Ratcliffe  is  painted  at 
the  corner  or  the  map,  contending  for  the  uni- 
verfal  empire  of  this  world  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
phyficians  oppofing  his  ambitious  defigns,  with 
a  project  of  a  treaty  of  partition  to  fettle  peace. 

There  is  an  excellent  fubjecl  of  ridicule  from 
fome  of  the  German  phyiicians,  who  fet  up  a 
fenfitive  foul,  as  a  fort  of  a  mil  minifter  to  the 
rational.  Helmont  calls  him  Archseus.  Dolaeus 
calls'  him  Microcofmetor.  He  has  under  him 
feveral  other  genii,  that  refide  in  the  particular 
parts  of  the  body,  particularly  prince  Cardime- 
lech,  in  the  heart  ;  Gafteronax,  in  the  ftomach,.j 
and  the  Plaftic  Prince,  in  the  organs  of  genera- 
tion. I  believe  I  could  make  you  laugh  at  the  ex- 
plication of  diftempers,  from  the  wars  and  allian- 
ces of  thofe  princes  ;  and  how  the  firft  minifter 
gets  the  better  of  his  miftrefs,  Anima  Ratwnalis. 

The  beft  is,  that  it  is  making  reprifals  upon 
the  politicians,  who  are  fure  to  allegorife  all  the 
animal  cecononiy  into  ftate  affairs.  Pope  has 
been  collecting  high  flights  of  poetry,  which  are 
very  good  ;  they  are  to  be  folemn  nonfenfe. 

I  thought  upon  the  following  the  other  day, 
as  I  was  going  into  my  coach,  the  duft  being 
troublefome : 

The  duft  in  fmaller  particles  arofe, 
Than  thofe  which  fluid  bodies  do  compofe  : 
Contraries  in  extremes  do  often  meet ; 
Twas  now  fo  dry,  that  you  might  call  it  wet. 

I 
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I  don't  give  you  thefe  hints  to  divert  you,  but 
that  you  may  have  your  thoughts,  and  work 
upon  them. 

I  know  you  love  me  heartily ;  and  yet  I  will 
not  own,  that  you  love  me  better  than  I  love 
you.  My  Lord  and  Lady  Mafham  love  you  too, 
and  read  your  letter  to  me  with  pleafure.  My 
Lady  fays  fhe  will  write  to  you,  whether  you 
write  to  her  or  not.  Dear  friend,  adieu. 


LETTER      CXCVIIL 

MR    JOHN    BARBER    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

HONOURED  SIR,         London,  July  6,  1714* 

I  HAD  your's  of  the  3d  inftant,  and  am  hear- 
tily  glad  of  your  being  in  health,  which  I 
hope  will  continue.     Pray  draw  what  bills  you 
pleafe  :  I'll  pay  them  on  demand. 

I  fortunately  met  Lord  Bolingbroke  yefterday, 
the  minute  I  had  your  letter.  I  attacked  him 
for  fome  wine,  and  he  immediately  ordered  you 
two  dozen  of  red  French  wine,  and  one  dozen  of 
ftrong  Arizana  white  wine.  The  hamper  will  be 
fent  to-morrow  by  Robert  Stone,  the  Wantage 
carrier,  and  will  be  there  on  Friday.  I  am  afraid 
it  will  coft  you  55.  to  George,  my  Lord's  butler ; 
but  I  would  do  nothing  without  order.  My 
Lord  bid  me  tell  you  this  morning,  that  he  will 
write  tp  you,  and  let  you  know,  that  as  great  a 
i  philofopher 
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philofopher  as  you  are,  you  havj  had  the  pip  ; 
that  the  public  affairs  are  carried  on,  with  the 
fame  zeal,  and  quick  difpatch,  as  when  you  was 
there  •,  nay,  that  they  are  improved  in  feveral 
.particulars  j  that  the  fame  good  understanding 
continues  ;  that  he  hopes  the  world  will  be  the 
better  for  your  retirement ;  that  your  inimitable 
pen  was  never  more  wanted  than  now  ;  and  more, 
which -I  cannot  remember.  I  believe  he  expects 
you  fliould  write  ro  him.  He  fpolce  many  affec- 
tionate and  handfome  things  in  your  favour.  I 
told  him  your  ftory  of  the  fpaniel,  which  made 
him  laugh  heartily.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CXCIX. 

MR   JOHN    BARBER    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Lambert-Hill,  July  <5,    1714. 

I  Thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  pac- 
ket *  fent  laft  Sunday.  I  have  {hewn  it  on- 
ly to  one  perfon,  who  is  charmed  with  it,  and 
will  make  fome  fmall  alterations  and  additions  to 
ir,  with  your  leave.  You  will  the  eafier  give 
leave,  when  I  tell  you,  that  it  is  one  of  the  beft 
pens  in  England.  Pray  favour  me  with  a  line. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER. 
Indorfed  thus  by  the  Dean  : 

John  Barber's  letter  about  the  pamphlet. 
VOL.  XV.  G  LET- 

*  Probably,  Free  thoughts  on  the  prefent  flate  of  affairs. 
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LETTER      CC. 

MR    THOMAS,    SECRETARY    TO    LORD    TREA- 
SURER,   TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,    '  July  6,  1714. 

I  SHOULD  not  have  prefume.d  to  break  in 
upon  your  retirements,  nor  fo  much  as  en- 
quire- for  your  addrefs,  had  not  the  inclofed 
given  me  a  fair  occafion  to  afk  after  your  health. 
I  need  not  add  any  thing  to  what  the  papers 
will  inform  you  touching  that  affair.  The  per- 
fon  mentioned  in  the  Baron's  letter,  has  not  yet 
called  upon  me.  When  you  have  indorfed  the 
letter  of  attorney,  pleafe  to  return  that,  and  the 
Baron's  letter,  that  I  may  follow  his  directions. 
I  dare  not  mention  any  thing  of  politics,  to  one 
that  has  purpofely  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the 
din  of  it.  I  lhall  only  tell  you,  that  your  friends 
applaud  your  conduct,  with  relation  to  your  own 
eafe  ;  but  they  think  it  hard  you  fhould  abdicate 
at  a  juncture  your  friend fhip  feems  to  be  of  the 
moffc  ufe  to  them.  I  am  fure  fome  of  them  want 
your  advice,  as  well  as  afiiftance.  You  will  'for- 
give this  digrefllon  from  bufinefs,  when  I  tell 
you,  I  fliall  not  repeat  this  trouble,  not  having 
fo  much  as  kept  a  copy  of  your  direction.  You 
may  direct  your  commands  to  me,  under  cover 
to  our  common  friend.  I  hope  you  believe  me 
too  fenfible  of  obligations,  to  need  formal  aflur- 
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ances  of  the  fincere  refpect,  wherewith  I  am, 
Rev.  Sir,  your  moil  obedient  and  moft  humble 
fcrvant,  WILLIAM  THOMAS. 


LETTER      CCL 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQ;    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,   July  6,    1714. 

YOU  give  me  fuch  good  reafons  for  your 
defire  of  knowing  what  becomes  of  our 
grand  affair,  that,  to  oblige  you,  and  perhaps 
to  give  myfelf  vent,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think 
on  it.  The  two  Ladies  *  feem  to  have  deter- 
mined the  fall  of  the  dragon  f,  and  to  entertain 
a  chimerical  notion,  that  there  fhall  be  no  Mon- 
fieur  le  Premier,  but  that  all  power  {hall  refide 
in  one,  and  profit  in  the  other.  The  man  of 
Mercury  J  foothes  them  in  this  notion,  with 
great  dexterity  and  reafon  ;  for  he  will  be  Mon- 
lieur  le  Premier  then  of  courfe,  by  virtue  of  the 
little  feal.  His  character  is  too  bad  to  carry  the 
great  enfigns  j  therefore  he  takes  another  me- 
thod, and  I  think  it  very  artful,  viz.  to  con- 
tinue his  prefent  flation,  to  which  the  power 
may  altogether  be  as  properly  attached  as  to  the 
wand.  In  this  brangle  I  am  no  otherwife  con- 
cerned, than  that  I  muft  lofe  part  of  the  pleafure 
G  2  I 

*  The  Queen,  and  Lady  Somerfet. 

f  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford.         J  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
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I  had  in  the  converfation  of  my  friends.  And 
that  I  am  really  apprehenfive  the  two  Ladies  may 
fuffcr  by  the  undertaking  ;  for  the  man  of  Mer- 
cury's bottom  is  too  narrow,  his  faults  of  the 
firft  magnitude  ;  and  we  cannot  find,  that  there 
is  any  fcheme  in  the  world  how  to  proceed. 
Mercurialis  *  complains,  that  the  dragon  f  has 
ufed  him  barbaroufly  ;  that  he  is  in  with  the 
democraticals,  and  never  conferred  a  fingle  obli- 
gation upon  him  fince  he  had  the  wand.  Le 
temps  nous  eclaircira. 

I  propofe  to  move  on  the  2d  of  Auguft  to 
Bath,  and  to  ftay  there,  or  go  from  thence, 
according  as  our  chaos  fettles  here.  I  believe  I 
fhall  not  go  to  Abercathy,  otherwife  I  would 
attend  you.  Shall  not  we  meet  at  Bath  I  Before 
I  began  this  paragraph,  I  (hould  have  added 
fomething  to  the  former,  which  is,  that  the 
the  dragon  is  accufed  of  having  betrayed  his 
friends  yefterday,  upon  the  matter  of  the  three 
explanatory  articles  of  the  Spanifh  treaty  of  com- 
merce, which  he  allowed  not  to  be  beneficial  ; 
and  that  the  Queen  might  better  prefs  for  their 
being  changed,  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe 
they  ought  to  be  fo.  The  addrefs  then  patted 
without  a  negative. 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  gave  me  of 
the  farm  in  Buckinghamshire.  I  could  like  the 
thing,  and  the  price  too,  very  well ;  but  when 
it  comes  to  a  point,  I  own  my  weaknefs  to  you. 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke.        f  Lord  Treafurer. 
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I  can't  work  myfelf  up  to  a  refolution,  whilft  I 
have  any  hope  of  the  200 1.  a-year  I  told  you  of 
in  my  own  parifh  ;  it  lies  now  at  fale  :  If  I  mifs, 
I  would  catch  greedily  at  the  other. 

When  I  am  at  the  Bath,  I  will  fet  down  the 
hints  you  delire. 


LETTER      CCIf, 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    *    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Indorfed,  Affairs  go  worfe.      London,  July  6.  * 

IF  Barber  be  not  a  very  great  blockhead,  I 
fhall  foon  fend  you  a  letter  in  print,  in  an- 
fxver  to  your  lad  :  I  hope  it  may  be  next  poft,  for 
he  had  it  on  Sunday.  I  took  care  to  blot  out 
the  e's  out  of  onely,  and  the  a's  out  of  fcheame, 
which  I  fuppofe  is  the  meaning  of  your  queftion, 
whether  I  corrected  it  ?  I  don't  know  any  other 
alteration  is  wanted  ;  and  I  made  none,  except  in 
one  paragraph,  that  I  changed  the  prefent  to  the 
pad  tenfe  four  times  ;  and  I  am  not  fure  I  did 
right  in  it  neither.  There  is  fo  great  a  tendernefs 

and  regard  all  along  to  the ,  that  I  could  have 

wimed  this  expreffion  had  been  out,  [the  uncer- 
tain timorous  nature  of  the  — ].     But  there 

was  no  ilriking  it  out,  without  fpoiling  the  beauty 
G  3  o£ 

*  This  gentleman  was  by  the  Dean's  intereft  made  Gazetteers 
See  the  Dean's  Letter  to  Mrs  Dingley,  dated  July  i,  1712. 
f  The  year  is  omitted,  but  it  fhould  be  1714* 
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of  the  paflage ;  and,  as  if  I  had  been  the  author 
myfelf,  I  preferred  beauty  to  difcretion.  I  really 
think  it  is  at  leaft  equal  to  any  thing  you  have 
writ ;  and  I  dare  fay,  it  will  do  great  fervice,  as 
matters  ftand  at  prefent  *. 

The  Colonel  f ,  and  his  friends,  give  the  game 
for  loft  on  their  fide ;  and  I  believe,  by  next  week, 
we  fhall  fee  Lord  Bolingbroke  at  the  head  of  af- 
fairs. The  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  J  is  to  be  Lord 
Privy  Seal.  They  talk  of  feveral  other  alterations, 
as,  that  my  Lord  Trevor  is  to  be  Prefident  of  the 
Council  y  Lord  Abingdon,  Lord  Chamberlain  ; 
Lord  Anglefey,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ; 
that  Mr  Bromley  {|  is  to  go  out,  and  a  great  many 
more  in  lefier  employments.  I  fancy  thefe  re- 
ports are  fpread,  to  draw  in  as  many  as  they  can 
to  oppofe  the  new  fcheme.  I  can  hardly  think 
any  body  will  be  turned  out  of  the  Cabinet,  ex- 
cept the  Treafurer  and  the  Privy-Seal  §.  Perhaps 
jny  Lord  Paulet  ^  may  lay  down.  Certainly  the 

Secretary 

*  Tt  is  not'known,  that  the  Dean  published,  or  was  about  to 
publilh,  any  thing  at  this  time,  except  the  Free  Thoughts.  It  i$ 
therefore  probable,  that  this  tract  was  printing,  or  printed,  when 
the  Dean  fupprefled  it  for  the  reafons  mentioned  before.  The 
words,  however,  which  Mr  Ford  fays  he  could  have  wifhed  to 
have  blotted  out,  but  fpared  for  the  beauty  of  the  paflage,  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  copy  printed  in  the  Dean's  woiks  \_  nor  is 
it  eafy  to  determine,  where  they  originally  flood. 

f  Lord  Oxford. 

$  See  Lewis's  Letter  of  Auguft  10,  1714. 

[j  Secretary  for  the  Northern  Provinces. 

§  Lord  Dartmouth. 

5  Lord  Steward. 
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Secretary  may  continue  in,  if  he  pleafes  j  and  I 
don't  hear  that  he  is  difpofed  to  refign,  or  that 
he  is  fo  attached  to  any  minifter,  as  to  enter  into 
their  refentments.  What  has  John  of  Bucks  * 
done  ?  and  yet  the  report  is  very  ftrong,  that  he 

is  to  be  fucceeded  by  my  Lord  T or  f .     The 

Duke  of  Shrewfbury  was  OIK,  out  of  eight  or  nine 
Lords,  that  ftood  by  my  Lord  B  oiingbroke  yefter- 
day,  in  the.  debate  about  the  Spanifh  treaty,  and 
fpoke  with  a  good  deal  of  fpirit.  Is  it  likely  he 
is  to  be  turned  out  of  all  ?  The  Lords  have  made 
a  reprefentation  to  the  Queen,  in  which  they  de- 
fire  her  to  furmount  the  infurmountable  difficul- 
ties the  Spar.ifh  trade  lies  under  by  the  laft  treaty, 
It  is  thought  there  was  a  majority  in  the  Houfe, 
to  have  prevented  fuch  a  reflection  upon  the  trea- 
ty, if  they  had  come  to  a  divifion.  The  clamour 
of  the  merchants,  Whig  and  Tory,  has  been  too 
great  to  have  pafled  a  vote  in  vindication  of  it  as 
it  ftands  ratified.  But  my  Lord  Angleiey",  and  his 
fquadron,  feemed  willing  to  oppofe  any  cenfure 
of  it ;  and  yet  this  reprefentation  was  fuffered  to 
pafs,  no-body  knows  how.  To-day  they  are  to 
take  into  confiJeration  the  Queen's  anfwer  to 
their  addrefs,  defiring  to  know  who  advifed  her 
to  ratify  the  explanation  of  the  three  articles. 
She  fent  them  word,  fhe  thought  there  was-  little 

difference 

*  John  Sheffield,  Duke  of  Buckingliamfhire. 
f  Trevor,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas.    He  had 
been  created  Lord  Trevor  of  Bromham,  in  Eedfordihire,  Jan.  l> 
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difference  between  that,  and  what  was  figned  at 
Utrecht.  When  they  rife,  I  will  tell  you  what 
they  have  done.  The  laft  money-bill  was  fent  up 
yefterday  ;  fo  that,  in  all  probability,  the  Parlia- 
ment will  be  up  in  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
we  fhall  be  entertained  with  Court  affairs.  I  hope 
you  got  mine  laft  poft,  and  one  a  fortnight  ago. 
Will  the  change  of  the  miniftry  affect  Elwood  ? 
He  is  in  pain  about  it.  I  am  told  the  people  of 
Ireland  are  making  a  ftrong  opposition  againft 
the  prefent  Provoft. 

The  confideration  of  the  Queen's  anfwer  is 
deferred  till  to-morrow.  I  am  now  with  Lord 
Guilford,  and  three  other  Commiflioners  of 
Trade,  who  were  examined  to-day  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  They  are  prodigi- 
oufly  pleafed  with  what  has  been  done.  But  I 
don't  underftand  it  well  enough,  to  give  you  an 
account  of  it.  For  the  rapture  they  are  in,  hin- 
ders them  from  explaining  themfelves  clearly.  I 
can  only  gather,  from  their  manner  of  difcourfe, 
that  they  are  come  off  without  cenfure. 


LETTER       CCIIL 

CHARLES    FORD,    ES.QJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  London ,  July  10,  1714. 

WHAT  anfwer  fliall  I  fend  ?   I  am  againft 
any  alteration  ;  but  additions,  1  think, 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  allowed.     I  wilh  I  had 

called 
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called  fooner  at  St  Dunftan's  ;  but  I  did  not  ex- 
pect it  would  have  come  out  till  Thurfday,  and 
therefore  did  not  go  there  till  yefterday.  Pray  let 
me  know  what  you  would  have  done.  Barber  was 
a  blockhead  to  have  {hewed  it  at  all ;  but  who 
can  help  that  ?  Write  an  anfwer,  either  for  your- 
felf,  or  me  j  but  I  beg  of  you  to  make  no  conde- 
fcenfions  *. 

Yefterday  put  an  end  to  the  Seffion,  and  to 
your  pain.  We  gained  a  glorious  victory  at  the 
lioufe  of  Lords,  the  day  before  :  The  attack  was 
made  immediately  on  Arthur  Moore  f,  who  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  with  the  other  Commiffioners 
of  the  Trade.  The  South-Sea  Company  had  pre- 
pared the  way  for  a  cenfure,  by  voting  him  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  truft,  and  incapable  of  ferving 
them  in  any  office  for  the  future.  This  paiTed 
without  hearing  wh^.t  he  had  to  fay  in  his  de- 
fence, and  had  the  ufual  fate  of  fuch  unreafonable 
reflections.  Thofe  who  propofed  the  resolutions, 
were  Warned  for  their  violence  ;  and  the  perfon 
accufed,  appearing  to  be  lefs  guilty  than  they 
made  him,  was  thought  to  be  more  innocent  than 
I  doubt  he  is.  The  Whigs  propofed  two  quef- 
tions  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againft  him,  and  loft 
both  •,  one,  by  twelve  ;  and  the  other,  I  think,  by 
eighteen  votes. 

Court 

*  This  probably  relates  to  the  Free  Thoughts. 
'    f  One  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  who 
was  accufed  of  being  bribed  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  to  favour  that 
kingdom  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  made  between  it  and  Eng- 
land. 
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Court  affairs  go  on  as  they  did.  The  cry  is 
ftill  on  the  Captain's  fide  *.  Is  not  he  the  per- 
fon  Barber  means,  by  one  of  the  beft  pens  in 
England  ?  Tt  is  only  my  own  conjecture,  but  I 
can  think  of  no  body  elfe.  Have  you  the  Queen's 
fpeech,  the  Lords  addrefs,  &c.  or  fhali  I  fend 
them  to  you  ?  and  do  you  want  a  comment  ? 
Have  Pope  and  Parnell  been  to  vifit  you,  as  they 
intended  ? 

I  had  a  letter  yefterday  from  Gay,  who  is  at 
the  Hague,  and  prefents  his  humble  fervice  to 
you.  He  has  writ  to  Mr  Lewis  too;  but  his  re- 
fpec~l  makes  him  keep  greater  diftance  with  him  ; 
and  I  think  mine  is  the  pleafanter  letter,  which 
I  am  forry  for. 

We  were  alarmed  by  B.  f,  two  days  ago  :  He 
Cent  Tooke  word,  our  friend  was  ill  in  the  coun- 
try ;  which  we  did  not  know  how  to  interpret, 
till  he  explained  it.  It  was  Mrs  M.  J  he  meant ; 
but  fhe  is  in  no  danger.  Pray,  write  immediate- 
ly, that  there  may  be  no  further  delay  to  what 
xve  ought  to  have  had  a  week  ago. 

LET- 


*  Lord  Bolingbroke ;  alluding  to  his  difference  with  Lord 
Oxford.  See  the  next  Letter. 

t  Probably  John  Barber. 

$  Probably  Mrs  Manley,  the  writer  of  the  Atlantis,  who  livei 
with  Barber  at  that  time. 
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LETTER      CCV. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER,    Kenfington^  July  10,  1714. 

I  HAVE  talked  of  your  affairs  to  nobody  but 
my  Lady  Maiham.  She  tells  me,  that  fhe 
has  it  very  much  at  heart,  and  would  gladly  do 
it  for  her  own  fake,  and  that  of  her  friends  ;  but 
thinks  it  not  a  fit  feafon  to  fpeak  about  it.  We 
are  indeed  in  fuch  a  ftrahge  condition  as  to  poli- 
tics, that  nobody  can  tell  now,  who  is  for  who. 
It  were  i-eally  worth  your  while  to  be  here,  for 
four-and-twenty  hours  only,  to  confider  the  odd- 
nefs  of  the  fcene.  I  am  fure  it  would  make  you 
relifli  your  country  life  the  better. 

The  dragon  holds  fail,  with  a  dead  grip,  the 
little  machine  *.  If  he  would  have  taken  but 
half  ib  much  pains  to  have  done  other  things,  as 
he  has  of  late,  to  exert  himfelf  againft  the  Efquire, 
he  might  have  been  a  dragon,  inftead  of  a  dagon. 
I  would  no  more  hive  fuffered  and  done  what 
he  has,  than  I  would  have  fold  myfelf  to  the 
gallies.  Hac  inter  tios.  However,  they  have 
now  got  rid  of  the  parliament,  and  may  have 
time  to  think  of  a  fcheme :  Perhaps  they  may 
have  one  already.  I  know  nothing ;  but  it  is  fit 
to  rally  the  broken  forces  under  fome  head  or 
anpther.  They  really  did  very  well  the  laft  day 

but 

*  His  Treafurcr's  fluff. 
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but  one  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  but  yefterday 
they  were  in  a  flame  about  the  Queen's  anfwer, 
till  the  Queen  came  in,  and  put  an  end  to  it. 

The  dragoft  (hewed  me  your  letter,  and  leem- 
ed  mightily  pleafed  with  it.  He  has  paid  ten 
pounds  for  the  manufcript,  of  which  I  believe 
there  are  feveral  in  town. 

It  is  a  *  hiftory  of  the  laft  invafion  of  Scot- 
land, wrote  juft  as  plain,  though  not  fo  well,  as 
another  hiftory,  which  you  and  I  know,  with 
i  characters 

*  This  hiftory  was  publifhed  about  ten  days  after  ;  being 
conveyed  to  the  pr«fs  by  fome  of  the  tranfcribing  clerks.  The 
author  laments  the  mifcarriage  of  the  Pretender's  expedition  to 
Scotland;  and  hates  the  Union,  as  a  bar  to  the  like  defigns  of 
France  for  the  future.  It  is  plain  enough  from  the  preface, 
what  induced  Dr  Arbuthnott  (who  had  only  read  the  firft  two 
fheets  of  it  in  manufcript)  to  fay  to  the  Dean,  "  It  was  wrote  as 
plain,  though  not  fo  well,  as  another  hiftory,  that  you  and  I 
know."  He  means  here,  Dr  Swift's  hiftory  of  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  which  he  had  then  written,  and  had  ihewn  to  moft  of 
his  friends.  The  Scotch  author  gives  this  account  of  his  own 
work  in  the  preface  :  "  That  having  ufecl  a  little  freedom  with 
feveral  perfons  of  rank  and  power,  in  the  characters  I  have  given 
of  them,  and  in  the  relation  of  feveral  matters  of  fadl ;  com- 
mon prudence  requires  thefe  memoirs  fhould  lie  dormant,  till 
fuch  be  out  of  capacity  to  refent  the  fame,  either  on  myfelf,  or 
pofterity."  From  thefe  words  it  is  plain,  Dr  Arbuthnott  did 
expecft  to  find  the  chara<fbsrs  of  fome  confiderable  perfons  o)'  that 
age  drawn  in  that  work,  with  the  fame  freedom,  that  he  found 
fome  others  in  the  Dean's  hiftory  ;  though  he  well  knew,  that 
this  obfcurc  writer  was  as  far  inferior  to  his  friend  in  genius,  as 
he  was  different  in  principles,  the  Dean  having  always  been  fo 
firmly  attached  to  the  Proteftant  fettlemcnt,  that  he  never  did, 
either  direftly,  or  indiretfly,  write,  or  advife.his  friends  to  write, 
•one  word  in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 
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chara&ers  of  all  the  men  now  living,  the  very 
names,  and  invitation  that  was  fent  to  the  Pre- 
tender. This  by  a  flaming  Jacobite,  that  won- 
ders all  the  world  are  not  fo.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
a  Whig,  that  perfonates  a  Jacobite.  I  faw  two 
fheets  of  the  beginning,  which  was  treafon  every 
line.  If  it  goes  on  at  the  fame  rate  of  plain- 
dealing,  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  piece,  and 
worth  your  whjle  to  come  up  to  fee  it  only.  Mr 
Lockhart,  they  fay,  owns  it.  It  is  no  more  his, 
than  it  is  mine.  Do  not  be  fo  dogged  ;  but,  af- 
ter the  firft  Ihbwer,  come  up  to  town  for  a  week 
or  fo.  It  is  worth,  your  while.  Your  friends 
will  be  glad  to  fee  you,  and  none  more  than  my- 
felf.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCV. 

LORD    BOLINGDROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

July  13,    1714. 

NEVE  Pi  laughed,  my  dear  Dean,  at  your 
leaving  the  town  :  On  the  contrary,  I  thought 
the  refolution  of  doing  fo,  at  the  time  when  you 
took  it,  a  very  wife  one.  But,  I  confefs,  I 
laughed,  and  very  heartily  too,  when  I  heard, 
that  you  affected  to  find,  within  the  village  of 
Letcombe,  all  your  heart  d-fired.  In  a  word,  I 
judged  of  you,  juft  as  you  tell  me  in  your  letter, 
that  I  flioulJ  judge.  If  my  grooms  did  not  live 
VOL.  XV.  H  a 
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a  happier  life  than  I  have  done  this  great  while, 
I  am  fure  they  would  quit  my  fervice.  Be  plea- 
fed  to  apply  this  reflection.  Indeed,  I  wifli  I 
had  been  with  you,  with  Pope  and  Parnell,  qui- 
bus  neque  animi  candidiores.  In  a  little  time,  per- 
haps, 1  may  have  leifure  to  be  happy.  I  con- 
tinue in  the  fame  opinions  and  refolutions  as  you 
left  me  in  ;  I  will  ftand  or  fall  by  them.  Adieu. 

No  alteration  in  my  fortune,  or  circumftances, 
can  alter  that  fincere  friendlhip,  with  which  I 
am,  dear  Dean,  your's. 

I  fancy  you  will  have  a  vifit  from  that  great 
politician  and  cafuift,  the  Duke  *.  He  is  at  Ox- 
ford, with  Mr  Clarke  f. 


LETTER      CCVI. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT  f. 

London,  July  15,   1714. 

YO  U  fee  I  was  in  the  right ;   but  I  could 
wi{h  the  booby  §  had  not  convinced  me, 
by  naming  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,   and  then   I 
ihould  have  dealt  well  enough  with  him.     Since 
it   has  happened    fo,   the  beft  remedy   I  could 

think 

*  Perhaps  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

f  George  Clarke,  Dctfor  of  Laws,  Fellow  of  All  Souls,  who 
had  been  Secretary  to  Prince  George  of_Denmsik,  as  Lord 
High  Admir?,!,  and  was  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Uni- 
yerfity  of  Oxford. 

J  Dr  Swift  was  at  this  time  in  Berkihirc.         §  Barber. 
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think  of,  was,  to  write  him  a  very  civil  anfwer  ; 
in  which,  however,  I  have  defired  to  fee  the 
alterations  :  This  is  mentioned  with  great  refpect 
to  my  Lord.  Though  he  is  promifed  to  have  it 
again  to-morrow,  it  is  probable  he  may  be  di£- 
appointed  ;  and  there  may  be  time  enough  for 
me  to  receive  your  directions  what  I  ftull  do, 
when  I  get  it  into  my  hands.  If  the  alterations 
are  material,  Shall  I  fend  it  to  fome  other  printer- 
as  it  was  firft  written  *  ?  Reflect  upon  ever/ 
thing  you  think  likely  to  happen,  and  tell  me 
before-hand  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  that  no 
more  time  may  be  loft.  I  hate  the  dog,  for  mak- 
ing his  court  in  fuch  manner. 

I  am  very  forry  you  have  had  occafion  to  re- 
move your  premier  minifter.  We  are  told  now, 
we  (hall  have  no  change  in  our's,  and  that  the 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury  will  perfectly  reconcile  all 
matters.  I  am  fure  you  will  not  believe  this,  any 
more  than  I  do ;  but  tue  dragon  f  has  been  more 
chearful  th?n  iifual  for  three  or  four  days ;  and 
therefor  -.pic  conclude  the  breaches  are  heal- 
ed. I  raiber  incline  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
fay  he  is  to  be  made  a  Duke,  and  to  have  a  pen- 
fion.  Another  reafon  given  why  there  is  to  be 
no  change,  is,  becaufe  the  parliament  was  not 
adjourned  to  iliue  new  writs  in  the  room  of  thofe 
H  2  who> 

*  This  was  a  pamphlet,  intitlccl,  Tfavgbts  on  the  Prcfent  State 
ef  Affairs.     The  Queen's  death  prevented  the  publication  of  it 
in  tb.jfe  times.     It  never  appeared  until  the  year  1741. 
The  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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who  were  to  come  in  upon  the  new  fcheme,  that 
they  might  fit  in  the  Houfe  at  the  next  meeting. 
But  I  can't  fee  why  an  adjournment  may  not  do 
as  well  at  the  beginning  as  at  the  end  of  a  Seffion  •, 
and  certainly  it  will  difpleafe  lefs  in  January  or 
February,  than  it  would  have  done  in  July.  The 
Whigs  give  out,  the  Duke  of  Mariborough  is 
coming  over,  and  his  hcufe  is  actually  now  fitting 
up  at  St  James's.  We  have  had  more  variety  of 
lies  of  late,  than  ever  I  remember.  The  hiftory 
we  were  formerly  talking  of,  would  fwell  to  a 
pr/odigious  fize,  if  it  was  carried  on.  There  was 
a  fire  laft  night  in  Tower-Hill,  that  burnt  down 
forty  or  fifty  houfes.  You  fay  nothing  of  com- 
ing to  town.  I  hope  you  don't  mean  to  fteal 
away  to  Ireland,  without  feeing  us. 


LETTER      CCVII. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQj    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

July  17,   1714- 

I  AM  forry  to  find,  by  thofe  that  have  frefher 
advices  from  you,  than  your's  of  the  ele- 
venth  inftant  to  me,  that   Parvifol's   *  conduct 

puts 

*  Parvifol  was  the  Dean's  agent  in  Ireland.  The  Dean's  ob- 
fervations  on  the  names  marked  A,  B,  C,  are  thus  written  on 
the  blank  part  of  the  original  letter.  [A]  Mr  Mafham,  who 
•was  the  Queen's  favourite,  fell  out  in  a  rage,  reproaching  Lord 
Oxford  vciyinjurioufly.  [B]  The  Dragon,  Lord  Treasurer  Ox- 
ford, fo  called  by  the  Dean,  by  contraries  ;  for  he  was  the 
xnildefr,  vnfeft,  and  beft  mtnifter  that  ever  ferved  a  Prince, 
[d]  Lord  Bolingbroke,  called  fo  by  Mr  Lewis. 
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puts  you  under  a  neceffity  of  changing  the  admi- 
iiiftration  ;  for  it  will  probably  draw  you  to  Ire- 
land whether  you  will  or  no.  However,  I  hope 
to  fee  you  at  Bath  three  weeks  hence,  whatever 
happens.  I  meet  with  no  man  or  woman,  who 
pretend,  upon  any  probable  grounds,  to  judge 
who  will  carry  the  great  point.  [A]  our  femal« 
friend,  told  [B]  the  dragon,  in  her  own  houfe, 
lafl  Thurfday  morning,  thde  words :  "  You  never 
did  the  Queen  any  fervice,  nor  are  you  capable 
of  doing  her  any."  He  made  no  reply,  but  fup- 
ped  with  her,  and  [C]  Mercurialis,  that  night,  at 
her  own  houfe.  His  revenge  is  not  the  lefs  me- 
ditated for  that.  He  tells  the  words  clearly  and 
diftindlly  to  all  mankind.  Thofe  who  range  un- 
der his  banner,  call  her  ten  thoufand  bitches  and 
kitchen-wenches.  Thofe  who  hate  him,  do  the 
fame.  And  from  my  heart  I  grieve,  that  Hie 
fhould  give  fuch  a  loofc  to  her  paffion  ;  for  ihe 
is  fufceptible  of  true  frienufliip,  and  has  many 
fociable  and  domeftic  virtues.  The  great  attor- 
ney *,  who  made  you  the  {ham  offer  of  the 
Yorkthirc  living,  had  a  long  conference  with  the 
dragon  on  Thurfday,  khTed  him  at  parting,  and 
curled  him  at  night.  He  went  to  the  country 
yefterday  ;  from  whence,  fome  conjecture,  no- 
thing conftderable  will  be  done  foon.  Lord  Har- 
ley  f,  and  Lady  Harriot  j,  went  this  morning  to 
H  3  Oxford.. 

*  Perhaps  Lord  Chancellor  H.ircourt. 

f  Edward,  fon  to  tr.e  Lord  'i\e:.flutT  Oxford".. 

£  Wife  of  Lord 
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Oxford.  He  has  finifhed  all  matters  with  Lord 
Pelham  *,  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  The  composition  was  figned  by 
the  auditor,  and  Naylor,  brother-in-law  to  Pel- 
ham.  This  day  fe'nnight  Lord  Harley  is  to  have 
the  whole  Cavendifh  eftate,  which  is  valued  at 
ten  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  has  upon  it 
forty  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  timber.  But 
three  of  this  ten  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  he  had 
by  the  wilL  He  remits  to  Lord  Pelham  the 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  charged  for  Lady  Har- 
riot's fortune  on  the  Holies  eftate  ;  and  gives  him 
fome  patches  of  land,  that  lye  convenient  to  him, 
to  the  value  of  about  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
more.  According  to  my  computation,  Lord 
Harley  gets  by  the  agreement  (if  the  timber  is 
worth  forty  thoufand  pounds)  one  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  when  the  jointures 
fall  in  to  him,  will  have  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
a-year.  But  the  cant  is,  twenty-fix  thoufand 
pounds.  Lord  Pelham  will  really  have  twenty- 
fix  thoufand  pounds  a-year  from  the  Newcaftle 
family,  which,  with  his  paternal  eftate,  will  be 
twice  as  much  as  Lord  Harley's.  The  eftate  of 
the  latter  is  judged  to  be  in  the  beft  condition  ; 
and  fome  vain-glorious  friends  of  our's  fay,  it  is 
worth  more  than  the  other's  ;  but  let  that  pafs. 
Adieu. 

L  E.T- 

*  The  prefcnt  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
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LETTER      CCVIII. 

LORD    HARLEY    TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

BROTHER  *  SWIFT,  July  17,  1714. 

YOUR  fitter  f  has   at  laft   got  rid   of  her 
lawyers.     We  are  juft  fetting  out  for  Ox- 
ford, where  we  hope  to  fee  you.     I  am  your 
affeaionate  brother,  HARLEY. 

LETTER      CCIX. 

DR.    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    D!l    SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER,          London,  July  17,  1714. 

I  THOUGHT  it  neceffiiry  to  fpeak  to  Lady 
Mafham  about  that  affair,  becaufe  I  believe 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  her  Majefty  the  fame 
notion  of  it,  which  the  memorial  does  J,  and 
not  that  you  are  aiking  a  little  fcandalous  falary 

for 

*  A  company  of  fixtecn,  all  men  of  the  firft  clafs,  Swift  in- 
cluded, dined  once  a  week  at  the  houfe  of  each  other,  by  rota- 
tion, and  went  under  the  general  denomination  of  Brothers. 
The  number  was  afterwards  enlarged,  wand  they  dined  at  a 
tavern  every  Thurfday.  Lord  Harley  was  one,  which  accounts 
for  the  addrefs  of  this  Letter. 

f  Lady  Henrietta  Har'.ey,  wife  of  Lord  Ilsrley. 

J  A  memorial  to  the  Queen,  humbly  defiring  her  Majefty  to 
appoint  him  hiftoriographer.  See  Swift's  Letter  to  Mifs  Van- 
Homrigh,  in  this  collection,  dated  Auguft  i,  1714. 
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for  a  finecure.  Lewis  defpairs  of  it,  and  thinks 
it  quit?  over  fince  a  certain  affair.  I  will  not 
think  fb.  I  gave  your  letter,  with  the  inclofed 
memorial  cavaHcrmet!tt  to  Lord  Bolingbroke.  He 
read  it,  and  feemed  concerned  at  fome  part  of 
it,  expreffing  himfelf  thus  -y  "  That  it  would  be 
"  amongfc  the  eternal  fcandals  of  the  government, 
"  to  fuffer  a  man  of  your  character,  that  had  fo 
"  well  deferred  of  them,  to  have  the  leaft  un- 
"  eafy  thought  about  thofe  matters."  As  to 
the  fifty  pounds,  he  was  ready  to  pay  it  ;  and, 
if  he  had  it  about  him,  would  have  given  it  me. 
The  dragon  was  all  the  while  walking  with  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury.  So  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
told  me,  "  I  would  immediately  ftir  in  this  mat- 
"  ter,  but  I  know  not  how  I  ftand  with  fome 
"  folks  ;"  (for  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  has 
taken  himfelf  to  the  dragon  in  appearance).  "  I 
tc  know  how  I  ftand  with  that  man  "  (pointing 
to  the  dragon).  "  But  as  to  the  other,  I  can- 
"  not  tell :  However,  I  will  claim  his  promife  :" 
And  fo  he  took  the  memorial. 

Do  not  think  I  make  you  a  bare  compliment 
in  what  I  am  going  to  fay  :  For  I  can  allure  you 
I  am  in  earneft.  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  two 
hundred  pounds  before  1  go  out  of  town,  and; 
you  may  command  all  or  any  part  of  it  you 
pleafe,  as  long  as  you  have  occafion  for  it.  I 
know  what  you  will  fay  ;  "  To  fee  a  fcoundrel 
"  pretend  to  offer  to  lend  me  money."  Our 
fituation  at  prefent  is  in  fhort  thus :  They  have 
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rompti  en  vi/ifft  with  the  dragon,  and  yet  don't 
know  how  to  do  without  him.  My  Lady  Ma- 
fh;im  has  in  a  mariner  bid  him  defiance,  without 
any  fcheme  or  likenefs  of  it,  in  any  form  or 
fhape,  as  far  as  I  can  fee.  Notwithstanding  he 
vifits,  cringes,  flatters,  £c.  which  is  beyond  my 
comprehenfion. 

I  have  a  very  comical  account  of  Letcombe, 
and  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  from  Pope,  with 
an  epifode  of  the  burning-glafs.  I  was  going  to 
make  an  epigram  upon  the  imagination  of  your 
burning  your  own  hiftory  with  a  burning-glafs. 
I  wifb.  Pope  or  Parnell  would  put  it  into  rhyme. 
The  thought  is  this  :  Apollo  fpeaks  ;  "  That 
"  fince  he  had  infpired  you  to  reveal  thofe 
tJ  things,  which  were  hid,  even  from  his  own 
"  light,  fuch  as  the  feeble  fprings  of  fome  great 
"  events  ;  and  perceiving  that  a  faction,  who 
"  could  not  bear  their  deeds  to  be  brought  to 
"  light,  had  condemned  it  to  an  ignominious 
"  flame  5  that  it  might  not  perifli  fo,  he  was 
"  refolved  to  confume  it  with  his  own;  a  cele- 
<{  ftial  one."  And  then  you  mufb  conclude  with 
fome  fimile  ;  thus,  &c.  There  are  two  or  three 
that  will  fit  it. 

Whifton  has  at  laft  publifhed  his  projetH:  of 
the  longitude  ;  the  moft  ridiculous  thing,  that 
ever  was  thought  on.  But,  a  pox  on  him  !  he 
has  fpoiled  one  of  my  papers  of  Scriblerus,  which 
was  a  propofal  for  the  longitude,  not  very  un- 
like his,  to  this  purpofe  :  That  fince  there  was 

no 
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no  pole  for  eaft  and  weft,  that  all  the  princes  of 
Europe  fhould  join  and  build  two  prodigious 
poles,  upon  high  mountains,  with  a  vaft  light- 
houfe,  to  ferve  for  a  pole-ftar.  I  was  thinking  of 
a  calculation  of  the  time,  charges,  and  dimen- 
fions.  Now,  you  muft  underftand,  his  project 
is  by  light-houfes,  and  explofion  of  bombs  at  a 
certain  hour. 

Lewis  invited  me  to  dinner  to-day,  and  has 
difappointed  me.  I  thought  to  have  faid  fome- 
thing  more  about  you.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
add,  but,  my  dear  friend,  adieu. 

L    E    T    T    E-R    -CCX. 

TO    THE    DUKE    OF    ORMOND. 

MY  LORD,  July  17,  1714. 

I  NEVER,  expected  that  a  great  man  fhould 
remember  me  in  abfence  ;  becaufe  I  knew 
it  was  unreafonable,  and  that  your  Grace  is  too 
much  troubled  with  perfons  about  you,  to  think, 
of  thofe  who  are  out  of  the  way.  But,  if.  Dr 
Pratt  has  done  me  right,  I  am  miftaken  ;  and 
your  Grace  has  almoft  declared,  that  you  expect- 
ed a  letter  from  me  :  Which  you  fhould  never 
have  had,  if  the  miniftry  had  been  like  you  ;  for 
then  I  fhould  have  been  always  near  enough  to 
have  carried  my  own  meflage?.  But  I  was  hear- 
tily weary  of  them  ;  and  your  Grace  will  be  my 
witnefs,  that  1  defpaired  of  any  good  fuccels, 

from 
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from  their  manner  of  'proceeding,  fome  months 
before  I  left  town  ;  where  I  thought  it  became 
me  to  continue  no  longer,  when  I  could  do  no 
fervice,  either  to  myfelf,  my  friends,  or  the 
public.  By  the  accounts  I  have  from  particular 
friends,  I  find  the  animofity  between  the  two 
great  men  does  not  at  all  diminifh  :  Tho*  I  hear 
it  is  given  out,  that  your  Grace's  fucceflbr  *  has 
undertaken  a  general  reconcilement.  If  it  be  true, 
this  will  fucceed  like  the  reft  of  his  late  under- 
takings. 

I  muft  beg  your  Grace's  pardon,  if  I  intreat 
you,  for  feveral  reafons,  to  fee  Lady  Mafham  as 
often  as  you  conveniently  can :  And  I  muft  like- 
wife  defire  you,  to  exert  yourfelf  in  the  difpofal 
of  the  bifhoprics  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  fcandal  to 
the  Crown,  and  an  injury  to  the  Church,  that 
they  fhould  be  fo  long  delayed.  There  are  fome 
hot-headed  people  on  the  other  fide  the  water, 
who  underftand  nothing  of  our  Court,  and 
would  confound  every  thing  ;  always  employed 
to  raifc  tUemfelve?  upon  the  ruins  of  thofe  cha- 
racters they  have  biafted.  I  wifli  their  inter- 
meddling may  not  occailon  a  worfe  choice  than 
your  Grace  approved  of  Lift  winter.  However, 
I  beg  you  will  take  care  that  no-  injury  be  done 
to  I)r  Pratt  or  Dr  Elvvood,  who  have  more  merit 
and  candour  than  a  hundred  of  their  detractors. 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpecl,  my  Lord,  your 
Grace's  moft  obedient,  and  moft  obliged  humble 
fervant,  J.  S. 

LET- 

*  The  Duke  of  Shrcwfbury.  — 
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^LETTER      CCXI. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,  July  17,  1714. 

A  SECOND  to-morrow  is  almoft  paft,  and 
nothing  has  been  yet  left  at  St  Dunftan's. 
B.  *  will  lofe  by  his  prodigious  cunning  ;  but  that 
is  nothing  to  the  punifliment  he  deferves.  Had 
it  been  only  his  fear,  he  would  have  chofen  fome- 
body  elfe  to  confult  with  ;  but  the  rogue  found 
out  it  was  well  written,  and  faw  the  paflages  that 
galled.  I  am  heartily  vext  at  the  other  perfon  f, 
from  whom  one  might  have  expected  a  more  ho- 
nourable proceeding.  There  is  fomething  very 
mean  in  his  defiring  to  make  alterations,  when  I 
am  fure  he  has  no  reafon  to  complain,  and  is  at 
leaft  as  fairly  dealt  with  as  his  competitor  J.  Be- 
tides, a  great  part  of  it  is  as  much  for  his  fervice, 
as  if  he  had  given  directions  himfelf  to  have  it 
done.  What  i-elates  to  the  Pretender,  is  of  the  ut- 
mofrufe  to  him  ;  and  therefore  I  am  as  much  fur- 
prized  at  this  delay,  as  at- his  ungenerous  manner 
of  treating  an  unknown  author,  to  whom  he  is  fo 
much  obliged.  But  perhaps  I  may  wrong  him, 
and  he  won't  delire  to  turn  the  whole  to  his 
own  advantage.  If  it  had  come  to  me  yefterday, 
or  to-day,  I  wasrefolved  to  have  lent  it  to  fome 
i  other 

*  Barber.         f  Lord  Bulingbrckc.          J  Lord  Oxford. 
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Other  printer,  without  any  amendment ;  but  now 
I  fliall  wait  till  I  have  your  directions.  I  wifh,  you 
had  employed  fomebody  elfe  at  firft  ;  but  what 
iignifies  wifhjng  now  ?  After  what  B._*  writ  in 

his  laft,  I  can  hardly  think  he  will  be  fuch  a 

as  not  to  let  me  have  it :  And  in  my  anfwer,  I 
have  given  him  all  manner  of  encouragement  to 
do  it.  He  has  as  much  affurance  as  he  can  well 
defire,  that  the  alterations  fhall  be  complied  with  ; 
and  a  pofitive  promrfe,  that  it  ihall  be  returned  to 
him,  the  fame  day  he  leaves  it,  at  St  Dunftan's. 

I  can't  imagine  why  we  have  no  mifchief  yet. 
Sure  we  are  not  to  be  difappointed  at  laft,  after  the 
buftle  that  has  been  made.  It  is  impoffible  they  f 
can  ever  agree,  and  I  want  fomething  to  make  my 
letters  ftill  entertaining.  I  doubt  you  will  hard- 
ly thank  me  for  them,  now  the  parliament  is  up  j 
but  as  foon  as  any  thing  happens,  you  fhall  know 
it. 

The  Queen  has  not  yet  appointed  the  time  for 
removing  to  Wiudfor.  My  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Ward  is  dead,  and  we  have  already  named  feven. 
fucceffbrs,  among  whom  is  our  Lord  Chancellor 
Phipps.  Frank  Anncfley  was  to  have  his  place 
under  my  Lord  Anglefcy,  fo  that  it  is  well  for 
him  we  have  provided  him  with  another  for  life. 

VOL.  XV.  I  LET- 

*  Barber.         f  Lords  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke. 
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LETTER      CCXII. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London ,  July  20,  1714. 

WHO  would  ever  do  any  thing  for  them, 
when  they  are  fo  negligent  of  their  own 
intereft  ?  The  Captain  muft-  feej  what  ufe  it  would 
be  to  him  to  have  it  publiftied,  and  yet  he  has  not 
returned  it.  You  have  another  copy  by  you :  I 
wifh  you  would  fend  it ;  and  if  you  don't  care  it 
fhould  appear  in  your  own  hand,  I  will  get  it 
tranfcribed.  My  fecretary  is  a  boy  of  ten  or 
eleven  years  old.  And  no  difcovery  can  be  made 
by  him.  I  don't  know  what  my  Lord  Boling- 
broke  may  do  ;  but  I  dare  fay,  Barber  does  not 
fufpeft  from  whence  it  comes.  However,  I  won- 
der he  has  not  mentioned  it  to  you  *. 

I  thought  you  had  heard  the  Historiographer's 
place  has  been  difpofed  of  this  fortnight.  I  know 
no  more  of  him  that  has  it,  than  that  his  name 
is  Maddocks  f.  It  would  be  impudence  in 
them  to  fend  for  you,  but  I  hope  you  will  come. 
A  reconcilement  is  impoffible  ;  and  I  can  guefs 
no  reafon  why  matters  "are  delayed,  unlefs  it  be 
to  gain  over  fome  Lords,  who  ftick  firm  to  the 
Dragon,  and  others  that  are  averfe  to  the  Cap- 
tain £.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  declares  againft 

him 

*  This  relates  to  the  Free  Thoughts. 

f  Thomas  Maddocks,  Efq;        \  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
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him  in  private  convcrfation  ;  I  fuppofe  becaufc 
he  is  agnirift  every  chief  hiinifter,  for  it  is  known 
he  has  no  kindnefs  for  the  Colonel  *.  Lord  An- 
glefey  rails  at  the  Chancellor,  for  fome  opinion 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  GerTeral  have  given 
relating  to  Ireland.  Who  can  act,  when  tfc|y 
have  fo  much  caprice  to  deal  with  ? 

Mr  Lewis  fays,  he  will  fpeak  to  Mr  Bromley 
for  his  part,  and  will  engage  it  fhall  be  paid  as 
foon  as  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  given  his.  But 
it  was  mentioned  before  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and 
he  immediately  took  the  whole  uponhimfelf.  If 
they  lived  near  one  another,  and  a  houfe  between 
them  was  on  fire,  I  fancy  they  would  contend 
who  fhould  put  it  out,  until  the  whole  ftreet  was 
burned.  Mr  Lewis  goes  into  Wales  the  week 
after  next.  I  (hall  have  the  whole  town  to  my- 
felf.  Now  it  is  my  own,  I  begin  npt  to  value  it: 
Pope  and  Parnell  tell  me  you  defign  them  a  vifiu 
When  do  you  go?  If  you  are  with  them  in  the 
middle,  of  a  week,  I  ihould  be  glad  to  meet  you 
there.  Let  me  know  where  you  are  to  be"  in  He- 
refordihire,  and  I  will  fend  you  fome  claret.  It 
is  no  compliment,  for  I  am  overftocked,  and  it 
will  decay  before  I  drink  it.  You  fhall  have 
either  old  or  new  ;  I  have  too  much  of  both. 

Pray  fend  me  the  other  copy  f,  or  put  me  in 
a  way  of  recovering  the  former.  I  am,  &c. 


I  2  LET- 


*  Lord  Oxford. 

f  Of  the  Free  Thoughts. 
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LETTER      CCXIII. 

ER7TSMUS    LEWIS,   ESQ_;    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  July  22,  1714. 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you  Lift  Monday, 
for  my  Lord  Treafurer,  in  a  blank  cover. 
Laft  Friday  Lord  Chancellor  went  into  the  coun- 
try, with  a  defign  to  ftay  there  till  the  tenth  of 
Auguft ,  but  laft  Tuefday  he  was  fent  for  exprefs 
by  Lord  Bolingbroke.  Next  Tuefday  the  Queen 
goes  to  Winclfor.  What  changes  we  are  to  have, 
will  probably  appear  before  fhe  goes.  Dr  Ar- 
buthnott  dines  with  me  to-day ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing, we  go  to  Kenfington. 

LETTER      CCXIV. 

THE    DUKE    OF    ORMOND    *    TO    DR    SWIFT. 
S   I   R,  .^  July    22,    1714. 

I   AM  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.    I  thought 
you  had  hid  yourfelf  from  the  world  f,  and 
given  over  all  thoughts  of  your  friends.     1  am 

very 

*  He  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  the  year 
'  1710.  He  fucceedcd  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  his  Duchefs  was  Lady  of  the  Bed- 
chamber. 

f  He  was  now  retired  into  EuckinghamfBirC. 
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very  furry  for  the  reafon  of  your  retirement.  I 
am  a  witnefs  to  your  endeavours  to  have  made  up, 
what  I  believe  the  great  man  you  mention,  will 
hardly  compafs.  I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  it  is 
fhameful  that  the  vacant  bifhopricks  are  not  dif- 
pofed  of.  I  {hall  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to 
ferve  the  Gentlemen  that  I  have  already  men- 
tioned to  the  Queen,  and  hope  with  good  fuccefs. 
For  the  Lady  you  mention  *,  I  {hall  endeavour 
to  fee  her  as  often  as  I  can.  She  is  one  that  I 
have  a  great  efteem  for.  I  fend  you  fome  Bur- 
gundy, which  I  hope  you  will  like.  It  is  very 
good  to  cure  the  fpleen.  Believe  me,  with  great 
truth,  Sir,  your  moft  afFe&ionate  friend,  and 
humble  fervant, 

O  R  M  O  N  D. 
See  Letter  CC.  to  which 
this  is  an  Anfwer. 


LETTER      CCXV. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,   July  22, 

PRAY  fend  me  the  other  copy,  and  let  us 
have  the  benefit  of  it,  fince  you  have  been 

at  the  trouble  of  writing.     Unlcfs J  be  fer- 

I  3  ved 

*  Lady  Mafham. 

f  The  blank  fhould  probably  be  filled  up  with  the  word  Trea- 
&rer,  or  Oxford. 
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ved  againft  his  will,  it  is  not  like  to  be  done  at 
all ;  but  I  think  you  ufed  to  take  a  pleafure  in 
good  offices  of  that  kind  ;  and  I  hope  you  won't 
let  the  caufe  fufler  ;  though  I  'mull  own,  in  this 
particular,  the  perfon  who  has  the  management 
of  it,  does  not  deferve  any  favour.  Nothing 
being  left  for  me  at  St  Dunftan's,  I  fent  to  13 —  f 
for  aa  anfwer  to  my  laft.  He  fays  it  is  not  yet 
reftored  to  him  ;  as  foon  as  it  is,  I  fhall  have  it. 
This  delay  begins  to  make  me  think  all  minifters 
are  alike ;  and  as  foon  as  the  Captain  is  a  Colonel, 
he  will  a6l  as  his  predeceffors  have  done. 

The  Queen-  goes  to  Wind  for  next  Tuefday, 
and  we  expect  all  matters  will  be  fettled  before 
that  tune.  We  have  had  a  report,  that  my  Lord 
Privy  Seal  is  to  go  out  alone  ;  but  the  Learned 
only  laugh  at  it.  The  Captain's  J  friends  think 
themfelves  fecure ;  and  the  Colonel's  |j  are  fo 
much  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  they  only  drink 
his  health  while  he  is  yet  alive.  However,  it  is 
thought  he  will  fall  £afy,  with  a  penlion  of  four 
thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  a  dukedom.  Moft 
of  the  ftaunch  Tories  are  pleafed  with  the  altera- 
tion ;  and  the  Whimiicals  pretend,  the  caufe  of 
their  clifguft  was,  becaufe  the  Whigs  were  too 
much  favoured. 

In  fhort,  we  propofe  very  happy  days  to  our- 
fclves,  as  long  as  this  reign  lafts  ;  and  if  the  un- 
certain timorous  nature  of does  not  difap- 

point  us,  we  have  a  very  fair  profpect.  The  Dra- 
gon 

f  Darlcr.  \  Bclingbroke.  I  Oxford. 
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gon  and  his  antagonift  *  meet  every  day  at  the 
Cabinet.  They  often  eat,  and  drink,  and  walk 
together,  as  if  there  was  no  fort  of  difagree- 
ment :  And  when  they  part,  I  hear  they  give  one 
another  fuch  names,  as  nobody  but  minifters  of 
ftate  could  bear,  without  cutting  throats.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  is  expefted  here  every  day. 
Dr  Garth  fays,  he  only  comes  to  drink  the  Bri- 
fi:ol  waters,  for  a  diabetes.  The  Whigs  are  mak- 
ing great  preparations  to  receive  him.  But  ye- 
fterday  i  was  offered  considerable  odds,  that  not 
one  of  thofe  who  go  out  to  meet  him,  will  vifit 
him  in  half-a-year.  I  durft  not  lay,  though  I  can 
hardly  think  it.  My  Lord  Marr  is  married  to 
Lady  Francis  Fierrepoint  ;  and  my  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  her  father,  is  to  be  married  next  week 
to  Lady  Bell  Bentinck.  Let  me  know  if  you  go 
to  Pope's,  that  I  may  endeavour  to  meet  you 
there  ?  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER       CCXVI. 

CHAR.LES    FORD,    ESQj    TO    DR    SWJFT. 

London •,  July  24,  1714. 
E  -expected  the  grand  affair  would.have 
been  done  yefterday,  and   now  every 
body  agrees  it  will  be  to-night  f.     The  Bifhop 

of 

*  Bolingbroke.         f  The  difmiflion  of  Lord  Oxford. 
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of  London,  Lord  Bathurft,  Mr  Bridges,  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  and  Campion,  are  named 
for  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  ;  but  I  have 
not  fufficient  authority  for  you  to  depend  upon 
it.  They  talk  of  the  Duke  of  Qrmond  for  our 
Lord  Lieutenant.  I  cannot  get  the  pamphlet 
back  *.  What  (hall  I  do  ?  I  wifh  you  would  fend 
me  the  other  copy.  My  Lord  Anglefey  goes  next 
Monday  to  Ireland.  I  hear  he  is  only  angry  with 
the  Chancellor,  and  not  at  all  with  the  Captain.. 
I  am,  &c. 


L .  E    T    T    E    R      CCXVII. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQ^    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Whitehall,  July  24,    1714. 

I  SAW  Lord  Harley  this  morning.  He  tells 
me,  that  he  left  you  horridly  in  the  dumps. 
I  wifh  you  were  here  ;  for,  after  giving  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour's  vent  to  our  grief  for  the  de- 
parture of  our  Don  Quixot  •)-,  we  fhould  recover 
ourfelves,  and  receive  confolation  from  each 

other. 

*  Free  Thoughts. 

f  Lord  Oxford,  who  was  juft  at  this  time  difmifTed  from  his 
employment  as  firfl  minifler,  and  immediately  fucceeded  by 
Lord  Bolingbroke.  On  Tuefday  the  27th  of  >  the  fame  month, 
he  furrendered  his  ftaff  as  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  on  the  joth, 
Lord  Shrewfbury  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  in  that  office. 
See  the  letter  from  Mr  Ford,  dated  July  31  ;  and  an  Inquiry 
into  the  behaviour  of  the  Queen's  laft  miniflry,  in  the  volume* 
ptiblilhed,  by  Mr  Deane  Swift. 
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other.  The  triumph  of  the  enemy  makes  me 
mad.  I  feel  a  ftrange  tendernefs  within  myfclf, 
and  fcarce  bear  the  thoughts  of  dating  letters 
from  this  place,  when  my  old  friend  is  out, 
vvhofe  fortune  1  have  ihared  for  fo  many  years. 
Butj^Sa/  I'olnntas  tua.  The  damned  thing  is,  we 
are  to  do  all  dirty  work.  We  are  to  turn  out 
Monckton  *.  And,  I  hear,  we  are  to  pafs  the 
new  commifiion  of  the  Treafury.  For  God's  fake 
write  10  Lady  Mafham,  in  favour  of  poor  Tho- 
mas f,  to  preferve  him  from  ruin.  I  will  fecond 
it.  I  intended  to  have  wrote  to  you  a  long  let- 
ter ;  but  the  moment  1  had  turned  this  p;ige,  I 
had  intelligence,  that  the  Dragon  had  broke  out 
into  a  fiery,  paffion  with  my  Lord  Chancellor  J, 
and  fwore  a  thoufand  oaths  he  would  be  reven- 
ged of  him.  This  impotent,  womanifli  behaviour, 
vexes  me  more  than  his  being  out.  This  laft 

ftroke 

*  Robert  Monckton,  one  of  the  CommifTioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  who  had  given  information  again  (I  Arthur 
Moore,  one  of  his  brother  commiffioners,  for  accepting  a  bribe 
from  the  Spanifh  Court,  to  get  the  treaty  of  commerce  conti- 
nued. 

t  Mr  Thomas  had  been  Secretary  under  the  old  commiflion 
of  the  Trcafuiy  ;   ;>.nd  he  \\rote  to  the  Ucan,  by  the  fame  port, 
for  a  i-eeomimndatbn  to  Lady  Mafbam,   either  to  be  continued 
i".  the  fame  office   under  the  new   Commiflioners,  or  to  he  con- 
fide ed  iii-fome  other  manner  by  way  of  compt  nfation.    He  UITCS 
a  p  trident  for  this  in  the  cafe  of  his  prtdecclior,  who,  being  te- 
ed from  his  port  of  Secretary,  got  the  office  of  Comptroller 
he    lotteries,    worth    five   hundred  pounds 
y-two  years. 
Loid  Jim-court. 
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flroke  (Lews,  ^rtantttlajtnt  hominum  corpiifcula.  I 
am  determined  for  the  Bath,  on  the  fecond  or 
die  ninth  of  Auguft  at  fartheft. 


LETTER      CCXVIII. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

•  DEAR  BROTHER,  July  24,  1714. 

I  SUPPOSE  you  have  recejved  the  account  of 
St  Kilda.  There  is  an  officer  there,  who  is  a 
fort  of  tribunus  plebisy  whofe  office  it  is  to  repre- 
fent  the  grievances  of  the  people  to  the  Laird  of 
M'Leod,  who  is  fuppofed  to  be  their  oppreflbr. 
He  is  bound  to  contradict  the  laird,  till  he  gives 
him  three  ftrokes  with  a  cane  over  the  head,  and 
then  he  is  at  liberty  to  fubmit.  This  I  have  done,, 
and  fo  has  your  friend  Lewis.  It  has  been  faid, 
that  we  and  the  Dean  were  the  authors  of  alL 
that  has  fince  happened,  by  keeping  the  Dragon 
in,  when  there  was  an  offer  to  lay  down.  I  was 
told  to  my  face,  that  what  I  faid  in  this  cafe  went 
for  nothing ;  that  I  did  not  care,  if  the  great  per- 
fon's  affairs  went  to  entire  ruin,  fo  I  could  fup- 
port  the  interefts  of  the  Dragon.  That  I  did  not 
know  the  half  of  his  proceedings.  Particularly 
it  was  faid,  though  I  am  confident  it  was  a  mif- 
take,  that  he  had  attempted  the  removing  her 
from  the  favour  of  a  great  perfon.  In  fhort, 
the  fall  of  the  Dragon  does  not  proceed  altogether 

from 
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from  his  old  friend,  but  from  the  great  perfon 
whom  I  perceive  to  be  highly  offended,  by  little 
hints  that  I  have  received.  In  fhort,  the  Dragon 
has  been  fo  ill  ufed,  and  muft  ferve  upon  fuch. 
terms  for  the  future,  if  he  fhould,  that  I  fwear 
I  would  not  advife  Turk,  Jew,  nor  Infidel,  to  be 
in  that  ftate.  Come  up  to  town,  and  I  can  tell 
you  more.  I  have  been  but  indifferently  treated 
myfelf,  by  fomebody  at  Court,  in  fmall  concerns. 
I  can  tell  you  who  it  is.  But  mum  for  that. 
Adieu. 


LETTER      CCXIX. 

TO    LORD    OXFORD, 

On  hearing  his  Intention  to  refign  his  Staff. 

MY  LORD,  July  25,  1714. 

TO-Morrow  fe'n night  I  {hall  fet  out  frpm 
hence  to  Ireland  ;  my  licence  for  abfence 
being  fo  near  out,  that  I  can  flay  no  longer 
without  taking  another.  I  fay  this,  that  if  you 
have  any  commands,  I  fhall  have  juft  time 
enough  to  receive  them  before  I  go.  And,  if 
you  refign  in  a  few  days,  as  I  am  told  you  defign 
to  do,  you  may  poffibly  retire  to  Here  for  dfh  ire, 
where  I  fhall  readily  attend  you,  if  you  foon 
withdraw  ;  or,  after  a  few  months  in  Ireland, 
I  will  return  at  the  beginning  of  Winter,  if  you 
pleafe  to  command  me.  I  fpeak  in  the  dark,  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  I  am  altogether  fo ;  and  what  I  fay,  may 
be  abfurd.  You  will  pleafe  to  pardon  me  j  for, 
as  I  am  wholly  ignorant,  fo  I  have  none  of  your 
compofure  of  mind.  I  pray  God  Almighty  direct 
'and  defend  you,  &c. 


LETTER      CCXX. 

THE  EARL  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

>/y  27,   1714*- 

IF  I  tell  my  dear  friend  the  value  I  put  upon 
his  undeferved  friendfhip,  it  will  look  like 
fufpecting  you  or  myfelf.  Though  I  have  had 
no  power  fince  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  1713-1-, 
I  believe  now,  as  a  private  man,  I  may  prevail 
to  renew  your  licence  of  abfence,  conditionally 
you  will  be  prefent  with  me  ;  for  to-morrow 
morning  I  iliall  be  a  private  perfon.  When  I 
have  fettled  my  domeftic  affairs  here,  I  go  to 
Wimple  ;  thence,  alone,  to  Herefordshire.  If 
I  have  not  tired  you,  tete-a-tete,  fling  away  fo 
much  time  upon  one  who  loves  you.  And  I 
i  believe, 

*  Juft  before  the  lofs  of  his  fluff- 

f  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  his  brief  account  of  public  affairs, 
prefented  to  the  Queen  on  the  ninth  of  June  1714,  and  pnb- 
lifhed  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  mentions,  That 
he  wrote  a  large  letter,  dated  July  25,  1713,  to  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  "  containing  his  fcheme  of  the  Quetn's  affairs,  and  what 
"  was  neceffary  for  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  do  ;"  which  letter  was 
anfvvered  by  that  Lord,  on  the  271!)  of  that  month. 
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believe,  in  the  tnafs  of  fouls,  our's  were  placed 
near  each  other.  I  fend  you  an  imitation  of 
DryJen,  as  I  went  to  Kenfington. 

To  ferve  with  love, 

And  fhed  your  blood, 
Approved  is  above : 

But  here  below, 
Th'  examples  (hew, 

'Tis  fatal  to  be  good. 


LETTER      CCXXI. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,   July*!,    1714. 

I  HAVE  your's  of  the  twenty-fifth.  You  judge 
very  right ;  it  is  not  the  going  out,  but  the 
manner,  that  enrages  me.  The  Queen  has  told 
all  the  Lords  the  reafons  of  her  parting  with 
him,  viz.  That  he  neglected  all  bufinefs  ;  that  he 
was  feldom  to  be  underftood  j  that  when  he 
did  explain  himfelf,  Ihe  could  not  depend  upon 
the  truth  of  what  he  fold;  that  he  never  came 
to  her  at  the  time  Hie  appointed  ;  that,  laftly, 
to  crown  all,  he  behaved  himfelf  towards  her 
with  bad  manners,  indecency,  and  uifrefpect. 
Pudct  hc?c  opprobria  nobis. 

I  am  diftracled  with  the  thoughts  of  this,  and 

the  pride  of  the  conqueror  *.     I  would  give  the 

VOL.  XV.  K  world 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
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world  I  could  go  out  of  town  to-morrow;  bat 
the  Secretary  faith,  I  muft  not  go  till  he  returns, 
which  will  not  be  till  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft, 
or  perhaps  the  twenty-third  ;  but  I  am  in  hopes 
I  may  go  towards  Bath  the  fixteenth. 

The  runners  are  already  employed  to  go  to  all 
the  coffee-houfes.  They  rail  to  the  pit  of  hell.  I 
am  ready  to  burft  for  want  of  vent.  The  *  ftick 
is  yet  in  his  hand,  becaufe  they  cannot  agree  who 
fhall  be  the  new  Commiffioners.  We  fuppofe 
the  blow  will  be  given  to-night,  or  to-morrow 
morning.  The  fterility  of  good  and  able  men  is 
incredible.  When  the  matter  is  over,  I  will 
wait  upon  our  fhe-friend  f.  If  (he  receives  me 
as  ufual,  I'll  propofe  to  her,  that  I  will  ferve 
where  I  do,  provided  I  may  be  countenanced, 
and  at  full  liberty  to  pay  my  duty  to  all  the  Har- 
leian  family  in  the  fame  manner  I  ufed  to  do.  If 
that  is  not  allowed  me  in  the  utmoft  extent,  con- 
fiftent  with  my  truft  here,  I  will  propofe  an  em- 
ployment in  the  revenues,  or  to  go  out  without 
any  thing ;  for  I  will  not  be  debarred  going  to 

him. 

*  On  the  night  of  Tuefday  July  47th,  the  day  on  which  this 
ktter  is  dated,  a  Cabinet  Council  was  held  (after  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford had  re/igned  the  ftaff,  which  he  did  on  that  clay)  to  con- 
fult  what  perfons  to  be  put  in  commiflion  for  the  management 
of  the  Treafury.  The  number  to  be  five.  Sir  William  Wynd- 
)>am,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  to  be  one  ;  but  they 
could  not  agree  in  the  choice  of  the  other  four.  Their  debate 
about  the  matter  laftcd  till  near  two  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
at  which  the  Qiieen  being  prefent,  it  raifed  a  violent  agitation 
in  her  fpirits,  which  affected  her  head. 

f  Lady  Mafham. 
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him.  If  flie  does  not  receive  me  as  (he  ufed  to 
do,  I  will  never  go  again.  I  flatter  myfelf  (he 
will  be  fo  friendly,  as  to  enter  into  the  confide  ra- 
tion of  my  private  circumftances,  and  preferve 
her  old  goodnefs  to  me. 

There  is  no  feeing  the  Dragon  till  he  is  out, 
and  then  I  will  know  his  thoughts  about  your 
coming  to  Brampton.  I  hear  he  goes  out  of 
town  inftantly  to  Wimple,  and  my  Lady  to  Bramp- 
ton ;  that  he  will  join  her  there,  after  a  few  days 
ftay  at  Wimple.  Adieu.  I  am  your's,  &c.. 


LETTER      CCXXII. 

LADY  MASHAM  *  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

MY  GOOD  FRIEND,  July  29,   1714. 

1OWN  it  looks  unkind  in  me,  not  to  thank 
you,  in  all  this  time,  for  your  fincere  kind 
letter ;  but  I  was  refolved  to  ftay  till  I  could  tell 
you  the  Queen  had  got  fo  far  the  better  of  the 
Dragon,  as  to  t?.ke  her  power  out  of  his  Rands. 
He  has  been  the  raoft  ungrateful  man  to  her,  and 
to  all  his  beft  friends,  that  ever  was  born.    I  can* 
not  have  fo  much  time  now  to  write  all  my  mind, 
becaufe  my  dear  miftrefs  is  not  well,  and  I  think 
K  2  I 

*  This  Lady'&  name  was  Hill.  She  was  bed-chamber  woman 
to  the  Queen,  and,  in  conjunftion  with  Mr  Harley,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Oxford,  brought  about  the  change  in  the  miniftry.  See 
the  note  to  a  letter  from  Lord  and  Lad/  Malham,  dated  April 
*7,  1733- 
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I  may  lay  her  illnefs  to  the  charge  of  the  Treafu- 
rer,  who,  for  three  weeks  together,  was  teazing 
and  vexing  her  without  intermiillon,  and  {he 
could  not  get  rid  of  him  till  Tuefday  laft.  I 
muft  put  you  in  mind  of  one  pafTage  in  your 
letter  to  me,  which  is,  "  I  pray  God  fend  you 
wife  and  faithful  friends,  to  advife  you  at  this 
time,  when  there  are  fo  great  difficulties  to  ftrug- 
gle  with."  That  is  very  plain  and  true ;  there- 
fore will  you,  who  have  gone  through  fo  much, 
and  taken  more  pains  than  any  body,  and  given 
wife  advice  (if  that  wretched  man  had  had  fenfe 
enough  and  honefty  to  have  taken  it)  •,  I  fay, 
will  you  leave  us,  and  go  into  Ireland  ?  No,  it  is 
iinnofBhle  ;  your  goodness  is  {till  the  f::nje  ;  your 
charity  and  companion  for  this  poor  Lady,  who 
has  been  barbaroufly  ufed,  won't  let  you  do  it. 
I  know  you  take  delight  to  help  the  dinrefTed  ; 
and  there  cannot  be  a  greater  obje£l,  than  this 
poor  Lady,  who  deferves  pity.  Pray,  dear 
friend,  fray  here  ;  and  don't  believe  us  all  alike, 
to  throw  away  good  advice,  and  defpife  every 
body's  understanding  but  their  c:,-n.  I  could  fay 
a  great  deal  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but  I  muft  go  to 
her,  for  fhe  is  not  well.  This  comes  to  you  by 
a  fate  hand,  fo  that  neither  of  us  need  be  in  any 
pain  about  it. 

My  Lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.    My 
iifler  and  girls  are  your  humble  fervants. 

LET- 
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LETTER       CCXXIIT. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQ^.;    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

> 

S  I  R,  July  29,    1714: 

I  HAVE  your's  of  the  twenty-feventh.  I  write 
this  in  the  morning,  for  I  go  in  the  evening 
to  Kenfington.  If  I  am  well  received,  I  will 
continue  my  homage  ;  if  not,  they  (hall  hear  of 
me  no  more.  Where  fhall  I  write  to  you  again  ? 
for  I  cannot  ftir  from  hence,  till  the  fixteenth  of 
Auguft  at  fooneft.  Nothing  could  pleafe  me 
more,  than  to  pafs  a  few  months  with  you  at 
Abercathy  *  ;  but  I  am  yet  uncertain,  whether 
I  fhall  go  there  at  all.  All  I  am  fure  of,  is, 
that  I  will  go  out  of  town,  to  fome  place,  for 
fome  time  ;  nrft  to  the  D.ith,  for  I  can't  bear 
Haying  in  this  room.  I  want  phyfic  to  help 
my  digeftion  of  thefe  things,  though  the  'fquire  f 
is  kinder  to  me  than  before.  I  am  not  morti- 
fied at  what  you  tell' me  of  Mercurialis ;  only 
I  would  know,  whether  any  difrefpeclful  con- 
duel  of  mine  has  brought  it  upon  me  ;  or  whe- 
ther it  is  only  a  general  diflike  of  me,  becaufe  I 
am  not  a  man  of  parts,  or  becaufe  I  am  in  other 
interefts.  They  would  not  give  the  Dragon  the 
leaft  quarter,  excepting  only  a  penfion,  if  he  will 
K  3  work 

*  In  Cacrmarthcnfliire,  of -which  county  Mr  Lewis  was  a  na«- 
tive. 

f  William  Bromley,  Efq;  Secretary  of  State. 
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work  journey-work  by  the  quarter.  I  have  long 
thought  his  parts  accufed,  and  am  more  of  that 
opinion  than  ever.  The  new  commiffion  is  not 
yet  named.  Would  not  the  world  have  roared 
againft  the  Dragon  for  fuch  a  thing  ?  Mercurialis 
entertained  Stanhope,  Craggs,  Pulteney,  and 
Walpole.  "What  if  the  Dragon  had  done  fo  ? 
The  Duke  of  Somerfet  dines  to-day  with  the  fra- 
ternity, at  Greenwich,  with  Withers.  Nobody 
goes  out  with  the  Dragon  ;  but  many  will  fit  very 
loofe.  Some  fay,  the  new  men  will  be  Lexing- 
ton, Wyndharn,  Strangeways,  Sir  John  Stone- 
houfe,  and  Champion. 


LETTER      CCXXIV. 

MR    JOHN    BARBER    TO    I5R    SWIFT. 

DE  A R  S i  R ,    July  31,  1714.    Pa/1  Six  fit  Night. 

I  A  M  heartily  forry  I  fhould  be  the  meiTenger 
of  fo  ill  news,  as  to  tell  you  the  Queen  is 
dead,  or  dying  :  If  alive,  'tis  faid,  {he  can't  live 
'till  morning.  You  may  eafily  imagine  the  con- 
fufion  we  are  all  in  on  this  fad  occafion.  I  had 
let  out  y-efterday  to  wait  on  you,  but  for  this  fad 
accident ;  and  lliould  have  brought  letters  from 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Lady  Mafliam,  to  have 
prevented  your  going.  Pray  don't  go,  for  I 
will  come  to  you  when  I  fee  how  things  ftand. 
My  Lord  Shrewlbury  is  made  Lord  Treafurer, 

and 
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rmd  every  thing  is  ready  for  the  proclaiming  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  King  of  England.  The  par- 
liament will  fit  to-morrow,  and  chufe  a  new 
fpeaker,  for  Sir  Thomas  *  is  in  "Wales. 

For  God's  fake  don't  go ;  but  either  come  to 
London,  or  ftay  till  T  come  to  you.     1  am,  &c. 


L     E-    T    T    E    R       CCXXV. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SV/IFT. 

Kenftngtony  Saturday,  July  31,  1714. 
SIR,  Six  in  the  Evening. 

AT  the  time  I  am  writing,  the  breath  is  faid 
to  be  in  the  Queen's  noftrils  \  but  that  is 
all.  No  hope  left  of  her  recovery.  Lord  Ox- 
ford is  in  Council  ;  fo  are  the  Whigs.  We  ex- 
pect the  demife  to-night.  There  is  a  profpect, 
that  the  Eleclor  will  meet  with  no  oppofition  j 
the  French  having  no  fleet,  nor  being  able  to  put 
one  out  foon.  Lady  Mafham  did  receive  me 
kindly.  Poor  woman,  I  heartily  pity  her.  Now, 
is  not  the  Dragon  born  under  a  happy  planet,  to 
be  out  of  the  fcrape  ?  Dr  Arbuthnott  thinks  you 
fliould  come  up.  You  will  not  wonder,  if  all 
my  country  refolutions  are  in  fufpence.  Pray 
come  up,  to  fee  ho\v  things  go. 

LET- 

*  Hanmer. 
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LETTER      CCXXVI. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQ.;    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,  July  31,  1714.    Three  in  the  Afternoon: 

I  DON'T  doubt  but  you  have  heard  the  Queen 
is  dead,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  fo  unfor- 
tunate before  this  comes  to  you  ;  but  at  prefent 
{he  is  alive,  and  much  better  than  could  have 
been  expected.  I  am  juft  come  from  Kenfington, 
where  I  have  almoft  fpent  thefe  two  whole  days. 
I  am  in  great  hafte  ;  but,  till  dinner  comes  up,  I 
will  write  to  you,  and  give  you  as  full  an  account 
as  I  can  of  her  illnefs. 

Her  diforder  began  between  eight  and  nine  ye- 
fterday  morning.  The  doctors  ordered  her  head 
to  be  fhaved ;  and,  while  it  was  doing,  {he  fell 
into  a  fit  of  the  convulfion,  or,  as  they  thought, 
an  apoplexy.  This  Lifted  near  two  hours,  and 
{he  was  fpeechlefs,  and  (hewed  little  fign  of  life 
during  that  time ;  but  {he  came  to  herfelf  upon 
being  blooded. 

As  foon  as  fhe  recovered,  my  Lord  Boling- 
broke  went  to  her,  and  told  her  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil was  of  opinion,  it  would  be  for  the  public 
fervice  to  ha\e  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  made 
Lord  Treafurer.  She  immediately  confented,  and 
gave  the  ftafF  into  the  Duke's  hands.  The  great 
feal  was  put  to  the  patent  by  four  o'clock.  She 
continued  ill  the  whole  day.  la  the  evening  I 

'  fpoke 
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fpoke  to  Dr  Arbuthnott,  and  he  told  me,  he 
did  not  think  her  diilemper  was  clefperate.  Rad- 
cliffe  was  Itnt  for  to  Carfhalton  about  noon,  by 
order  of  Council  5  but  faid  he  had  taken  phyfic, 
and  could  not  come.  In  all  probability  he  had 
fived  her  life,  for  I  am  told  the  late  Lord  Gower 
had  been  often  in  the  fame  condition  with  the 
gout  in  his  head  ;  and  Radcliffe  kept  him  alive 
many  years  after  *.  This  moraiug,  when  i  went 

there 

*  In  the  account,  that  is  given  of  Dr  RadclhTe,  in  the  Bio- 
gvaphia  iiritannica,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Queen  was  ftruck  with 
death  the  a3th  of  July  :  That  Dr  RadcJilfe's  name  was  not 
once  mentioned,  either  by  the  Queen,  or  any  Lord  of  the  Coun- 
cil ;  only,  that  Lady  Matham  fent  to  him,  without  their  know- 
ledge, t*o  hours  before  the  Queen's  death.  In  this  letter  from 
Mr  Fold  to  Dean  Swift,  which  is  dated  the  jlft  of  July,  it  is 
Jaid,  that  the  Qiieen's  diiorder  began  between  eight  and  nine  the 
morning  before,  which  was  the  3Oth  ;  and  that  about  noon, 
the  fame  day,  RadclKTe  was  tent  for  by  an  order  of  Council. 
Thefe  accounts  being  contradictory,  the  reader  will,  probably, 
want  feme  afliitaiicc  to  determine  what  were  ths  facts.  As  to 
the  time  when  the  Qnecn  was  taken  ill,  Mr  Ford's  account  is 
mod  likely  to  be  true,  as  he  was  upon  the  fpot,  and  in  a  fitua- 
tion  which  infured  hi.n  the  bed  intelligence.  As  to  the  lime 
when  the  Doctor  was  fent  for,  the  account  iu  the  Biographia  is 
maniiefily  falfe  ;  for  if  the  Do£tor  had  been  fent  for  only  two 
hours  before  the  Quten's  death,  which  happened  incontertibly 
on  the  fiY(t  of  Augult,  Mr  1'ord  could  not  have  mentioned  the 
fact  on  the  311!  of  July,  when  his  letter  was  dated.  Whether 
R.ukliiFe  was  fent  for  i>y  Lady  Mafliam,  or  by  order  of  Council,  is 
therefore  the  only  point  to  be  determined.  That  he  was  gene- 
rally reported  to  have  been  lent  for  by  order  of  Council,  is  cer- 
tain ;  but  a  letter  is  printed  in  the  Biographia,  faid  to  have  been 
written  by  the  Doctor,  to  one  of  his  friends,  which,  fuppoling 
it  to  be  genuine,  will  prove,  that  the  Doftor  maintained  the 

contrary. 


ii8  DEANSWIF  T's 

there  before  nine,  they  told  me  fhe  was  juft  ex- 
piring. That  account  continued  above  three 
hours  }  and  a  report  was  carried  to  town,  that 
(he  was  actually  dead.  She  was  not  prayed  for 

even 

contrary.  On  the  fifth  of  Auguft,  four  days  after  the  Queen's 
death,  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  friend  of  the 
Doctor's,  who  was  alfo  a  member,  and  one  who  always  voted  on 
the  fame  fide,  moved,  that  he  might  be  fummoned  to  attend  in 
his  place,  in  order  to  be  cenfured  for  not  attending  on  her  Maje- 
fty. Upon  this  occafion  the  Doiftor  is  faid  to  have  written  the 
following  letter  to  another  of  his.  friends  : 

DEAR  SIR,  Carjkatton,  Auguji  7,  1714. 

T  COULD  not  have  thought,  that  fo  old  an  acquaintance,  and 

•A  fo  good  a  friend,  as  Sir  J n  always  profefled  himfelf, 

would  have  made  fuch  a  motion  againft  me.  God  knows  my 
will  to  do  her  Majefly  any  fervice,  has  ever  got  the  (tart  of  my 
ability ;  and  I  have  nothing  that  gives  me  greater  anxiety  and 
trouble,  than  the  death  of  that  great  and  glorious  Princefs.  I 
muft  do  that  juftice  to  the  phyficians  that  attended  her  in  her 
illnefs,  from  a  fight  of  the  method  that  was  taken  for  her  pre- 
fervation  by  Dr  Mead,  as  to  declare  nothing  was  omitted  for  her 
prefervation ;  but  the  people  about  her,  the  plagues  of  Egypt 
fall  on  them  !  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  phyfic  to  be  of  any  be- 
nefit to  her.  I  know  the  nature  of  attending  crowned  heads  in 
their  laft  moments,  too  well  to  be  fond  of  watting  upon  them, 
«'  without  being  fent  for  by  a  proper  authority."  You  have 
heard  of  pardons  being  figned  for  phyficians,  before  a  Sovereign's 
demife  :  However,  ill  as  I  was,  \  would  have  went  to  the  Queen 
in  a  horfe-litter,  had  either  "  her  Majefty,  or  thofe  in  commif- 
fion  next  to  her,"  commanded  me  fo  to  do.  You  may  tell  Sir 

J n  as  much,  and  aflure  him,  from  me,  that  his  zeal  for 

her  Majefty  will  not  excufe  his  ill  ufage  of  a  fiiend,  who  has 
drank  many  a  hundred  bottles  with  him  :  And  cannot,  even 
after  this  breach  of  a  good  underftanding,  that  ever  was  preferv- 
ed  between  us,  but  have  a  very  goad  efteem  for  him.  I  muft  alfo 

defiro 
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even  at  her  own  chapel  at  St  James's ;  and,  what 
is  more  infamous,  ftocks  arofe  three  per  cent,  up- 
on it  in  the  city.  Before  I  came  away,  ihe  had 
recovered  a  warmth  in  her  breaft  and  one  of  her 
arms  j  and  all  the  Doctors  agreed,  fhe  would  in 

all 

defire  you  to  thank  Tom  Chapman  for  his  fpeech  in  my  behalf, 
fince  I  hear  it  is  the  firft  he  ever  made,  which  is  taken  more 
kindly  ;  and  to  acquaint  him,  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him 
at  Carfhalton,  fince  I  fear  (for  fo  the  gout  tells  me)  that  we 
fhall  never  more  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  together.  I  am, 
&c.  JOHNRADCL.IFFE. 

But  whatever  credit  may  now  be  paid  to  this  letter,  or  how- 
ever it  may  now  be  thought  to  juftify  the  Doctor's  refufal  to  at- 
tend her  Majefty,  he  became,  at  that  time,  fo  much  the  objeft  of 
popular  refentment,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  being  aiTaffi- 
nated ;  as  appears  by  the  following  letter,  directed  to  Dr  Mead, 
at  Child's  coffee-houfe,  in  St  Paul's  Church-yard  : 

DEAR  SIR,  Cbarjbalton,  Augufl  3,  1714. 

1G1VE  you  and  your  brother  many  thanks  for  the  favour 
you  intend  me  to-morrow  :  And  if  there  is  any  other  friend, 
that  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  he  (hall  meet  with  a  hearty  well- 
come  from  me.  Dinner  (hall  be  on  the  table  by  two,  when  you 
may  be  fure  to  find  me  ready  to  wait  upon  you.  Nor  (hall  I  be 
at  any  other  time  from  home  ;  becaufe  I  have  received  feveral 
letters,  which  threaten  me  with  being  pulled  to  pieces,  if  ever  I 
come  to  London.  After  fuch  menaces  as  tbefe,  'tis  eafy  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  converfation  of  two  fuchj  very  good  friends,  is  not 
only  extremely  defirable,  but  the  enjoyment  of  it  will  be  a  great 
happinefs  and  fatisfaction  to  him,  who  is,  &c. 

JOHN    RADCLIFFE. 

RadclifFe  died  on  the  firft  of  November  the  fame  year,  having 
furvived  the  Queen  juft  three  months;  and  it  is  faid,  that  the 
dread  he  had  of  the  populace,  and  the  want  of  company  in  the 
country-village,  which  he  did  not  dare  to  leave,  fhortened  his 
life.  He  was  jufl  fixty-four  years  old. 
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all  probability  hold  out  till  to-morrow ;  except 
Mead,  who  pronounced,  feveral  hours  before, 
Ihe  could  not  live  two  minutes,  and  feems  uneafy 
it  did  not  happen  fo.  I  did  not  care  to  talk 
much  to  Arbuthnott,  becaufe  I  heard  him  cau- 
tious in  his  anfwers  to  other  people  ;  but,  by  his 
manner,  I  fancy  he  does  not  yet  abfolutely  de- 
fpair.  The  Council  fat  yefterday  all  day  and 
night,  taking  it  by  turns  to  go  out  and  refrefh 
themfelves.  They  have  now  adjourned  upon 
what  the  Doclors  faid,  till  five.  Laft  night  the 
Speaker  and  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Parker  were 
fent  for,  and  the  troops  from  Flanders.  This 
morning  the  Hanoverian  envoy  was  ordered  to 
attend  with  the  black  box  *,  and  the  heraulds  to 
be  in  i-eadinefs  to  proclaim  the  new  King.  Some 
of  the  Whigs  were  at  the  Council  yefterday,  but 
not  one  failed  to-day ;  and  moft  of  the  members 
of  that  party,  in  each  Houfe,  are  already  come 
to  town.  If  any  change  happens  before  the  poft 
goes  out,  I  will  fend  you  word  in  a  poftfcript  ; 
and  you  may  conclude  her  alive,  if  you  hear  no 
more  from  me,  and  have  no  better  authority 
than  poft-letters  to  inform  you  of  the  contrary. 
For  God's  fake  don't  think  of  removing  from, 
the  place  where  you  are,  till  matters  are  a  little 
fettled.  Ireland  is  the  laft  retreat  you  ought  to 
think  of ;  but  you  can  never  be  better  than  you 
are  now,  till  we  fee  how  things  go. 

i  I 

*  Containing  the  instrument  nominating  the  perfons,  in  num- 
ber thirteen,  to  be  added  as  Lords  Jullices  to  the  feven  great 
officers  ef  the  realm. 
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I  had  your's  with  the  printed  pamphlet,  as  well 
as  the  other,  and  fhould  have  fent  it  away  to- 
morrow. Pray  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Have  you  had  all  mine  ?  I  have  failed  you  but 
one  poft  (I  think  it  was  the  laft)  for  a  fortnight, 
or  more. 

Eleven  at  Night. 

The  Queen  is  fomething  better,  and  the  Coun- 
cil again  adjourned  till  eight  in  the  morning. 


LETTER      CCXXVII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MISS    VANHOMRIGH. 

Augujl  r,  1714, 

WH  O  told  you  I  was  going  to  Bath  I  No 
fuch  thing.  But  poor  Lord  Oxford  de- 
fires  I  will  go  with  him  to  Herefordshire  ;  and  I 
only  expedt  his  anfwer,  whether  I  fhall  go  there 
before,  or  meet  him  hereabouts,  or  go  to  Wimple 
(his  fon's  houfe)  and  fo  with  him  down  :  And  I 
expedt  to  leave  this  place  in  two  or  three  days, 
one  way  or  other.  I  will  ftay  with  him  till  the 
Parliament  meets  again,  if  he  defires  it.  I  am 
not  of  your  opinion  about  Lord  Bolingbroke  : 
Perhaps  he  may  get  the  ftaff;  but  I  cannot  rely 
on  his  love  to  me.  lie  knew  I  had  a  mind  to  be 
Hiftoriographcr,  though  I  valued  it  not,  but  for 
the  public  fervice  ;  yet  it  is  gone  to  a  worthless 
VOL.  XV.  L  rogue, 
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rogue,  that  nobody  knows  *.  I  am  wrote  to  ear- 
neftly  by  fomebody,  to  come  to  town,  and  join 
with  thofe  people  now  in  power  ;  but  I  will  not 
do  it.  Say  nothing  of  this,  but  guefs  the  perfon. 
I  told  Lord  Oxford,  I  would  go  with  him,  when 
he  was  out ;  and  now  he  begs  it  of  me,  1  cannot 
refufe  him.  I  meddle  not  with  his  faults,  as  he 
was  a  minifler  of  ftate ;  but  you  know  his  per- 
fonal  kindnefs  to  me  was  exceffive.  He  diftin- 
guifhed  and  chofe  me  above  all  other  men,  while 
he  was  great ;  and  his  letter  to  me,  the  other 
day,  was  the  moft  moving  imaginable.  When  I 
am  fixed  any  where,  perhaps  1  may  be  fo  graci- 
ous to  let  you  know  ;  but  I  will  not  promife. 
Adieu. 


LET 


*  He  prefented  a  Memorial  to  the  Queen,  on  the  isth  of  April 
1714,  humbly  defiring  her  Majefty  to  appoint  him  Hiftoriogra- 
pher;  which  does  not  fcem  to  agree  with  his  declaration,  in  his 
letter  to  Pope,  dated  loth  January  1721,  That  "  this  place  was 
defignecl  him  ;  but  that  as  it  was  at  the  difpofal  of  a  perfon  who 
had  not  the  fmalleft  fiiare  of  fleadinefs  or  fincerity,  he  difdained 
to  accept  it."  See  the  Memorial,  in  the  volumes  pu'olifhed  by 
Mr  Deane  Swift.  See  alfo  Dr  Aibuthnott's  Letter  of  July  17, 
1714. 
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LETTER      CCXXVIII. 

MR  JOHN    BIRCH    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN!  Wantage    One  <?  Clock, 

Augtift  i,  1714. 

AT  twelve  a  clock  Lord  Bolingbroke's  man 
rid  through  Wantage,  to  call  Mr  Packer 
to  London,  the  Queen  being  dead.     I  am  con- 
founded at  the  melancholy  news  ;  yet  could  not 
forbear  fending  it  to  you.     Your  truly  humble 

fervant»  JO.   BIRCH, 

To  the  Reverend  the  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's,  Letcombe. 

LETTER      CCXXIX. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


DEAR  DEAN,  ^''guft  3>  17M' 

THE  Earl  of  Oxford  was  removed  on  Tuef- 
day  ;  the  Queen  died  on  Sunday.    What 
a  world  is  this  ?  and  how  does  fortune  banter 
us  ?     John  Barber  *  tells  me,  you  have  fet  your 
face  towards  Ireland.     Pray  don't  go.     I  am  a- 
L  2  gainft 

*  Afterwards  Alderman,  and  chofen  Lord  Mayor  in  Septem- 
ber 1732.  In  1733,  he  diftinguiihed  himfclf  in  the  oppofitkm 
to  what  was  called  the  Excife  Scheme. 
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gain  ft  it.  But  that  is  nothing  ;  John  is  againft 
it.  Ireland  will  be  the  fcene  of  fome  diforder,  at 
leaft  it  will  be  the  fcene  of  mortification  to  your 
friends.  Here  every  thing  is  quiet,  and  will  con- 
tinue fo.  Befides  which,  as  prosperity  dwided, 
misfortune  may  perhaps  in  fome  degree  unite  us. 
The  Tories  feem  to  refolve  not  to  be  crufhed  ; 
and  that  is  enough  to  prevent  them  from  being 
fo.  Pope  has  fent  me  a  letter  from  Gay  :  Being 
learned  in  geography,  he  took  Binfield  *  to  be 
the  ready  way  from  Hanover  to  Whitehall. 
Adieu.  But  come  to  London,  if  you  ftay  no 
longer  than  a  fortnight.  Ever  your's,  dear  Jo- 
nathan, moft  fincerely. 

I  have  loft  all  by  the  death  of  the  Queen,  but 
my  fpirit ;  and  I  proteft  to  you,  I  feel  that  in- 
creafe  upon  me-  The  Whigs  are  a  pack  of  Jaco- 
bites :  That  fliall  be  the  cry  in  a  month,  if  you 
pleafe. 

LETTER      CCXXX. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Ttiefday,  Augiift  3,   1714. 

I   AM  overwhelmed  with  bufinefs,  and  there- 
fore have  only  time  to  tell  you,  I  received 
your's  of  Auguft  the  firft,  and  think  you  fhould 

come 

*  A  village  where  Mr  Pope's  father  lived,  and  whence  feveral 
of  Mr  Pope's  letters  were  written.  It  is  in  Wmdfor-Foreft,  and 
lies  in  Berk  (hire. 
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come  to  town,  to  fee  how- the  world  goes  :  For 
all  old  fchemes,  defigns,  projects,  journies,  Sec. 
are  broke,  by  this  great  event.  We  are  all  pro- 
gnofticators.  Every  thing  goes  on  with  a'tranquil- 
lity  we  durft  not  hope  for.  Earl  Berkeley  com- 
mands the  fleet.  Lord  Dorfet  compliments  the 
King.  The  Duke  of  Bolton,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Southampton.  Addifon,  fecretary  to  the  Regents.. 


LETTER      CCXXXI. 

MR    JOHN    BARBER    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


HONOURED  SIR,  -^uglifl  3> 

YOU  may  eafily  imagine  the  concern  we  were 
all  in,  at  the  fudden  furprifc  of  the  Queen's 
death  :    I  have  hardly  recovered   it  yet.     Lord 
Bolingbroke  told  me  laft  Friday,  that  he  would 
reconcile  you  to  Lady  Somerfet  *,  and  then  it 
would  be   eafy  to  fet  you  right  with  the  Queen, 
and  that  you  fliould  be  made  eafy  here,  and  not 
L  3  g° 

*  We  are  told  in  the  life  of  Sxvift,  prefixed  to  Bathurft's  edi- 
tion of  his  Wr.'ks,  that  before  his  acquaintance  with  Lord  Ox- 
ford, a  bifhopric  was  intended  for  him  by  the  Qncen  ;  but  that 
.Archbifbop  Sharp,  and  '  a  certain  great  Lady,'  having  mifre- 
prefented  his  principles  and  charafter,  her  Majefiy-  g^ve  it  to 
another.  The  Duchefs  of  Someriet  was  this  certain  great  Lady. 
She  \vas  firfl:  Lady  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  Lady  of  the  robes. 
gee  an  account  of  her  interpofing  between  her  Majeily's  favour 
and  the  Dean,  with  her  motive,  in  Vol.  XIV.  of  Swift's  Wotks^ 
Svo  edition. 
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go  over.  He  faid  twenty  things  in  your  favour, 
and  commanded  me  to  bring  you  up,  whatever 
was  the  confequence.  He  faid  further,  he  would 
make  clear  work  with  them.  But. all  vanished  in 
a  minute  ;  and  he  is  now  threatened  and  abufed 
every  day  by  the  parry,  who  publicly  rejoice,  and 
fwear,  tjiey  will  turn  out  every  Tory  in  England. 

Inclofed,  you  have  a  letter  from  my  Lord  ;  he 
defires  you  will  coine  up,  and  be  any  where  in- 
cognito. 

TIxe  Earl  of  Berkeley  is  to  command  the  fleet 
to  fetch  over  the  King,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyll 
is  to  go  to  Scotland.  1  fend  you  the  lift  of  twen- 
ty-five Kings  f.  Poor  Lady  Malham  is  almoft 
dead  with  grief. 

The  Parliament  meets  to-morrow,  which  will 
hinder  me  from  coming  down  for  three  or  four 
days  •,  but  if  you  rcfolve  to  ftay  in  the  country 
farther,  I  will  certainly  come  down  :  For  I  muft 
needs  fee  you.  Pray  favour  me  with  a  line.  I 
am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervnnt. 
Pray  corns;  up. 

When  my  Lord  gave  me  the  letter, 
he  faid,  he  hoped  you  would 
come  up,  and  help  to  fave  the 
Conftitution,  which,  with  a  lit- 
tle good  management,  might  be 
kept  in  Tory  hands. 

LET- 
•}•  Ths  Lords  of  the  Regency. 
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LETTER      CCXXXII. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Londmt  Augttft  5,   1714. 

I  HAVE  writ  to  Dawfon  for  a  licence  of 
abfence  for  you  j  but  you  know  you  muft 
take  the  oaths  in  Ireland  within  three  months. 
There  are  a  great  many  here  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances ;  and,  in  all  probability,  fome  of  them 
will  defire  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  have  leave  to 
do  it  here.  In  that  cafe,  it  will  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  have  you  '  included.  Mr  Lewis  tells 
me,  he  wrote  to  you  to  come  up  to  town,  and 
I  fee  no  reafon  why  you  ihould  not.  All  mat- 
ters go  on  very  quiet,  and  we  are  not  apprehen- 
flve  of  any  difturbances.  Stocks  never  rofe  fo 
much  in  fo  few  days.  This  is  imputed  to  the 
hatred  of  the  Old  Treafurer,  and  the  popularity 
of  the  new  one.  The  Whigs  were  not  in  the 
Council  when  he  was  recommended.  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  propofed  it  there,  as  well  as  to,  the 
Queen  j  and  I  hope  they  two  are  upon  very 
good  terms,  though  Mr  Lewis  fcems  pofitive  of 
the  contrary.  I  never  heard  of  any  pique  the 
Duke  had  to  him,  but  that  he  was  to  be  chief 
minifter  :  And  that  being  at  an  end,  why  may 
not  they  be  reconciled  ?  The  Dragon  was  thought 
to  fliew  more  joy  upon  proclaiming  the  King, 
than  was  confident  with  the  obligations  he  had 

received 
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received  from .     He  was  biffed  all  the  way 

by  the  mob,  and  fouie  of  them  threw  halters 
into  his  coach.  This  was  not  the  effect  of  party  ; 
for  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  huz/:Vd  through- 
out the  whole  city,  and  was  followed  by  a  vaft 
crowd  to  his  own  houfe,  tho'  he  ufed  all  pofliole 
endeavours  to  prevent  it.  There  was  an  attempt 
to  affront  vthe  Captain  in  the  cavalcade,  but  it 
did  not  fucceed  j  and  though  a  few  hiffed,  the 
acclamations  immediately  drowned  the  noife.  Not 
a  fingle%man  ihewed  the  leaft  refpecl:  to  the  Co- 
lonel 5  and  ,laft  night  my  Lord  Bingley  *  was 
beaten,  by  mitlakc,  coming  out  of  his  houfe.  I 
doubt  he  has  difobliged  bcth  fides  fo  much,  that 
neither  will  ever  own  him  ;  and  his  enemies  tell 
ftories  of  him,  that  I  iliall  not  believe  till  I  find 
you  allow  them. 

The  Lords  Juftices  made  a  fpeech  to  the  Par- 
liament to-day.  If  it  comes  out  time  enough,  I 
will  fend  it  you  ;  but  I  hear  it  only  contains  their 
proceedings  upon  the  Queen's  death  ;  that  they 
have  yet  received  no  directions  fro'm  the  King  ; 
and  to  defire  the  Commons  to  continue  the 
funds,  which  are  expired.  I  am  told,  our  He-, 
gents  are  already  divided  into  four  parties.  The 
greateft  ufe  they  have  made  yet  of  their  power> 
is  to  appoint  my  Lord  Berkeley  to  command  the 
fleet  which  is  to  bring  over  the  King^  and  to 

make 

*  Who  had  been  appointed  ambafiador  extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  Spain,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Lexington,  in  JDece«ib<x. 
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make  the  Duke  of  Bolton  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Hampshire. 

I  fend  you  a  gazette  f,  though  I  am  afhamed 
to  have  it  feen.  I  had  writ  a  great  deal  more 
of  the  Chaeen's  illnefs,  an  account  of  her  birth, 
&c.  but  I  could  not  find  out  Mr  Lewis,  and 
had  nobody  to  confult  with,  and  therefore  chofe 
rather  to  fay  too  little,  than  any  thing  I  doubted 
might  be  improper.  Yefterday  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  made  his  public  entry  through  the 
city  :  Firft,  came,  about  two  hundred  horfemen, 
three  in  a  row  ;  then  a  company  of  train-bands, 
with  drums,  &c.  his  own  chariot  with  himfelf  j 
then  his  Duchefs,  followed  by  fixteen  coaches 
with  fix  horfes,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  with 
two  horfes.  There  was  no  great  mob  when  he 
paffed  thro'  the  Pall-Mail,  but  there  was  in  the 
city  ;  and  he  was  hifled  by  more  than  huzza'd. 
At  Temple -bar,  I  am  aiTured,  the  noife  of  hifl- 
ing  was  loudeft,  tho'  they  had  prepared  their 
friends  to  receive  him,  and  the  gathering  of 
others  was  only  accidental.  You  may  guefs  how 
great  a  favourite  he  is,  by  fome  old  ftories  of  his 

behaviour  at  the  camp,  when was  there, 

and  afterwards  at  Hanover  ;  and  by  the  (hare 
he  and  his  family  have  in  the  regency.  But,  to 
be  fure,  this  difcreet  action  will  endear  him  more 
than  any  fubject  in  England.  We  had  bonefires, 
&c.  at  night.  From  the  lift  of  the  Lords  Ju- 
ftices,  and  fome  other  things,  we  imagine  to 

ourfelves 
f  He  was  gazetteer. 


130  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

ourfelves  there  will  not  be  many  changes,  but 
that  the  vacancies  for  fome  time  will  be  filled  up 
with  Whigs. 

What  I  blotted  out  in  my  laft,  was  fomething 
that  p.ified  between  the  Captain  and  Barber,  re- 
lating to  you.  After  I  had  writ,  they  told  me 
all  letters  would  be  opened,  which  made  me  blot 
put  that  paflage.  Barber  fays,  he  gave  you  fome- 
account  of  it,  though  not  a  full  one.  I  really 
believe  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  very  fincere  in  the 
profeffions  he  made  of  you,  and  he  could  have 
done  any  thing.  No  miriifter  was  ever  in  that 
height  of  favour;  and  Lady  Mafham  was,  at 
leaft,  in  as  much  credit,  as  (he  had  been  in  any 
time  of  her  life.  But  thefe  are  melancholy  re- 
flections. Pray  fend  me  your  poem  *,  Hoc  erat, 
&c.  or  bring  it  up  yourfelf.  Barber  told  me, 
he  had  been  feveral  hours  with  the  Captain, 'Up- 
on a  thing  that  fhould  have  come  out,  but  was 
now  at  an  end  f .  He  did  not  tell  what  it  was  ; 
and  I  would  not  alk  many  queftions,  for  fear  of 
giving  him  fufpicion. 


LET- 


*  This  poem  is  an  imitation  of  part  of  the  Sixth  Satire  of  the 
Second  Book  of  Horace,  and  is  printed  in  Vol.  VI.  of  Bathurft's 
8vo  edition  of  if 54,  p.  55. 

I  often  uifh'd,  that  I  had  clear, 
For  life,  fix  hundred  pounds  a-year,  &c. 
f  Free  thoughts. 
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LETTER      CCXXXIII. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,  Augiifl  7,  1714. 

IT  is  true  you  have  nothing  to  do  here  ;  but 
what  have  you  to  do  any  where  elfe,  till  you 
go  to  Ireland,  where  you  muft  indeed  be  before 
three  months  end,  in  order  to  qualify  yourfelf  ? 
The  law  requires  it,  as  much  as  if  your  deanry 
was  but  now  conferred  upon  you. 

Ai-buthnott  is  removed  to  Chelfea,  and  will 
fettle  there.  The  town  fills  every  moment.  We 
are  as  full  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  at  any 
time.  We  are  gaping  and  ftaring,  to  fee  who  is 
to  rule  us.  The  Whigs  think,  they  fhall  engrofs 
all.  We  think,  we  fhall  have  our  fhare.  In  the 
mean  time,  we  have  no  divifion,  at  Council,  or  in 
Parliament.  I  ~  fent  twice  to  Kenfington,  to  en- 
quire after  Lady  Maftiam's  health.  Next  week 
I  will  go  to  fee  her,  and  will  keep  up  my  ac- 
quaintance, in  all  events,  if  fhe  thinks  fit.  I 
will  flay  here  till  our  commiffion  is  either  renew- 
ed to  us,  or  given  to  another.  I  am  your's,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCXXXIV. 

TO    LADY    MASHAM. 

MADAM,  ditguft  7,  1714. 

IH  A  D  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
Ladyftiip  a  week  ago  ;  and,  the  day  after, 
came  the  unfox'tunate  news  of  the  Queen's  death, 
which  made  it  altogether  unfeafonable,  as  per- 
haps it  may  be  ftill,  to  give  your  Ladyfhip  this 
kind  of  trouble.  Although  my  concern  be  as 
great  as  that  of  any  other  good  fubjedt,  for  the 
lofs  of  fo  excellent  a  Princefs  ;  yet  I  can  afTure 
you,  Madam,  it  is  little  to  what  I  fuffer  upon 
your  Ladyfhip's  particular  account.  As  you 
excel  in  the  feveral  duties  of  a  tender  mother,  a 
true  friend,  and  a  loving  wife,  fo  you  have  been 
the  beft  and  moft  faithful  fervant  to  your  Mi- 
ftrefs,  that  ever  any  Sovereign  had.  And  alt  ho* 
you  have  not  been  rewarded  fuitable  to  your 
merits,  I  doubt  not  but  God  will  make  it  up  .to 
you  in  another  life,  and  to  your  children  and 
pofterity  in  this.  I  cannot  go  about  to  comfort 
your  Ladyfliip  in  your  great  affliction,  otherwife 
than  by  begging  you  to  make  ufe  of  your  own 
/  piety,  and  your  own  wifdom,  of  both  which  you 
have  fo  .great  a  fliare.  You  are  no  longer  a 
fervant ;  but  you  are  flill  a  wife,  a  mother,  and 
a  friend ;  and  you  are  bound  in  confcience  to 
take  care  of  your  health,  in  order  to  acquit 
i  yourfelf 
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yourfeif  of  thefe  duties,  as  well  as  you  did  of  the 
other,  which  is  now  at  an  end. 

I  pray  God  to  fupport  your  Ladyfhip,  under 
fo  great  a  fhare  of  load,  in  this  general  calamity  : 
And  remain,  with  the  greateft  refpect  and  truth, 
Madam,  Your  Ladyfhip's 

Moft  obedient,  and 

Moft  obliged  fervant. 

I  moft  heartily  thank  your  Ladyfhip,  for  the 
favourable  expreffions  and  intentions  in  your 
letter,  written  at  a  time  when  you  were  at  the 
height  of  favour  and  power. 


LETTER      CCXXXV.  : 

TO    LORD    BOLINGBROKE. 

MY  LORD,  -AugnJ}  7,   1714. 

IH  A  D  your's  of  the  third  ;  and  our  country- 
poft  is  fo  ordered,  that  I  could  acknow- 
ledge it  no  fooner.  It  is  true,  my  Lord,  the 
events  of  five  days  laft  week,  might  furnifh  mo- 
rals for  another  volume  of  Seneca.  As  to  my 
Lord  Oxford,  I  told  him  freely  my  opinion,  be- 
fore I  left  the  town,  that  he  ought  to  refign  at 
the  end  of  the  Seflion.  I  faid  the  fame  thing 
often  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  my  Lady  Mafham, 
altho'  you  feemed  to  think  otherwife,  for  fome 
reafons ;  and  faid  fo  to  him  one  afternoon,  when 
VOL.  XV.  M  I- 
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I  met  you  there  with  my  Lord  Chancellor.  But, 
I  remember,  one  of  the  laft  nights  I  faw  him,  (it 
was  at  Lady  Mafham's  lodgings)  I  faid  to  him, 
that,  upon  the  foot  your  Lordfhip  and  he  then 
were,  it  was  impoffible  you  could  ferve  together 
two  months ;  and  I  think  I  was  juft  a  week  out  in 
my  calculation.  I  am  only  forry,  that  it  was  not  a 
refignation,  rather  than  a  removal  ;  becaufe  the 
perfonal  kindnefs  and  diftinction  I  always  re- 
ceived from  his  Lordfhip  and  you,  gave  me  fuch 
a  love  for  you  both,  (if  you  great  men  will  allow- 
that  exp'reffion  in  a  little  one),  that  I  refolved  to 
preferve  it  entire,  however  you  differed  between 
vourfelves  ;  and  in  this  I  did,  for  Tome  time,  fol- 
low your  commands  and  example.  I  impute  it 
more  to  the  candour  of  each  of  you,  than  to  my 
own  conducT: ;  that  having  been,  for  two  years, 
almoft  the  only  man  who  went  between  you,  I 
never  obferved  the  leaft  alteration  in  either  of 
your  countenances  towards  me.  I  will  fwear  for 
no  man's  fincerity,  much  lefs  for  that  of  a  mini- 
fter  of  ftate  :  But  this  much  I  have  faid,  where- 
ever  it  was  proper,  that  your  Lordfhip's  propofals 
were  always  the  faireft  in  the  world,  and  I  faith- 
fully delivered  them  as  I  was  empowered  :  And 
although  I  am  no  very  ikilful  man  at  intrigue, 
yet  I  durft  forfeit  my  head,  that,  if  the  cafe  were 
mine,  I  could  either  have  agreed  with  you,  or 
put  you  dans  votre  tort.  When  I  faw  all  reconci- 
liation impracticable,  I  thought  to  fit  retire  j  and 
was  refolved,  for  fome  reafous,  (not  to  be  men- 
tioned 
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tioned  at  this  diftance),  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  whoever  was  to  be  laft  in.  For,  either  I 
fhould  not  be  needed,  or  not  be  made  ufe  of. 
And  let  the  cafe  be  what  it  would,  I  had  rather 
be  out  of  the  way.  All  I  pretended  was,  to  fpeak 
my  thoughts  freely,  to  reprefent  perfons  and 
things  without  any  mingle  of  my  own  intereft  and 
paflions,  and  fometimes,  to  make  ufe  of  an  evil 
inftrument  which  was  like  to  coft  me  dear,  even 
from  thofe  for  whofe  fervice  it  was  employed.  I 
did  believe  there  would  be  no  further  occafion  for 
me,  upon  any  of  thofe  accounts.  Befldes,  I  had 
fo  ill  an  opinion  of  the  Queen's  health,  that  I  was 
confident  you  had  not  a  quarter  of  time  left  for 
the  work  you  had  to  do  ;  having  let  flip  the  op- 
portunity of  cultivating  thofe  dilpofitions  {he  had 
got  after  her  ficknefs  at  Windfor.  I  never  left 
preffing  my  Lord  Oxford  with  the  utmoft  ear- 
neftnefs,  (and  perhaps  more  than  became  me) 
that  we  might  be  put  in  fuch  a  condition,  as  not 
to  lie  at  mercy  on  this  great  event.  And  !  am 
your  Lordfhip's  witnels,  that  you  have  nothing 
to  anfwer  for  in  that  matter.  I  will,  for  once, 
talk  in  my  trade,  and  tell  you  that  I  never  faw 
any  thing  more  refemble  our  proceedings,  than  a 
man  of  fourfcore,  or  in  a  deep  confumption,  go- 
ing on  in  his  fins,  although  his  phyfician  a  flu  red 
him  he  could  not  live  a  week.  Thofe  wonderful 
refinements,  of  keeping  men  in  expectation,  and 
not  letting  your  friends  be  too  ftrong,  might  be 
proper  in  their  fcafon.  Sec!  mine  non  erat  his  locus. 
M  2  Befides, 
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Befides,  you  kept  your  bread  and  butter  till  it 
was  too  dale  for  any  body  to  care  for  it.  Thus 
your  machine,  of  four  years  modelling,  is  dalli- 
ed to  pieces  in  a  moment :  And,  as  well  by  the 
choice  of  the  Regents,  as  by  their  proceedings, 
I  do  not  find  there  is  any  intention  of  manag- 
ing you  in  the  leaft.  The  whole  nineteen  confift 
either  of  the  higheft  party-men,  or  (which  migh- 
tily mends  the  matter)  of  fuch  who  left  us  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  the  peace,  and  affected  jealoufies  a- 
bout  the  fucceffion.  It  might  reafonably  be  expec- 
ted, that  this  quiet  poffeffion  might  convince  the 
Succeflbr  of  the  good  difpofitions  of  the  Church- 
party  towards  him  ;  and  I  ever  thought  there 
was  a  mighty  failure  ibmewhere  or  other,  that 
this  could  not  have  been  done  in  the  Queen's  life. 

But  this  is  too  much  for  what   is  part  ;  and 

yet,  whoever  obfervecl  and  difliked  the  caufes, 
hath  fome  title  to  quarrel  with  the  effects.  As  to 
what  is  to  come,  your  Lordlhip  is  in  the  prime 
of  your  years,  plein  dss  efprits  qui  fourmjfent  les  ef- 
peranccs  ;  and  you  are  now  again  to  a£t  that  part 
(though  in  another  aflembly),  which  you  former- 
ly difcharged  fo  much  to  your  own  honour,  and 
the  advantage  of  your  caule.  You  fet  out  with 
the  wind  and  tide  agrvinft  you  ;  yet,  at  Lift,  ar- 
rived at  your  port,  from  whence  you  are  now 
driven  back  into  open  fea  again.  But,  not  to  in- 
volve myfelf  in  an  allegory,  I  doubt,  whether,  af- 
ter this  difappointment,  you  can  go  on  with  the 
fame  vigour  you  did  in  your  more  early  youth. 

Experience 
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Experience,  which  has  added  to  your  wifdorn, 
has  lefiened  your  refolution.  You  are  now  a  Ge- 
neral, who,  after  many  victories,  hath  loft  a  bat- 
tle, and  have  not  the  fame  confidence  in  yourfelf 
er  your  troops.  Your  fellow-labourers  have  ei- 
ther made  their  fortunes,  or  are  paft  them,  or 

will  go  over  to  feek  them  on  the  other  fide. 

Yet,  after  all,  and  to  refume  a  little  courage :  To 
be  at  the  head  of  the  Church-intereft,  is  no  mean 
ftation  ;  and  that,  as  I  take  it,  is  now  in  yonr 
Lord  (hip's  power.  In  order  to  which,  I  could 
heartily  wiih  for  that  union  you  mention  ;  be- 
caufe,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  fome  are  more 
dextrous  at  pulling  down  their  enemies,  than,  &c. 
We  have  certainly  more  heads  and  hands  than-. 
our  adverfaries  ;  but,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  they 
have  fh-onger  fhoulders,  and  better  hearts.  I  on- 
ly doubt  my  friends,  the  rabble,  are  at  leaft 
grown  trimmers  ;  and  that,  fetting  up  the  cry  of 
Trade  and  Wool,  againft  Sacheverel  and  the 
Church,  hath  cooled  their  zeal.  I  take  it  for 
granted,  there  will  be  a  new  Parliament  againft 
Winter  ;  and,  if  they  will  retain  me  on  the  other 
fide,  as  their  counfellor,  I  will  engage  them  a 
majority.  But,  fince  it  is  impofiible  I  may  not 
be  fo  far  in  their  good  graces,  if  your  Lordfhip 
thinks  my  fervice  may  be  of  any  ufe  in  this  new 
world,  I  will  be  ready  to  attend  you  by  the  be- 
ginning of  Winter.  For  the  misfortune  is,  that 
I  muft  go  to  Ireland  to  take  the  oaths,  which  I 
never  reflected  on,  till  I  had  notice  from  ibma 
M  3  friends- 
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friends  in  London.  And  the  fooner  I  go  the  bet- 
ter, to  prevent  accidents  ;  for  I  would  not  wil- 
lingly want  a  favour  at  prefent.  I  think  to  fet 
out  in  a  few  days,  but  not  before  your  Lordfhip's 
commands  and  inftrucSlions  may  reach  me. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  offering  my  hum- 
bleft  thanks  and  acknowledgments,  for  your 
Lorclihip's  kind  intentions  towards  me,  (if  this 
accident  had  not  happened),  of  which  I  received 

fome  general  hints. 1  pray  God  direft  your 

Lorcifnlp  :  And  I  defire  you  will  believe  me  to 

be,  what  I  am,  with  the  utmoft  truth  and  refpect, 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient,  &c. 


LETTER      CCXXXVJ. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQ.    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  Auguft  10,  1714. 

I  NEVER  differed  from  you,  in  my  opinion, 
Jn  any  point  fo  much,  as  in  your  propofal 
to  accommodate  matters  between  the  Dragon  and 
his  quondam  friends.  I  will  venture  to  go  fo  far 
•with  you,  as  to  fay  he  contributed  to  his  own  dif- 
grace,  by  his  petkefTes,  more  than  they  did,  or 
ever  had  it  in  their  power  to  do.  But  lince  they 
\vould  acimit  of  no  terms  of  accommodation, 
•when  he  offered  to  ferve  them  in  their  own  way, 
I  had  rather  fee  his  dead  carcafe,  than  that  he 
fliould  now  tamely  fubmit  to  thofe,  who  have 

loaded 
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loaded  him  with  all  the  obloquy  malice  could 
fuggeft,  and  tongues  utter.  Have  not  Charteris  *, 
Brinfden  f ,  and  all  the  runners,  been  employed 
to  call  him  dog,  villain,  fot,  and  worthlefs  ?  And 
fhall  he,  after  this,  join  them  ?  To  what  end  ?  I 

have  great  tendernefs  for  Lady J,  and  think 

her  beft  way  is  to  retire,  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  a  domeftic  life.  But  fure  the  earth  has  not 
produced  fuch  monfters  as  Mercurialis  ||,  and  his 
companion  $,  and  the  prelate  ^[.  The  laft  openly 
avows,  he  never  had  obligations  to  the  Dragon  ; 
loads  him  with  ten  thoufand  crimes,  though  his 
greateft,  in  reality,  was  preferring  him.  But,  to 
come  out  of  this  rant ;  What  fhould  they  be 
friends  for  ?  Cut  bono  ?  Are  we  in  a  dream  ?  Is 
the  Queen  alive  again  ?  Can  the  Lady  *  hereafter 
make  any  figure,  but  be  a  perfona  muta  in  a  dra- 
ma ?  If  the  Dragon  declares  againft  the  Man  of 
Mercury,  he  may  flrike  in  with  the  tertium  quidt 
that  will  probably  arife;  but  with  him  he  can  never 

be 

*  The  celebrated  Colonel  Charteris,  whofe  character  and  epi- 
taph may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Mr  Pope.      " 

f  He  is  faid,  by  Mr  Boycr,  Political  Stale,  vol.  iii.  for  January 
1711-12^,  p.  Ji,  to  have  been  an  oculift,  and  a  private  agent  of 
Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  and  to  have  been  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  January  1711-12,  to  attend  on  Prince  Eugene,  when 
his  HiEhnefs  arrived  in  England,  in  the  beginning  of  that  month. 

|  Mafliam. 

||  Lord  jJolingbroke. 

§  Probably  the  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt. 

<f  The  Bilhop  of  Rodieikr. 

*  Lady  Malham. 
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be  otherwife  than  fpurned  and  hated.  The  natu- 
ral refult  of  this,  is,  That  however  1  may,  for  my 
private  fatisfactton,  deilre  to  fee  you  here,  I  can- 
not but  think  you  fhould  go  to  Ireland,  to  qualify 
yourfelf,  and  then  return  hither,  when  the  chaos 
will  be  jumbled  into  fome  kind  of  order.  If  the 
King  keeps  fome  Tories  in  employment,  the  no- 
tion of  Whig  and  Tory  will  be  loft  ;  but  that  of" 
Court  and  Country  will  arife  *.  The  Regency  has 
declared  in  favour  of  the  Whigs  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  Mr  Thomas  will  ftand  his  ground.  We 
fhall  be  diflblved  as  foon  as  we  have  fettled  the 
Civil  Lift.  We  have  no  appearance,  that  any  at- 
tempt will  be  formed  by  the  Pretender. 


LETTER      CCXXXVII. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


ii,   1714. 

I  SWEAR  I  did  not  imagine,  that  you  could 
'  have  held  out  through  two  pages,  even  of 
fmall  paper,  in  fo  grave  a  ftyle.  Your  ftate  of 
late  paffages  is  right  enough.  I  reflect  upon 
them  with  indignation,  and  fhall  never  forgive 
myfelf,  for  having  trufted  fo  long  to  fo  much  real 
pride  and  aukward  humility  ;  to  an  air  of  fuch, 
familiar  friendflaip,  and  a  heart  fo  void  of  all 

tendernefs  ; 

*  This  is  a  remarkable  predi&ion,  which  we  have  feen  ful- 
filled. 
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tendernefs  ;  to  fuch  a  temper  of  engrofilng  bufi- 
nefs  and  power,  and  fo  perfect  an  incapacity  to 
manage  one,  with  fuch  a  tyrannical  difpofiticn  to 
abufe  the  other,  Sec.  *. 

But  enough  of  this,  I  cannot  load  him  as 
k ,  without  fixing  fool  on  myfelf. 

For  you  I  have  a  moft  fincere  and  warm  affec- 
tion, and  in  every  part  of  my  life  will  fhew  it. 
Go  into  Ireland,  fince  it  muft  be  fo,  to  fwear  f , 
and  come  back  into  Britain  to  blefs  me,  and  thofe 
few  friends,  who  will  enjoy  you. 

Johannes  Tonfor  J  brings  you  this.  From 
him  you  will  hear  what  is  doing.  Adieu.  Love 
me,  and  love  me  the  better,  becaufe,  after  a 
greater  blow  than  moft  men  ever  felt,  I  keep  up 
my  fpirit ;  am  neither  dejected  at  what  has  paffed, 
nor  apprehenfive  of  what  is  to  come.  Mea  vir- 
tute  me  involvo. 


LETTER      CCXXXVIII. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQj,    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Londony  Jlugnjl;  12,    1714. 

OUR  Juftices  fit   feveral   hours   every   day, 
without  affording  us  the   leaft  news.     I 
don't  hear  any  thing  they  have  dons  worth  men- 
tioning, 

*  He  means  Lord  Oxford. 

f  That  is,  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  Government,   on   King 
Georg3*s  acceffion  tp  the  throne. 
\  John  Barber. 
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tioning,  except  fome  orders  they  have  given  about 
the  difpute  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  You  may  be 
fure  they  are  not  fuch  as  will  pleafe  our  friends ; 
but  I  think  you  and  I  agreed  in  condemning  thofe 
proceedings  in  our  own  people.  My  Lord  Darby 
is  made  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lancafhire.  That  and 
Hampfhire  are  the  only  vacant  employments  they 
have  filled  up  j  I  fuppofe  under  pretence  of  their 
being  maritime  counties.  If  the  Whigs  had  di- 
rected the  lift  of  Regents,  Marlborough,  Sunder- 
land  and  Wharton,  had  not  been  left  out.  There 
are  five  Tories  too,  that  would  not  have  been  in. 
Though  they  were  a  little  whimfical  for  three  or 
four  days  about  the  fucceffion,  they  feemed  to 
recant,  and  own  themfelves  in  an  error  by  the 
later  votes.  Every  one  of  them  approved  the 
peace,  and  were  for  the  addrefs  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  Seffion,  that  it  was  fafe,  honourable,  and  ad- 
vantageous. Confidering  what  minifters  were 
employed  here  by  the  Court  of  Hanover,  and 
that  the  King  himfelf  had  little  information  but 
what  he  received  from  them,  I  think  his  lift 
fhews  no  ill  difpofition  to  the  Tories  :  And  they 
fay  he  is  not  apt  to  be  hafty  in  removing  the  per- 
fons  he  finds  in  employment.  The  bill  is  brought 
in  for  granting  him  the  old  duties  for  the  Civil 
Lift.  One  Wikes,  of  Northampton,  moved  to 
tack  the  place-bill  to  it ;  but  nobody  feconded 
him,  and  he  was  extremely  laughed  at.  He  hap- 
pens unluckily  to  be  a  Tory. 

Did  you  receive  your  papers  laft  poft  ?  The 
firft  copy  is  not  yet  left  at  St  Dunftan's.     Should 

I 
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I  fend  to  Barber  for  it  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
name  ?  I  have  writ  to  him  to  bring  in  his  bill ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  comes,  I  will  pay  him.  I  fuppofe  I 
fliall  fee  him  to-morrow.  I  wifli  you  a  good 
journey  to  Ireland.  But  if  I  hear  Saturday's  poft 
comes  into  Wantage  on  Sunday,  I  may  trouble 
you  again.  Pray  let  me  know  when  you  land  in 
Ireland,  that  I  may  write  to  you,  if  any  thing 
happens  worth  while.  I  fhall  be  very  impatient 
for  what  you  promife  me  from  thence.  I  fhould 
be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  while  you  are  on 
the  road. 

Lord  Anglefey  came  to  town  laft  Tuefday. 
They  are  all  here  now,  except  Pembroke  and 
Strafford.  Charles  Eversfield  is  making  his  court 
to  the  Dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Argyle :  He  de- 
clares he  will  keep  his  place,  if  he  can,  and  that 
he  will  not  ftir  for  Campion's  election  in  the 
county  of  SuiTex.  Campion  and  he  have  had 
fome  high  words  upon  that  account.  Lord  Or- 
ford  told  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
they  were  ignorant,  negligent  of  their  duty,  and 
wanted  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice. 


LET 
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LETTER      CCXXXIX. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Jtuguft  12,  1714. 

I  THANK  you  for  your  kind  letter,  which  is 
very  comfortable  upon  fuch  a  melancholy  oc- 
cafion.  My  dear  Miftrefs's  days  were  numbered 
even  in  my  imagination,  and  could  not  exceed 
fuch  certain  limits,  but  of  that  fmall  number  a 
great  deal  was  cut  off  by,  the  laft  troublefome 
fcene  of  this  contention  among  her  fervants.  1 
believe  fleep  was  never  more  welcome  to  a  weary 
traveller,  than  death  was  to  her  ;  only  it  furprifed 
her  too  fuddenly,  before  fhe  had  figned  her  will  ; 
which  no  doubt  her  being  involved  in  fo  much 
bufinefs,  hindered  her  from  finishing.  It  is  un- 
fortunate, that  fhe  had  been  perfuaded,  as  is  fup- 
pofed  by  Loundes,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  have 
it  under  the  Great  Seal.  I  have  figured  to  my- 
felf  all  this  melancholy  fcene  ;  and  even,  if  it 
be  pofllble,  worfe  than  it  has  happened  twenty 
times  j  fo  that  I  was  prepared  for  it.  My  cafe  is 
not  half  fo  deplorable  as  poor  Lady  Mafliam's, 
and  feveral  of  the  Queen's  fervants  ;  fome  of 
whom  have  no  chance  for  their  bread,  but  the 
generolity  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  which  feveral 
people,  that  know  him,  very  much  commend. 
So  far  is  plain  from  what  has  happened  in  public 
affairs,  that  what  one  patfy  affirmed  of  the  fettle- 
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ment  has  proved  true,  that  it  was  firm  :  That  it 
was  in  fome  meafure  an  advantage  to  the  Succef- 
for,  not  to  have  been  here,  and  fo  obliged  to  de- 
clare himfelf  in  feveral  things,  in  which  he  is 
now  at  liberty.  And,  indeed,  never  any  prince 
in  this  refpect  came  to  the  crown  with  greater 
advantage.  I  can  affure  you  the  peaceable  fcene 
that  now  appears,  is  a  difappointment  to  more 
than  one  fet  of  the  people. 

I  have  an  opportunity,  calmly  and  philofophi- 
cally  to  conflder   that  treafure  of  vilenefs    and 
bafenefs,  that  I  always  believe  to  be  in  the  heart 
of  map  ;  and  to  behold  them  exert  their  info- 
lence  and  bafenefs.    Every  new  inftance,  inftead 
of  furprulng  and  grieving  me,  as  it  does  fome 
of  my  friends,  really  diverts  me,  and  in  a  man- 
ner  improves  my  theory  :    Though  I   think  I 
have  not  met  with  it  in   my  own  cafe,  except 
from  one  man  -,  and  he  was  very  far  miftakenj 
for  to  him  I  would  not  abate  one  grain  of  my 
proud  fpirit.     Dear  friend,  the  laft  fentence  of 
your  letter  quite  kills   me.     Never  repeat  that 
melancholy  tender  word,  that  you  will. endea- 
vour to  forget  me.     I  am  fure  I  never  can  forget 
you,  till  I  meet  with  (what  is  impoffible)  another, 
whofe  converlation  I  can  delight  fo  much  in  as 
Dr  Swift's  ;  and  yet  that   is  the  fmalleft'  thing 
1  ought  to  value  you  for.     That  hearty  fincere 
friendship,  that  plain  and  open  ingenuity  in  all 
your  commerce,  is  what  I  am  fure  I  never  can 
£nd  in  another  man.     I  fhall  \vanc  often  a  faith- 
VOL.  XV.  N  ful 
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ful  monitor,  one  that  would  vindicate  me  behind 
my  back,  and  tell  me  my  faults  to  my  face.  God 
knows,  I  write  this  with  tears  in  my  eyes.  Yet 
do  not  be  obftinate,  but  come  up  for  a  little  time 
to  London  ;  and  if  you  muft  needs  go,  we  may 
concert  a  manner  of  correfpondence  wherever 
we  are.  I  have  a  letter  from'  Gay,  juft  before 
the  Queen's  death.  Is  he  not  a  true  poet,  who 
had  not  one  of  his  own  books  to  give  to  the 
Princefs,  that  afked  for  one? 


LETTER      CCXL. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MISS    VANHOMRIGH. 

Augujl  12,    1714. 

I  HAD  your  letter  laft  poft  ;  and  before  you 
can  fend  me  another,  I  fliall  fet  out  for  Ire- 
land. I  muft  go  and  take  the  oaths,  and  the 
fooner  the  better.  If  you  are  in  Ireland  when 
I  am  there,  I  fhall  fee  you  very  feldom.  It  is 
not  a  place  for  any  freedom  ;  but  where  every 
thing  is  known  in  a  week,  and  magnified  a  hun- 
dred degrees.  Thefe  are  rigorous  laws,  that 
muft  be  pafTed  through  :  But  it  is  probable,  we 
may  meet  in  London  next  winter  ;  or,  if  not, 
leave  all  to  fate,  that  feldom  cares  to  humour 
our  inclinations.  I  fay  all  this  out  of  the  peifect 
efteem  and  friendfhip  I  have  for  you.  Thefe 
public  misfortunes  have  altered  all  my  meafures, 

and 


CORRESPONDENCE.         147 

and  broke  my  fpirits.  God  Almighty  blcfs  you. 
I  (hall,  I  hope,  be  on  horfeback  in  a  day  after 
this  comes  to  your  hand.  I  would  not  anfvver 
your  queftions  for  a  million,  nor  can  I  think  of 
them  with  any  eafe  of  mind.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCXLI. 

CHARLES    FORD,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Atigujl  the  iqtb,   1714.  * 

I  SUPPOSE  you  expect  news  upon  Craggs's 
return  from  Hanover  ;  but  I  don't  hear  a 
word  more  than  what  you  have  in  the  Lords 
JulHces  fpeech.  Yefterday  morning,  after  he 
came,  the  Whigs 'looked  dejected,  am!  our 
friends  very  much  pleafed  •,  tho'  I  do  not  know 
any  reafon  for  '  ir.her,  unlefe  it  was  expected  by 
both  fides,  thai  ne  would  have  brought  orders 
for  a!:  It  feems  the  Dragon's  emertain- 

merit  \VAS  on  a  Family  account,  upon  the  agree- 
ment between  Lord  Harley  and  Lord  Pelham  ; 
and  only  thofe,  who  were  concerned  in  their- 
affairs,  were  invited.  But  {lighter  grounds  would 
have  ferved  to  raife  a  {lory-  at  this  time ;  and  it 
was  fufficient,  that  my  Lord  Townfhend  and 
Lord  Cowper  dined  at  his  houfc.  However,  \ve 
N  2  look 

*  On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  the  following  note  to  the  Dean: 
"  Memorandum,  I  left  Letcombe,  Au-guft  iy,  1714,  in  order 
"  to  go  to  Ireland." 
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look  upon  him  as  loft  to  our  fide  •,  and  he  has 
certainly  made  advances  .of  civility  to  the  Whigs, 
which  they  have  returned  with  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt. I  am  told  Difmal  f  begins  to  declare  for 
his  old  friends,  and  protefts  he  was  really  afraid 
for  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  which  made  him 
aft  in  the  manner  he  did.  The  foreign  Peers  are 
-certainly  deprived  of  their  right  of  voting,  by  the 
exprefs  words  of  the  Aft  of  Succeffion  ;  and  it 
appears  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legifl.uure  at 
that  time,  for  Prince  George  of  Denmark  was 
excepted  by  name  ;  but  it  is  thought  the  Lords 
will  interpret  it  otherwife,  when  he  comes  to  be 
tried,  They  don't  lofe  the  other  privileges  of 
peerage ;  and  their  pofterity  born  here,  may  lit 
in  the  Houle.  The  lame  claufe  extends  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  no  foreigner  can  enjoy 
any  employment,  civil  or  military.  They  may 
be  favourable  to  the  Lords,  who  are  all  Whigs ; 
but  I  doubt  poor  Duke  Difney  will  lofe  his  regi- 
ment. I  fuppofe  Barber  has  given  you  an  ac- 
count of  Lord  B 's  pamphlet.  If  you  and 

he  are  not  come  to  an  eclairciflement  upon  it, 
Ihall  I  fend  to  him  for  it  ?  I  long  for  the  other. 
Yefterday  the  Commons  voted,  nan'we  con.  to 
pay  the  Hanover  troops,  that  cleferted  us  in 
1712.  To-day  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Cam- 
pion, and  two  or  three  more,  g.ive  fome  oppofi- 
tion  to  it ;  for  which  they  are  extremely  blamed. 
I  think  they  had  afted  right,  if  they  had  fpoke 

again  ft 

|  The  Earl  of  Nottingham. 
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againft  it  yefterday  ;  but  it  feems  they  were  not 
then  in  the  houfe.  They  had  not  ftrength  en- 
ough  to-day  to  come  to  a  divifion. 

Once  more,  I  wifti  you  a  good  journey,  and  a 
quick  return  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  find  things 
go  better  than  you  expect. 


LETTER       CCXLII. 

MR    GAY    TO    DR    ARBUTHNOTT,     OR    THE 
DEAN    OF    ST    PATRICK^. 

Hanover,  Augtift  the  \6thy   1714. 

YOU  remember,  I  fuppofe,  that  I  was  to 
write  you  abundance  of  letters  from  Ha- 
nover ;  but  as  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiuYmg 
qualities  of  a  politician  is  fecrecy,  you  muft  not 
expect  from  me  any  arcanas  of  ftate.  There  is 
another  thing  that  is  neceiTary  to  eftablilh  the 
character  of  a  politician;  which  is,  to  feem  always 
to  be  full  of  affairs  of  ftate ;  to  know  the  conful- 
.  tations  of  the  Cabinet  Council,  when  at  the  fame 
time  all  his  politics  are  collected  from  news- 
papers. Which  of  thefe  two  caufes  my  fccivcy 
is  owing  to,  I  leave  you  to  determine.  There  is 
yet  one  thing  more,  that  is  extremely  nectffiry 
for  a  foreign  minifter,  which  he  can  no  more  be- 
without,  than  an  artizan  without  h;s  terms ; 
I  mean,  the  terms  of  his  art.  I  call  it  an  art  or 
fcience,  becaufe  I  think  the  King  of  France  hath 
N  3  eftablifhed. 
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eftablifhed  an  .academy  to  inftruct  the  young  Ma- 
chiavillians  of  his  country  In  the  deep  and  pro- 
found fcience  of  politics.  To  the  end  that  I 
might  be  qualified  for  an  employment  of  this 
nature,  and  not  only  be  qualified  myielf,  but 
(to  fpeak  in  the  ftiie  of  Sir  John  Falftaff)  be  the 
caufe  of  qualifications  in  others,  I  have  made  it 
my  bufinefs  to  read  memoirs,  treaties,  &c.  and 
as  a  dictionary  of  law  terms  is  thought  neceflary 
for  young  beginners,  fo  I  thought  a  dictionary 
of  terms  of  ftate  would  be  no  lefs  ufeful  for 
young  politicians.  The  terms  of  politics  being 
not  fo  numerous,  as  to  fwell  into  a  volume, 
efpecially  in  time  of  peace,  (for  in  time  of  war 
all  the  terms  of  fortification  are  included),  I 
thought  fit  to'  extract  them  in  the  fame  manner, 
for  the  benefit  of  young  practitioners,  as  a  famous 
author  hath  compiled  his  learned  treatife  of  the 
law,  allied  the  Doctor  and  Student.  I  have  not 
made  any  great  progrefs  in  this  piece  ;  but,  how- 
ever, I  will  juft  give  you  a  fpecimen  of  it,  which 
will  make  you  in  the  fame  manner  a  judge  of  the 
defign  and  nature  of  this  treatife. 

Politician.     What  are  the  neceflary  tools  for  a 
Prince  to  work  with  ? 

Student.     Minifters  of  State/ 

Politician.    What  are  the  two  great  qualities  of 
a  Minifter  of  State  ? 

Student.     Secrecy  and  difpatch. 

Politician.    Into  how  many  parts  are  the  Mini- 
fters  of  State  divided  ? 

Student. 


CORRESPONDENCE.         151 

Student.  Into  two.  Firft,  Minifters  of  State 
at  home  ;  fecondty,  Minifters  of  State  abroad, 
who  are  called  Foreign  Minifters. 

Politician.  Very  right.  Now,  as  I  deflgn  you 
for  the  latter  of  thefe  employments,  1  (hall  wave 
faying  any  thing  of  the  firft  of  thefe.  What  are 
the  different  degrees  of  Foreign  Minifters  ? 

Snident.  The  different  degrees  of  Foreign  Mi- 
nifters are  as  follow  :  ift,  Plenipotentaries  ;  id, 
AmbafTadors  extraordinary ;  3d,  Ambafiadors  in 
ordinary  ;  4th,  Envoys  extroardinary  ;  jth,  En- 
voys in  ordinary ;  6th,  Refidents  ;  7th,  Confuls. 
And,  8th,  Secretaries. 

Politician.  How  is  a  Foreign  Minifter  to  be 
known  ? 

Student.     By  his  credentials. 

Politician.  When,  are  a  Foreign  Minifter's  cre- 
dentials to  be  delivered  ? 

Student.  Upon  his  firft  admiflion  into  the 
prefence  of  the  Prince,  to  whom  he  is  fent, 
otherwife  called  his  firft  audience. 

Politician.  How  many  kinds  of  audiences  are 
there  ? 

Student.  Two,  which  are  called,  a  public  au- 
dience, and  a  private  audience. 

Politician.  What  fhould  a  Foreign  Minifter's 
behaviour  be,  when  he  has  his  firft  audience  ? 

Student.  He  fhould  bow  profoundly,  fpeak 
deliberately,  and  wear  both  fides  of  his  long  peri- 
wig before. 

By 
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By  thefe  few  queftions  and  anfwers,  you  may- 
be able  to  make  fome  judgment  of  the  ulefulnefs 
of  this  politic  treatife.  Wicqnefort,  it  is  true, 
can  never  be  fufficiendy  admired  for  his  elaborate 
treat ife  of  the  conduct  of  an  ambaflador  in  all  his 
negociations  :  But  I  defign  this  only  as  a  com- 
pendium, or  the  Ambaflador's  Manual,  or  Vade- 
mecum. 

I  have  wrote  fo  far  of  this  letter,  and  do  not 
know  who  to  fend  it  to  ;  but  I  have  now  deter- 
mined to  fend  it,  either  to  Dr  Arbuthnott,  or 
the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  or  to  both.  My  Lord 
Clarendon  is  very  much  approved  of  at  Court  ; 
and  1  believe  is  not  diflatisfied  with  his  reception. 
We  have  not  much  variety  of  diverfions  :  What 
we  did  yefterday,  and  to-day,  we  fhall  do  to- 
morrow ;  which  is  to  go  to  Court,  and  walk  in 
the  gardens  at  Herenhaufen.  If  I  write  any 
more,  my  letter  will  be  juft  like  my  diverfions, 
the  fame  thing  over  and  over  again.  So,  Sirs, 
your  moft  obliged,  humble  fervant, 

J.    G  A  Y. 

I  would  have  writ  this  letter  over  again,  but  I 
Lad  not  time.     Correct  all  erratas. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCXLIII. 

TO    LORD    BOHNGBROKE. 

MY  LORD,  Dublin ,  Sept.  14,  171.). 

I  HOPE  your  Lordfliip,  who  were  always  fo 
kind  to  me  while  you  were  a  fervant,  will 
not  forget  me  now  in  your  greatntfs.  I  give  you 
this  caution,  becaufe  I  really  believe  you  will  be 
apt  to  be  exalted  in  your  new  ftation  of  retirement, 
which  was  the  only  honourable  poft  that  thofe 
who  gave  it  you  were  capable  of  conferring. 
And,  as  in  other  employments, 'the  circumftances 
with  which  they  are  given,  are  fometimes  faid  to 
be  equally  valuable  with  the  gift  itfelf,  fo  it  was 
in  your  cafe.  The  fealing  up  your  office,  and 
cfpechlly  without  any  direction,  from  the  King, 
discovered  fuch  fentiments  of  you  in  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  would  make  any  honsft  man  proud  to 
fhare  them. 

I  muft  be  fo  free- to  tell  you,  that  this  new  of- 
fice of  retirement  will  be  harder  for  you  to  keep, 
than  that  of  Secretary  :  And  you  lie  under  one 
great  difadvantage,  beficles  your  bjing  too  young ; 
that,  whereas  none  but  knaves  and  fools  tie  fire  to 
deprive  you  of  your  former  poft,  all  the  honeft 
men  in  England  will  be  for  putting  you  out  of  this. 

I  go  on  in  writing,  though"!  know  not  how  to 
fend  you  my  letter.  If  1  were  lure  it  would  be 
opened  by  the  fealers  of  your  office,  I  would  fill 

it 
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it  with  fome  terms  of  art,  that  they  would  better 
deferve  than  relifh. 

It  is  a  point  of  wifdom  too  hard  for  me,  not  to 
look  back  with  vexation  upon  paft  management. 
Divines  tell  us  often  from  their  pulpits,  that  half 
the  pains  which  fome  men  take  to  be  damned, 
would  have  compalTed  their  falvation  :  This,  I 
am  fure,  was  extremely  our  cafe.  I  know  not 
what  motions  your  Lordfhip  intends  ;  but  if  I  fee 
the  old  Whig  meafures  taken  in  the  next  elections, 
and  that  the  Court,  the  Bank,  Eaft-India,  and 
South  Sea,  acl:  ftrenuoufly,  and  procure  a  majo- 
rity, I  {hall  lie  down,  and  beg  of  Jupiter  to 
heave  the  cart  out  of  the  dirt. 

I  would  give  all  I  am  worth,  for  the  fake  of 
my  country,  that  you  had  left  your  mantle  with 
fome  body  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  that  a 
dozen  honeft  men  among  them  had  only  fo  many 
ihreds  of  it. — And  fo  having  difpatched  all  our 
friends  in  England,  off  flies  a  fplinter,  and  knocks 
two  governors  of  Ireland  dead.  I  remember,  we 
never  had  leifure  to  think  of  that  kingdom.  The 
poor  de?.tl  Queen  is  ufed  like  the  giant  Longaron 
in  Rabelais.  Pantagruel  took  Longaron  by  the 
heels,  and  made  him  his  weapon  to  kill  twenty 
other  giants  ;  then  flung  him  over  a  river  in  the 
town,  and  killed  two  ducks  and  an  old  cat.  I 
could  talk  very  wifely  to  you,  but  you  would  re- 
gard me  not.  1  bid  you,  non  defperare  de  repulli- 
cn  ;  and  fay,  that  res  nolttnt  diu  nude  adminijlrari. 
But  I  will  cut  all  fhort,  and  allure  you,  that  if 

you 
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you  do  not  fave  us,  I  will  not  be  at  the  pains  of 
racking  my  invention  to  guefs  how  we  lhali  be 
faved ;  and  yet  I  have  read  Polybius. 

They  tell  me  you  have  a  very  good  crop  of 
wheat,  but  the  barley  is  bad.  Hay  will  certainly 
be  dear,  unlefs  we  have  an  open  Winter.  I  hope 
you  found  your  hounds  in  good  condition,  and 
that  Bright  has  not  made  a  ftirrup-leather  of  your 
jockey-belt. 

I  imagine  you  now  fmoaking  with  your  hum- 
drum fquire,  (I  forgot  his  name),  who  can  go 
home  at  midnight,  and  open  a  dozen  gates  when 
he  is  drunk. 

I  beg  your  Lordfhip,  not  to  afk  me  to  lend  you 
any  money.  If  you  will  come  and  live  at  the 
deanry,  and  furnilh  up  an  apartment,  I  will  find 
you  in  victuals  and  drink,  which  is  more  than 
ever  you  got  by  the  Court :  And,  as  proud  as 
you  are,  I  hope  to  fee  you  accept  a  part  of  this 
offer  before  I  die. 

The take  this  country  !  It  has,  in  three 

weeks,  fpoilt  two  as  good  fixpenny  pamphlets,  as 
ever  a  proclamation  was  ifiued  out  againft.  And 
fince  we  talk  of  that,  there  will  not  be  *******  -j-. 
I  fhall  be  cured  of  loving  England,  as  the  fellow 
\v:it,  of  his  ague,  by  getting  himfelf  whipt  thro' 
the  town. 

I  wo  :ld  retire  too  if  I  could  ;  but  my  country- 
feat,  where  I  have  an  acre  of  ground,  is  gone 

to 

f  Here  are  two  or  three  words  in  the  manufcript  totally  erafed 
and  illegible. 
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to  ruin.  The  wall  of  my  own  apartment  is  fallen 
down,  and  I  want  mud  to  rebuild  it,  and  ftraw 
to  thatch  it.  Befides,  a  fpiteful  neighbour  has 
feized  on  fix  foot  of  ground,  carried  off  my 
trees,  and  fpoiled  my  grove.  All  this  is  literally 
true,  and  I  have  not  fortitude  enough  to  go  and 
fee  thofe  devaftations. 

But  in  return,  I  live  a  country-life  in  town,  fee 
no  body,  and  go  every  day  once  to  prayers  ;  and 
hope,  in  a  few  months,  to  grow  as  ftupid  as  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  will  require. 

Well,  after  all,  parfons  are  not  fuch  bad  com- 
pany, efpecially  when  they  are  under  fubjection  ; 
and  I  let  none  but  fuch  come  near  me. 

However,  pray  God  forgive  them,  by  whofe 
indolence,  neglect,  or  want  of  friendfhip,  I  am 
reduced  to  live,  with  twenty  leagues  of  fait- 
watcr  between  your  Lordfhip  and  me,  &c. 


LETTER      CCXLIV. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    -DR    SWIFT. 

PEAR  BROTHER,  October  19,  1714. 

EVEN  in  affliction  your  letter  made  me  me- 
lancholy, and  communicated  fome  of  the 
fpleen  which   you  had  when  you  wrote  it,  and 
made  me  forfeit  fome  of  my  reputation  of  chear- 
fulnefs  and  temper  under  affliction.     However,  I 
have  fo  many  fubjects  amongft  my  friends  and 
i  fellow- 
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fellow-fcrvants  to  be  grieved  for,  that  I  can  eafi- 
ly  turn  it  of  myfelf  with  credit.  The  Qtieen's 
poor  fervants  are  like  fo  many  poor  orphans, 
expofed  in  the  very  ftreets  :  And  thofe,  whofe 
part  obligations  of  gratitude  and  honour  ought  to 
have  engaged  them  to  have  reprefented  their  cafe, 
pafs  by  them  like  fo  many  abandoned  creatures, 
without  the  poffibility  of  ever  being  able  to  make 
the  leaft  return  for  a  favour, ,  which  has  added  to 
my  theory  of  human  virtue. 

I  wifh  I  did  not  only  haunt  you  in  the  obliging 
and  affectionate  fenfe  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs 
it,  but  were  perfonally  prefent  with  you  ;  and 
I  think  it  were  hardly  in  the  power  of  fortune, 
not  to  make  fome  minutes  pleafant.  I  dine  with 
my  Lord  and  Lady  Mafliam  to-day,  where  we 
will,  as  ufually,  remember  you. 

You  have  read  ere  this  time,  the  hillory  of  the 
White  Staff*,  which  .is  either  contrived  by  an 
enemy,  or  by  himfelf,  to  bring  clown  vengeance  ; 
and  I  have  told  fome  of  his  nermft  friends  fo.  All 
the  Dragon  can  fay,  will  not  give  him  one  fingle 
friend  amongft  the  whole  party  ;  and  therefore, 
VOL.  XV.  O  I 

*  A  pa.nphL-t  written   by  Mr  Daniel  dc    Foe, 
in  1714,  iti-Svo,   in  tv.o  paics  undei 

lliftory  of  the  '  ,  uncjer 

the  conuu£t  of  r.hably 

liave  happened,  if  ter  Jiaj  iV,."— Soon  after  the 

publication  of  it,  came  out,  in  8vO)  "  A  D^tefiion  of  the  Sophi- 
ftry  ana  Tilijticsof  the  pamphlet,  u-.'Jlku,  The  ?icret  Hiitory 
°-  t'--  White  ,  into  the  Stag's  con - 

duft  in  the  late  management,  ;  .  tipjllarly  with  rcfpect  to  the 
Proteflant  juccefiion." 
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I  even  wonder  at  him,  which  you  will  fay  Is  a 
ft  range  thing.  The  very  great  perfon  of  all  * 
can  hardly  fpeak  of  him  with  patience.  The 
Conde  acts  like  a  man  of  fpirit,  makes  up  to  the 

k ,  and  talks  to  him,  and  would  have   acted 

with  more  fenfe  than  any  of  them,  could  he  have 
had  any  body  to  have  acted  along  with  him  ;  nos 
tiumerus  fumitS)  &c.  The  man  you  fpeak  of,  is 
juft  as  you  defcribe  ;  fo  I  beg  pardon.  Shedwell 
fays,  he  will  have  my  place  at  CheHea.  Garth 
told  me,  his  merit  was  giving  intelligence  about 
his  miftrefs's  health.  I  defired  he  would  do  me 
the  favour  to  fay,  that  I  valued  myfelf  upon 
quite  the  contrary;  and  I  hoped  to  live  to  fee 
the  day,  when  his  Majefty  would  value  me  the 
more  for  it  too.  I  have  not  feen  any  thing  as 
yet,  to  make  me  recant  a  certain  inconvenient 
opinion  I  have,  that  one  cannot  pay  too  dear  for 
peace  of  mind. 

Poor  philofopher  Berkeley  has  now  the  idea  f 
of  health,  which  was  very  hard  to  produce  in 
him  ;  for  he  had  an  idea  of  a  ftrange  fever  upon 
.him,  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  very  hard  to  deftroy 
it  by  introducing 'a  contrary  one.  Poor  Gay  is 
much  where  he  was,  only  out  of  the  J  Duchefs's 
family  and  fervice.  He  has  fome  confidence  in 
the  Princefs  and  Countefs  of  Picbourgh ;  I  wifli 

it 

*  Probably  King  George  T. 

•J-  This  alludes  to  his  book;  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove, 
that  all  things  fuppofcd  to  depend  upon  a  material  world,  fubfift 
only  in  idea. 

i  The  Duchefs  of  Monmouth. 
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it  may  be  fignificant  to  him.  I  advifed  him  to 
make  a  poem  upon  the  Piincefs,  before  £he  came 
over,  defcribing  her  to  the  Englifh  Ladies  ;  for 
it  feems  the  Princefs  doea  not  diflike  that.  She 
is  really  a  perfon,  that,  I  believe,  will  give  great 
content  to  every  body.  But  Gay  was  in  fuch  a 
groveling  condition  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
that  his  mufe  would  not  floop  to  vifit  him.  I 
can  fay  no  more  of  news,  than  that  you  will  find 
the  proceedings  hitherto  have  been  comparatively 
gentle.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCXLV. 

ANOTHER   LETTER   FROM    THE   SAME,   WRIT- 
TEN   ON    THE    SAME    PAPER. 

I  THANK  you  kindly  for  your's,  with  the  in- 
clofed  from  our  friend.  I  would  have  obey- 
ed your  commands  as  to  the  hiftory  of  the  white 
ftaff;  but  that  there  really  is  no  anfwer  to  it, 
more  than  a  thing  that  rifcs  juft  out  of  what  is 
faid  in  the  hiftory.  None  wrote  on  purpofe  by 
any  one,  that  knows  matters  of  fact,  or  can  con- 
tradiit  what  he  fays  ;  or  indeed  wrote  by  concert 
of  the  perfons,  that  are  attacked.  And  I  reckon 
any  other  is  not  worth  your  while  to  read.  The 
Dragon  denies  it  ;  but  as  I  told  the  governor,  it 
is  neceffary  for  him  to  do  that  in  a  very  folemn 
and  ilrong  manner  ;  elfe  there  will  be  a  ripping 
O2.  an  Aver, 
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anfwer,  as  you  fay.  All  things  go  on  -at  the 
ufual  rate.  I  am  at  an  uncertainty  itill  as  to  my 
little  office.  I  leave  them  to  do  juft  as  they 
pleafe.  George  Fielding  and  Brigadier  Brittain 
are  grooms  of  the  bed-chamber,  which  doss  not 
feera  altogether  the  doing  of  a  certain  great  man. 
The  groom  of  the  ftqle  is  ftill  uncertain,  lying 
betwixt  two  that  you  know.  I  am  told,  that 
the  great  perfon  of  all  has  fpoke  more  contempti- 
bly of  the  Dragon,  than  of  any  body,  and  in  very 
hard  terms.  Has  not  he  managed  finely  at  laft  ? 
The  Princefs  gives  great  content  to  every  body. 
I  will  add  no  more,  being  to  write  on  the  other 
fide  to  the  Dean  ;  which  pray  forward. 


LETTER      CCXLVI. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    SIR    ARTHUR    LANGFORD. 

SIR,  Trim,   October  30,    1714. 

WAS  to  wait  on  you  the  other  day,  and  was 
told  by  your  fervant,  that  you  are  not  to  be 
feen  till  towards  evening,  which,  at  the  diftance 
I  am  at  this  time  of  the  year,  cannot  eafily  ba 
compafTed.  My  principal  bufinefs  was  to  let  you 
know,  that  fince  my  laA  return  from  England, 
many  perfons  have  complained  to  me,  that  I 
futFered  a  conventicle  to  be  kept  in  my  parifh, 
and  in  a  place  where  there  never  was  any  before. 
I  mentioned  this  to  your  nephew  Rowley  in  Du- 
blin, 
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blin,  when  he  came  to  me  with  this  meffage  from 
you;  but  I  could  not, prevail  with  him  to  write 
to  you  about  it.  I  have  always  looked  upon  you 
'as  an  honeft  gentleman,  of  great  charity  and 
piety  in  your  way  ,  and  I  hope  you  will  remember 
at  the  fame  time,  that  it  becomes  you  to  be  a 
legal  man,  and  that  you  will  not  promote  or  en- 
courage, much  lefs  give  a  beginning  to,  a  thing 
directly  contrary  to  the  law.  You  know  the 
DiiTenters  in  Ireland  are  fullered  to  have  their 
conventicles  only  by  connivance,  and  that  only 
in  places  where  they  formerly  ufed  to  meet. 
Whereas  this  conventicle  of  your's,  is  a  new  thing, 
in  a  new  place,  entirely  of  your  own  erection, 
and  perverted  to  this  ill  ufe  from  the  defign  you 
outwardly  feemed  to  have  intended  it  for.  Ic 
has  been  the  weaknefs  of  the  DiiFenters,  to  be  too 
fanguine  and  aiTumlng  upon  events  in  the  date, 
which  appeared  to  give  them  the  leaft  encourage- 
ment ;  and  this,  in  other  turns  of  affairs,  hath 
proved  very  much  to  their  difadvantage.  The 
moft  moderate  churchmen  may  be  apt  to  refent, 
when  they  fee  a  feel:,  without  toleration  by  law, 
infulting  the  eftablifhed  religion.  Whenever  the 
Legiflature  fhall  think  fit  to  give  them  leave  to 
build  new  conventicles,  all  good  churchmen  will 
fubmit ;  but  till  then,  we  can  hardly  fee  it  with- 
out betraying  our  church.  I  hope,  therefore, 
you  will  not  think  it  hard,  if  I  take  thofe 
methods,  which  my  duty  obliges  me,  to  prevent 
this  growing  evil,  as  far  as  it  lyes  in  my  power, 
O  3  unlefj. 
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unlefs  you  fhall  think  fit,  from  your  own  pru- 
dence, or  the  advice  of  fome  underftanding 
friends,  to  (hut  up  the  doors  of  that  conventicle 
for  the  future.  I  am,  with  true  friendfhip  and 
efteem,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 


LETTER      CCXLV1I. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Nov.  4,  1714, 

I  HAVE  one  letter  from  you  to  acknowledge, 
which  I  will  do  very  foon.  In  the  mean 
time,  T  fend  this,  ta  acquaint  you,  that  if  you 
have  not  already  hid  your  papers  in  fome  pri- 
vate place,  in  the  hands  of  a  trufty  friend,  I  fear 
they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies. 
Sure,  you  have  already  taken  care  in  this  matter, 
by  what  the  public  prints  told  you  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  great  men  towards  the  Earl  of 
Str.xflbrd  and  Mr  Prior.  However,  for  greater 
caution,  this  is  fent  you  by 1  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCXLVIII. 

MONSIEUR  SWIFT   A   MONSIEUR   GERALDI   *. 

De  Dub/in,  en  Irelandey 
MONSIEUR,  Ferviere  25,   1714-15. 

JE  prens  la  liberte  de  vous  prefenter  le  porteur 
of  cellecy,  Monfieur  Howard,  gentilhomme 
favant  et  de  condition  de  ce  pais  cy ;  qui  pretend 
de  faire  le  tour  d'  Italic  ;  et  qui  etant  chanoine 
en  mon  doyenne  et  profefleur  de  college  icy,  vent 
en  voyageant  parmi  les  catholique  s'  opiniatrer  le 
plus  dans  fon  herefie.  Et  apres  tout,  Monfieur, 
il  n'eft  que  jufte,  que  puifque  vous  avez  clerobe 
notre  franchife  Angloife  pour  1'ajouter  a  votre 
politeiTe  Italienne,  que  quelques  uns  de  nous 
autres  tramontanes  devoient  en  voyageant  chez 
vous  a  faire  de  reprifailles.  Vous  me  ibufFrfez 
auffi  de  vous  prier  de  preicntei-  mes  tres  humble 
devoirs  a  Ton  altefle  royale  le  Grand  Due. 

Pour  mon  particulier,  I»ron{ieur,  je  prens  la 
liberte  de  vous  dii*e,  que  deux  mois  devant  la 
mort  de  la  reine,  voyant,  qu'il  etoit  tout  a  fait 
impoffible  de  r'  accommoder  mes  amis  du  mini- 
itere,  je  me  retire  a  la  campagne  en  Berkfhire, 
d'ou  apres  ce  trifle  evenement  j,e  venois  en  Ire- 
lande,  ou  je  demure rai  en  mon  doyenne,  et  at- 
tens  avec  la  refignation  d'un  bon  Chretien  Li 
ruine  de  nitre  caufe-  et  de  mes  amis,  mauagcc 

tous 

*  Monfieur  Giralui  was  fecrctaiy  lo  Uie  Duke  ot  Tufcany. 
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tous  les  jours  par  la  faftion  dominante.  Car  ces 
Meffieurs  Ton  tout  a  fait  refolu  de  trancher  tme 
demi-douzaine  des  tetes  des  milleurs  d'Angleterre, 
et  que  vous  avez  fort  bien  connus  ct  eftimes. 
Diu  fait  quel.en  fera  1'evenement.  Pour  moyj'ai 
quitte  pour  jamais  la  politique,  et  avec  la  permif- 
fion  des  bon  gens,  qui  font  maintenant  en  vogue, 
je  demeureray  la  refte  de  ma  vie"  en  mon  hermi- 
tage pour  fonger  a  mon  falut. 

Adieu,  Monfieur,  et  me  faites  la  juftice  de 
croire,  que  je  fuis  avec  beaucoup  de  refpectj 
Monfieurs,'  votre,  &c. 


LETTER      CCXLIX. 

FROM    DR    SWIFT    TO    MR    POPE. 

Dublin,   June  2$ y    1J*$- 

MY  Lord  Bifliop  of  Clogher  *  gave  me 
your  kind  letter,  full  of  reproaches  for 
my  not  writing.  *I  am  naturally  no  very  exaft 
correfpondent ;  and  when  I  leave  axountry  with- 
out probability  of  returning,  I  think  as  feldom 
as  I  can  of  what  I  loved  or  efteemed  in  it,  to  a- 
void  the  defiderium  which  of  all  things  makes 
life  moft  uneafy.  But  you  muft  give  me  leave 
to  add  one  thing ;  that  you  talk  at  your  eafe, 

being 

«  Dr  St  George  Afhe,  formerly  a  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  (to  whom  the  Dean  was  a  pupil),  afterwaids  Bifhop  of. 
Clobber,  and  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Derry  in  1716-17. 
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being  wholly  unconcerned  in  public  events  :  For 
if  your  friends  the  Whigs  continue,  you  may 
hope  for  fonie  favour ;  if  the  Tories  return,  you 
are  at  Icaft  fure  of  quic-t.  You  know  how  well 
I  1  v  I  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke,  and 

bor "  lear  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to  me.  Do 
you  in  c:u:  be  eafy,  while  their  enemies 

are  endeavouring  to  rake  off  their  headt  ?  I  nuncy 
et  verfus  tecum  mecfctare  car.jros. — Do  you  imagine 
I  can  be  eafy,  when  I  think  of  the  probable  con- 
fequences  of  thefe  proceedings,  perhaps  upon 
the  very  peace  of  the  nation,  but  certainly  of  the 
minds  of  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  good  fub- 
je<fts  ?  Upon  the  whole,  you  may  truly  attribute 
my  filence  to  the  eclipfe,  but  it  was  that  eclipfe 
which  happened  on  the  firft  of  Auguft. 

I  borrowed  your  Homer  from  the  bifhop, 
(mine  is  not  yet  landed),  and  read  it  out.  in  two 
evenings.  If  it  pleafeth  others  as  well  as  me, 
you  have  got  your  end  in  profit  and  reputation. 
Yet  I  am  angry  at  fome  bad  ryhmes  and  triplets; 
and  pray,  in  your  next,  do  n»t  let  me  have  fo 
many  unjuRifiable  ryhmes  to  ivar  and  gsds.  I 
tell  you  all  the  faults  I  know ;  only  in  one  or 
two  places,  you  are  a  little  obfcure  ;  but  I  ex- 
pected you  to  be  fo  in  one  or  t\vo-and-twenty. 
1  have  heard  no  foul  talk  'of  it  here,  for  indeed 
it  is  not  come  over  ;  nor  do  we  very  much  a- 
bound  in  judges,  at  leaft  I  have  not  the  honour 
to  be  acquainted  with  them.  Your  notes  are 
perfectly  good,  and  fo  are  your  preface  and  effay. 

You 
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You  were  pretty  bold  in  mentioning  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  in  that  preface.  I  faw  the  Key  to  the 
Lock  but  yefterday  :  I  think  you  have  changed  it 
a  good  deal,  to  adapt  it  to  the  prefent  times. f 

God  be  thanked,  I  have  yet  no  parliamentary 
bufinefs ;  and  if  they  have  none  with  me,  I  (hall 
never  feek  their  acquaintance.  I  have  not  been 
very  fond  of  them  for  fome  years  paft,  not  when 
I  thought  them  tolerably  good  ;  and  therefore, 
if  I  can  get  leave  to  abknt,  I  fhall  be  much  in- 
clined to  be  on  that  fide,  when  there  is  a  parlia- 
ment on  this.  But  truly  I  muft  be  a  little  .eafy 
in  my  mind  before  I  can  think  of  Scriblerus. 

You  are  to  underftand,  that  I  live  in  the  cor- 
ner of  a  vaft  unfurnifhed  houfe.  My  family 
confifts  of  a  fteward,  a  groom,  a  helper  in  the 
flable,  a  footman,  and  an  old  maid,  who  are  all 
at  board-wages ;  and  when  I  do  not  dine  abroad, 
or  make  an  entertainment,  (which  laft  is  very 
rare),  I  eat  a  mutton-pye,  and  drink  half  a  pint 
of  wine.  My  amufements  are,  defending  my 
fmall  dominions  againft  the  Archbifhop,  and  en- 
deavouring to  reduce  my  rebellious  choir.  Per- 
ditur  h&c  Inter  m'ifero  lux.  I  defire  you  will  pre- 
fent my  humble  fervice  to  Mr  Addifon,  Mr  Con- 

greve, 

•f  Put  thefe  two  laft  obfervations  together,  and  it  will  appear, 
that  Mr  Pope  was  neither  wanting  to  his  frknds  for  fear  of 
party,  nor  would  infult  a  miniftry  to  humr.ur  his  friends.  He 
faid  of  himfelf,  and  I  believe  he  faid  truly,"  "  That  he  never 
wrote  a  line,  to  gratify  the  animofity  of  any  one  party  at  the 
expence  of  another.  Wart* 
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greve,    and    Mr   Rowe,    and   Gay.     I  am,  and 

will  be  always,  extremely, 

Your's,  &c. 


LETTER      CCL. 

TO    THE    EARL    OF    OXFORD. 

MY  LORD,  Dublin,  July  19,   1715. 

IT  may  look  like  an  idle  or  officious  thing  in 
me,  to  give  your  Lordfhip  any  interruption 
under  your  prefent  circumftances  :  Yet  I  could 
never  forgive  myfelf,  if,  after  being  treated  for 
feveral  years  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  and  dif- 
tin&ion,  by  a  psrfon  of  your  Lordfhip's  virtue, 
I  iliould  omit  making  you,  at  this  time,  the 
humbleft  offers  of  my  poor  fervice  and  attend- 
ance. It  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  foliated  you  in  my 
own  behalf ;  and  if  I  am  refufed,  it  will  be  the 
firft  requeft  you  ever  refufed  me.  I  do  not  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  regulate  my  opinions  by  the 
proceedings  of  a  Houfe  of  Lords  or  Commons  ; 
and  therefore,  however  they  may  acquit  them- 
felves  in"  your  Lordfhip's  cafe,  I  fhall  take  the 
liberty  of  thinking,  and  calling  your  Lordfhip 
the  ableft  and  faithfuleft  minifter,  and  trueft 
lover  of  your  country,  that  this  age  hath  pro- 
duced. And  I  have  already  taken  care,  that 
you  fhall  be  fo  reprefented  to  pofterity,  in  fpUe 
of  all  the  rage  and  malice  of  your  enemies.  And 

this 
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this  I  know  will  not  be  wholly  indifferent  to 
your  Lordlhip  ;  who,  next  to  a  good  confidence, 
always  efteemed  reputation  your  beft  poiTeffidn. 
Your  intrepid  behaviour,  under  this  profecution, 
aftonifheth  every  one  but  me,  who,  know  you 
fo  well,  and  how  little  it  is  in  the  power  of  hu- 
man actions  or  events  to  difcompofe  you.  I 
have  feen  your  Lordfhip  labouring  under  greater 
difficulties,  and  expofed  to  greater  dangers,  and 
overcoming  both  by  the  providence  of  God,- 
and  your  own  wifdom  and  courage.  Your  life 
has  been  already  attempted  by  private  malice ;  it 
is  now  purfued  by  public  ,  refentment.  Nothing 
elfc  remained.  You  were  deftined  ro  both  trials  ; 
and  the  fame  power  which  delivered  you  out 
of  the  paws  of  the  lion  and  the  bear,  will,  I 
truft,  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  the  un- 
circumcifed. 

I  can  write  no  more.  You  fuffer  for  a  good 
caufe,  for  having  preferved  your  country,  and 
for  having  been  the  great  ihftrument,  under 
God,  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  peaceable  acceffion 
to  the  throne.  This  I  know,  and  this  your 
enemies  know,  and  this  I  will  take  care  that  all 
the  world  Jh:ill  know,  and  future  ages  be,  con- 
vinced of.  God  Almighty  protect  you,  and  con- 
tinue t'o  you  that  fortitude  and  magnanimity  he 
hath  endowed  you  with.  Farewell.  J.  S. 

i  LET- 
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DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


I  RECEIVED  your  very  Heraclitian  letter.  I 
am  kinder  than  you.  T  defire  to  hear  your 
complaints,  and  will  always*  fhare  them,  when  I 
cannot  remove  them.  I  fhould  have  the  fame 
concern  for  things  as  you,  were  I  not  convinced, 
that  a  comet  will  make  much  more  Orange  revo- 
lutions upon  the  face  of  our  globe,  than  all  the 
petty  changes  that  can  be  occafioned  by  govern- 
ments and  miniftries.  And  you  will  allow  it  to  be 
a  matter  of  importance,  to  think  of  methods  to 
fave  one's  felf  and  family  in  fuch  a  terrible  (hock, 
when  this  whole  earth  will  turn  upon  new  poles, 
and  revolve  in  a  new  ovbit.  I  conflder  myfelf  as 
a  poor  paflenger  ;  and  that  the  earth  is  not  to  be 
forfaken,  nor  the  rocks  removed  from  me.  But 
you  are  certainly  fome  firft  minuter  of  a  great 
monarch,  who,  for  fome  misbehaviour,  are  con- 
demned, in  this  revolution  of  things,  to.govern 
a  chapter,  and  a  choir  of  finging-men.  I  am  fure 
I  fhould  think  myfelf  happy,  if  I  had  only  fuch.a 
province  as  the  latter.  Certainly  your  chapter 
is  too  peaceable,  and  not  like  other  chapters; 
elfe  they  would  give  you  more  occupation.  You 
fee  I  begin  with  philofophy.  As  to  bufinefs,  I 
this  moment  faw  the  Dragon.  He  had  your  let- 
VOL.  XV.  P  ters, 
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ters,  and  {hewed  them  to  me  fome  time  ago,  and 
feems  to  be  mighty  fond  of  the  project ;  only  he 
is  to  be  at  Wimple,  and  not  in  Herefordfhire, 
and  it  is  but  a  ftep  further.  He  is  to  write  to- 
night, if  you  believe, him,  to  that  very  purpofe  ; 
nay,  I  am  to  have  the  letter  to  inclofe,  and  1  in- 
tend to  keep  mine  open  till  eleven.  It  is  ftrange, 
that  you  fliould  imagine  the  Dragon  had  caft  his 
extiina:  in  his  den  *,  or  that  confinement  is  a  cure 
for  inactivity  ;  fo  far  from  it,  all  thefe  habits  are 
ten  times  ftronger  upon  him  than  ever.  Lewis 
will  furnifli  you  with  a  collection  of  new  ftories, 
that  are  as  far  beyond  the  old  ones,  as  you  can 
imagine.  Therefore,  I  fay  again,  come,  and  you 
will  be  far  from  finding  any  fuch  difmal  fcenes  as 
you  defcribe.  Your  own  letter  will  furniih  you 
with  topics  to  conquer  your  melancholy.  For  in 
fuch  a  mutability,  what  is  it,  that  muft  not  in 
time  caft  up  ?  Even  the  return  of  that  brother  -j- 
you  mention.  And  as  philofophical  as  I  am,  I 
fhould  be  very  fad,  if  I  did  not  think  that  very 
probable  and  feafible.  As  to  your  friends,  tho* 
the  world  is  changed  to  them,  they  are  not 
changed  to  you  ;  and  you  will  be  careiTed  a,s  much 
as  ever,  and  by  fome  that  bore  you  no  good  will 
formerly.  Do  you  think  there  is  no  pleafure  in 
hearing  the  H — — r  club  \  declaim  upon  the  cle- 
mency 

*  Ke  was  fent  to  the  Tower. 

t  Bolingbroke.  .  N 

%  Hanover  club,  of  which  Ainbrofe  Philips,  Efq  ;  was  fccre- 
t»ry. 

f 
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mency  and  gentlenefs  of  the  late  reign,  and  a  thou- 
fand ftranger  things  ?  As  for  the  conftitution,  it 
is  in  no  more  danger,  than  a  ftrong  man  that  has 
got  a  little  furfcit  by  drunkennefs.  All  will  be 
well,  and  people  recover  their  fober  fenfes  every 
day.  Several  of  your  friends  dine  with  me  to-day, 
Lady  Ma — ,  John  Drummond,  the  Judge,  &c. 
where  you  will  be  remembered.  I  wifh  I  could 
return  youv  compliments  as  to  my  wife  and 
bairns.  Svire  you  are  a  very  ill  hufband,  for  you 
had  the  compleat  thoufand  when  you  were  in. 
England,  and  fixpence  of  another  thoufand  given, 
by  the  Dragon.  I  remember  that  full  well. 

L is  gone  his  progrefs.     I  fhall  be  at  Bath 

in  a  fortnight.     Come  that  way.     Adieu. 

I  really  think  the  perfon  I  recommended,  will 
do  well  ;  he  will  be  quite  another  thing  before 
Michaelmas,  with  Roilngrave's  *  teaching,  &c. 
He  has  a  good  voice. 


LETTER      CCLII. 

DR    FRIEND    f    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN,  Weftminfter,  Sept.  20,  1715. 

I   AM  much  obliged  to  Lady  Kerry  for  giving 
you  an  occafion  of  writing,  and  fhall  always 
be  pleafed  in  receiving  any  coimrunds  from  you. 
P  2  Mr 

*  See  the  note  on  Prior's  letter,  dated  Auguft  16,  1713. 
f  Robert  Friend,  D.  D.  Matter  of  Wtfcir.inftcWchool. 
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Mr  Fitzmaurice  is  very  promifing,  and  a  favou- 
rite of  mine  already.  I  had  never  feen  nor  heard 
from  any  one,-  that  was  concerned  for  him,  till  I 
had  the  favour  of  your's  ;  but  as  I  had  taken  a 
particular  notice  of  him  on  his  own  account,  I 
fhall  now  do  it  much  more  upon  your's.  This  will 
be  brought  to  you  by  your  kinfman,  Mr  Rolt.  I 
am  glad  I  can  tell  you,  that  he  has  behaved  him- 
felf  very  well  here.  He  is  not  of  the  higheft  fort, 
but  is  very  fober  and  induftrious,  and  will  work 
out  his  way,  and,  I  believe,  deferve  any  encou- 
ragement you  are  pleafed  to  give  him.  Things 
are  in  an  odd  pofture  with  us  at  prefent  ;  and 
the  (late  of  banilhment  you  are  in,  may  be  en- 
dured without  much  regret :  However,  I  fhall 
hope  in  a  little  time  to  fee  you  here,  when  more 
of  your  friends  are  in  town. 

The  bifhop  f ,  and  my  brother  J,  are  much 
your's,  and  very  defirous  of  a  happy  meeting 
with  you.  Before  this  can  be  with  you,"  you'll 
be  able  to  guefs  how  foon  that  may  happen.  And 
may  it  be  as  foon  as  is  wifhed,  by,  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

R.    F  II  I  E  N  D. 
LET- 


f  Dr  Francis  Atterbury,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
$  John  Friend,  M.  D. 
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LETTER      CCLIIL 

THE   DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  0,7.   17,  1715, 

I  WAS  extremely  pleafed  to  find  you  had  not 
forgot  your  friends,  when  it  is  fo  hard  for 
them  to  write  to  you,  and,  by  their  concern  for 
you,  put  you.  in  mind  of  them.  But  I  find  no 
misfortune  can  leflen  your  friendship,  which  is  fo 
great,  as  to  blind  you  on  the  fide  of  their  faults, 
and  make  you  believe  you  fee  virtues  in  them,  it 
were  happy  for  them  they  enjoyed  in  any  degree  ; 
for  I  am  fure,  fome  of  thofe  you  named,  are  m-icli 
wanted  at  his  time.  I  was,  as  you  heard,  very 
well  pleafed,  that  my  friend  *  was  fafe  as  to  his 
perfon,  but  very  uneafy  at  feeing  his  reputation 
fo  treated.  As  to  his  fortune,  it  is  yet  in  difpufe. 
However,  as  long  as  he  is  well,  I  aui  f.msllcxl.  It 
is  with  difficulty  I  do  hear-  but  now  and  then  ;  a 
flraggling  body  brings  me  an  account  of  hiui  ;  for 
there  has  been  no  encouragement  to  write  by  the 
pofr,  all  letters  mUcarrying,  that  either  he  o.r  I 
have  wrote  that  way,  that  we  have  given  it  over 
now,  an  1  truii:  to  a  Ibv  the.  news  of  each 

other.     I  hope  I  fhall  hear  from  you  oftner  than 
I  have  done  for  fomc  months  paft  :  For  no  friend 
P  3  you 

*  The  Duke,  who  being  fufpected  of  treaforable  practices,  o^ 
dcfigns,  went  abroad. 
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you  have,  has  more  refpedt  for  you,  than  your 
mofl  humble  fervant, 

M.    O  R  M  O  N  D. 

Your  niece  Betty  f  is  your  humble  fervant. 


L'  E    T    T    E    R      CCL1V. 

DR    ARBUT.HNOTT    TO    DR    SV/IFT. 

Indorfed, 

Received,  Dec.  2, 
DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  in  good  health, 
and  I  hope  in  greater  tranquillity  of  mind, 
than  when  we  ufed  to  lament  together  at  your  of- 
fice, for  the  eternal  faults  of  our  friends.  I  have 
feen  the  Dragon  thrice  fince  I  wrote  to  you.  He  is 
without  fhadovv  of  change  ;  the  greateft  example 
of  an  unfhakeh  tranquillity  of  mind,  that  ever  I 
yet  law,  feeming  perfectly  well  fatisfied  with  his 
own  conduct  in  every  particular.  You  know  we 
have  often  faid,  that  there  is  but  one  Dragon  in 
ferum  natura.  I  don't  know  what  he  thinks,  but 
I  am  perfectly  wejl  fatisfied,  that  there  will  not 
be  that  one  Dragon  left,  if  fome  people  have 
their  will.  Haly  BalTa,  they  fay,  ftruggles  for  his 
fon-in-law.  It  is  generous  and  grateful.  There 

is 
f  Her  Grace's  daughter. 
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is  a  prodigious  quarrel  between  him  and  the  Pre- 
fident  about  it  *. 

I  am  not  yet  out,  but  expert  to  be  foon.  Adieu.  • 
I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you  of  the  Preten- 
der's declaration,  in  which  there  ai~e  words  to 
this  purpofe  :  *  That  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt 
*  of  the  good  intention  of  his  lifter,  which  was 
(  the  reafon  that  he  fat  quiet  in  her  time ;  but 
'  now  wss  difappointed  by  the  deplorable  accident 
4  of  her  fudden  death.' 


LETTER      CCLVf. 
DR  ARBUTHNOTT  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER, 

I   SEND  you  the  fcrap  of  a  letter  begun  to  you 
by  the  whole  fociety,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  you 
even  value  the  fragments  of  your  friends.     The 
honeft  gentleman  at  whofe  lodgings  we  wrote,  is 
gone  for  France.     I 'really  value  your  judgment 
extremely,  in  chufing  your  friends.    I  think  wor- 
thy Mr  Ford  is   an  inftance  of  it,  being  an  ho- 
neft, fcnfible,  firm,  friendly  man,  tt  quails  ab  in- 
cepttt  procejjerat)  &c. 
Though,  by  the  way,  praifmg  your  judgment 


*  The  Prtfident  of  the  Council,  who  at  that  time  was  Daniel 
Eavl  of  Nottingham, 
•j-  Writtaa  on  the  fame,  paper  with  the  laft. 
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is  a  little  compliment  to  -myfelf,  which  I  am  apt 
to  fall  into  of  late,  nobody  now  being  at  the  trou- 
ble of  doing  it  for  me.4  The  ParneUian,  who  was 
to  have  carried  this  letter,  feems  to  have  changed 
his  mind,  by  fome  fudden  turn  in  his  affairs  ;  but 
I  wifh  his  hopes  may  not  be  the  effect  of  fome 
accidental  thing  working  upon  his  fpirits,  rather 
than  any  well-grounded  project. 

If  it  be  any  pleafure  to  you,  I  can  affure  you, 
that  you  are  remembered  kindly  by  your  friends, 
and  I  believe  not  altogether  forgot  by  your  ene- 
mies. I  think  both  is  for  your  reputation.  I 
am  told,  that  I  am  to  lofe  my  little  preferment. 
However,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  a  little  ha- 
bitation warm  in  town.  I  cannot  but  fay,  I  think 
there  is  one  thing  in  your  circumftance,  that 
muft  make  any  man  happy ;  which  is,  a  liberty  to 
preach.  Such  a  prodigious  privilege,  that  if  it 
did  not  border  upon  Simony,  I  could  really  pur- 
chafe  it  for  a  fum  of  money.  For  my  part,  I 
never  imagine  any  man  can  be  uneafy,  that  has 
the  opportunity  of  venting  himfelf  to  a  whole 
congregation  once  a-week.  And  you  may  pre- 
tend what  you  will,  I  am  furc  you  think  fo  too, 
or  you  don't  judge  right.  As  for  news,  I  never 
enquire  about  any.  Fuimus  I'roes,  Sec. 

My  prefent  politics,  is  to  give  no  difturbance 
to  the  prefent  folks  in  the  due  exercife  of  their 
power,  for  fear  of  forcing  them  to  do  very  ftrarige 
things,  rather  than  part  with  what  they  love  fo- 
well.  Untoward  reports  in  the  country  will  i 
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elections  dearer,  which  I  am  forry  for.  The 
Dragon,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  ft  ruck  at.  Adieu', 
in  hafte. 


LETTER      CCLVI. 

« 

MR    POPE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Jan.  2O, 

I  CANNOT  fur&r  a  friend  to  crofs  the  Irifh 
feas,  without  bearing  a'teftimony  from  me 
of  the  conflant  efteem  and  affection  1  am  both 
obliged  and  inclined  to  have  for  you.  It  is  bet- 
ter he  fhould  tell  you  than  1,  how  often  you  are 
in  our  thoughts,  and  in  our  cups,  and  how  I 
learn  to  fleep  lefs  *,  and  drink  more,  whenever 
you  are  named  among  us.  I  look  upon  a  friend 
in  Ireland,  ns  upon  a  friend  in  the  other  world, 
whom  (Popilhly  fpeaking)  I  believe  conftaatly 
well  difpofed  towards  me,  and  ready  to  do  me 
all  the  good  he  can,  in  that  fhite  of  feparation, 
though  I  hear  nothing  from  him,  and  make 
addreffes  to  him  but  very  rarely.  A  Proteftant 
Divine  cannot  take  it  airufs,  that  I  treat  him  in 
the  fame  manner  with  my  patron  faint. 

I  can  tell  you  no  news,  bur,  what  you  will  not 
fufficiently  wonder  at,  that  I  fuller  many  things 
as  an  author  militant  j  whereof,  in  your  days  of 

probation, 

*  Alluding  to  his  conftant  «uftcm  of  ficeping  after  dinner. 
JParl>. 
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probation,  you  have  been  a  fharer,  or  you  had 
not  arrived  to  that  triumphant  ftate  you  now 
defervedly  enjoy  in  the  chuvch.  As  for  me,  I 
•have  not  the  leaft  hopes  of  the  cardinalet,  though 
I  fuffer  for  my  religion  in  alrnoft  ever/  weekly 
paper.  I  have  begun  to  take  a.  pique  at  the  Pialms 
of  David,  if  the  wicked  may  be  credited,  \»ho 
have  printed  a  fcandalous  one  in  my  name  *. 
This  report  I  dare  not  difcourage  too  much,  in  a 
profpec"l  I  have  at  prefent,  of  a  poft  under  the 
Marquis  de  Langallerie  f  ;  wherein,  if  i  can  but 
do  fome  fignal  fervice  againft  the  Pope,  I  may  be 
coafiderably  advanced  by  the  Turks,  the  only 
religious  people  I  dare  confide  in.  If  it  fhould 
happen  hereafter,  that  I  fhould  write  for  the  ho- 
ly law  of  Mahomet,  I  hope  it  may-- make  no 
breach  between  you  and  me.  Every  one  muft 
live,  and  I  beg  you  will  not  be  the  man  to  manage 
the  controverfy  againft  me.  The  church  of  Rome, 
I  judge  (from  many  modern  fymptoms,  as  well 
as  ancient  prophecies)  to  be  in  a  declining  condi- 
tion ;  that  of  England,  will  in  a  fhort  time  be 
fcarce  able  to  maintain  her  own  family  :  So 
churches  fink  as  generally  as  banks  in  Europe, 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  ;  that  religion  and  trade, 
which  at  firft  were  open  and  free,  have  been  re- 
duced into  the  management  of  companies,  and 
the  roguery  of  directors. 

I 

*  In  Curl's  collection. 

f  One  who  made  a  noife  then,  as  Count  Boaneval  has  done 
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I  don't  know  why  I  tell  you  all  this,  but  that 
I  always  loved  to  talk  to  you ;  but  this  is  not  a 
time  for  any  man  to  talk  to  the  purpofe.  Truth 
is  a  kind  of  contraband  commodity,  which  I 
would  not  venture  to  export ;  and  therefore  the 
only  thing  tending  that  dangerous  way  which  I 
I  fhall  fay,  is,  that  I  am,  and  always  will  be,  with 
the  utmoft  fincerity,  Your's,  &c. 


LETTER      CCLVII. 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Jan.   23,   1715-16. 

YOUR  letter  was  a  great  while  upon  the 
road,  before  I  had  the  good  luck  to  have 
it ;  and  I  think  I  was  happy,  that  it  ever  arrived 
here  ;  for  it  is  the  fecond  letter  I  have  received 
out  of  Ireland  in  above  feven  months.  Either 
thofe  few  friends  I  have  there  are  afraid  of  taking 
notice  of  me,  or  my  enemies  won't  let  me  have 
the  comfort  of  thinking  I  have  any  left,  and 
therefore  ftop  my  biters.  I  give  you  a  thouiand 
thanks,  for  fo  kindly  remembering  a  a  abfent 
friend.  As  you  always  think  right,  I  don't  won- 
der you  are  of  the  opinion  our  friend  *  has  not 
all  his  good  offices  very  well  returned.  But  who 
live  in  this  world,  muft  arm  themfelves  with  pa- 
tience, and  a  refolution  able  to  bear  ingratitude, 

reproach, 

*  Probably  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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reproach,  poverty,  and  afflictions  of  all  kinds; 
or  fubmit  to  the  difcipline  of  Bedlam, 

I  have  not  heard  from  my  matter  *  thefe  ma- 
ny months.  I  hope  he  is  well,  becaufe  the  good- 
nature of  the  world  would  take  care  I  fhould 
hear,  if  he  were  otherwife. 

The  Lady  you  name  in  your  letter,  lives  at 
her  houfe  at  Berkfhire.  I  can't  entertain  you 
with  fo  much  as  the  tittle-tattles  of  the  town, 
having  not  feen  it  thefe  four  months,  nor  fcarce 
any  thing  but  froft  and  fnow  ;  which  makes  me 
converfe  moft  with  robin-red-breafts,  that  do  me 
the  favour  to  come  in  at  the  windows  to  fee  me. 
Your  niece  is  your  humble  fervant  j  but  not  well, 
having  a  rafh. 

I  believe  by  this  time  you  wifli  you  had  not 
provoked  me  to  write  ;  frhce  you  are  troubled 
with  fo  long  a  fcroli  from  me,  who  am,  with 
great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft  fincere  friend  and 
humble  fervant. 


LET- 


The  Duke  of  Ormond,  her  hufl>and. 
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L    E    T    T    E    P,      CCLVIII. 

DR    ATTERBURY,    BISHOP     OF    ROCHESTER, 
TO    DR    SWIFT. 

GOOD  MR  DEAN,        Bromley  *,  April  6 ,   1716. 
Y   gout  kept  me  fo  long  a  prifoner  at 
Weftminifter   this  Winter,  that   I   have 
fixed  at  Bromley  this  Spring,  much  fooner  than 
ever  I  yet   did ;  for  which  reafon,   my  meeting 
with  Dr  Younger  will  be  more  difficult,  than  it 
would  be,  had  1  been  ftill  at  the  deanry  -\\ 

The  beft  (or  rather  the,  worft)  is,  that  I  be- 
lieve he  can  fay  nothing  to  you  upon  .the  matter 
about  which  you  write,  which  will  pleafe  you. 
His  deanry  J  is  of  the.  old  foundation  ;  and  in 
all  fuch  foundations,-  the  deans  have  no  extraor- 
dinary power  or  privilege,  and  are  nothing  more 
than  reudentiaries,  with  a  peculiar  corps  belong- 
ing to  them  as  deans  ;  the  firft  of  the  chapter, 
but  fuch  whofe  prefence  is  not  neceflary  to- 
wards the  difpatch  of  any  one  capitular  aft,  the 
fenior  refidentiary  fupplying  their  abfence,  in 
every  cafe,  with  full  authority.  Thus,  I  fay, 
the  cafe  generally  is  in  the  old  deanries,  unlefs 
VOL.  XV.  Q^  where 

*  Bromley  in  Kent,  where  the  bifhcps  of  Rocheftcr  have  an 
Epilcopcil  palace. 

f  Of  Weftminfter,  which  has  long  been  connefted  with  the 
biCioprick  of  Rochefter. 
f  Of  Salifbut. 
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where  the  local  ftatutes  may  have  exprefsly  re- 
ferved  fome  peculiar  power  or  privilege  to  the 
deans  of  thofe  churches.  But  none  of  them,  I 
dare  fay,  have  a  negative,  either  by  common  law, 
cuftom,  or  local  ftatute.  Thus  much  to  ihew 
you,  that  a  nice  fearch  into  the  peculiar  rights 
of  the  dean  of  Sarum,  will  be  needlefs,  if  not 
mifchievous  to  you.  The  three  deanries  which 
I  have  had,  are  all  of  the  new  foundation,  by 
Henry  the  Eighth,  or  Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  the  charters  of  all  there  is  a  claufe,  ira- 
powering  the  dean,  to  make,  punifh,  and  un- 
make all  the  officers.  In  the  ftatutes  of  one  of 
them  (Carlifle)  the  dean's  confent,  in  all  gra- 
•vlores  catife,  is  made  exprefsly  neceflary  5  and  in 
the  other  two,  nothing  from  the  foundation  of 
thofe  churches  ever  paffed  the  feal,  without  the 
dtvcCsJigttttitur  firft  written  on  the  leafe,  patent, 
prefentation,  &c.  which  is  a  manifeft  and  uncon- 
tefted  proof  of  his  negative.  As  to  the  power 
of  propofing,  that  I  apprehended  not  to  be  ex- 
clufive  to  the  other  members  of  the  chapter.  It 
is  n  point  chiefly  of  decency  and  convenience  ; 
the  dean  being  the  principal  perfon,  and  fup- 
pofed  beft  to  be  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the 
church,  and  in  what  order  they  are  'fitteft  to  be 
tranfacled.  But  if  any  one  elfe  of  the  body  will 
propofe  any  thing,  and  the  reft  of  the  chapter 
will  debate  it,  I  fee  not  how  the  dean  can  hinder 
them,  unlefs  it  be  by  leaving  the  -chapter  :  And 
jthat  itfelf  will  be  of  no  moment  in  churches, 

where 
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where  his  abfence  doth  not  break  up  and  diflblve 
the  chapter ;  as  it  does,  where  his  confent  to  any 
thing  there  treated  of,  is  expivfsly  required  before 
it  can  pafs  into  an  acl.  Where,  indeed,  he  is 
allowed  fuch  a  negative,  he  is  generally  allowed 
to  make  all  propofals  :  Eecaufe  it  would  be  to 
no  purpofe,  for  any  one  to  make  a  proportion, 
which  he  can  quafh  by  a  diflent ;  but  this  is  not, 
I  fay,  a  matter  of  right,, but  prudence. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  beft  advice  I  can  give 
you,  is,  whatever  your  powers  are  by  ftatute  or 
ufage,  not  to  infill  on  them  too  ftrictly  in  either 
of  the  cafes  mentioned  by  you,  unlefs  you  are 
very  fure  of  the  favour  and -countenance  of  your 
vifitor.  The  lawyers,  you  will  find,  whenever 
fuch  points  come  before  them  for  a  decition,  are 
very  apt  to  difregard  flatutes  and  cuftom  in  fuch 
cafes  ;  and  to  fay,  that  their  books  make  the 
acl  ot  the  majority  of  the  corporation,  the  legal 
acl  of  the  body,  without  confidering  whether 
the  dean  be  among  the  minority  or  no.  And 
therefore  your  uttnofl  dextei-ity  and  addrefs  will 
be  neceffiiry,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  a  trial  of 
your  right  at  Common  Law  ;  which,  it  is  ten  to 
one,  (efpecially  as  things  now  ftand)  will  go 
againfl  you.  If  the  refractory  part  of  your 
chapter  are  flout,  and  men  of  any  fenfe,  or  fup- 
ported  underhand,  (the  lafl  of  thefe  is  highly 
probable)  you  had  better  make  ufe  of  expedients 
to  decline  the  difficulty,  than  bring  it  at  prefent 
to  a  decifidn.  Thefe  are  the  bell  lights,  and 
Q2  this 
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this  the  beft  advice,  I  can  give  you,  after  a  long 
experience  of  the  natural  confequence  of  fuch 
ftruggles,  and  a  careful  fearch  into  the  foundation 
ot  the  powers  and  privileges  claimed  and  difputed 
on  the  one  fide  and  the^other.  I  wiilf  I  could 
fay  any  thing  more  to  your  fatisfadlion,  but  I 
cannot  ;  and  I  think,  in  all  fuch  cafts,  the  bcft 
inftance  I  can  give  you  of  my  friendfhip,  is  not 
to  deceive  you. 

There  is  a  ftatute  in  the  latter  end  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth's  reign,  worthy  of  your  perufal. 
The  title  of  it  relates  to  the  leafes  of  hofpitals,  &c. 
and  the  tenor  of  it  did,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
feem  always  to  imply,  that,  without  the  dean, 
mafler,  &c.  nothing  could  be  legally  done  by  the 
corporation.,  But  the  lawyers  will  not  allow 
this  to  be  good  doctrine  ;  and  fay,  that  ftatute 
(notv'itliftanding  a  conftant  phrafe  of  it)  deter- 
mines nothing  of  this  kind,  and,  at  the  tnoft, 
implies  it  only  as  to  fuch  deanries,  &c.  where 
the  dean,  mafter,  &c.  have  the  right  of  a  nega- 
tive bv  ftatute  or  ufage.  And  fcw  lawyers  there 
are,  who  will  allow  even  thus  much.  I  cannot 
explain  myfelf  farther  on  that  head :  But  when 
you  perufe  the  ftatute,  you  will  fee  what  I  mean  ; 
though,  after  all,  it  does  not,  I  believq,  include 
Ireland.  However,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  declara- 
tion of  the  Common  Law  here  in  ngland. 

I  am  fofry  you  have  any  occafion  to  write  to 
me  on  theie  heads,  and  much  forrier  that  I  am 
not  able  to  give  you  any  tolerable  account  of 

them. 
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them.  God  forgive  thofe,  who  have  furnifhed 
me  with  this  knowledge,  by  involving  me  de- 
fignedly  into  thofe  fquabbles.  I  thauk  God, 
I  have  forgiven  them. 

I  will  enter  into  nothing  but  the  enquiries  of 
your  letter ;  and  therefore  add  not  a  word  more, 
either  in  Englifh  or  Latin,  but  that  I  am,  with 
great  efteem,  good  Mr  Dean,  your  very  affec- 
tionate humble  fervant,  F  1\.  R  O  F  F EN. 


LETTER      CCLIX, 

LADY    BOLINGBR.OKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN,  London,  May  5,   1716', 

YOUR  letter  came  in  very  good  time  to  me.,, 
when  I  was  full  of  vexation  and  trouble, 
which  all  vanifhes,  finding  that  you  were  fo  good 
to  remember  me  under  my  affli-ftions ,  which  have 
been  not  greater  than  'you  can  think,  but  much, . 
greater  than  I  can  exprefs.  I  am  now  in  town  ; 
bufinefs  called  me  hither ;  and  when  that  is 
finiihed,  I  fhall  retire  with  more  comfqrt  than  I 
came.  Do  not  forfoke  an  old  friend,  nor  be- 
lieve reports  which  are  fcandalous  and  falfe. 
You  are  pieafed  to  enquire  after  my  health  :  l' 
can  give  you  no  good  account  of  it  at  prefent ; 
but  that  country,  whither  I  fliall  go  next  week, 
will,  I  hope,  fet  me  up.  As  to  T,y  temper,  if  it 
is  poffible,  I  am  more  inilpid  and  dull  than  ever,. 
Q^3  except 
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except  in  forae  places,  and  there  I  am  a  little 
fury,  efpecially  if  they  dare  mention  my  dear 
Lord  without  refpeft,  which  fometimes  happens, 
for  good  manners  and  relationfhip  are  laid  afide 
in  this  town  ;  it  is  not  hard  for  you  to  guefs 
whom  I  mean.  I  have  not  yet  feen  her  Grace  *, 
but  chlign  it  in  a  day  or  two  :  We  have  kept  a 
correlpondence  ever  fince  our  misfortunes,  and 
her  Grace  is  pleafed  to  call  me  fitter.  There  is 
no  body  in  the  world  has  a  truer  refpecl  and 
value  for  her,  than  myfelf.  I  fend  this  to  my 
friend  John ;  and  beg^you,  when  you  do  me  the 
favour  of  an  anfwer,  to  fend  it  to  him,  who  will 
take  care  to  convey  it  to  me  in  the  country  ; 
for  your  letter  lay  a  long  while,  before  it. came  to 
my  hands.  I  beg  you  to  look  with  a  friendly 
eye  upon  all  my  faults  and  blots  in  this  letter, 
and  that  you  will  believe  me,  what  I  really  am, 
your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant,  F.  B. 


LETTER      CCLX. 

LADY    BOL-INGDROKE  f  TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Augnjt  ^  1716. 

I  WISH  your  laft  had  found  me  in  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  to  my  misfortune,  I  am  ftill  kept 
in   town,  foliciting  my  unfortunate  bufinefs.    I 

have 

*  T'.ie  Duchefs  of  Ormoncl. 

f  Fran?es,  firft  wife  of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbrokc,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Winchcomb,  of  Bucklebury,  iokBeiks. 
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have  found  great  favour  from  his  Majefty.  But 
form  is  a  tedious  thing  to  wait  upon.  Since  'tis 
my  fate,  I  muft  bear  it  with  patience,  and  per- 
fect it,  if  I  can  ;  for  there  is  nothing  like  follow- 
ing bulinefs  one's  felf.  I  am  unwilling  to  ftir 
without  the  feals,  which  I  hope  to  have  foon.  I 
have  been  very  ill ;  this  place  never  agreeing  with 
me,  and  lefs  now  than  ever,  ic  being  prodigious 
hot  weather. 

I  know  not  what  to  fay  as  to  one  part  of  your's  ; 
only  this,  that  you  will  forgive  the  fears  of  a  wo- 
man, if  {he  fays  llie  is  glad  it  is  as  it  is,  though  it 
has  almoft  ruined  her.  I  hope,  oae  time  or  other, 
his  Majefty  will  find  my  Lord  has  been  mifrepre- 
fented  ;  and,  by  that  means,  he  may  be  reftored 
to  his  country  once  more  with  honour  ;  or  elfe, 
however  harfh  it  may  found  out  of  my  mouth,  I 
had  rather  wear  black.  Thefe  are  my  real  fenti- 
ments.  I  never  thought  myfelf,  nor  my  health, 
of  any  confequence  till  lately  ;  and  fince  you  tell 
me  'tis  fo  to  the  unworthy^  as  you  pleafe  to  term 
it,  I  Ihali  take  care  of  it ;  for  the  worthy,  which 
I  once  thought  fo,  they  are  good  for  nothing, 
hut  to  neglect  diftrefied  friends.  Thofe  few- 
friends  I  meet  with  now,  are  worth  a  thoufand 
relations  :  That  I  found  long  ago.  We  have  the 
happincfs  of  odd,  half-witted  relations,  and  filly, 
obftinate,  opiniater  friends,  that  are  a  fevere 
plague  to  me.  I  never  could  have  the  pleafure 

of  talking  one  moment  to  the  D —  of  O *. 

She 

*  Duchefs  of  Ormond. 
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She  had  always  company,  and  fome  that  I  wifh, 
fhe  had  not.  She  is  now  out  of  town,  and  we 
do  not  correfpond  at  prefent.  I  wifh  her  all  han- 
pinefs,  and  in  better  hands  as  to  her  bufinefs. 
You  have  a  much  better  opinion  of  me  than  I  de- 
fer ve  ;  but  I  will  ftudy  all  I  can,  to  merit  that  fa- 
vour, which  you  are  fo  kind  to  allure  me  of. 

I  wifh  it  were  poffible  for  us  two  to  meet,  that 
I  might  aflure  you,  in  perfon,  that  I  am  your's 
mo  ft  faithfully. 

Your's  came  fafe.  I  hope  this  will  to  you. 
There  is  a  Lady  who  never  forgets  you,  and  a 
particular  friend  to  me,  and  has  been  a  great 
comfort  to  me  in  my  trouble  :  I  mean  my  tenant : 
She  is  now  in.  the  country,  to  my  grief. 


LETTER      CCLXI. 

FROM    DR    SWIFT    TO    MR-  POPE. 


3°>  1716. 

IH  A  D  the  favour  of  your's  by  Mr  F.  ;  of 
whom,  before  any  other  queftion  relating 
to  your  health  or  fortune,  or  fuccefs  as  a  poet,  I 
inquired  your  principles,  in  the  common  form, 
"  Is  he  a  Whig,  or  a  Tory  ?"  I  am  forry  to  find 
they  are  not  fo  well  tallied  to  the  prefent  juncture, 
as  I  could  wifli.  I  always  thought  the  terms  of 
fafto  and  jure  had  been  introduced  by  the  poets  ;. 
and  that  pofieffion  of  any  fort  in  kings,  was  held 

aa 
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an  unexceptionable  title  in  the  courts  of  ParnafTus. 
If  you  do  not  grow  a  perfect  good  fubjecl  in  all 
its  pi-efent  latitudes,  I  iliall  conclude  you  are  be- 
come rich,  and  able  to  live,  without  dedications 
to  men  in  power  ;  whereby  one  great  inconveni- 
ence will  follow,  that  you,  and  the  world,  and 
pofterity,  will  be  utterly  ignorant  of  their  virtues. 
For  either  your  brethren  have  miferabty  deceived 
us  thefe  hundred  years  paft,  or  power  confers 
virtue,  as  naturally  as  five  of  your  Popiili  facra- 

ments  do  grace. You  fleep  lefs,  and   drink 

more  ; — but  your  mafter,  Horace,  was  vini  fc mni- 
que  bcnignus  :  And,  as  I  take  it,  both  are  proper 
for  your  trade.  As  to  mine,  there  are  a  thou- 
fand  poetical  texts  to  confirm  the  one  ;  and  as  to 
the  other,  I  know  it  was  anciently  the  cuftom  to 
fleep  in  temples,  for  thofe  who  would  confult  the 
oracles,  "  Who  dictates  to  me  {lumbering,  &c."* 
You  are  an  ill  catholic,  or  a  worfe  geographer; 
for  I  can  afiure  you,  Ireland  is  not  paradife;  and 
I  appeal  even  to  any  Spanifli  Divine,  whether  ad- 
drefies  were  ever  made  to  a  friend  in  hell,  or 
purgatory?  And  who  are  all  thefe  enemies  you 
hint  -at  ?  I  can  only  think  of  Curl,  Gildon, 
'Squire  Burnet,  Blackmore,  and  a  few  others 
\vhofe  fame  I  have  forgot.  Tools,  in  my  opinion, 
are  as  neceilary  for  a  good  writer,  as  pen,  ink, 
and  paper.  And  befkles,  I  vrcjuld  fain  know, 
whether  every  draper  doth  not  fliew  you  three 
or  four  damned  pieces  of  ituiTto  fet  off  his  good 

one  ? 
*  Milton. 
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one  ?  However,  I  will  grant,  that  one  thorough 
bookfelling-rogue  is  better  qualified  to  vex  an  au- 
thor, than  all  his  cotemporary  fcribblers  in  .critic 
or  fhtire,  not  only  by  flolen  copies  of  what  was 
incorrect,  or  unfit  for  the  public,  but  by  down- 
right laying  other  men's  dulnefs  at  your  door.  I 
had  a  long  defign  upon  the  ears  of  that  Curl, 
when  I  was  in  credit;  but  the  rogue  would  never 
allow  me  a  fair  ftroke  at  them,  although  my  pen- 
knife was  ready  drawn  and  (harp.  I  can  hardly 
believe  the  relation  of  his  being  poifoned,  altho' 
the  hiftorian  pretends  to  have  been  an  eye  wit- 
nefs  :  But  I  beg  pardon  ;  fack  might  do  it,  altho' 
rat  {bane'  would  not.  I  never  faw  the  thing  you 
mention,  as  falfely  imputed  to  you  j  but  I  think 
the  frolics  of.  merry  hours,  even  when  we  are 
guilty,  fliould  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  our  beft 
friends,  until  Curl  and  his  refemblers  are  hanged. 
With  fubmiffion  to  the  better  judgment  of  you 
and  your  friends,  I  take  your  project  of  an  em- 
ployment under  the  Turks,  to  be  idle  and  unne- 
ceiTary.  Have  a  little  patience,  and  you  will  find 
more  merit  and  encouragement  at  home  by  the 
fame  methods.  ,You  are  ungrateful  to  your  coun- 
try ;  quit  but  your  own  religion,  and  ridicule 
our's,  and  that  will  allow  you  a  free  choice  for 
any  other,  or  for  none  at  all,  and  pay  you  well 
into  the  bargain.  Therefore,  pray  do  not  run  and 
difgrace  us  among  the  Turks,  by  telling  them  you 
were  forced  to  leave  your  native  home,  becaufe 
we  would  oblige  you  to  be  a  Chriftian ;  whereas, 

we 
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we  will  make  it  appear  to  ail  the  world,  that  we 
only  compelled  you  to  be  a  Whig. 

There  is  a  young  ingenious  Quaker  in  this 
town,  who  writes  verfes  to  his  miftreis,  not  very 
correct,  but  in  a  drain  purely  what  a  poetical 
Quaker  fhould  do,  commending  her  look  and 
habit,  &c.  It  gave  me  a  hint,  that  a  fet  of  Qua- 
ker paftorals  might  fucceed,  if  our  friend  Gay  * 
could  fancy  it,  and  I  think  it  a  fruitful  fubjecl:. 
Pray  hear  what  he  fays.  I  believe  further,  the 
paftoral  ridicule  is  not  exhaufted  ;  and  that  a 
porter,  footman,  or  chairman's  paftoral  -J-,  might 
do  well.  Or,  what  think  you  of  a  Newgate  pafto- 
ral, among  the  whores  and  thieves  there  ? 

Laftly,  to  conclude,  I  love  you  never  the  worfe 
for  feldom  writing  to  you.  I  am  in  an  obfcure 
fcene,  where  you  know  neither  thing  nor  peribn. 
I  can  only  anfvver  your's,  which  I  promife  to  do 
after  a  fort,  whenever  you  think  fit  to  employ 
me.  But  I  can  allure  you,  the  fcene  and  the 
tir.i~s  have  cleprefled  me  wonderfully  ;  for  I  will 
impute  no  defect  to  thofe  two  paltry  years,  which 
have  dipt  by  imce  I  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  you. 
I  am,  with  the  trueft  efteem, 

Your's,  &c. 

LET- 


*  Gay  wrote  a  paftoral  of  this  kind,  which  is  published  in  his 
works.  War]>. 

f  Swil't  liimfclf  wrote  one  of  this  kind,  intitlcd,  Dermot  and 
Sheelah.  See  it  in  vol.  viii.  p.  128. 
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L'   E    T    T    E    R       CCLXII. 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT.- 

SIR,  Sept.   I/},    1716. 

I  HAD  the  ill  fortune  to  mifs  of  that  letter 
you  upbraided  me  with.  I  had  deferved 
any  reproaches  you  could  make  me,  if  it  had 
come  to  my  hands,  and  I  not  made  due  acknow- 
ledgements for  your  enquiries" after  me.  I'll  make 
you  wiflx  you'd  not  been  fo  angry  with  me ;  for 
I  will  fcrall  out  myfelf,  what  you'd  rather  Betty 
or  my  maid  had,  for  they  would  have  made 
fhorter  work  of  it ;  but  I  will  anfwer  every  part 
of  your's,  that  you  obliged  me  with  by  Mr  Ford. 
Firft,  As  to  the  Lady  you  mention,  the  rea- 
fon  I  had  not  feen  her  in  a  great  while,  was  my 
being  in  the  country.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  I 
believe  her  hufband  has  been  a  better  courtier, 
than  either  me,  or  any  of  her  fex,  could  be  ;  be- 
caufe  men  have  it  in  their  power  to  ferve,  and  I 
believe  her's  has  effectually  done  what  lay  in  him. 
-  You  kindly  aik  how  my  affairs  go.  There  is 
yet  no  end  of  them,  and  God  only  "knows  when 
there  will  be.  For  when  every  thing  was  thought 
done,  a  fudden  blaft  had  blown  all  hopes  away, 
and  then  they  gave  me  frefh  expectations.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  am  forced  to  live  upon  the  bor- 
row ;  my  goods  all  taken  away  ;  that  I  fhant 
i  have 
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have  fo  much  as  a  bed  to  lye  upon,  but  .what  I 
muft  buy,  and  no  money  of  my  own  to  do  that 
with  ;  fo  that  you  may  imagine  me  in  a  chearful 
way.  I  pray  God  fupport  me. 

The  Gentleman  you  enquired  after,  is  very 
well  now.  The  illnefs  you  heard  he  had,  he  has 
been  fubjecl:  to  a  good  while.  What  you  defire, 
I  wiih  were  in  the  power  of  either  his  brother  or 
me  ;  but  all  will  go  from  both  of  us,  of  every 
kind.  Only  they  fay,  that  the  cloaths  upon  my 
back,  I  may  perhaps  call  my  own,  and  that's  all. 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country.  I  was  fo  ill 
there,  that,  if  I  had  not  come  to  the  phyficians, 
I  can't  tell  what  might  have  happened.  My 
daughter  is  your  moft  humble  fervant,  and  is 
pretty  well  in  health. 

Am  not  1  one  of  my  word,  and  troubled  you 
twice  as  long  as  you  would  have  wiiht  ?  But 
you'll  find  by  this,  that  a  woman's  pen  fhould  no 
more  be  fet  at  work,  than  her  tongue  ;  for  fhe 
never  knows  when  to  let  either  of  them  reft.  But 
my  paper  puts  me  in  mind,  that  I  have  but  jufl 
room  to  tell  you,  1  wilh  much  to  fee  you  here,  if 
it  could  be  with  your  fatisfaclion  -,  and  that  I  am, 
with  great  fincerity,  Sir,  your  faithful  humble 
fervant, 

M.  ORMOND. 


VOL.  XV.  R  LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXIII. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Oct.  23,   1716. 

IT  is  a  very  great  truth,  that,  among  all  the 
lofles  which  I  have  fuftained,  none  affect- 
cd  me  more  fenfibly,  than  that  of  your  company 
and  correfpondence  j  and  yet,  even  now,  I 
fhould  not  venture  to  write  to  you,  did  not  you 
provoke  me  to  it.  A  commerce  of  letters  between 
two  men,  who  are  out  of  the  world,  and  who 
do  not  care  one  farthing  to  return  into  it  again, 
muft  be  of  little  moment  to  the  (late  ;  and  yet  I 
remember  enough  of  that  world,  to  know,  that 
the  moft  innocent  things  become  criminal  in 
ibme  men,  as  the v  moft  criminal  pafs  applauded 
in  others. 

Your  letter  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  as  your 
converfation,  at  all  times  infpired,  even  when  the 
occafions  of  praftifing  the  fevereft  rules  of  vir- 
tuous fortitude  feemed  moft  remote,  if  fuch  oc- 
cafions could  ever  feem  remote  to  men,  who  are 
under  the  direction  of  your  able  and  honeft  friend 
Sir  Roger  *. 

To  write  about  myfelf,  is  no  agreeable  tafk ; 
but  your  commands  are  fufficient  at  once  to  de- 
termine 

*  Sir  Roger  is  the  name  given  to  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford,  in 
the  Hiftory  of  John  Bull.  As  Bolingbroke  is  known  to  have 
hated  and  defpifed  the  Treafurer,  the  words  able  and  toireft 
muft  be  taken  ironically. 
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termine  and  excufe  me.  Know,  thei'efore,  that 
my  health  is  tar  better  than  it  has  been  a  gre«t 
while  ;  that  the  money,  which  I  brought  over 
with  me,  will  hold  out  fome  time  longer;  and 
that  I  have  fecured  a  fmall  fund,  which  will  yield, 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  a  revenue  fufficient 
for  one,  qui  pent  h  retrencl:er  me  me  aiiec  plaifir  dans 
la  mediocrite>  I  uie  a  French  exprefllonr  becaufe 
I  have  not  one,  that  pleafes  me,  ready  in  Englifh. 
During  feverai  months  after  my  leaving  that  ob- 
fcure  retreat,  into  which  I  had  thrown  myfelf  laft 
year,  I  went  through  all  the  mortifying  circum- 
flances  imaginable.  At  prefent  I  enjoy,  as  far  as 
I  confider  myfelf,  great  complacency  of  mind  ; 
but  this  inward  fatisfaction  is  embittered,  when  I 
confider  the  condition  of  my  friends.  They  are 
got  into  a  dark  hole,  where  they  grope  about 
after  blind  guides,  ftumble  from  miftake  to  mif- 
take,  joftle  againft  one  another,  and  dafh  their 
heads  againft  the  wall ;  and  all  this  to  nopurpofe. 
For  aflure  yourfelf,  that  there  is  no  returning  to 
light ;  no  going  out,  but  by  going  back.  My  ftyle 
is  myftic,  but  it  is  your  trade  to  deal  in  myfteries, 
and  therefore  I  add  neither  comment  nor  excufe. 
You  will  underftand  me  ;  and  I  conjure  you  to 
be  perfuided,  that  if  I  could  have  half  an  hour's 
converfation  with  you,  for  which  I  would  barter 
whole  hours  of  life,  you  would  {tare),  haul  your 
wig,  and  bite  paper,  more  than  ever  you  did  in 
your  life  *.  Adieu,  dear  friend  ;  may  the  kindeft 
R  2  influence 

*  This  is  a.  flrong  picture  of  Swift's  manner. 
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influence  of  heaven  be  fhed  upon  you.  "Whether 
we  may  ever  meet  again,  that  heaven  only  knows ; 
if  we  do,  what  millions  of  things  fhall  we  have  to 
talk  over  !  In  the  mean  while,  believe,  that  no- 
thing fits  fo  near  my  heart,  as  my  country  and  my 
friends ;  and  that,  among  theie,  you  ever  had, 
and  ever  (hall  have,  a  principal  place. 

If  you  write  to  me,  direct  A  Monfteur  Chariot^ 
chez  Monfieur  Cant  ilk  ti)  banquier,  ruede  PArbrefec** 
Once  more  adieu. 


LETTER      CCLXIV. 

CHARLES    FORD,     ESQ..     TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  .     Paris,   Ocl.   28,  [1716.] 

IF  I  was  to  fee  .you  again,  you  would  give  twice 
as  much  as  you  offered  fix  weeks  a^o,  not  to 
have  feen  me.  By  the  fame  rule,  you  might  af- 
ford fomething  not  to  hear  from  me ;  but  the  in- 
clofed  came  this  morning  to  me,  and  I  could  not 
fend  it  away,  without  adding  a  few  lines  in  the 
cover.  They  are  not  to  put  you  again  into  the 
fpleen,  but  only  to  afk,  how  you  do,  and  how  you 
employ  yourfelf  ?  Do  the  great  defigns  go  on  at 
Laracor  f  ?  or  have  the  rains  put  a  ftop  to  your 
improvements,  as  well  as  to  my  journey  ?  It  will 
colt  you  but  a  penny,  and  a  few  minutes  to  an- 

fwer 

*  The  name  of  a  ftreet  in  Paris, 
•)•  The  Dean'*  living. 
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fwer  thefe  queftions ;  and,  in  return,  you  fhall 
know  any  thing  you  deilre  to  know  of  me  in  my 
travels.  I  (hall  go  on  as  foon  as  we  have  five  cr 
fix  days  funfhine  to  dry  the  roads,  and  make  the 
fineft  country  in  the  world  fupportable.  I  am. 
laughed  at  here,  when  I  talk  of  travelling,  and 
yet  of  waiting  for  fair  weather  ;  but  to  me  the 
journey  is  the  greateft  part  of  the  pleafure.  And 
whereas  my  companion  is  continually  wiftiing 
himielf  at  Rome,  I  wiih  Rome  was  a  thoufand 
leagues  farther,  that  I  might  have  more  way  to 
pafs  in  France  and  Italy. 

If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  write  to  me, 
diredt  to  be  left  with  Mr  Cantillon,  banker  ia 
Paris*. 


L    E    T  'T    E    R      CCLXV. 

THE    ARCHBISHOP     TO    DR    SWIFT. 


SIR,     London,  Suffolk-Jircet,  Nov.  ,22,  lyioV 
READ  your's  of  the  131!!  inftant,  with  great 

fatisfacVion.      It   is  not  only  an    advantage 

to  you  and  me,  that  there  fliould  be  a  good  cor- 
refpondence  between  us,  but  alfo  to  the  public  ; 
and  I  aflure  you,  I  had  much  ado  to  perfuade 
people  here,  that  we  keep  any  tolerable  meafures  ' 
with  one  another  ;  much  lefs,  that  there  was 
any  tiling  of  a  good  intelligence  :  And  therefore 
you  judged  right,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  faid, 
R  3  that 
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that  in  fo  many  months  I  had  not  received  any 
letter  from  you.    . 

I  do  a  little  admire,  that  thofe  that  fhould  be 
your  fafteft  friends,  fhould  be  fo  oppofite  to 
acknowledge  the  fervice  you  did,  in  procuring  the 
twentieth-parts  and  firft-fnrits.  I  know  no  rea- 
fon  for  it,  exceptUhe  zeal  I  ihewed,  to  do  you 
jnjlice  in  that  particular  from  the  beginning.  But 
iince  I  only  did  it,  as  obliged  to  bear  teftimony 
to  the  truth,  in  a  matter  which  I  certainly  knew, 
and  would  have  done  the  fame  for  the  worft  ene- 
my I  had  in  the  world  ;  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
you  fhould  fuffor,  becaufe  I,  among  others,  was 
your  witnefs.  But  be  not  concerned  :  Ingrati- 
tude is  warranted  by  modern  and  ancient  cuftom  ; 
and  it  is  more  honour  for  a  man  to  have  it  afk- 
ed,  why  he  had  not  a  fuitable  return  to  his  me- 
rits, than  why  he  :was  overpaid  ?  Benefacere-t  et 
male  audire,  is  the  lot  of  the  beft  men.  If  ca~ 
lumny  or  ingratitude  could  have  put  me  out  of 
my  way,  Goi3  knows  where  I  fhould  have  wan- 
dered by  this  time. 

I  am  glad  the  bufinefs  of  St  Nicholas  *  is  over 
any  way.  My  inclination  was  Mr  Wall,  that  I 
might  have  joined  the  vicarage  of  Caftle-nock  to 
the  prebend  of  Malahidart;  which  would  have 
made  a  good  provifion  for  one  man,  ferved 
the  cures  better,  and  yielded  more  then  to  the 

incumbent, 

*  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Patrick's  are  the  appropriates 
of  tJiat  church,  and  hare  the  right  of  bellowing  the  cure  on 
\vhcm  they  pleafe. 
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incumbent,  than  it  can  do  now,  when  Indiffe- 
rent hands.  But  I  could  not  compafs  it,  without 
ufing  more  power  over  my  clergy,  than  I  am  will- 
ing to  exert.  But  as  I  am  thankful  to  you  for 
your  condefcention  in  that  affair  j  fo  I  will  ex- 
peel:,  that  thole  with  whom  you  have  complied, 
fhould  Ihew  their  fenfe  of  it,  by  a  mutual  return 
of  the  like  compliance,  when  there  {hall  be  occa- 
flon.  Such  reciprocal  kind  offices,  are  the  ground 
of  mutual  confidence  and  friendship,  and  the 
fewel  that  keeps  them  alive :  And  I  think,  no- 
thing can  contribute  more  to  our  common  eafe, 
and  the  public  good,  than  maintaining  thefe  be- 
tween you  and  me,  and  with  the  clergy. 

We  have  a  flrong  report,  that  my  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  will  return  here,  and.  be  pardoned ; 
certainly  it  muft  not  be  for  nothing.  I  hope  he 
can  tell  no  ill  ftory  of  you, 

I  add  only  my  prayers  for  you  I  and  am,  Sir, 
your  moft  humble  fervant,  and  brother, 

W  I  L  L.  D  U  B  L  I  N. 


LETTER      CCLXVI. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN. 

MY  LORD,  Trim>  Dec.   16,   1716. 

I  Should  be  ferry  to  fee  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
following  the  trade  of  an  informer ;  becaule 
he  is  a  perfon  for  whom  I  always  had,  and  fl  ill 

continue, 
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continue,  a  very  great  love  and  efteem.  For  I 
think,  as  the  reft  of  mankind  do,  that  informers 
are  a  deteftable  race  of  people,  although  they 
may  be  fometimes  neceiTary.  Befides,  I  do  not 
fee  whom  his  Lord  (hip  can  inform  againft,  ex- 
cept himfelf.  He  was  three  or  four  days  at  the 
Court  of  France,  while  he  was  fecretary;  and  it  is 
barely  poffible,  he  might  then  have  entered  into 
fome  deep  negotiation  with  the  Pretender:  Altho* 
I  would  not  believe  him,  if  he  fhould  fwear  it; 
becaufe  he  protefted  to  me,  that  he  never  (aw 
him  but  once,  and  that  was  at  a  great  diftance, 
in  public,  at~an  opera.  As  to  any  others  of 
the  miniftry  at  that  time,  I  am  confident  he 
cannot  accuie  them ;  and  that  they  will  appear 
as  innocent  with  relation  to  the  Pretender,  as  any 
who  are  now  at  the  helm.  And  as  to  myfelf, 
if  I  were  of  any  importance,  I  fliould  be  very 
eafy  under  fitch  an  accufation ;  much  eafier,  than 
I  am  to  think  your  Grace  imagineth  me  in  any 
danger,  or  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  fhould  have 
any  ill  ftory  to  tell  of  me.  He  knoweth,  and 
loveth,  and  thinketh  too  well  of  me,  to  be  capa- 
ble of  fuch  an  action.  But  I  am  furprifed  to 
think  your  Grace  could  talk,  or  aft,  or  corre- 
fpond  with  me  for  fome  years  paft,  while  you 
muft  needs  believe  me  a  moft  falfe  and  vile  man  ; 
declaring  to  you,  on  all  occafions,  my  abhorrence  of 
the  Pretender^  and  yet  privately  engaged  with  a 
miniftry  to  bring  him  in ;  and  therefore  warn- 
ing me  to  look  to  myfelf,  and  prepare  my  de- 
fence 
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fence  againft  a  falfe  BROTHER,  coming  over  to 
difcover  fuck  fecrets  as  would  hang  me.  Had  . 
there  been  ever  the  leaft  overture  or  intent  of 
bringing  in  the  Pretender,  during  my  acquaintance 
with  the  miniftry,  I  think  I  muft  have  been  very 
ftupid,  not  to  have  picked  out  fome  difcoveries 
or  fufpicions.  And  although  I  am  not  fure  I 
fhould  have  turned  informer,  yet  I  am  certain 
I  thould  have  dropt  fome  general  cautions,  and 
immediately  have  retired.  When  people  fay, 
things  were  not  ripe  at  the  Queen's  death  ;  they 
fay,  they  know  not  what.  Things  were  rotten  : 
And  had  the  minifters  any  fuch  thoughts,  they 
fhould  have  begun  three  years  before  ;  and  they, 
who  fay  otherwise,  underftood  nothing  of  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time. 

But  whether  I  am  miftnken  or  no  in  other 
men,  I  beg  your  Grace  to  believe,  that  I  am  not 
miftaken  in  myfelf.  I  always  profefTed  to  be 
(i«a:njl  the  Pretender  ;  and  am  fo  JJill.  And  this 
is  not  to  make  my  court,  (which  I  know  is 
vain) ;  for  I  own  myfelf  full  of  doubts,  fears, 
and  diflatisfaclions,  which  I  think  on  as  feldom. 
as  I  can  :  Yet,  if  I  were  of  any  value,  the  public 
may  fafely  rely  on  my  loyally ;  becaufe  I  look  upon 
the  coming  of  the  Pretender  as  a  greater  evil,  than 
any  we  are  like  to  fufrer  under  the  word  Whig 
miniftry  that  can  be  found. 

I  have  not  fpoke  or  thought  fo  much  of  party 
thefe  two  years  ;  nor  could  any  thing  have 
tempted  me  to  it,  but  the  grief  I  have  in  ftand- 

ing. 
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ing  fo  ill  in  your  Grace's  opinion.     I  beg  your 
Grace's  bleffing  ; 

And  am,  &c. 

J.    SWIFT. 


LETTER      CCLXVII. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFTV 

SIR,  London ,   Jan.  12,    1716-17. 

ABOUT  two  months  ago,  I  fent  you  a  very 
long  epiftle,  and  was  in  hopes  you  would 
either  have  made  us  a  vifit,  or  have  let  us  heard 
from  you.  Since  you  have  done  neither,  we 
muft  flatter  our/elves,  .that  you  will  be  better  the 
new  year  than  the  former. 

Our  friend  Prior,  not  having  had  the  viciffi- 
tude  of  human  things  before  his  eyes,  is  likely 
to  end  his  days  in  as  forlorn  a  ft  ate  as  any  other 
poet  has  done  before  him,  if  his  friends  do  not 
take  more  care  of  him  than  he  did  of  himfclf. 
Therefore,  to  prevent  the  evil,  which  we  fee  is 
coming  on  very  faft,  we  have  a  project  of  print- 
ing his  So/omon,  and  other  poetical  works,  by 
fubfcription  ;  one  guinea  to  be  paid  in  hand,  and 
the  other  at  the  delivery  of  the  book.  He, 
Arbuthnott,  Pope,  and  Gay,  are  now  with  me, 
and  remember  you.  It  is  our  joint  requeft, 
that  you  will  endeavour  to  procure  fome  fub- 
fcriptions  :  You  will  give  your  receipts  for  the 

money 
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money  you  receive  ;  and  when  you  return  it 
hither,  you  fhall  have  others  in  lieu.  There 
are  no  papers  printed  here,  nor  any  advertife- 
ments  to  be  publifhed  ;  for  the  whole  matter  is 
to  be  managed  by  friends,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
fhall  be  leall  fhocking  to  the  dignity  of  a  pleni- 
potentiary. 

I  am  told  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin  fhews  a 
letter  of  your's,  reflecting  on  the  high-flying 
clergy.  I  fancy  you  have  writ  to  him  in  an 
ironical  ftile,  and  that  he  would  have  it  other- 
wife  underftood.  This  will  bring  to  your  mind, 
what  I  have  formerly  faid  to  you  on  that  figure. 
Pray  condefcend  to  explain  this  matter  to  me. 
The  removal  of  my  Lord  Townfhend  has  given 
a  little  fpirit ;  but  that  will  foon  flag,  if  the  King, 
at  his  return,  does  not  make  farther  changes. 
What  meafures  his  Majefty  will  take,  is  uncer- 
tain ;  but  this  we  are  very  fure  of,  that  the 
divifion  of  the  Whigs  is  fo  great,  that,  morally 
fpeaking,  nothing  but  another  rebellion  can  ever 
unite  them.  Sunderland,  Stanhope,  and  *.  ?do- 
gon,  are  of  one  fide ;  Townfhend,  Walpole,  Ox- 
ford, Devonlhire,  and  the  Chancellor  *,  of  the" 
other.  The  latter  feem  at  prefent  to  be  ftrong- 
eft  ;  but  when  the  former  appear  with  a  German 
reinforcement,  they  will  undoubtedly  turn  the 
balance.  They  are  both  making  their  court  to 
the  Tories,  who,  I  hope,  will  be  a  body  by 
themfelves,  and  not  ferve  as  recruits  to  either 

of 

*  William  Earl  Cowpcr. 
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of  the  other  two.  Lord  Townfhend's  friends 
give  out,  that  his  difgrace  is  owing  to  refilling 
.four  things  ;  viz.  To  keep  up  the  army  ;  repeal 
the  limitations  of  the  Succeffion  Act;  to  fend 
money  to  Germany  for  carrying  on  a  war  againft 
Sweden-,  and  to  attaint  Lord  Oxford.  When 
Lord  Sunderland  f  comes  over,  he  will  probably 
cry  whore  again,  and  endeavour  to  faddle  Lord 
Townfhend  in  his  turn.  For  thefe  reproaches 
now,  are  like  that  of  Jacobhifm  in  former  reigns. 
We  are  told,  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  per- 
miflion  to  flay  in  France,  notwithstanding  the 
late  treaty,  provided  he  retires  from  Paris.  I 
am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCLXVIII. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQj    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,    s  London,  June  15,  1717. 

LAST  night   I  received  your's  of  the  5th 
"inftant  ;  and  fince  you  tell  me  I  am  your 
only  correfpondent,  I  think  I  ought  to  be  more 
punclual  in  my  returns,    and  the  more  full  in 
what  relates  to  our  friends  here.     You'll  fee  by 
the  public  prints,  that  Monday  next  come  fe'n- 
night,  is  appointed  for  the  trial  of  my  Lord  Ox- 
i  ford, 

f  By  vvhofe  intrigues  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend  had 
been  removed  from  the  poft  of  Secretary  of  State,  which  was 
given  to  James  Stanhope,  afterwards  Earl  Stanhope. 
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ford,  and  that  no  lefs  than  fix-and-twenty  u^u^li- 
ty  members  are  appointed  to  manage  it.  The 
Lords  have  likewife  fettled  the  whole  forms  of- 
the  proceedings.  My  Lord  has  afked,  that  two 
lawyers  more  might  be  added  to  his  council :  Yet 
is  all  this  but  a  farce  ;  for  there  is  not  a  creature 
living,  v/ho  thinks  he  will  ever  be  tried  ;  for  they 
publicly  own,  that- they  neither  have,  nor  ever 
had,  .my  evidence  ;  and  laugh  at  impeachments, 
and  attainders,  ?nd  party-gambols  •,  and  fay,  that 
all  :>eopie  deferve  to  be  fo  puniilied,  who  pre- 
fume  to  difpoiTefs  the  Whigs  of  their  indefeafible 
right  to  the  adminiftr::iion.  But  fince  he  is  not 
to  be  trie  i,  the  next  queftion  is,  In  what  manner 
is  he  to  be  brought  off,  fo  as  to  fave  the  honour 
of  hi*  profecutors  ?  I  think  it  will  be  by  an  act  of 
gi  ace.  Others  fay,  it  will  be  by  the  Commons 
afking  more  t';me,  and  the  Lords  of  their  parvy 
agreeing  to  refufe  it.  But  as  we  are  wholly  igno- 
rant of  taeir  intentions,  it  is  poffible  neither  of 
thcfe  guefles  may  be,  right,  and  that  thiy  may 
keep  him  yet  another  year  in  prifon  ;  which  my 
Lord  Maryborough  feems  pafiionately  to  defire. 

We  labour  here,  under  all  the  difaclvar 
the  world,  in  every  refpecl ;  for  the  tide  of  party 
runs  illli  very  ilrong  every  where,  but  in  no 
place  more  than  in  Weftininfter-Lall.  Thofe 
on  this  llde,  whofe  honour  and  intereft  both  re- 
quire, that  all  people,  who  pay  obedience,  ihould 
be  protedkd,.  feem  to  want  a  capacity  to  govern  j 
and  the  iimiiiiude  of  circumstances  between  the 

*,  and  the  regent,  render  tLe  latter  .1  firm 

VOL.  XV.  S  ally, 

*  King  fliouid  probably  fill  the  blank. 
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ally,  contrary  to  the  natural  intereft  of  France. 
Thus  we  are  fecure  from  any  foreign  enemy. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  Snape's  letter  f  is  really 
but  a  letter,  and  that  it  is  much  too  fhort  and  too 
flight  for  fuch  a  fubjedt.  However,  his  merit 
was  great,  in  being  the  firft  to  give  the  alarm  to 
his  brethren,  and  fetting  himfelf  in  the  front  of 
the  battle  againft  his  adverfaries.  In  tliofe  re- 
fpedts,  his  letter  had  its  full  effect. 

I  deiire  you  will  be  as  quick  as  you  can  in  the 
affiftance  you  intend  Prior  ;  for  thofe  who  fub- 
fcribed  here,  are  impatient  to  have  their  books  ; 
and  we  cannot  keep  it  off  much  longer,  without 
paffing  for  common  cheats.    Dr  Arbuthnott,  and 
Mr  Charleton,  and  I,  remember  you  often.    Lady 
Mafham  always  aiks  for  you  very  affectionately. 
By  the  way  I  am  perfectly  reftored  to  gr,ace  there, 
and  am  invited  to  their  houfe  in  the  country.   As 
foon  as  Lord  Oxford's  affair  is  over,  I  intend  to 
go  amongft  my  friends  in  the  country,  not  to  re- 
turn hither  till  about  Michaelmas.     But  if  you'll 
direct  jto  me  at  my  houfe  in  town,  your  letters 
will  be  conveyed  to  me,  wherever  I  am.      Mr 
Rochfort  $  feems  to  have  a  great  many  good  qua- 
lities, and  I  am  heartily  gladlie  has. met  with  fuc- 
cefs.     Adieu. 

LET- 

f  To  the  Bilhop  of  Bangor,  Dr  Hoadly,  occafioncd  by  his 
Lordfhip's  Sermon  preached  before  the  King,  on  March  31,  i;if, 
concerning  the  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  and  Church  of  Chrifh 

|  The  Dean  was  intimate  with  a  family  of  this  tlame  in  Ire- 
land; and  among  his  works,  is  a  Poem,  called,  The  Country  Life, 
written  while  he  was  fpending  part  of  a  Summer  at  the  houfe  of 
tieo.  E-ochfort,  Efq;  fon  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  that  name. 
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LETTER      CCLXIX. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQj    TO     DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Ju/ie  18,  1717. 

HAVING  acquainted  you,  in  my  letter  of 
laft  poft,  that  it  was  the  universal  opinion 
the  Commons  would  not  proceed  to  the  trial  or 
my  Lord  Oxford,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  tell 
you,  that  we  begin  now  to  be  fomething  doubtful ; 
for-the  managers,  who  are  twenty-feven  in  num- 
ber, ftrenuoufly  give  out,  that  they  mall  be  rea- 
dy to  proceed   on  Monday  next.     Therefore,  if 
you  have  any  thoughts  of  coming  ovei',  let  not 
any  thing  which  I  have  faid  in  my  laft,  have  any 
weight  with  you  to  alter  that  refolution.     I  am 
wholly  taken  up  with  the  men   of  the  law,  and 
therefore  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  at  prefent 
upon  any  public  matters.  I  mall  only  juft  trouble 
you  with  one  word,  relating  to  a  private  anair. 
My  brother  is  chaplain  to  Sir  Charles  Hotham's 
regiment,  which  is  now  ordered  to  Ireland.     If. 
you  could  find  any  young  fellow,  who  would  buy 
that  commiffion,  my  brother  thinks  his  patron, 
my  Lord  Carlifle,  will  eafily  prevail  with  my  Lord 
Duke  of  Bolton,  for  leave  to  difpofe  of  it.     I 
fhould  be  very  glad  you  could  find  him  a  chap- 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXX. 

ERASMUS    LEWIS,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT., 

S  I  R,  London,  July  2,  1717. 

IH  A  V  E  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that 
Lord  Oxford's  impeachment  was  difcharged 
laft  night,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the 
Lords  prefent  ;  and,  as  nearly  as'  I  could  count, 
their  number  was  one  hundred  and  fix,  the  Duke 
of  r.larlborough,  my  Lord  Cadogan,  Lord  Con- 
ningfby,  and  a  few  others  of  the  moft  violent, 
having  withdrawn  themfelves  before  the  Lords 
came  into  Weftmiafter-hall.  The  acclamations 
were  as  great  as  upon  any  occafion  ;  and  our 
friend,  who  fccms  more  formed  for  adveriity 
tlian  profperity,  has  at  prefent  many  more  friends, 
than  ever  he  had  before,  in  any  part  of  his  life. 
I  believe  he  will  not  have  the  fewer,  from  a  mef- 

fage  he  received  this  morning  from  the  K , 

by  my  Lord  Chamberlain,  to  forbid  him  the 
Court.  You  know  the  profecution  was  at  firft 
the  refentment  of  a  party  ;  but  it  became  at  laft  a 
ridiculous  bufinefs,  weakly  carried  on  by  the  im- 
potent rage  of  a  woman  ;  I  mean  of  my  Lady 
MarlbbrottgHj  who  is  alinoft  cliftracted  that  fhc 
could  not  obtain  her  revenge. 

I  am  now  going  out  of  town,  with  an  intention 
to  roll  about  from  place  to  place,  till  about  Mi- 
chaelmas next.  Direct  to  me  hither  as  ufual,  and 

your 
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your  letter  will  -be  conveyed  to  me  wherever  I 
am. 

Dr  Arbuthnott,  Mr  Charleton,  and  Mr  Cur- 
rey,  have  dined  with  me  to-day,  and  you  have 
not  been  forgot.  I  was  in  hopes  we  fhould  have 
feen  you  ere  this.  The  Doctor  fays,  you  wait  for 
the  act  of  grace.  If  fo,  I  hope  to  fee  you  by  next 
Winter.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCLXXI. 

M"R    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,.  1VeJlm'inj1ery  July  30,  17 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  four  letters  from  you,, 
of  the  ninth,  thirteenth,  lixteenth,  and  twen- 
tieth inftant.  They  all  came  fafe  to  me,  however 
varioufly  directed.  I  find  myfelf  equally  comfort- 
ed by  your  philofophy,  and  abided  by -your 
friendship.  You  will  eafily  imagine,  that  I  have 
an  hundred  things  to  fay  to  you,  which  for  as 
many  rcafons  I  omit,  and  only  touch  upon  that, 
bufinefsj  to  which,  in  the  pride  of  your  heart, 
you  give  the  epithei  forry.  I  return  you  the 
names  of  thofe  who  were  kind  enough  to  fub- 
fcribe  *,  that  you  may  fee  if  they  are  rightly  fpelt, 
as  likewife  the  right  titles  put  to  them,  &c.  I  am 
fenfible  this  has  given  you  too  much  trouble,  but 
S  3  it 

*  Subfcriptions  for  Mr  Prior's  Poems  procured  by  the  Dean. 
The  fubfcription  wus  two  guineas. 
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it  is  too  late  now  to  make  an  apology.  Let  Mr 
Lewis,  who  is  now  with  me,  do  it  for  me,  at 
what  time,  and  in  what  manner  he  pleafcs.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  whatever  I  write,  as  what- 
ever is  writ  to  me,  will  be  broke  open  ;  fo  you'll 
expect  nothing  from  me,  but  what  you  may  have 
as  particularly  from  the  Poft-boy.  We  are  all 
pretty  well  in  health.  I  have  my  old  whorefon 
cough,  and  I  think  I  may  call  it  mine  for  life. 
The  Earl  *  \sfemper  idem.  Lord  Harley  is  in  the 
country.  Our  brotherhood  extremely  difperfed  ; 
but  fo  as  that  we  have  been  three  or  four  times 
able  to  get  as  many  of  the  fociety  together,  and 
drink  to  our  abfent  friends.  I  have  been  made 
to  believe,  that  we  may  fee  your  reverend  perfon 
this  Summer  in  England :  If  fb,  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
meet  you  at  any  place ;  but,  when  you  come  to 
London,  do  not  go  to  the  Cocoa-Tree,  (as  you 
font  your  letter)  but  come  immediately  to  Duke- 
Street,  where  you  fhall  find  a  bed,  a  book,  and 
a  candle  :  So  pray  think  of  fojourning  no  where 
clfe.  Pray  give  my  fervice  to  all  friends  in  gent- 
raj.  I  think,  as  you  have  ordered  the  matter, 
you  have  made  the  greater  part  of  Ireland  lift 
themfelves  under  that  number.  I  do  not  know 
how  you  can  recompenfe  them,  but  by  coming 
over  to  help  me  to  correct  the  book,  which  I 
promife  them. 

You  will  pardon  my  having  ufcd  another  hand, 
fince  it  is  fo  much  better  than  my  own  ;  and,  be- 
lieve me  ever,  with  great  eft  truth,  dear  Sir,  your's, 

M.   P  R  I  O  U. 

«  Of  Oxford. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXXIL 

THE    EARL    OF    OXFORD    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Augujl  6,  1717. 

O  years  retreat  has  made  me  tafte  the 
1  converfadon  of  my  deareft  friend,  with  a 
greater  relifh,  than  ever  at  the  time  of  my  being 
charmed  with  it  in  our  frequent  journies  to  Wind- 
for.  Three  of  your  letters  have  come  fafe  to  my 
hands.  The  firft  about  two  years  fince:  That  my 
fon  keeps  as  a  family  monument.  The  other  two 
arrived  fince  the  firft  of  July.  My  heart  is  often 
with  you  ;  but  I  delayed  writing,  in  expectation 
of  giving  a  perfe<5t  anfwer  about  my  going  to 
Brampton :  But  the  truth  is,  the  warmth  of  re- 
joicing in  thofe  parts,  is  fo  far  from  abating,  that 
I  am  perfuaded  by  my  friends,  to  go  into  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  where  you  are  too  juft  not  to  believe 
you  will  be  welcome  before  any  one  in  the  world. 
The  longing  your  friends  have  to  fee  you,  muft 
be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  yourfelf  makes 
of  all  circumftances.  At  prefent,  this  feems  to  be 
a  cooler  climate,  than  your  iflaad  is  like  to  be, 
when  they  aflemble,  £c.  Our  impatience  to  fee 
you,  fhoaU  not  draw  you  into  uneafincfs.  We 
long  to  embrace  you,  if  you  find  it  may  be  of  no 
inconvenience  to  yourfelf. 

OXFORD. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXXIH. 

MF.    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Heathropy  in  Oxfonl/JSire,  Aug.  24.  1717. 

YOUR's,  my  gobd  friend,  of  the  fixth,  finds 
me  in  Oxfordshire  with  the  Duke  'of 
Shrewsbury,  which  would  fooner  have  been  ac- 
knowledged, had  it  ftayed  in  London.,  Before  I 
left  that  pious  city,  I  made  due  enquiries  into  the 
methods  and  regularity  of  your  correfpondence 
with  the  Earl  *.  He  has  received  your  letters ; 
he  will  anfwer  them,  but  not  to-day,^-///  olim.  No- 
thing can  change  him.  I  can  get  no  pofitive  an- 
fwer from  him,  nor  can  any  man  elfe ;  fo  trouble 
yourfelf  no  more  on  that  head  than  he  does.  He 
is  ftill  in  London,  and  poflibly  has  anfwered  you  ; 
while  I  .am  a  little' arraigning  his  neglect,  but  in 
all  cafes  liberavi  animam  meam. 

I  wi£h  you  were  in  England,  that  you  might  a 
little  look  over  the  ftrange  ftuff  that  I  am  to  give 
our  friends  for  their  money.  I  fhall  be  angry, 
if  you  are  near,  and  not  "with  me  -,  but  when  I 
fee  you,  that  weighty  queftion  may  eafily  be  de- 
cided. In  the  mean  time,  I  am  taking  your 
good  counfel,  and  will  be  in  the  country  as  much 
as  I  can. 

You  have  found  two  miftakes  in  the  lift,  but 
have  not  corrected  them.  I  prefume  we  fliall 

have 
*  Of  Oxford. 
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have  it  of  the  bed  edition,  when  you  fend  the 
lift  hack  again  ;  of  which,  I  fay,  no  hafte  is  re- 
quired. 

Give  my  fervice  and  thanks  to  all  friends  ;  re- 
ferve  only  to  yourfclf,  the  afiurance  of  my  being, 
beyond  exprefiion,  my  friend,  your's, 

M,  PRIOR. 


LETTER      CCLXX1V. 

MR    ADDISON    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  .     March  20,  1717-18. 

MULTIPLICITY  of  bufmefs,  and  a  long 
dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  prevented  me 
from  anfwering  the  obliging  letter  you  honoured 
me  with  fome  time  fince  :  But,  God  be  thanked  ! 
I  cannot  make  ufe  of  either  of  thefe  excufes  at 
prefent,  being  entirely  free,  both  of  my  office  *, 
and  my  afthma.  I  dare  not,  however,  venture 
mjfvlf  abroad -yet,  but  have  tent  the  contents  of 
your  laft  to  a  friend  of  mine  f,  (for  he  is  very 
much  fo,  tho'  he  io  my  fucceilbr),  who  I  hope  will 
turn  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  gentleman  whom 
you  mention.  I  know  you  have  fo  much  zeal 
and  pleafure  in  doing  kind  offices  for  thofe  you 

wiflx 

*  Of  Secretary  of  State;  wliic'i  jv>.1  ?vlr  Aidifon  refigned  on 
the  i/}th  of  Match  1717-18,  and  had  a'penfion  granted  him  of 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  pc-unJs  a-year. 

f  James  Craggs,  Efq; 
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wifh  well  to,  that  I  hope  you  reprefent  the  harcl- 
fhip  of  the  cafe  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  that  it 
it  can  poffibly  bear.  However,  as  I  always  ho- 
noured you  for  your  good  nature,  which  is  a 
very  odd  quality  to  celebrate  in  a  man  who  has 
talents  fo  much  more  fhining  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  I  fhoultl  be  glad  if  I  could  any  way 
concur  with  you,  in  putting  a  flop  to  what  you 
fay  is  now  in  agitation. 

I  muft  here  condole  with  you  upon  the  lofs  of 
that  excellent  man,  the  Bifliop  of  Derry  *,  who 
has  fcarce  left  behind  him  his  equal,  in  humanity, 
agreeable  converfation,  and  all  kinds  of  learning. 
We  have  often  talked  of  you  with  great  pleafure  ; 
and,  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  reflect 
upon  myfelf,  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  omit 
no  opportunity  of  expreffing  roy  efteem  for  you 
to  others,  have  been  fo  negligent  in  doing  it  to 
yourfelf.  I 'have  feveral  times  taken  up  my  pen 
to  write  to  you,  bur  have  been  always  interrupt- 
ed by  fome  impertinence  or  other  ;  and,  to  tell 
you  unrefervedly,  I  have  been  unwilling  to  an- 
fwer  fo  agreeable  a  letter,  as  that  I  received  from 
you,  with  one  written  in  form  only  ;  but  I  muft 
Hill  have  continued  filent,,had  I  deferred  writing 
till  I  could  have  made  a  fuitable  return.  Shall  we 
never  again  talk  together  in  laconic  ?  Whenever 
you  fee  England,  your  company  will  be  the  moft 
acceptable  in  the  world  at  Holland-houfe,  where 
you  are  highly  efteemed  by  Lady  Warwick,  and 

the 
*  Dr  Narciffus  Marlh. 
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the  young  Lord,  though  by  none  any  where 
more,  than  by,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful,  and  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  ADDISON. 


LETTER      CCLXXV. 

LORD    HARLEY    TO    DR    SWIFT> 

April  12,    1718. 

HIS  Lordfhip  writes  to  the  Dean,  that  he 
hopes  to  fee  him  at  Wimple  this  year  : 
That  Lord  Oxford  was  well,  and  talked  of  go- 
ing into  Hereford fhire.  He  adds,  your  fifler  is 
obliged  to  go  to  Bath,  prefents  her  humble  fer- 
vice,  and  defires  you  to  accept  of  a  little  etuy. 
I  beg  you  will  not  deny  me  the  favour  to  take 
the  fnuff-box  which  comes  along  with  it,  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  that  which  was  broke  by  acci- 
dent fome  time  ago;  I  am,  with  true  refpedt, 
your  moft  humble  fervant,  and  brother, 

HARLEY. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXXVI. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  May  i,  1718. 

A  PRETTY  kind  of  amufement  I  have  been 
engaged  in  !  Commas,  Semicolons,  Italics, 
and  Capitals,  to  make  nonfenfe  more  pompous, 
and  fur-below  bad  poetry  with  good  printing. 
My  friends  letters,  in  the  mean  time,  have  lain 
unanfwered  ;  and  the  obligations  I  have  to  them, 
on  account  of  the  very  book  itfelf,  are  unac- 
knowledged. This  is  not  all ;  I  muft  beg  you 
once  more  to  transfer  to  us  an  entire  lift  or  my 
fubfcribers,  with  their  diftinct  titles,  that  they 
may,  for  my  honour,  be  printed  at  the  beginning 
of  my  book.  This  will  eallly  be  done,  by  revifing 
the  lilt  which  we  fent  to  you.  I  muft  pray  of 
you,  that  it  may  be  exacl:. 

£ —  O *  has  not  at  all  difappointed  my 

expeditions.  He  is  femper  idem ;  and  has  as 
irwch  bufinefs  to  do  now,  as  when  he  was  go- 
verning England,  or  impeached  for  treafon.  He 
is  ftil  in  town,  but  going  in  a  week  or  ten 
days  into  K:r,fordlhire.  Lord  and  Lady  Harley 
are  at  the  Bath ;  and  as  foon  as  I  fhall  have 
fettled  my  affairs  of  the  printing-prefs,  (fad  bufi- 
nefs !  as  you  very  well  call  it),  I  fliall  go  into  the 
country  to  them. 

i  My 

*  Lord  Oxford. 
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My  health,  I  thank  you,  Is  pretty  good.  My 
courage  better.  I  drink  very  often  to  your 
health,  with  fome  of  our  friends  here ;  am'  am 
always,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  affection, 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.   PRIOR. 


LETTER      CCLXXVII. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT: 

DEAR  SIH,  May  l$t  1718. 

I  HAVE  received  your's  of  the  fixth,  with, 
the  lift  corrected.  I  have  two  Colon  and 
Comma  men.  We  correct,  and  defign  to  publifh, 
as  fa(l  as  the  nature  of  this  great,  or  forry  work, 
as  you  call  ir,  will  bear  ;  but  we  {hall  not  be  out 
before  Chriittnas,  fo  that  our  friends  abroad 
m  iv  compleat  their  collection  till  Michaelmas, 
and  be  returned  foon  enough  to  have  their 
names  printed,  and  their  books  got  ready  for 
them. 

1  am  going  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Bath, 
to  meet  Lord  Harley  there.  1  llial!  be  back  in 
a  month.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  is  ftill  here.  He 
will  go  into  Here  for  Jiliire  fome  time  in  June. 
He  fays  he  will  write  to  you  himfllf.  Am  I 
particular  enough?  Is  this  profe  ?  And  do  I 
diftinguiih  tenfes  ?  I  have  nothing  more  to  tell 
you,  but  that  you  are  the  happieft  man  in  the 
world  ;  and,  if  you  are  once  got  into  la  bagatelle^ 
VOL.  XV.  T  you 
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you  may  defptfe  the  world.  Befides  contriving 
emblems,  fuch  as  Cupids,  torches,  and  hearts 
for  great  letters,  I  am  now  unbinding  two  vo- 
lumes of  printed  heads,  to  have  them  bound 
together  in  better  order  than  they  were  before. 
Don't  you  envy  me  ?  For  the  reft,  matters  con- 
\im\iQficut  ollm.  I  will  not  tell  you  how  much  I 
want  you,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  well  I  love 
you.  Write  to  me,  my  dear  Dean,  and  give 
my  fervice  to  all  our  friends.  Your's  ever, 

M.  PRIOR. 


LETTER      CCLXXVIII. 

PETER    LUDLQ-WV  ESQJ    To    DR    SWIFT. 

Sept.   10,   1718. 

SEND  you  the  inclofed  pamphlet  by  a  pri- 
vate hand,  not  daring  to  venture  it  by  the 
common  poft.;  for  it  is  a  melancholy  circum- 
flance  we  are  now  in,  that  friends  are  afraid  to 
carry  on  even  a  bare  correfpondence,  much  more 
to  write  news,  or  fend  papers  of  con/equence 
(as  I  take  the  inclofed  to  be)  that  way.  But  I 
fuppofe  I  need  make  no  apology,  for  not  fend- 
ing it  by  port  -,  for  you  muft  know,  and  own 
too,  that  my  fears  are  by  no  means  groundlefs. 
For,  your  friend  Mr  Manley  *  has  been  guilty 

of 

*  Poftmafter-General  of  Ireland,  whom  Dr  Swift  had  great- 
ly befriended  in  Queen  Anne's  time. 
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of  opening  letters  that  were  not  directed  to  him, 
nor  his  wife,  nor  really  to  one  of  his  acquain- 
tance. Indeed,  1  own,  it  fo  happened,  that 
they  were  of  no  confequence  ;  but  fecrets  of 
ftate,  fecrets  of  families,  and  other  fecrets  (that 
one  would  by  no  means  let  Mr  Manley  know) 
might  have  been  difcovered;  befides  a  thouiand, 
nay,  for  ought  I  know,  more  than  a  thoufand, 
calamities  might  have  enfued.  I  need  not  (I 
believe)  enumerate  them  to  you  ;  but,  to  be 
plain  with  you,  no  man  nor  woman  would  (with 
their  eyes  open)  be  obliged  to  ihew  all  they  had 
to  Mr  Manley.  Thefe  I  think  fufficient  reafons 
for  fending  it  in  the  manner  I  do  ;  but  fubmit 
them  and  myfelf  to  your  candour  and  cenfure. 

The  paper,  I  believe,  you'll  find  very  artfully 
written,  and  a  great  deal  couched,  under  the 
appearance  (I  own  at  firft)  of  blunders,  and  a 
filly  tale.  For  who,  with  half  an  eye,  may 
not  perceive,  that,  by  the  old  woman's  being 
drowned  at  RatclifEe-highway,  and  not  dead  yet, 
is  meant  the  Church,  which  may  be  funk  or 
drowned,  but  in  all  probability  will  rife  again  ? 
Then  the  man  who  was  robbed  and  overtaken,  is 
eafily  gueflcd  at.  He  could  not  tell  (the  inge- 
nuous author  fays)  whether  ihe  was  dead:  True! 
but  may  be  he  will  tell  foon.  But  then  the 
author  goes  on  (who  muft  be  fuppofed  a* high- 
church  man)  and  enquires  of  a  man  riding  a- 
horfeback  upon  a  mare.  That's  prepoflerous, 
and  muft  allude  to  a  great  man  who  has  been 
T  2 
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guilty  (or  he  is  foully  belied11  of  very  prepofte- 
rous  actions  ;  when  the  author  comes  up  to  him, 
the  man  takes  him  for  a  Robber,  or  a  Tory, 
and  ran  from  him,  but  you  find  he  purfued  him 
furioufly.  Mark  that':  And  the  Horfe. — This 
is  indeed  carrying  a  figure  farther  than  7 
does  :  He  makes  the  Ihicld,  or  its  device,  an 
epithet  fometimes  to  his  warrior, — but  never,  as 
I  remember,  puts  It  in  place  of  the  perfon  :  But 
there  is  a  figure  for  this  in  rhetorick,  which  I 
don't  remember ;  by  which  \ve  often  fay,  He  is 
a  good  fiddle,  or  rather,  as  by  the  Gown  is 
often  meant  particular  Parfons.  Well  then,  you 
find  the  Horfe,  feeing  hinifelf  dead  or  undone, 
ran  away  as  faft  as  he  could,  and  left  the  pre- 
pofterous  fellow  to  go  a-foot.  During  this  their 
misfortune,  the  candid  author  (whom  I  cannot 
mention  without  profound  refpect)  calls  them 
friends,  and  means  to  do  them  no  harm  ;  only 
enquires  after  the  welfare  of  the  church. — Ah  I 
Dear  Sir,  this  is  the  true  character  of  the  Tories. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  compare  the  generofity 
and  good-nature  of  the  one,  with  the  fullen  in- 
gratitude of  the  other:  We  find  the  horfe  gone, 
and  they  footing  it  give  a  furly  anAver  ;  \vh:L 
the  other  (though  a  conqueror)  offers  his  friend- 
fliip,  and  alks  the  queftion  with  a — Pray,  ...-• 
firm  me. 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  friend,  thus  far  with 
the  p.iper,  to  fhew  you  how  excellent  a  piece  I 
take  it  to  be,  and  niuft  beg  the  favour  of  you 

to 
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to  give  your  opinion  of  it,  and  fend  me  your 
animadveriions  upon  the  whole  ;  which  I  am 
confident  you  won't  refufe  me,  when  you  con- 
fider  of  how  great  an  advantage  they  will  be  to 
the  whole  earth,  who,  may  be  to  this  day, 
have  read  over  thefe  'fheets  with  too  fuperficial 
an  underftanding ;  and  efpecially  fince  it  is  the 
requeft  of,  Learned  Sir,  your  mod  dutiful  and 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

SIR  POLITICK  WOULD-BE. 
I  fubmit  it  to  your  better  judgment,  (when, 
you  make  a  more  curious  enquiry  into  the  ar- 
cana of  this  piece),  to  confider,  whether,  by  Sir 
John  Vangs  (who  you  find  lives  by  the  water- 
fide)  muft  not  be  meant  the  Dutch  ;  fince  you 
find  too,  that  he  eats  bag-pudding  freezing  hot. 
This  may  feem  a  paradox;  but  I  have  been  aflur- 
ed  by  a  curious  friend  of  mine,  of  great  veracity, 
who  had  lived  many  Winters  in  Holland,  that 
nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  hot  pudding 
to  freeze  in  that  cold  country.  But,  then,  what 
convinces  me  that  by  Sir  John  the  Dutch  muft 
be  meant,  is,  that  you  find  he  creeps  out  of  a 
flopper  hole,  which  alludes  to  their  mean  ori- 
gin. I  muft  obferve  too,  that  Gammer  Vangs 
had  an  old  woman  to  her  fon.  That's  a  bob  for 
Glorious *.  But  I  am  under  great  con- 
cern, to  find  fo  hard  a  fentence  pafied  upon  poor 
Swift,  becaufe  he's  little.  I  think  him  better 
than  any  of  them,  and  hope  to  fee  him  greater. 
T  3  LET- 

*  The  common  appellation  in  Ireland  for  Kin^  William  II', 


222  DEANSWIFT's 

LETTER       CCLXXIX. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

MY  DEAR  DEAN,        Louden,  Sept.  25,  1718. 

I  HAVE  now  made  an  end  of  what  you,  in 
your  haughty  manner,  call  wretched  work. 
My  book  is  quite  printed  off;  and  if  you  are  as 
much  upon  the  bagatelle  as  you  pretend  to  be, 
you  will  find  more  pleafure  in  it  than  you  ima- 
gine. We  are  going  to  print  the  iubfcribcrs 
names :  If,  therefore,  you  have  any  by  you, 
which  are  not  yet  remitted,  pray  fend  them  over 
by  the  next  poft.  If  you  have  not,  pray  fend 
me  word  of  that  too  ;  that,  in  all  cafes,  I  may 

at  leaft  hear  from  you.     E —  of  O has  been 

in  town  all  this  Summer,  is  now|going  into  Here- 
ford mire,  and  fays  he  mail  fee  you  very  foou 
in  England.  I  would  tell  you  with  what  plea- 
fure this  would  be,  if  I  knew  upon  what  cer- 
tainty the  hopes  of  it  were  founded.  Write  me 
word  of  this  too  ;  for  upon  it  I  would  order 
my  matters  fo,  that  I  may  be  as  much  with  you 
as  I  can  :  And  this  you  will  find  no  little  favour; 
for  I  afTure  you,  we  are  all  fo  changed,  that  there 
is  very  little  choice  of  fuch  company  as  you 
would  like  ;  and,  except  about  eighteen  hundred 
that  have  fubfcribed  to  my  book,  I  do  not  hear 
of  as  many  more  in  this  nation  that  have  com- 
mon couGa  Pcnnyfather,  and  Will. 

Philips, 
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Philips,  drink  your  health.  I  cough,  but  am 
otherwife  well ;  and  till  I  ceafe  to  cough,  i.  e. 
to  HvCj  I  am,  with  entire  friend  fhip  and  affec- 
tion, dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  humble 
fervant,  M.  P  R  LO  R. 


LETTER       CCLXXX. 

MR    ADDISON    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Brijlol,  Off.  i,  1718. 

I  HAVE  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  at 
Briftol,  where  I  have  juft  finiftied  a  courfe 
of  water-drinking,  which  I  hope  has  pretty  well 
recovered  me  from  the  leavings  of  my  laft  "Win- 
ter's ficknefs.  As  for  the  fubject  of  your  letter, 
though  you  know  an  affair  of  that  nature  cannot 
well  nor  fafely  be  trufted  in  writing,  I  defired  a 
friend  of  mine  to  acquaint  Sir  Ralph  Gore,  that 
I  was  ui;dtr  a  pre-engagernent,  and  not  at  my 
own  choice  to  aft  in  it,  and  have  fince  troubled 
my  Lady  Aflie  with  a  letter  to  the  Tame  effect, 
which  I  hope  has  not  milcarried.  However,  up- 
on my  return  to  London,  I  will  farther  enquire 
into  that  matter,  and  fee  if  there  is  any  room 
left  for  me  to  negociate  as  you  propofe. 

I  live  ftill  in  hopes  of  feeing  you  in  England  ; 
and  if  you  would  take  my  hbufe  at  Bilton  in 
your  way,  (which  lyes  upon  the  road,  within  a 
mile  of  P-un,by)  I  would  {train  hard  to  meet  you 
there,  provided  you  would  make  me  happy  in 

your 
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your  company  for  fome  days.  The  greateft  plea- 
fure  I  have  met  with  for  fome  months,  is  in  the 
converfation  of  my  old  friend  Dr  Smallridge, 
who,  lince  the  death  of  the  excellent  man  you 
mention,  is  to  me  the  moft  candid  and  agreeable 
of  all  bifhops  ;  I  would  fay  clergymen,  were  not 
deans  comprehended  under  that  title.  We  have 
often  talked  of  you  ;  and  when  I  allure  you  he 
has  an  exquifite  tafte  of  writing,  I  need  not  tell 
you  how  he  talks  on  fuch  a  fubject.  I  look  up- 
on it  as  my  good  fortune,  that  I  can  exprefs  my 
efteem  of  you,  even  to  thofe  who  are  not  of 
the  biihop's  party,  without  giving  offence.  When 
a  man  has  fo  much  compafs  in  his  character,  he 
affords  his  friends  topics  enough  to  enlarge  upon, 
that  all  fides  admire.  I  am  fure  a  zealous  friend- 
ly behaviour,  diftinguifhes  you  as  much,  as  your 
many  more  fhining  talents  ;  and  as  I  have  re- 
ceived particular  inftances  of  it,  you  muft  have  a 
very  bad  opinion  of  me,  if  you  do  not  think  I 
heartily  love  and  refpect  you  ;  and  that  1  am. 
ever,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  moft 
humble  fervant,  J.  ADD1SON, 


LETTER.  CCLXXXI. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  OB.  14,  1718. 

rHIS  ferves  for  an  envelope  to  the  inclofed  ; 
for  I  cannot  tell  whether  you  care  to  he:iv 

from 
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from  any  of  your  friends  on  this  fide.  In  your 
Lift,  I  think,  you  dcfired  me  to  let  you  alone,  to 
enjoy  your  own  fpleen.  Can  you  purchafe  your 
fifty  pounds  a-year  in  Wales  ?  yet,  Lean  tell  you 
be  fore- hand,  Lewis  fcorns  to  live  with  you  there. 
He  keeps  company  with  the  greateft,  and  is  prin- 
cipal governor  in  many  families.  I  have  been  in 
France  ;  fix  weeks  at  Paris,  and  as  much  at 
Rouen  ;  where,  I  can  afTure  you,  I  hardly  heard 
a  word  of  news,  or  politics,  except  a  little  clut- 
ter about  fending  fome  impertinent  prefidents  cm 
parliament  to  prifon,  that  had  the  impudence  to 
talk  for  the  laws  and  liberties  of  their  country. 
I  was  alked  for  Monfieur  Swift  by  many  people, 
I  can  allure  you  ;  and  particularly,  by  the  Duke 
d'Aumont.  I  was  refpectfully  and  kindly  treated 
by  many  folks,  and  even  by  the  great  Mr  Laws  *. 
Amongft  other  things,  I  had  the  honour  to  carry 
an  Iriili  Lady  f  to  Court,  that  was  admired  be- 
yond all  the  Ladies  in  France  for  her  beauty. 

She 

*  Th«  contriver  of  the  Miflifllppi  frheme. 

f  The  celebrated  Beauty,  Mils  Ntlly  Bennet,  on  whom  thefe 
lines  were  written  : 

For  when  as  Nelly  came  to  France, 

(Invited  by  i 
Acrofs  the  'i\ 

Kill'd  E 

The  King,  as  he  at  d'.iv'.cr  fat, 

Did  beckon  to  hi-,  .. 
And  bid  him  ; 

For  cliarnu       :  her. 

The 
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She  had  great  honours  done  her.  The  huflar 
himfelf  was  ordered  to  bring  her  the  King's  cat 
to  kifs.  Her  name  is  Bennet.  Amongft  other 
folks,  I  faw  your  old  friend  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  afkecl  for  you.  He  looks  juft  as  he  did. 
Your  friends  here  are  in  goo_d  health  ;  not  chan- 
ged in  their  fentiments  towards  you.  I  left  my 
two  girls  in  France  with  their  uncle,  which  was 
my  chief  bufinefs.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  any 
friends  on  your  fide,  befldes  Mr  Ford,  to  whom 
give  my  fervice,  and  to  Dr  Parnell  and  Mr  Jer- 
voife. 

If  it  be  poffible  for  you,  obey  the  contents  of 
the  inclofed  ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  a  kind  invita- 
tion. The  ragon  is  juft  as  he  was,  only  all 
his  old  habits  ten  times  ftronger  upon  him  than 
ever.  Let  me  beg  of  you  not  to  forget  me,  for 
I  can  never  cf.afe  to  love  and  efteem  you,  being 
ever  your  moft  affectionate  and  obliged  humble 
fervant,  JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 

LET- 

The  Ladies  were  with  rage  provok'd, 

To  fee  her  fo  refpefted  : 
The  men  look'd  arch,  as  Nelly  ftrok'd, 

And  pufs  her  tail  ere&ed. 

But  not  a  man  did  look  employ, 

Except  on  pretty  Nelly  ; 
Then  faid  the  Duke  de  Villeroi,     . 

Ah  !  qu'elle  eft  bien  jolie  ! 

The  courtiers  all,  with  one  accord, 

Broke  out  in  Nelly's  praifes  ; 
Admir'd  her  rofe,  and  lis  fans  farde, 

Which  are  your  terms  Fran$o5fes. 
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DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  BROTHER,        London,  Dec.  n,  1718. 

FOR  fo  I  called  you  before,  were  it  not  for  a 
certain  reverence  I  pay  to  Deans,  I  find 
you  vvifli  both  me  and  yourfelf  to  live  to  be  old 
and  rich.  The  fecond  goes  in  courfe  along  with, 
the  firft ;  but  you  cannot  given  feven  (that  is  the 
tythe  of  feventy),  good  reafons  for  either.  Glad 
at  my  heart  fhould  I  be,  if  Dr  Helfliam  or  I  could 
do  you  any  good.  My  fervice  to  Dr  Helfham : 
He  does  not  want  my  advice  in  the  cafe.  I  have 
done  good  lately  to  a  patient  and  a  friend,  in  that 
complaint  of  a  vertigo,  by  cinnabar  of  antimony, 
and  caftor,  made  up  into  bolus's  with  confecl:.  of 
alkermes.  I  had  no  great  opinion  of  the  cinna- 
bar ;  but  trying  it  amongft  other  things,  my 
friend  found  good  of  this  prefcription.  I  had 
tried  the  caftor  alone  before,  not  with  fo  much 
fuccefs.  Small  quantities  of  tinElura  facra,  now 
and  then,  will  do  you  good.  There  are  twenty 
Lords,  I  believe,  would  fend  you  horfes,  if  they 
knew  how.  One  or  two  have  offered  to  me,  who, 
I  believe,  would  be  as  good  as  their  words.  Mr 
Rowe,  the  Poet  Laureat,  is  dead,  and  has  left  a 
damned  jade  of  a  Pegafus.  I'll  anfwer  for  it,  he 
won't  do  as  your  mare  did,  having  more  need  of 

Lucan's 
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Lucan's  prefent,  than  Sir  Richard  Blackmore.  I 
would  fain  have  Pope  get  a  patent  for  life,  for 
the  place,  with  a  power  of  putting  in  Durfey  his 
deputy.  The  Dragon  is  come  to  town,  and  was 
entering  upon  the  detail  of  the  reafqns  of  ftate, 
that  kept  him  from  appearing  at  the  begin- 
ning, &c.  when  I  did  believe,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  was  only  a  law  of  nature,  to  which  the  Dra- 
gon is  moft  fubje£l,  Remanere  in  Jiatu  in  quo  eftt 
nifi  deturketur  ab  extrinfeco.  Lord  Harley,  and 
Lady  Harley,  give  their  fervice.  Lewis  is  in  the 
country  with  Lord  Bathurft,  and  has  wrote  me 
a  moft  dreadful  ftory  of  a  mad  dog,  that  bit  their 
huntfman  ;  fince  which  accident,  I  am  told,  he 
has  fhortened  his  ftirrups  three  bores ;  they  were 
not  long  before.  Lord  Oxford  prefented  him 
with  two  horfes.  He  has  fold  one,  and  fent  the 
other  to  grafs,  avec  beaucoup  de  fugcjfi.  I  do  not 
believe  the  ftoryof  Lord  Bolingbroke's  marriage, 
for  I  have  been  confulted  about  the  lady  ;  and, 
by  fome  defects  in  her  constitution,  I  fhould  not 
think  her  appetite  lay  much  towards  matrimony. 
There  is  fome  talk  about  reverfing  his  attainder  ; 
but  I  wifti  he  m.iy  not  be  difappointed.  I  am  for 
all  precedents  of  that  kind.  They  fay  the  Pre- 
tender is  like  to  have  his  chief  minifler  impeach- 
ed. He  has  his  wife  prifoner.  The  footmen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  choofe  their  fpeaker, 
and  impeach,  &c.  I  think  it  were  proper,"  than 
all  Moivarchs  iLould  ferve  their  apprentice/hips 
as  Pretenders,  that  we  might  difcover  their  de- 
feds. 
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fects.  Did  you  ever  expe£l  to  live  to  fee  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  fighting  againft  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion,  and  the  Duke  of  Berwick  fighting  for 
it  ?  France  in  confederacy  with  England,  to  re- 
duce the  exorbitant  power  of  Spain  ?  I  re'dly 
think  there  is  no  Rich  good  reafon  for  living  till 
feventy,  as  curioiity.  You  fay  you  are  ready  to 
refent  it  as  an  affront,  to  fay,  that  a  lady,  hardly 
known  or  obferved  for  her  beauty  in  Ireland,  is  a 
curiofity  in  France.  All  Deans  naturally  fall  into 
paralogifms.  My  wife  gives  you  her  kind  love 
and  fervice,  and,  which  is  the  firft  thing  that 
occurs  to  all  wives,  wiflies  you  well  married. 


LETTER     ^CCLXXXIII. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

March  17,  1719.    [N.  S.] 

I  HAVE  not,  thefe  feveral  years,  tafted  fo  fen- 
fible  a  pleafure,  as  your  letters  of  the  6th 
of  January,  and  i6th  of  February  gave  me;  and 
I  know  enough  of  the  tendernefs  of  your  heart, 
to  be  allured,  t!-:'t  die  'letter  I  am.  writing,  \vill 
produce  much  the  fame  effect  on  you.  I  feel  my 
own  pleafure,  and  I  feel  your's.  The  trueft  re- 
flection, and  at  the  fame  time  the  bittereft  faure, 
which  can  be  made  on  the  prefent  age,  is  this  : 
That  to  think  as  you  think,  will  make  a  man  pafs 
for  romantic.  Sincerity,  confiancy,  tendernefs, 
VOL.  XV.  U  are 
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are  rarely  to  be  found.  They  are  fo  much  out 
of  ufe,  that  the  man  of  mode  imagines  them  to 
be  out  of  nature.  We  meet  with  few  friends  : 
The  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  pafs  for  fuch,  are, 
properly  fpeaking,  nothing  more  than  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  no  wonder,  fince  Tully's  maxim  is  cer- 
tainly true,  'that  friendfhip  can  fubfift  non  nifi  in- 
ter bo/Jos,  at  the  age  of  life  when  there  is  balm 
in  the  blood,  and  that  confidence  in  the  mind, 
which  the  innocency  of  our  own  heart  infpires, 
and  the  experience  of  other  men  deftroys.  I  was 
apt  to  confound  my  acquaintance  and  my  friends 
together. 

I  never  doubted,  but  that  I  had  a  numerous 
cohort  of  the  latter.  I  expected,  if  ever  I  fell  into 
misfortune,  to  have  as  many,  and  as  remarkable 
inftances  of  friendfhip  to  produce,  as  the  Scythi- 
an, in  one  of  Lucian's  Dialogues,  draws  from  his 
nation.  Into  thefe  misfortunes  I  have  fallen. 
Thus  far  my  propitious  ftars  have  not  difappoint- 
ecl  my  expectations.  The  reft  have  almoft  en- 
tirely failed  me.  The  fire  of  my  adverfity  has 
purged  the  mafs  of  my  acquaintance  ;  and,  the 
feparation  made,  I  difcover,  on  one  fide,  an 
handful  of  friends  ;  but  on  the  other,  a  legion  of 
enemies,  at  leaft  of  Grangers.  Happily  this  fiery 
trial  has  had  an  effect  on  me,  which  makes  me 
fome  amends.  I  have  found  lefs  refource  in. other 
people,  and  more  in  myfelf,  than  I  expected.  I 
make  good,  at  this  hour,  the  motto  which  I  took 
nine  years  ago,  when  I  was  weak  enough  to  lift 

again 
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again  under  the  conduft  of  a  man  *,  of  whom 
nature  meant  to  make  a  fpy,  or,  at  moft,  a  cap- 
tain of  miners  ;  and  whom  fortune,  in  one  of  her 
whiiTjfical  moods,  made  a  general. 

I  enjoy  at  this  hour,  with  very  tolerable  health, 
great  tranquillity  of  mind.  You  will,  I  am  fure, 
hear  this  with  fatisfaftion  ;  and  fure  it  is,  that  I 
tell  it  you  without  the  leaft  aftedtation.  I  live,  my 
friend,  in  a  narrower  circle  than  ever;  but,  I 
think,  in  a  larger.  When  1  look  back  on 'what 
is  paft,  I  obferve  a  multitude  of  errors,  but  no 
crimes.  I  have  been  far  from,following  the  ad- 
vice which  Cselius  gave  to  Cicero  ;  Id  melhts  eft 
fiatuere^  quod  ttttiusfit  :  And,  I  think,  may  fay  to 
myfelf,  what  Dolabella  fays,  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  the  fame  Cicero  :  Sat  isf aft  urn  ejl  jam  a  te,  vel 
officio,  *oel  familiaritati :  Satisfaflutn  et'iam  partibust 
et  el  rcipitbllca^  qnam  tit  probabas.  ReKquum  e/t, 
ubi  nunc  ejf  rcfpublica^  ibijiinus  potius,  quam,  duni 
illam  veteran  fequamitr,  firnus  in  nulla.  What  rny 
memory  has  furnilhed  on  this  head,  (for  I  have 
neither  books  nor  papers  here,  concerning  home 
affairs),  is  writ  with  great  truth,  and  with  as 
much  clearnefs  as  I  could  give  it.  If  ever  we 
meet,  you  will,  perhaps,  not  think  two  or  three 
hours  abfolutely  thrown  away  in  reading  it.  One 
thing  I  will  venture  to  afllire  you  of  before-hand, 
which  is,  that  you  will  think  I  never  deferved 
more  to  be  commended,  than  whilft  I  was  the 
moft  blamed ;  and  that  you  will  pronounce  the 
U  2  higheft 

*  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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highcft  part  of  my  character,  to  be  that  which  has 
been  difguifed  by  the  nature  of  things,  mifrepre- 
fented  by  the.  malice  of  men,  and  which  is  ftill 
behind  a  cloud.  In  what  is  paft,  therefore,  I  find 
no  great  fource,  of  uneafinefs.  As  to  the  prefent, 
my  fortune  is  extremely  reduced  i  but  my  defires 
are  ftill  more  fo.  Nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
this  truth,  That  all  our  wants,  beyond  thofe  which 
a  very  moderate  income  will  fupply,  are  purely 
imaginary  ;  and  that  his  happinefs  is  greater,  and 
better  allured,  who  brings  his  mind  up  to  a  tem- 
per. of  not  feeling  them,  than  his,  who  feels 
them,  '  and  has  where-withal  to  fupply  them. 
Hor.  Epijl.  I.  lib.  I. 


qua  maxima  crcdis 
Effe  mala  exignum  cenjumt  turpemque  refulfamt 
Quanta  devitest  &c. 

Which  I  paraphrafed  thus,  not  long  ago,  in 
my  poft-chaife  : 

Survey  mankind,  obferve  what  rifks  they  run, 
What  fancy'd  ills,  thro'  real  dangers,  fhun  ; 
Thofe  fancy'd  ills,  fo  dreadful  to  the  great, 
A  loft  eleftion  or  impair'd  eftate. 
Obferve  the  merchant,  who,  intent  on  gain, 
Affronts  the  terrors  of  the  Indian  main  j 
Tho'  ftorms  arife,  and  broken  rocks  appear, 
lie  flies  from  poverty,  and  knows  no  other  fear.- 
Va'm  men,  who  might  arrive  with  toil  far  lefs, 
By  fmoother  paths,  at  greater  happinefs. 

For 
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For  'tis  fuperior  blifs,  not  to  defire  ^ 

That  trifling  good,  which  fondly  you  admire,  V 
roflefs  precarious,  and  too  dear  acquire.          3 
What  hackney  gladiator  can  you  find, 
By  whom  the  Olympic  crown  would  be  declin'd  ? 
Who,  rather  than  that  glorious  palm  to  feize, 
With  fafety  combat,  and  prevail  with  eafe, 
Would  chufe  on  fome  inglorious  ftage  to  tread, 
And,  fighting,  droll  from  wake  to  wake  for  bread  ? 

As  to  what  is  to  happen,  I  am  not  anxious  a- 
bout  it :  On  which  fubject,  I  have  twenty  fine 
quotations  at  the  end  of  my  pen  ;  but  I  think 
it  is  better  to  own  frankly  to  you,  that,  upon  a 
principle  (which  I  have  long  eftablifhed)  that 
we  are  a  great  deal  more  mechanical  than  our  va- 
nity will  give  us  leave  to  allow,  I  have  familiari- 
zed the  worft  profpects  to  my  fight  ;  and  that,, 
by  ftaring  want,  Iblitude,  neglect,  and  the  reft 
ot"  that  train  in  the  face,  I  have  difarmcd  them  of 
their  terrors.  I  have  heard  of  fomebody,  who, 
whilft  he  was  in  the  Tower,  vifed  every  morning 
to  lye  down  on  the  block,  and  fo  aft  over  his  laft 
fcene. 

Nothing  difturbs  me,  but  the  uncertainty  of 
my  fituation,  which  the  zeal  of  a  few  friends,  and 
the  inveteracy  of  a  great  many  enemies,  enter- 
tain. The  more  prepared  I  am  to  pafs  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  in  exile,  the  more  fenfibly 
fhall  I  feel  the  pleafure  of  returning  to  you,  if 
his  Maje  fly's  unconditional  favour,  (the  offers  of 
U  3  which. 
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which  prevented  even  my  wifh.es)  proves  at  laft 
effectual.  I  cannot  apply  to  myfelf,  as  you  bid 

me  do  ; Non  tibi  parvum  ingenium^  non  incul- 

tum  eft,  and  what  follows  ;  and  if  ever  we  live  in 
the  fame  country  together,  you  fhall  not  apply  to 

me, Qttod 'Ji frigida  cur  arum  foment  a  rflinqitere 

po/es.  . 

I  have  writ  you,  before  I  was  aware  of  it,  a 
long  letter.  The  pleafure  of  breaking  fo  long  a 
filence,  tranfports  me  ;  and  your  fentiment  is  a 
fufficient  excufe.  It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  find  one  for 
talking  fo  much  about  myfelf;  but  I  (hall  want 
none  with  you  upon  this  fcore.  Adieu. 

This  letter  will  get  fafe  to  London ;  and  from 
thence,  I  hope  the  friend  to  whom  I  recom- 
mend it,  will  find  means  of  conveying  it  to  you. 

For  God's  fake,  no  more  apologies  for  your 

quotations,  unlefs  you  mean,  by  accufing  your- 
felf,  to  correct  me. 

There  never  was  a  better  application  than 
your's,  of  the  ftory  of  Pierfchole.  The  ftorks 
will  never  come,  and  they  mutt  be  porters  all 
their  lives.  They  are  fomething  worfe;  for  I 
had  rather  be  a  porter  than  a  tool :  I  would  foon- 
er  lend  out  my  back  to  hire,  than  my  name. 
They  are  at  this  time  the  inftruments  of  a  fancy 
gardener,  who  has  got  a  gold  crofs  on  his  flo- 
macb,  and  a  red  cap  on  his  head. 

A  poor  gentleman,  who  puts  me  often  in  mind 
of  one  of  Scandal's  pictures  in  Congreve's  play  of 
Love fr,-  Love,  where  a  foldier  is  reprefented  with 

his- 
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his  heart  where  his  head  fhould  be,  and  no  head 
at  all,  is  the  conductor  of  this  doughty  enter- 
prize  ;  which  will  end  in  making  their  caufe  a  lit- 
tle more  defperate  than  it  is.  Again,  adieu. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  fame  conveyance, 
that  brings  you  this.  I  am  in  pain  about  your 
health.  From  the  6th  of  January  to  the  i6th  of 
February,  is  a  long  courfe  of  illnefs. 


L    E    T    T    E    R.      CCLXXXIV. 

TO    LORD    BOLINGBROKE. 

MY  LORD,  May  .1719. 

I  FORGET  whether  I  formerly  mentioned  to 
you,  what  I  have  obferved  in  Cicero  ;  that, 
in  fome  of  his  letters,  while  he  was  in  exile,  there 
is  a  fort  of  melancholy  pleafure,  which  is  wonder- 
fully affecting.  I  believe  the  reafon  muft  be, 
that,  in  thofe  circumfcances  of  life,  there  is  more 
leifure  for  friendiliip  to  operate,  without  any 
mixture  of  envy,  intcreft,  or  ambition.  But  I 
am  afraid,  this  was  chiefly  when  Cicero  writ  to 
his  brethren  in  exile,  or  they  to  him  ;  becaufe 
common  diftrefs  is  a  great  promoter,  bosh  of 
friendship  and  fpeculation.  For,  I  doubt,  pro- 
fperity  and  adveriity  are  too  much  at  variance, 
ever  to  fuffer  a  near  alliance  between  their  owners. 
Friend  (hip,  we  fay,  is  created  by  a  refcmblance 
of  humours.  You  allow  that  advcrfity  both. 
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taught  you  to  think  and  reafon  much  otherwife 
than  you  did  ;  whereas,  I  can  allure  you,  that 
thofe  who  contrived  to  ftay  at  home,  and -keep 
what  they  had,  are  not  changed  at  all ;  and,  if 
they  fometimes  drink  an  abfent  friend's  health, 
they  have  fully  difcharged  their  duty.  I  have 
been,  for  fome  time,  nurfing  up  an  obfervation, 
which  perhaps  may  be  a  juft  one  :  That  no  men 
are  ufed  fo  ill, 'upon  a  change  of  times,  as  thofe 
who  acted  upon  a  public  view,  without  regard 
to  themfelves.  I  do  not  mean  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  faving  more  or  lefs  money,  but  becaufe 
I  take  it,  that  the  fame  grain  of  caution,  which 
difpofeth  a  man  to  fill  his  coffers,  will  teach  him 
how  to  preferve  them  upon  all  events.  And  I 
dare  hold  a  wager,  that  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  in  all  his  campaigns,  was  never  known 
to  lofe  his  baggage.  I- am  heartily  glad  to  hear 
of  that  unconditional  offer  you  mention  ;  be- 
caufe I  have  been  taught  to  believe,  there  is  little 
good-nature  to  be  had  from  that  quarter  :  And 
if  the  offer  were  fincere,  I  know  not  why  it  has 
not  fucceeded,  fince  every  thing  is  granted  that 
can  be  afked  for,  unlefs  there  can  be  an  exception 
only  for  generous  and  good-natured  actions. 
When  I  think  of  you  with  relation  to  Sir  Pvoger, 
I  imagint  a  youth  of  flxteen  marrying  a  woman 
of  thirty  for  love  :  She  decays  every  year,  while 
he  grows  up  to  his  prime  ;  and  when  it  is  too 
late,  he  wonders  how  he  could  think  of  fo  un- 
equal a  match,  or  what  Is  become  of  the  beauty, 

he 
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he  was  fo  fond  of. I  am  told  he  outdoes 

himfclf  in  every  quality  for  which  we  us'd  to 
quarrel  with  him.  I  do  not  think,  that  leifure 
of  life,  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  fortune 
and  your  own  wifdom  hath  given  you,  could  be 
better  employed,  than  in  drawing  up  very  exacl: 
memoirs  of  thofe  affairs,  wherein,  to  my  know- 
ledge, you  had  the  moft  difficult  and  weighty 
part  :  And  I  have  often  thought,  in  comparing 
periods  of  time,  there  never  was  a  more  impor- 
tant one  in  England,  than  that  which  made  up 
the  four  laft  years  of  the  late  Queen.  Neither 
do  I  think  any  thing  could  be  more'entertainiug 
or  ufeful,  than  the  ftory  of  it  fully  and  exactly 
told,  with  fuch  oJ3fervations,  in  fuch  a  fpirit, 
fryle,  and  method,  as  you  alone  are  capable  of 
performing  it.  One  reafon  why  we  have  fo  few 
memoirs  written  by  principal  asSlors,  is  becaufe 
much  familiarity  with  great  affairs  makes  men 
value  them  too  little  ;  yet  fuch  perfons  will  read 
Tacitus  and  Comines  with  wonderful  delight. 
Therefore  I  mult  beg  two  things  ;  firft,  that  you 
will  not  omit  any  palTage,  becaufe  you  think  it 
of  little  moment :  and,  iecondly,  that  you  will 
write  to  an  ignorant  world,  and  not  luppofe 
your  reader  to  be  only  of  the  prefent  age,  or 
to  live  within  ten  miles  of  London.  There  is 
nothing  more  vexes  me  in  old  Hiftorians,  than 
when  they  leave  me  in  the  dark,  in  fome  pafiages 
which  they  fuppofe  every  one  to  know.  It  is 
this  lazinefs,  pride,  or  incapacity  of  great  men, 

that 
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that  hath  given  way  to  the  impertinents  of  the 
nation,  where  you  are  to  peiter  us  with  memoirs 
full  of  trifling  and  romance/.  Let  a  Frenchman 
talk  twice  with  a  minifter  of  ftate,  he  defires  no 
more  to  furnifh  out  a  volume ;  and  I,  who  am 
no  Frenchman,  defpairing  ever  to  fee  any  thing 
of  what  you  tell  me,  have  been  fome  time  pro- 
viding materials  for  fuch  a  work,  only  upon  the 
ftrength  of  having  been  always  amongft  you, 
and  ufed  with  more  kiridnefs  and  confidence, 
than  it  often  happens  to  men  of  my  trade  and 
level.  But  I  am  heartily  glad  of  fo  good  a  rea- 
fon  to  think  no  further  that  way,  although  I 
could  fay  many  things  which  you  will  never  al- 
low yourfelf  to  write.  I  have  already  drawn 
your  character  at  length  in  one  tra6t,  and  a 
Iketch  of  it  in  another.  But  I  am  fenfible,  that 
when  Csefar  defcribes  one  of  his  own  battles,  we 
conceive  a  greater  idea  of  him  from  thence,  than 
from  all  the  praifes  any  other  writer  can  give 
him. 

I  read  your  paraphrafe  with  great  pleafure, 
and  the  goodnefs  of  the  poetry  convinces  me  of 
the  truth  of  your  philofophy.  I  agree,  that  a 
great  part  of  our  wants  is  imaginary ;  yet  there 
is  a  different  proportion,  even  in  real  want,  be- 
tween one  man  and  another.  A  King,  deprived 
of  his  kingdom,  would  be  allowed  to  live  in  real 
want,  although  he  had  ten  thoufand  a-year; 
and  the  cafe  is  parallel  in  every  degree  of  life. 
When  I  reafon  thus  on  the  cafe  of  fome  abfent 

friends, 
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friends,  it  frequently  takes  away  all  the  quiet  of 
my  mind.  I  think  it  indecent  to  be  merry,  or 
take  fatisfaftion  in  any  thing,  while  thofe  who 
preilded  in  councils  or  armies,  and  by  whom 
I  had  the  honour  to  b'e  beloved,  are  either  in 
humble  folitude,  or  attending,  like  Hannibal, 
in  foreign  courts,  donee  Bithyno  libeat  njigilare 
tyranno.  My  health  (a  tiling  of  no  moment  is 
fomewhat  mended  ;  but,  at  beft,  I  have  an  ill 
head,  and  an  aching  heart.  Pray  God  fend  you 
foon  back  to  your  country  in  peace  and  honour, 
that  I  may  once  more  fee  him,  cum  quo  tnorantem 
fepe  dicmfregiy  &c. 


LETTER      CCLXXXV. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,        Weftminfter,  May  5,  [1719.] 

SINCE  I  love  you  with  all  the  ties  of  incli- 
nation and  friendship,  and  wiih  you  all  the 
happinefs  of  life,  health  efpecially,  the  chiefeft, 
you  will  pardon  me  being  a  little  peevifh,  when 
I  received  your's  of  the  28th  paft,  which  told  me 
I  muft  not  expccl  to  fee  you  here,  and  that  you 
were  rK:t  perfectly  we'll  at  Dublin.  I  hope  there 
is  a  little  fpieen  mixed  with  your  diftemper  ;  in 
which  cafe  your  horfc  may  be  your  phylkian, 
and  your  phyfician  may  have  the  happiuefs  of 
being  your  companion  ;  an  honour,  which  many 

here 
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here  would  envy  him.  As  to  the  fang  frcid  o£ 
fifty,  who  has  it  not,  thnt  is  worth  converf- 
ing  with,  except  Harley  and  .Bathurft;  at  leaft, 
make  no  more  that  fort  of  complaint  to  me. 
Ifthac  commemorati  eft  qnaji  exprobatio  ;  for  fifty 
(as  Mr  Locke  obferves)  is  equal  to  fifty  ;  and 
a  cough  is  worfe  than  the  fpletn.  My  bookfel- 
ler  is  a  blockhead  ;  fo  have  they  all  been,  or 
worfe,  from  Chaucer's  fcrivener  down  to  John 
and  Jacob,  Mr  Hyde  only  excepted,  to  whom 
my  books  in  quires  are  configned,  and  the  great- 
eft  care  taken,  that  they  are  rightly  put  up. 
Several  of  the  fubfcribers  to  you,  requiring  their 
books  here,  have  had  them.  I  need  not  repeat 
my  thanks  to  you,  for  the  trouble  this  matter 
has  given  you  ;  or  intreat  your  favour  for  Alma 
and  Solomon.  I  ftiall  perform  your  commands 
to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  feniper  idem  ;  and  drink 
your  health  with  our  friends ;  which  is  all  I  can 
do  for  you  at  this  diftance,  till  your  particular 
order  enjoins  me  any  thing,  by  which  I  may 
fhew  you,  that  I  am,  and  defire  always  to  con- 
tinue, with  the  greateft  truth  and  regard,  Sir> 
your  moft  obedient  and  mofl  humble  fervant, 

M.  P  Ft  I  O  R.  , 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCLXXXVI. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Wejlminfter,  Dec.  8,    1719. 

HAVING  fpent  part  of  my  Summer  very 
agreeably  in  Cambridge-fhire,  with  dear 
Lord  Harley,  I  am  returned  without  him  to  my 
own  palace  in  Duke-ftreet^  whence  I  endeavour 
to  exclude  all  the  tumult  and  noife  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Court  of  Requefts,  and  to  live,  out  nibil 
agenda,  out  al'iud  agenda^  till  he  comes  to  town. 
But  there  is  worfc  than  this  yet.  I  have  treated 
Lady  Harriot  *  at  Cambridge.  Good  God  !  a 
Fellow  of  a  College  treat ! — and  f'poke  verfes  to 
her  f  in  a  gown  and  cap  !  What  !  the  plenipo- 
tentiary fo  far  concerned  in  the  damn'd  peace  at 
Utrecht  !  the  man,  that  makes  up  half  the  vo- 
lume of  terfe  prole,  that  makes  up  the  report  of 
the  committee,  fpeaking  verfes  !  Sic  £/?,  homo 
fum ;  and  am  not  afliamed  to  fend  thofe  very 
verfes  to  one  who  can  make  much  better.  And 
now  let  me  afk  you,  How  you  do  ?  and  what 
you  do  ?  How  your  Iriih  country  air  agrees  with 
VOL.  XV.  X  you, 

*  Lady  Harriot  Harley,  only  chu3htcr  of  Edward  Lord  Har- 
ley, and  now  Diichefs  Dowajrer  of  Portland. 

f  TKy  are  printed  in  what  is  called  by  the  editor  Samuel 
Humphreys,  Efq  ;  the  third  volume  of  Prior's  Works  ;  and  are 
intitled,  Verfes  fpoken  to  Lady  Henrietta  Cavcndifh  Holies  Har- 
ley, in  the  Library  of  St  John's  CclleSe,  Cambridge,  Nov.  9, 
1719. 
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you,  and  when  you  intend  to  take  any  Englifli 
country  air  ?  In  the  Spring,  I  will  meet  you  where 
you  will,  and  go  with  you  where  you  will ;  but 
I  believe  the  beft  rendezvous  will  be  Duke-ftreet, 
and  the  faireft  field  for  aftion  Wimple  *  ;  the 
Lords  of  both  thofe  feats  agreeing,  that  no  man 
will  be  more  welcome  to  either  than  yourfelf. 

It  is  many  months  fince  the  complaints  of  my 
fubfqribers  are  redrefTed,  and  that  they  have 
ceafed  to  call  the  bookfelter  a  blockhead,  by  tranf- 
f erring  that  title  to  the  author.  We  have  not 
heard  from  Mr  Hyde ;  but  expec~V,  that  at  his 
leifure,  he  will  fignify  to  Tonfon,  what  may  re- 
late to  that  whole  matter,  as  to  the  fecond  fub- 
icriptions.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  books 
have  been  delivered  without  any  miftake ;  and 
fliall  only  repeat  to  you,  that  I  am  fenflble  of  the 
trouble  my  poetry  has  given  you,  and  return 
you  my  thanks  in  plain  profe.  Earl  of  Oxford, 
pro  more  fuot  went  late  into  the  country,  and 
continues  there  ftill.  Our  friends  are  all  well ; 
and  fo  am  I,  tiifi  cum  pitttita  molejia  ejl ;  which  is 
at  this  prefent  writing,  and  will  continue  fo  all 
the  Winter.  So,  with  weak  lungs,  and  a  very 
good  heart,  I  remain  always,  Sir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant,  M.  PRIOR. 

P.  S.  Service  to  Matthew  Pennyfeather, 
and  all  friends.     Adieu. 


The  feat  of  Lord  Harley. 
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LETTER      CCLXXXVII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

S  I  R,  Dec.  14,   1719,   Nine  at  Nig  At. 

IT  is  impoffible  to  know  by  your  letter,  whether 
the  wine  is  to  be  bottled  to-morrow,  or  no. 

If  it  be,  or  be  not,  why  did  not  you  in  plain, 
Engliih  tell  Tas  fo  ? 

For  my  part,  it  was  by  mere  chance  I  came  to 
fit  with  the  Ladies-  f  this  night. 

And  if  they  had  not  told  me  there  was  a  letter 
from  you,  and  your  man  Alexander  had  not 
gone,  and  come  back  from  the  dcanry,  and  the 
boy  nere  had  not  been  fent  to  let  Alexander  know 
I  was  here,  I  fhould  have  miffed  the  letter  out- 
right. 

Truely  I  don't  know  who's  bound  to  be  fending 
for  corks  to  Oop  your  bottles,  with  a  vengeance. 

Make  a  page  of  your  own  age,  and  fend  your 
man  Alexander  to  buy  corks,  for  Saunders  al- 
ready has  gone  above  ten  jaunts. 

Mrs  r-ingiey  and  Mrs  Johnfon  fay,   truly  they 

don't  care  for  your  wife's  company,  though  they 

X  2  like 

f  Mrs  Dingley  and  Mrs  Johnfon,  who  lived  at  a  little  dif- 
ftance  from  the  deanry. 

Swift  was  refidcnt  at  the  deanry  when  this  letter  was  written, 
of  which  every  paragraph  ends  with  a  rhyme.  And, 

Sheridan  was  at  his  country-houfe,  called  Quilca,  in  the 
county  of  Cavan,  about  forty  miles  from  Dublin.  Haiukcf. 
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like  your  wine  ;  but  they  had  rather  have  it  at 
theii-  own  houfe,  to  drink  in  quiet. 

However,  they  own  it  is  very  civil  in  Mr  She- 
ridan to  make  the  offer  j  and  they  cannot  deny 
it. 

I  wifli  Alexander  fafe  at  St  Catharine's  to- 
night, with  all  my  heart  and  foul,  upon  my 
word  and  honour. 

But  I  think  it  bafe  in  you,  to  fend  a  poor  fellow- 
out  fo  late,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when  one 
would  not  turn  out  a  dog  that  one  valued  ;  I  ap- 
peal to  your  friend  Mr  Conna. 

I  would  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my  Lady 
Mountcamel  ;  but  truly  I  thought  fhe  would- 
have  made  advances  to  have  been  acquainted" 
with  me,  as  (he  pretended. 

But  now  I  can  write  no  more,  for  you  fee 
plainly  my  paper  is  ended. 

P.  S.     I  wifh  when  you  prated, 
Your  letter  you  dated, 
Much  plague  it  created, 
I  fcoided  and  rated,  " 
My  foul  it  much  grated, 
For  your  man  I  long  waked, 
I  think  you  are  fated, 
Like  a  bear  to  be  baited  ; 
Your  man  is  bleated, 
The  cafe  I  have  dated, 
And  me  you  have  cheated. 
My  ftables  unfleated, 

Come 
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Come  back  t'  us  well  Freighted  ; 
I  remember  my  late  head, 
And  wifh  you  tranflated, 

For  teazing  me. 

2.  P.  'S.  Mrs  Dingley, 

Defires  me  fingly 
Her  fervice  to  prefent  you, 
Hopes  that  will  content  you  ; 
But  Johnfon  Madam 
'   Is  grown  a  fad  dame 
For  want  of  your  converft", 
And  cannot  fend  one  verfe. 

3.  P.  S.  You  keep  fuch  a  twattling       (Vida, 

With  you  and  your  bottling,   (Rule  34. 

But  I  fee  the  fume  total, 

\Ve  fhall  ne'er  have  one  bottle  ; 

The  long  and  the  fhort, 

We  (hall  not  have  a  quart. 

I  wifli  you  would  fign't, 

That  we  may  have  a  pint. 

For  all  your  colloguing, 

I'd  be  glad  of  a  knogging  : 

But  I  doubt  'tis  a  fham, 

You  won't  give  us  a  dram. 

'Tis  of  fhine,  a  mouth  moonful,. 

You  won't  part  with  a  fpoonful. 

And  I  muft  be  nimble, 

If  I  can  fill  my  thimble. 

You  fee  I  wdn't  flop, 

Till  I  come  to  a  drop  j 

X  3  But 
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But  I  doubt  the  oraculum 
Is  a  poor  fupernaculum  ; 
Though  perhaps  you  may  tell  it 
For  a  grace  if  you  fmell  it. 

STELLA. 


LETTER      CCLXXXVIII. 

TO    LORD    BOLINGBROKE. 

MY  LORD,  Dec.  19,  1719. 

IFIPtST  congratulate  with  you  upon  growing 
•rich  -,  for  I  hope  our  friends  information  is 
true.  Omne  folurn  dit'i  pntria.  ,Euripides  makes 
the  Queen  Jocafta,  a(k  her  exiled  fon,  how  he  got 
his  vi<5hia!s  ?  But,  who  ever  expected  to  fee  you  a 
trader,  or  dealer  in  ftocks  ?  I  thought  to  have 
feen  you  where  you  are,  or  perhaps  nearer :  But, 
Dits  elite r  vfam.  It  may  be  with  'one's  country  as 
with  a  Lady  ;  If  ihe  be  cruel  and  ill-natured,  and 
will  not  receive  us,  we  ought  to  con  fid  er  that  we 
are  better  without  her.  But,  in  this  cafe,  we 
may  add,  (he  has  neither  virtue,  honour,  nor 
juftice.  I  hive  gotten  a  mezzotinto  (for  want 
of  a  better)  of  Ariftinpus,  in  my  drawing-room. 
The  motto  at  the  top  is,  Omnis  Ariftippumt  &c. 
and  at  the  bottom,  Tantu  fee  Jus  cam  gcnte  ferirey 
ia-iftii.  But  fince  what  I  heard  of 
Miffifippi,  I  am  grown  fonder  of  the  former 

motto. 
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motto.  You  have  heard  that  Plato  followed  mer- 
chandife  three  years,  to  (hew  he  knew  how  to 
grow  rich,  as  well  as  to  be  a  philofopher  :  And,  I 
guefs,  Plato  was  then  about  forty,  the  period 
which  the  Italians  prefcribe  for  being  wife,  in  or- 
der to  be  rich  at  fifty.  Senes  ut  in  otia  tua  recedant. 
I  have  known  fomething  of  courts  and  minifters 
longer  than  you,  who  knew  them  fo  many  thou- 
fand  times  better ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
ever  heard  of,  or  feen  one  great  genius,  who  had 
long  fuccefs  in  the  miniftry  :  And,  recolleftlng  a 
great  many,  in  my  memory  and  acquaintance, 
thofe  who  had  the  fmootheft  time,  were,  at  beft, 
men  of  middling  degree  in  unclerftanding.  But 
if  I  were  to  frame  a  romance  of  a  great  minifter's 
life,  he  fhould  begin  it  as  Ariftippus  has  done  ; 
then  be  fent  into  exile,  and  employ  his  leifure  in 
writing  the  memoirs  of  his  own  adminiftration  ; 
then  be  recalled,  invited  to  refume  his  {hare  of 
power,  aft  as  far  as  was  decent ;  at  la  ft,  retire  to 
the  country,  and  be  a  pattern  of  hofpitality,  po- 
litenefs,  wifdom,  and  virtue.  Hive  you  not  ob- 
ferved,  thnt  there  is  a  Icnvcr  kind  of  uifcretion 
arid  regularity,  which  feldom  fails  of  raifing  men 
to  the  higheft  ftations  in  the  Court,  the  Church, 
and  the  Law  ?  It  muft  be  fo :  For  Providence, 
which  dellgned  the  world  ihould  be  governed  by 
many  heads,  made  it  a  bufinefs  within  the  reach 
of  common  underftandings  ;  while  one  great  ge- 
nius is  hardly  found  among  ten  millions.  Did 
you  never  obferve  one  of  your  clerks  cutting  his 

paper 
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paper  with  a  blunt  ivory  knife  ?  Did  you  ever 
know  the  knife  u>  fail  going  the  true  way  ?. 
Whereas,  if  he  had  ufed  a.  razor,  or  a  pen-knife, 
he  had  odds  againft  him  of  f polling  a  whole 
fheet.  I  have  twenty  times  compared  the  motion 
of  that  ivory  implement,  to  thofe  talents  that 
thrive  beft  at  Court.  Think  upon  Lord  Bacon, 
Williams,  Strafford,  Laud,  Clarendon,  Shaftef- 
bury,  the  laft  Duke  of  Buckingham  *  y  and,  of 
my  own  acquaintance,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and 
yourfelf :  All  great  geniufes  in  their  feveral  ways  ; 
and,  if  they  had  not  been,  fo  great,  would  have 
been  lefs  unfortunate.  I  remember  but  one  ex- 
ception, and  that  was  Lord  Sommers,  whofe 
timorous  nature,  joined  with  the  trade  of  a  com- 
mon lawyer,  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  a  mean 
extraction,  had  taught  him  the  regularity  of  an 
alderman,  or  a  gentleman -u  (her.  But,  of  late, 
years,  I  have  even  refined  upon  .this  thought :. 
For  I  plainly  fee,  that  fellows  of  low  intellectuals,, 
when  they  are  gotten  at  the  head  of  affairs,  can 
fally  into  the  higheft  exorbitances,  with  much 
more  fafety,  than  a  man  of  great  talents  can- 
make  the  leaft  ftep  out  of  the  way.  Perhaps  it  is 
for  the  fame  reafon,  that  men  are  more  afraid 
of  attacking  a  vicious  than  a  mettlefome  horfe  :. 
But  I  rather  think  it  owing  to  that  inceflant  en- 
vy, wherewith  the  common  rate  of  mankind  pur- 
fues  all  fuperior  natures  to  their  own.  And  I 
conceive,  if  it  were  left  to  tne  choice  of  an  als, 

he 

*  Viller$  Duke. of  Buckingham. 
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he  would  rather  be  kicked  by  one  of  his  own 
fpecies  than  a  better.  If  you  will  recollect,  that 
I  am  toward  fix  years  older  than  when  I  faw  you 
lail,  and  twenty  years  duller,  you  will  not  won- 
der to  find  me  abound  in  empty  fpeculations : 
I  can  now  exprefs,  in  an  hundred  words,  what 
wouid  formerly  have  cdft  me  ten.  I  can  write 
epigrams  of  fifty  diftichs,  which  might  be  fqueez- 
ed  into  one.  I  have  gone  the  round  of  all  my 
florics  three  or  four  times  with  the  younger  peo- 
ple, and  begin  them  again.  I  give  Hints  how  s 

jant  a  perfon  I  have  been,  and  nobody  be- 
lieves me  :_  I  pretend  to  pity  them.,  but  am  in- 
wardly angry.  I  by  traps-for  people  to  defire  I 
would  fhev^them  fome  things  I  have  written,  but 
cannot  fucceed  ;  and  wreak  my  fpite,  in  con- 
demning the  tafte  of  the  people  and  company 
where  I  am.  But  it  is  with  place,  as  it  is  with 
time.  If  I  boaft  of  having  been  valued  three 
hundred  miles  off,  it  is  of  no  more  ufe,  than  if 
I  told  how  handfome  I  was  when  I  was  young. 
The  worft  of  it  is,  that  lying  is  of  no  ufe ;  for  • 
the  people  here  will  not  believe  one-half  of  what.,- 
is  true.  If  I  can  prevail  on  any  one  to  perfonate 
a  hearer  and  admirer,  you  would  wonder  what 
a  favourite  he  grows.  He  is  fure  to  have  the 
firft  glafs  out  of  the  bottle,  and  the  beft  bit  I  can 
carve.-^- — Nothing  has  convinced  me  fo  much, 
that  I  am  of  a  little  fubaltern  fpirit,  inopis  atque 
pujilii  anhni,  as  to  reflect  how  I  am  forced  into 
the  mod  trifling  amufenients,  to  divert  die  vexa- 
tion 
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tlon  of  former  thoughts,  and  prefent  o 

Why  cannot  you  lend  me  a  flired  of  your  mantle  ? 

or  why  did  you  not  leave  a  (hred  of  it  with  me 

when  you  were  fnatched  from  me  ? -You  fee 

I  fpeak  in  my  trade,  although  it  is  growing  faft  a 
trade  to  be  afhamed  of. 

I  cannot  but  wifh  that  you  would  make  it 
poflible  for  me  to  fee  a  copy  of  the  papers  you 
are  about ;  and  I  do  proteft  it  neceflary,  that 
fuch  a  thing  fhould  be  in  fome  perfons  hands 
befides  your  own,  and  I  fcorn  to  fay  how  fafe 
they  would  be  in  mine.  Neither  would  you 
diflike  my  cenfures,  as  far  as  they  might  relate 
to  circumftantials.  I  tax  you  with  two  minutes 
a  day  until  you  have  read  this  letter,  although  I 
am  fenfible  you  have  not  half  fo  much  from 
bufinefs  more  ufeful  and  entertaining. 

My  letter  which  mifcarried  *,  was,  I  believe, 
much  as  edifying  as  this,  only  thanking  and 
congratulating  with  you  for  the  delightful  verfes 
you  fent  me.  And  I  ought  to  have  expreiTed 
my  vexation,  at  feeing  you  fo  much  better  a 
philofopher  than  myfelf ;  a  trade  you  were  nei- 
ther born  nor  bred  to:  But  I  think  it  is  obferved, 
that  gentlemen  often  dance  better  than  thofe 
who  live  by  the  art.  You  may  thank  fortune 
that  my  paper  is  no  longer,  &c. 

L  E  T- 

*  He  means  letter  287,  which  he  hath  endorfcd  as  having 
mifcarried. 
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LETTER      CCLXXX1X. 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  April  1 8,   1720. 

YOU'D  have  great  reafon  to  be  angry  with 
me,  if  my  long  filence  had  been  occafioned 
by  any  thing  but  my  care  of  you  ;  for  having  no 
fafe  hand  to  fend  by  till  now,  I  would  not  write, 
for  fear  it  might  be  conftrued  a  fort  of  treafon 
(mifprifon  at  leaft)  for  you  to  receive  a  letter 
from  one  half  of  a  profcribed  man.  I  enquire 
of  every  body  I  fee,  that  I  imagine  has  either 
feen  you  or  heard  from  you,  how  you  have  your 
health;  for,  wealth  and  happinefs  I  don't  fuppofe 
you  abound  in  ;  for  it  is  hard  to  meet  with 
either  in  the  country  you  are  in,  and  be  honeft 
as  you  are.  I  thank  God  our  parliament  has 
taken  them  to  talk,  and,  finding  how  ill  a  ufe 
they  made  of  their  judicature  when  they  had  it, 
have  thought  it  not  fit  to  truft  them  with  it  any 
longer  *.  I  hope  the  next  thing  will  be  to  tax 

Ireland 

*  The  Houfc  of  Peers  in  Ireland  having  tranfmitted  to  King 
George  I.  a  long  reprefentation,  fetting  forth  their  right  to  the 
final  judicature  of  caufes  in  that  kingdom,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  England  refolded,  on  the  8th  of  January  1719-^0,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland  had  aft- 
ed,  in  the  affair  of  Anneflcy  and  Sherlock,  with  courage,  accord- 
ding  to  law,  in  fupport  of  his  Majf  fly's  prerogative,  and  with 
fidelity  to  'the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  a  bill  was  foon  after 
brought  in,  for  the  better  fecurinjj  the  dependency  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
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Ireland  from  hence,  and  then  no  more  oppor- 
tunities for  bills  of  attainder,  which  is  very  hap- 
py ;  for  elfe  young  Hopeful  f  might  have  been 
in  danger.  They  were  fo  good'and  obedient  to 
the  powers  above,  that  whether  there  were  rea- 
fon  or  not,  or,  as  Prince  Butler  faid,  crime  or  no 
crime,  the  man  was  condemned,  and  a  price  fet 
upon  his  head. 

I  want  much  to  hear  what  you  think  of  Great 
Britain  ;  for  all  your  relations  here  want  much 
to  fee  you,  where  are  ftrange  changes  every  day. 
You  may  remember,  and  fo  do  I,  when  the 
South-fea  was  faid  to  be  my  Lord  Oxford's  brat, 
and  muft  be  ftarved  at  nurfe.  Now  the  King 
has  adopted  it,  and  calls  it  his  beloved  child ; 
'though,  perhaps,  you  may  fay,  if  he  loves  it 
no  better  than  his  fon,  it  may  not  be  faying 
much".  But  he  loves  it  as  well  as  he  does  the 

Duchefs  of  K J,  and  that  is  faying  a  good 

deal.  I  wifh  it  may  thrive,  for  many  of  my 
frie-ids  are  deep  in  it ;  I  wiih  you  were  fo  too. 
I  believe,  by  this  time,  you  are  very  forry  I  have 
met  with  an  opportunity  of  troubling  you  with 
this  fcrawi ;  bur  the  ftrong  muft  bear  with  the 
infirmities  of  the  weak ;  and,  therefore,  brother, 
i  I 

f  The  D 13 chefs  feems  to  mean  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
King  Gd"  e  ilvj  II.  then  upon  ill  terms  with  his  father  and  his 
father's  rniniflrrs. 

cndal,  Ereng.ird  Melefina  Schnylenberg,  Baronefs  of 
SchnyknLrrg  in  Germany.  iShc  was  created  Duchefs  of  Kirndal 
by  King  George  I.  on  the  3Oth  of  April  i~  19. 
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I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  impertinencies  of 
your  poor  lifter,  whofe  brain  may  be  reasonably 
thought  turned  with  all  flue  has  met  with.  But 
nothing  will  hinder  her  from  being,  as  long  as 
{he  lives,  moft  fincerely,  your  very  humble  ier- 
vant,  and  faithful  friend,  M.  ORMOND. 


LETTER      CCXC. 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Weftminftert  May  4,    1720. 

FROM  my  good  friend  the  Dean  1  have  two 
letters  before  me,  of  what  date  I  wijl  not 
fay  j  and  I  hope  you  have  forgot,  that  they  call 
out  for  vengeance  ;  or,  as  other  readings  have  it, 
for  an  anfwer.  You  told  me  in  one  cf  them, 
you  had  been  purfued  with  a  giddy  head  ;  and 
I  prefume  you  judged,  by  my  filence,  tl.:u  I 
laboured  under  the  fame  diftemper.  I  don't 
know  why  you  have  not  buried  me,  as  you  did 
Partridge ;  and  given  the  Wits  of  the  age,  the 
Steeles  and  Addiibns,  a  new  occafibn  of  living 
feven  years  upon  one  of  your  thoughts.  When 
you  have  finiihed  the  copy  of  verfes  which  you 
began  in  England,  our  writers  may  have  another 
hint,  upon  which  they  may  dwell  (even  years 
longer. 

Are  you  Frenchman  enough  to  know  how  a 
Gafcon  fuftnins  his  family  for  a  week  ? 

VOL.  XV.  Y  Dimanche, 
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Dimanche,  une  Efclanche  ; 
Lundi,  froide  et  Salade  ; 
Mardi,  j'aime  la  Grillade  ; 
Mecredi,  liachee  ; 
Jeudi,  bon  pour  la  Capillotade  ; 
Vendredi,  Point  de  Gras  ; 
Samedi,  Qu'on  me  cafie  les  os,  et  les  chiens, 
fe  creveront  des  reftes  de  mon  Mouton. 

We  can  provide  fuch  fort  of  cookery,  if  you 
will  but  fend  us  the  fclanche  ;  but  rather  bring 
it  with  you,  for  it  will  eat  much  better,  when 
you  are  in  the  company. 

Lord  Oxford  has  been  a  twelvemonth  in  Here- 
fordfhire,  as  far  from  us,  literally,  though  not 
geographically,  as  if  he  had  been  with  you  in 
Ireland.  He  has  writ  no  more  to  us,  than  if 
we  were  ftill  minifters  of  ftate.  But,  in  the 
balance  of  account,  per  contrat  I  have  Lord 
Harley  at  London  ;  and  have  either  lived  with 
him  at  Wimple,  or  upon  him  here,  ever  fince 
his  father  left  us.  I  know  no  reafon,  why  you 
fhould  not  expert  his  picture,  but  that  he  pro- 
mifed  it  to  you  fo  often.  I  wrote  to  him  fix 
months  fince,  and,  inftead  of  acknowledging 
my  letter,  he  took  a  more  compendious  way  of 
fending  a  gentleman  to  Lady  Harriot,  in  Dover- 
ftreet ;  and  bid  him  call  at  Wcfrminfter,  .to  know 
if  I  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  his  Lord.  He  was 
here  to-day,  when  he  was  fure  the  fcaffcld  was 
ready,  and  the  axe  whetted  ;  and  is  in  Here- 

fordihire, 


- 
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fordfliire,  when  the  confent  of  all  mankind  ei- 
ther juftifies  his  miniftry,  or  follows  the  plan 
x>f  it.  The  South-fea  Company  have  raifed  their 
ftock  to  three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  he  has  not 
fixpence  in  it.  Thou  art  a  Stranger  in  Ifrael, 
my  good  friend  ;  and  ieemeft  to  know  no  more 
of  this  Lord,  than  *hou  didft  of  the  Conde  de 

P ,  when  firft  I  conftrued  him  to  thee  at 

the  coifee-houfe. 

I  labour  under  the  diftemper  you  complain  of, 
deafnefs,  efpecially  upon  the  leaft  cold.  I  did 
not  take  care  of  my  ears,  till  I  knew  if  my  head 
was  my  own  or  not ;  hut  am  now  fyringing,  and 
I  hope  to  profit  by  it.  My  coufin  is  here,  and 
well,  and  i  fee  him  fometimes  ;  but  I  find  he 
has  had  a  caution,  which  depended  upon  his 
expecting  more  from  Court,  and  is  justifiable  in 
a  man,  who,  like  him,  has  a  great  family.  I 
have  given  your  compliments  to  my  two  favou- 
rites v'-'e  n-iver  forget  y~n-  health. 

I  have  fccn  Mr  Butler,  an  I  ferved  him  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power,  with  ,ny  amid  potentiores. 
Though  he  had  a  good  caufe,  and  a  Strong  re- 
commendation, he  trufted  wholly  to  neither  of 
them,  but  added  the  greatefl  diligence  in  his 
folicitations. 

Auditor  Harley  thanks  you,  for  remembering 

him  and  his  finging  man  *.     As  to  the  affair  of 

fubfcriptioas,  do  all  at  your  leifure,  and  in  the 

manner  you  judge  moft  proper  ;  and  fo  I  bid 

Y  2  you 

*  Probably  a  perfun  recommended  to  the  Dean's  cathedral.. 


256  DEAN    SWIFT's 

you  heartily  farewell,  alluring  you,    that  I  am 
moft  truly  your's,  M.  P. 

Friend  Ford  falutes  you.     Adieu. 

Richardfon,  whom  I  take  to  be  a  better  painter 
than  any  named  in  your  letter,  has  made  an 
excellent  picture  of  me;  from  whence  Lord  Har- 
ley  (whofe  it  is)  has  a  ftamp  taken  by  virtue.  He 
has  given  me  fome  of  them,  for  you  to  give  to 
our  friends  at  or  about  Dublin.  I  will  fend 
them  by  Torjbn's  canal  to  Hyde  at  Dublin,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  that,  I  hope,  they  may  come 
fafe  to  you. 


LETTER       CCXCL 

SIR    THOMAS    HANMER    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


near  Newmarket  in 
Snfolk,   03.  22,  1720. 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you 
about  ten  days  iince,  at  which  time  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  *  was  at  London  ;  but  as  he 
was  foon  expected  in  the  country,  and  is  now  ac- 
tually returned,  I  thought  it  beft,  rather  than 
write,  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to 
him  ;  and  yefkrday  I  went  over  to  his  houfe,  on 

purpofe 

f  Charles,  whofe  mbther  Ifobella,  daughter  of  Henry  Cermet, 
Eail  of  Arlington,  was  married  to  her  fecond  hufband  Sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer. 
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purpofe  to  obey  your  commands.  I  found  he 
was  not  a  Granger  to  the  fubject  of  my  errand  ; 
for  he  had  all  the  particulars  of  the  (lory  very 
perfect,  and  told  me,  my  Lord  Arran  had  fpoke 
to  him  concerning  it  f.  I  added  my  folicitations, 
backed  with  the  reafons  with  which  you  had 
furniflied  me ;  and  he  was  fo  kind  to  promife,  he 
would  by  this  pofl  write  to  the  Chief  Juftice  ; 
how  explicitely,  or  how  prt'cifely,  I  cannot  fay, 
becaufe  men  in  high  po(ts  are  afraid  of  being  po- 
fitive  in  their  anfwcrs  j  but  1  hope  it  will  be  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  will  be  effectual. 

If  the  thing  is  done,  it  will  be  beft  that  the' 
means  fhould  be  a  fecret  by  which  it  is  brought 
about ;  and  for  this  reafon,  you  will  excufe  me, 
if  I  avoid  putting  my  name  to  the  outfide  of  my 
letter,  led  it  fhould  excite  the  curiofity  of  the 
Poft-OfHce.  If  this  affair  ends  to  your,  fatisfac- 
tion,  I  am  glad  it  has  proved  to  me  a  caufe  of 
hearing  from  you,  and  an  occafion  of  afluring 
you,  that  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant,  ' 

THO.   HANMER. 


Y  3  LET- 


f-  The  profecution  of  Waters.     See  letter  193.  from  Sir  Con- 
ftantine  Pliipps. 
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LETTER      CCXCII.  * 

FROM    DR    SWIFT    TO    MR    POPE,  f 

Dublin,  Jan.  IO,  1721. 

A  THOUSAND  things  have  vexed  me  of 
late  years,  upon  which  I  am  determined 
to  !  7  open  my  mind  to  you.     I  rather  chufe  to 
app.:,il  to  you,  than  to  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Whitlhed,  under  the  fituation  I  am  in.     For  I 

take 

*  This  letter  Mr  Pope  never  received,  nor  did  lie  believe  it 
was  ever  fent.  Pope  and  Warb. 

•j-  This  letter  defer  ves  the  greater  attention,  as  it  feems  to 
furniili  more  materials  of  Dr  Swift's  life  and  principles,  than 
any  other  of  his  epiitofery  writings.  The  letter  breathes  an  air 
of  fmcerity  and  freedom,  and  is  addreflecl  to  a  particular  friend, 
at  a  time  when  the  views  of  ambition  were  at  an  end.  It  may 
therefore  be  conOdered  as  a  confeflion  of  one  departing  from  this 
world,  who  only  is  defirous  to  vindicate  his  own  character,  and 
is  anxious  that  his  afhes  may  teft  in  peace. 

It  was  written  immediately  after  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  a 
Judge  in  Ireland,  who  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  freedom  of 
juries,  and  conftquently  the  very  effence  of  that  liberty  and 
fafety  which  we  have  a  right  to  poflefs  by  the  conftitution  of 
our  ftate.  Swift  very  generoufly  declares  himfelf  averfe  to. all 
•  proceedings  againfl  perfwns  fufpected  of  problematical 
guilt.  "  By  fuch  drift  inquiries,"'fays  he,  "  a  gate  is  left  opetv 
"  to  the  whole  tribs  of  informers  ;  the  mgft  accurfed,  proflitute 
"  and  abandoned  race,  that  God  ever  permitted  to  plague  man- 
"  kind."  Upon  this  fubjed  I'cajinot  avoid  Tecollefting  fomc 
particulars  from  a  book,  which  has  lately  given  me  great  delight 
and  inilrudlion,  and  which  I  recommend  very  warmly  to  your 
perufal.  I  mean  Veffrlt  da  loix.  The  author,  M.  de  Montef- 

tjuieu, 
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take  this  caufe  properly  to  lie  before  you.  You 
are  a  much  fitter  judge  of  what  concerns  the  cre- 
dit of  a  writer,  the  injuries  that  are  done  him, 
and  the  reparations  he  ought  to  receive.  Betides, 
I  doubt  whether  the  arguments  I  could  fuggeft 
to  prove  my  own  innocence,  would  be  of  much 
weight  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  to 

thofe 


quicu,  obferves,  "  That  informers  have  been  chiefly  encouraged 
"  under  the  mod  tyrannical  governments.  In  the  reign  of 
"  Tiberius,  triumphal  ornaments  were  conferred  upon  them,  and 
"  ftatues  erected  to  their  honour.  IVi  the  reign  of  Nero,  upon 
"  the  difcovcry  and  punifbment  of  a  pretended  confpiracy,  tri- 
"  umphal  dignities  were  allotted  to  Turpilianus,  Cocctius  Ner- 
"  va,  and  Tigillinus." — In  another  part  of  his  book,  the  Baron 
de  Montefquieu  takes  notice,  "  That  in  Turkey,  where  little 
«'  regard  is  (hewn  to' the  honour,  lives,  or  eftates  of  the  fubjecly 
"  all  cauies  are  determined  by  the  prefiding  Bafhavv  :  And  in 
"  Rome,  the  Judges  had  no  more'to  do,  than  to  declare,  that 
"  the  perion  accufcd,  was  guilty  of  a  particular  crime,  and  then 
"  the  punilhment  was  found  in  the  laws." — From  thefc,  and 
other  examples  of  arbitrary  government,  this  elegant  author 
takes  a  particular  pleafure,  in  diftinguithing  and  admiring  the 
civil  constitution  of  England  :  Where,  he  fays,  "  the  jury  dcter- 
"  mine,  whether  the  faft  brought  under  their  cognifance,  be 
"  proved  or  not ;  if  it  be  proved,  the  Judge  pronounces  the  pu- 
"  nifhment  inflicted  by  the  law,  for  fuch  a"  particular  fact  :  And 
"  for  this,  adds  the  Baron,  "  he  needs  only  open  his  eyes." 
But  if  M.  de  Montefquieu  had  read  Swift's  letter,  or  indeed  had 
recollected  many  notorious  facts  of  our  hiftory,  he  nuift  have 
obferved,  that  the  Judges  have  been  often  deaf  to  the  repeated 
voice  of  the  jury,  and  have  not  only  (hut  their  eyes  againfl  our 
excellent  laws,  but  have  aflumed  "  that' terrible  and  menacing 
*'  air  which  Commodus  ordered  to  be  given  to  his  ftatutes." 

The  method  of  trials  by  juries,    is  generally  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  mod  excellent  branches  of  our  con  dilution.  In  theory, 

it 
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thofe  in  furs,  upon  whofe  decifion,  about  the 
difference  of  ftyk-  or  featiments,  I  fliould  be  very 
unwiilir..;  10  leave  th'.  ijunts  of  my  caufe. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  put  you  in  mind,  (al- 
though you  cannot  eafily  forget  it),  that,  about 
ten  weeks  before  the  Queen's  death,  I  left  the 
town,  upon  occafion  of  that  incurable  breach, 

among 

it  certainly  nppears  in  that  light.  According  to  the  original  efta- 
blifhivent,  the  jurors  are  to  be  men  of  competent  fortunes  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  and  are  to  be  fb  avowedly  iridiffcrei.it  between 
the  parties  concerned,  that  no  reasonable  exception  can  be  made 
to  them  on  either  fide,  in  Treafon,  the  perlbn  accufed,  has  a 
right  to  challenge  five  and  thirty ;  and  in  Felony,  twenty;  with- 
ont  (hewing  caxife  of  challenge.  Nothing  can  be  more  equitable. 
No  prifoner  can  defire  a  fairer  field.  But  the  misfortune  is,  that 
our  juries  are  often  compcfed  of  men  of  mean  eftatcs,  ami  low 
underflancltnga.  Many  difficult,  points  of  law  are  brought  before 
them,  and  Submitted  to  their  verdift,  when  perhaps  they  are 
not  capable  of  determining,  properly  and  judicioufly,  fuch  nice 
matters  of  jufHce,  although  the  Judges  of  the  couit  explain  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  and  the  law  which  arifes  upon  it.  But  if 
they  are  not  defective  in  knowledge,  they  are  fometimes,  1  fear, 
from  their  fration  and  indigence,  liable  to  corruption.  This  in- 
deed is  an  objection  more  to  the  privilege  lodged  with  juries, 
than  to  the  inftitution  itfelf.  The  point  mod  liable  to  objec- 
tion, is  the  power  which  any  one  or  more  of  the  twelve  have  to 
(larve  the  reft  into  a  compliance  with  their  opinion ;  fo  that  the 
verdift  may  poflibly  be'  given  by  ftrength  of  conftitution,  not  by 
conviction  of  conference ;  "  and  wretches  hang,  that  jurymen 
*'  may  dine." 

In  this  letter  is  molt  evidently  difplayed,  Swift's  immutable  at- 
tachment to  Ireland.    Such  a  kind  of  patriotifm  mull  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  true  love  of  liberty ;  for  he  hated  individuals,  and 
defpifed  moft  of  the  men  of  property  and  power  in  that  king- 
v  dom  :   He. owed  them  no  obligations;  and  while  by  his  writing? 

be 
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among  the  great  men  at  Court;  and  went  down 
to  Berkfhire,  where  you  may  remember  that  you 
gave  me  the  favour  of  a  vifit.  While  I  was  in 
that  retirement,  I  writ  a  difcourfe  which  I 
thought  might  be  ufeful  in  fuch  a  juncture  of  af- 
fairs, and  fent  it  up  to  London  ;  but,  upon  fome 
difference  in  opinion  between  me  and  a  certain 
great  minifter  now  abroad,  the  publishing  of  it 
was  deferred  fo  long,  that  the  Queen  died  ;  and 
I  recalled  my  copy,  which  hath  been  ever  fince 
in  fafe  hands.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  lofs  of 
that  excellent  Princefs,  I  came  to  my  ftation  here  ; 

where 


he  laboured  to  make  their  pofterity  happy,  he  forced  from  them- 
fclves,  an  involuntary,  but  univerfal  applaufe.  His  conduct  was 
fo  uniform  and  corrftant  in  the  caufe  of  Ireland,  that  he  not  on- 
ly gained  the  praife,  but  the  confidence  of  that  whole  nation  ; 
who  are  a  people  feldom,  if  ever,  inclined  to  ftudy  and  ]mrfue 
their  own  intereft,  and  who  are  always  exceedingly  apt  to  fuf- 
pect  any  advice  that  is  contrary,  or  in  defiance  to  a  minifterial 
direction. 

Swift's  principles  of  government  feem  to  have  been  founded 
upon  that  excellent  maxim,  Saltts  fofuli  fttfrema  eft  Jex.  He  be- 
gins by  clearing  himfelf  ot  Jacobitifm.  He  fpeaks  of  the  Revo- 
lution, as  a  neceflary,  but  dangerous  expedient,  which  has  fince 
been  attended  with  unavoidable  bad  confequences.  He  declares 
his  mortal  antipathy  to  (landing  armies  in  time  of  peace.  He 
adores  the  wifdom  of  that  inftitution,  which  rendered  our  Par- 
liaments annual.  He  prefers  the  landed,  to  the  moneyed  inte- 
reft,  and  exprtfles  a  noble  abhorrence  to  the  fufpenfion  of  thofc 
laws  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the  fubject  depends.  When  thefc 
articles  of  his  political  tenets  are  examined,  they  will  leave  no 
room  for  any  one  particular  party,  to  afl'ume  the  honour  of  ha- 
ving had  him  in  their  alliance.  He  was  neither  Whig  •nor  Tory, 
»e:tli>r  Jacobite  nor  Republican.  He  was — Dr  Swift. 

'His 
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where  I  have  continued  ever  fince,  in  the  greatefi 
privacy,  and  utter  ignorance  of  thofe  events 
which  are  moft  commonly  talked  of  in  the  world. 
I  neither  know  the  names  nor  number  of  the 
Royal  Family  which  now  reigns,  further  than  the 
Prayer-book  informs  me.  I  cannot  tell  who  is 
Chancellor,  who  are  Secretaries,  nor  with  what 
nations  we  are  in  peace  or  war.  And  this  man- 
ner of  life  was  not  taken  up  out  of  any  fort  of 
affectation,  but  merely  to  avoid  giving  offence, 
and  for  fear  of  provoking  party-zeal. 

I  had  indeed  written  fome  memorials  of  the 
four  laft  years  of  the  Queen's  reign,  with  fome 
other  informations,  which  I  received,  as  necef- 
fary  materials  to  qualify  me  for  doing  fomething 
in  an  employment  then  defigned  me  *  ;  but,  as 
it  was  at  the  difpofal  of  a  perfon  who  had  not  the 
{mailed  (hare  of  fleadinefs  or  fincerity,  I  difdained 
to  accept  it. 

Thefe 

His  judgment,  in  relation  to  the  vifible  decay  of  literature 
and  r  .;d  fenfe,  is  perfectly  juft.  He  attributes  this  national  ca- 
larrity  to  the  prevailing  luxury  of  the  times;  which  he  inflances 
in  the  encouragement  of  factions,  and  of  feveral  public  diver- 
fions,  ail  tending  to  the  increafe  of  folly,  ignorance,  and  vice. 
His  fc-irimcnts  are  delivered  more  with  the  air  of  a  philofopher, 
than  a  divine  :  And  the  conclufi^n  of  the  letter  is  fb  proper, 
and  f<-  excellent  a  defence  of  his  o-.vn  manner  of  afting  and 
thinking,  that  in  regard  to  his  memory,  I  muft  be  at  the  trou- 
ble of  tranfcribing  it.  [Here  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  letter  is 
inferted.] 

In  flrort,  this  letter  is  one  of  the  moft  ferious,  and  beft  per- 
formances, that  he  has  given  us  in  the  epiftolary  way.     Orrery^ 
*  Hiftoriographer. 
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Thefe  pipers,  at  my  few  hours  of  health  and 
leifure,  I  have  been  digefting  into  order,  by  one 
flieet  at  a  time  *  :  For  I  dare  not  venture  any  fur- 
ther, left  the  humour  of  fearching  and  feizing 
papers  fliould  revive  ;  not  that  .1  am  in  pain  of 
any  danger  to  myfelf,  (for  they  contain  nothing 
of  prefent  times  or  perfons,  upon  which  I  {hall 
never  lofe  a  thought  while  there  is  a  cat  or  a  fpa- 
niel  in  the  houfe),  but  to  preferve  them  from  be- 
ing loft  among  meflengers  and  clerks. 

I  have  written,  in  this  kingdom,  a  difcourfe  to 
perfuade  the  wretched  people,  to  wear  their  own 
manufactures  inftead  of  thofe  from  England  f. 
This  treatife  foon  fpread  very  faft,  being  agree- 
able to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  nation,  except 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  employments,  or 

were 
• 

*  Thefe  papers,  fome  years  after,  were  brought  finifhed  by  the 
Dean  into  England,  with  an  intention  to  publifh  them.  But  a 
friend,  en  whofe  judgment  he  relied,  (the  fame,  I  ftippofe, 
whom  he  mentions  above,  as  being  abroad  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing this  letter),  di-fluaded  him  from  that  defign.  He  told  the 
Dean,  there  "were  feveral  fafts  he  knew  to  bejfalfe;  and  that  the 
whole  was  fo  much  in  the  fpirit  of  party-writing,  that  though  it 
might  have  made  a  feafonable  pamphlet  in  the  time  of  their 
ad-niniftiation,  it  was  a  difiionour  to  jud:  hiftory.  The  Dean 
would  do  nothing  againft  his  friend's  judgment ;.  yet  it  extreme- 
ly chagrined  him  :  And  he  told  a  common  friend,  that  lince 
*  *  *  did  not  approve  his  hifrory,  he  would  cart  it  into  the  fire, 
though  it  was  t'ie  bed  work  he  had  ever  written.  However,  it 
did  not  undergo  this  fat«,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  yet  in  being. 
Warl. 

f  A  propofal  for  the  univerfal  ufc  of  Irifli  manufa<ftures.  VoL 
III.  p.  327.  Pope. 
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were  expectants.  Upon  which  a  perfon  in  gi  eat 
office  here,  immediately  took  the  alarm.  He 
fent  in  hafte  for  the  Chief  Juftice,  and  informed 
him  of  a  feditious,  factious,  and  virulent  pam- 
phlet, lately  publiflied,  with  a  defign  of  fetting 
the  two  kingdoms  at  variance ;  directing  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  printer  fhould  be  profecuted 
with  the  utmoft  rigour  of  la\v.  The  Chief  Juftice 
had  fo  quick  an  underftanding,  that  he  refolved, 
if  poffible,  to  outdo  his  orders.  The  Grand  Juries 
of  the  county  and  city  were  practifed  effectually 
with,  to  reprefent  the  faid  pamphlet  with  all  ag- 
gravating epithets  ;  for  which  they  had  thanks 
fent  them  from  England,  and  their  prefentments 
publiihed  for  feveral  weeks  in  all  the  news-pa- 
pers. The  printer  was  feized,  and  forced  to  give 
great  bail.  After  his  trial,  the  jury  brought  him 
in  Nofgui/ty,  although  they  had  been  culled  with 
the  utmoft  induftry  :  The  Chief  Juftice  fent  them 
back  nine  times,  and  kept  them  eleven  hours, 
until,  being  perfectly  tired  out,  they  were  forced 
to  leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  Judge,  by 
what  they  call  a  fpecial  verdict.  During  the  trial, 
the  Chief  Juftice,  among  other  fingularities,  laid 
his  hand  on  his  breaft,  and  protefted  folemnly, 
that  the  author's  defign  was  to  bring  in  the  Pre- 
tender ;  altho'  there  was  not  a  {ingle  fyllable  of 
party  in  the  whole  treatife,  and  although  it  was 
known,  that  the  moft  eminent  of  thofe  who  pro- 
jfefTed  his  own  principles,  publicly  difallowed  his 
proceedings.  But  the  caufe  being  fo  very  odious 
i  and 
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and  unpopular,  the  trial  of  the  verdict  \v«s  de- 
ferred from  one  term  to  another,  until,  upon  the 
Duke  of  G — ft — n,  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  arri- 
val, his  Grace,  after  mature  advice,  and  per- 
miflion  from  England,  was  pleafed  to  grant  a 
Noll  Profequi. 

This  is  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  it  is  faid 
that  the  nun  is  no  ill  decider  in  common  cafes 
of  property,  where  party  is  out  of  the  queftion  : 
But  when  that  intervenes,  with  ambition  at  heels 
to  puih  it  forward,  it  muft  needs  confound  any 
man  of  little  fpirit,  and  low  birth,  who  hath  no 
other  endowment  than  that  fort  of  knowledge, 
which,  however  poflcffed  in  the  hi^heft  degree, 
can  poilibly  give  no  one  good  quality  to  the 
,  mind  *. 

If  is  "true,  I  have  been  much  concerned  for 

feyeral  years  paft,  upon  account  of  the  public,  as 

well  as  for  myfelf,  to  fee  now  ill  a  tafte  for  wit 

and  fcnfe  prevails  in  the  world,  which  politics, 

VOL.  XV.  Z  •    and 

*  This  is  a  very  Orange  afllrtion.  To  fuppofe  that  a  contam- 
inate knowledge  of  the  laws,  by  which  civilized  focicliss  are  go- 
vev:  d,  can  j,ivC  no  one  good  quality  to  the  mind,  is  making 
ethic-:,  (of  which  public  laws  are  fo  confiderable  a  part)  a  very 
unprofitable  ftudy.  The  beft  tiivifion  of  the  fciences,  is  that  old 
one  of  Plato,  into  ethics,  phyfio,  and  logic.  The  feverer  philo- 
:isation  to  the  two  latter,  he -aufe 
they  have  no  te;:Ju<cy  to  mend  the  ;  6a  ^  ;  ;•,•,.!  :. 
firlt  :s  our  pr:;  '  D  this  i 

vice.        And,    i'tii-e,   if   ::ny   h  •      :  . 

heart,  ih-.-y  mu  •  :  .          u,  as  a 

reaibnable,  a.  focial,  and  a  tivii  Lcirj.  And  thcfe  ait  r.il  i;jclt:Jtd 

tinder 
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and  South-Sea,  and  party,  and  operas,  and  maf- 
querades,  have  introduced.  For  befides  many 
infipid  papers  which  the  malice  of  fome  hath 
entitled  me  to,  there  are  many  perfons  appearing 
to  wifh  me  well,  and  pretending  to  be  judges 
of  my  ftyle  and  manner,  who  have  yet  afcribed 
fome  writings  to  me,  of  which  any  man  of  com- 
mon fenfe  and  literature  would  be  heartily  a- 
ihamed.  I  cannot  forbear  inftancing  a  treatife 
called  A  Dedication  upon  Dedications^  which  many 
would  have  to  be  mine ;  although  it  be  as  empty, 
dry,  and  fervile  a  compoiuion,  as  I  remember 
at  any  time  to  have  read.  But,  above  all,  there 
is  one  circumftance,  which  makes  it  impoffible 
for  me  to  have  been  author  of  a  treatife,  where- 
in there  are  feveral  pages,  containing  a  panegyric 
on  King  George  ;  of  whofe  character  and  perfon 
I  am  utterly  ignorant,  nor  ever  had  once  curio- 
fity  to  enquire  into  either,  living  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance  as  I  do,  and  having  long  done  with  what- 
ever can  relate  to  public  matters. 

Indeed,  I  have  formerly  delivered  my  thoughts 
very  freely,  whether  I  were  afked  or  no ;  but 

never 

•under  ethics,  whether  you  call- the  fcience  morality  or  law.  And 
with  regard  to  the  law  of  England,  we  mu(t  be  much  prejudiced 
a?ain(l  it,  not  to  allow,  that  what  Tully  affirms  concerning  the 
law  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  may  with  more  juftice  be  applied  to 
our's.  Fremant  omnes,  licet  tlicam  quod  fentie :  Blbt'wtbccas  mcler- 
cule  omnium  phHofophtrum  unum  mihl  -uidetur  Pandeffarum  •vclunif,:, 
et  authoritatis  pondere,  et  utiliialis  ttbertatf,  Juperare.  But  the  be  ft 
proof  of  its  moVal  efficacy,  is  the  manners  of  its  profeflbrs  :  And 
theft,  in  every  age,  have  been  fuch  as  were  the  firft  improved, 
or  the  la  ft  corrupted.  flr*rt.  . 
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never  affec~led  to  be  a  counfellor,  to  which  I  had 
xno  manner  of  call.  I  was  humbled  enough  to  fee 
myfelf  fo  far  outdone  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in 
my  own  trade  as  a  fcholar,  and  too  good  a  cour- 
tier not  to  difcover  his  contempt  of  thofe  who- 
would  be  men  of  importance  out  of  their  fphere. 
Bolides,  to  fay  the  truth,  although.  I  have  known 
many  great  minifters  ready  enough  to  hear  opi- 
nions, yet  I  have  hardly  feen  one  that  would 
ever  defcend  to  take  advice :  And  this  pedantry 
arifeth  from  a  maxim  themfelves  do  not  believe ; 
at  the  fame  time  they  practife  by  it,  that  there  is 
fomething  profound  in  politics,  which  men  of 
plain  honeft  fenfe  cannot  arrive  to. 

I  only  wifh  my  endeavours  had  fucceeded  bet- 
ter in  the  great  point  I  had  at  heart,  which  was 
that  of  reconciling  the  minifters  to  each  other. 
This  might  have  been  done,  if  others,  who  had 
more  concern,  and  more  influence,  would  have 
acted  their  parts  ;  and  if  this  had  fucceeded,  the 
public  intereft,  both  of  church  and  ftate,  would 
not  have  been  the  worfe,  nor  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion  endangered. 

Bur,  whatever  opportunities  a  conftant  attend- 
ance of  four  years  i  might  have  given  me  for  en- 
deavouring to  do  good  offices  to  particular  per- 
fons,  I  deferve  at  lead  to  find  tolerable  quarter 
from  thofe  of  the  other  party ;  for  many  of 
which  I  was  conftant  advocate  with  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  for  this  I  appeal  to  his  Lordfhip. 
He  knows  how  often  I  prefTcd  him  in  favour  of 
Z  2  Msr 
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Mr  Addifon,  Mr  Congveve,  Mr  Rowe,  and  Mr 
Steele  ;  although  I  freely  confefs,  that  his  Lord- 
fliip's  kindnefs  to  them  \vas  altogether  owing  to 
his  generous  notions,  and  the  el^em  he  had  for 
their  wit  and  parts,  of  which  I  could  only  pre- 
tend to  be  a  remembrancer.  -For  I  can  never 
forget  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  the  late  Lord  Hali- 
fax, who,  upon  the  firft  change  of  the  miniftry, 
interceded  with  him  to  fpare  Mr  Congreve.  It 
was  by  repeating  thefe  two  lines  of  Virgil, 

Non  obtufd  adeo  gcfiamus  peciora  Poetri, 

Nee  tarn  averfus  eqttos  Tyria  Soljiwgit  al  urbt. 

Purfiiant  to  which,  he  alwrnys  treated  Mr  Coo- 
greve  with  the  greateft  perfonal  civilities;  alluring 
him  of  his  conftant  favour  and  protection  ;  and 
adding,  that  he  would  ftudy  to  do  fomething 
better  for  him. 

I  remember  it  was  in  thofe  times  an  ufual  fub- 
jedrof  raillery  towards  me  among  the  minifters, 
that  I  never  came  to  them  without  a  Whig  in 
my  fleeve  ;  which  I  do  not  fay  with  any  view 
towards  my  making  my  court :  For  the  new 
principles  *,  fixed  to  thofe  of  that  denomination, 
I  did  then,  and  do  now  from  my  heart  abhor, 
deteft,  and  abjure,  as  wholly  degenerate  from 
their  predecefibrs.  I  have  converfed,  in  fome 

freedom, 

*  He  means,  particularly,  the  principle  at  that  time  charged 
upon  them  by  their  enemies,  of  an  intention  to  proscribe  the 
Tories,  ffarb.  * 


CORRESPONDENCE.        269 

freedom,  with  more  minifters  of  flate  of  all  par- 
ties, than  ufually  happens  to  men  of  my  level ; 
and  I  confefs,  in  their  capacity  as  minifters,  I 
look  upon  them  as  a  race  of  people  whofe  ac- 
quaintance no  man  would  court,  otherwife  than 
upon  the  fcore  of  vanity  or  ambition.  The  firft, 
quickly  wears  off,  (and  is  the  vice  of  low  minds, 
for  a  man  of  fpirit  is  too  proud  to  be  vain),  and 
the  other  was  not  my  cafe.  Betides,  having  ne- 
ver received  more  than  one  fmall  favour,  I  was 
under  no  neceffity  of  being  a  flave  to  men  hi 
power  ;  but  chofe  my  friends  by  their  perfonal 
merit,  without  examining  how  far  their  notions 
agreed  with  the  politics  then  in  vogue.  I  fre- 
quently converfed  with  Mr  Addifon,  and  the 
others  I  named  (except  Mr  Steele)  during  all  my 
Lord  Oxford's  miniftry  ;  and  Mr  Addifon 's 
friendfhip  to  me,  continued  inviolable,  with  as 
much  kindntfs  as  when  we  ufed  to  meet  at  my 
Lord  Sommers  *  or  Halifax,  who  were  leaders 
of  the  oppofite  party. 

- 1  would  infer  from  all  this,  that  it  is  with  great 
injuftice  I  have  thefe  many  years  been  pelted  by 
your  pamphleteers,  merely  upon  account  of  fome 
regard  which  the  Queen's  laft  minifters  were 
pleafed  to  have  for  me  :  And  yet,  in  my  confci- 
ence,  I  think  I  am  a  partaker  in  every  ill  defign 
they  had,  againft  the  Proteftant  fucceilion,  or  the 
Z  3  liberties 

*  Lord  Sommers  had  very  warmly  recommended  Dr  Swift 
to  t'le  favour  of  Lord   Wharton,  when  he    vent  the   Qneen's. 

Lieutenant  into  Ireland,  in  the  year  1709.     Warb, 
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liberties  and  religion  of  their  country  -,  and  can 
fay  with  Cicero,  "  that  I  fh~uld  be  proud  to  be 
"  included  with  them  in  all  their  actions,  tan- 
"  qiiam  in  eouo  'Trojafic."  But  if  I  have  never  dif- 
cavered,  by  my  woids,  writings,  or  aciions,  any 
party-virulence  f,  or  dangerous  defigns  againft 
the  pi-efent  powers  j  if  my  friendihip  and  conver- 
fation  were  equally  {hewn  among  thofe  who  liked 
or  difapproved  the  proceedings  then  at  Court, 
and  that  I  was  known  to  be  a  common  friend  of 
all  deferving  perfons  of  the  latter  fort,  when  they 
were  in  diftrefs  ;  I  cannot  but  think  it  hard,  that 
I  am  not  fullered  to  run  quietly  among  the  com- 
mon herd  of  people,  whofe  opinions  unfortu- 
nately differ  from  thofe  which  kad  to  favour  and 
preferment,  . 

I  ought  to  let  you  know,  that  the  thing  we 
Culled  a  Whig  in  England,  is  a  creature  altoge- 
ther di^ercnt  from  thofe  of  the  fame  denomina- 
tion here  i  at  Icaft  it  was  fo  during  the  reign  of 
her  late  Majefty.  Whether  thofe  on  your  fide 
have  changed  or  no,  it  hath  not  been  my  bulinefs 
to  enquire;,  i  remember  my  excellent  friend,  Mr 
Addifon,  when  he  firft  came  over  hither,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton,  then  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, was  extremely  offended  at  the  conduct  and 
difcourfe  of  the  chief  managers  here.  He  told 
me,  they  were  a  fort  of  people  who  feemed  to 
think,  that  the  principles  of  a  Whig  conilfted  in 

nothing 

f  The  Examiners,  I  fuppofe,  were  not  then  publifhed  among!! 
the  Dean's  works.     Wark, 


CORRESPONDENCE.        271 

nothing  tlfe,  but  damning  the  church,  reviling 
the  clergy,  abetting  the  difieoteft,  and  fpeaking 
contemptibly  of  revealed  religion. 

I  was  difcourfing  foine  years  ago,  with  a  cer- 
tain minifies ,  about  that  Yvrhiggifh  or  Fanatical 
genius,  fo  prevalent  among  the  Englifh  of  this 
kingdom.  His  Lordfhip  accounted  for  it  by  that 
number  of  Cromwell's  foldiers,  adventurers  efta- 
blifhed  here,  who  were  all  of  the  fourert  leaven, 
and  the  meaneft  birth,  and  vvhofe  pofterity  are 
now  in  pofleffion  of  their  lands  and  their  princi- 
ples. However,  it  muft  be  confeft,  that  of  late, 
fome  people  in  this,  country  are  grown  weary  of 
quarrelling,  becaufe  intereft,  the  great  motive  of 
quarrelling,  is  at  an  end  ;  for  it  is  hardly  worth 
contending,  who  fhall  be  an  excifeman,  a  country 
vicar,  a  crier  in  the  courts,  or  an  under-clerk. 

You  will  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think,  that  a 
perfon  fo  ill  treated' as  I  have  been,  mud  at  fome 
time  or  other,  have  difcovered  very  dangerous 
opinions  in  government.  In  anfwer  to  which,  I 
will  tell  you  what  my  political  principles  were  in 
the  time  of  her  late  glorious  Majefty,  which  I 
never  contradicted  by  any  action,  writing,  or 
difcourfo. 

Fir;!-,  I  always  declared  myfelf  againft  a  Popifh 
fucccilor  to  the  Crown,  whatever  title  he  might 
have  by  the  proximity  of  blood.  Neither  did  I 
ever  regard  the  right  line,  except  upon  two  ac- 
coi:::t:; :  i/?,  As  it  was  dfobliflied  by  law ;  and, 
2<//y,  As  it  hath  much  weight  in  the  opinions 

of 
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of  the  people  :  For  neceffity  may  abolifh  any  law, 
but  cannot  alter  the  fentiments  of  the  vulgar ; 
right  of  inheritance  being  perhaps  the  moft. 
popular  of  all 'topics.  And  therefore,  in  great 
changes,  when  that  is  broke,  there  will  remain 
much  heart-burning  and  difcontent  among  the 
meaner  people,  which,  under  a  weak  Prince,  and 
corrupt  adminiftration,  may  have  the  worft  con- 
fequences  upon  the  peace,  of  any  ftate. 

As  to  what  is  called  a  Revolution- principle, 
my  opinion  was  this,  That  whenever  thofe  evils 
which  ufually  attend  and  follow  a  violent  change 
of  government,  were  not  in  probability  fo  perni- 
cious as  the  grievances  we  fuffercd  under  a  pre- 
fent  power,,  then  the  public  good  will  juftify  fuch 
a  revolution.  And  this  I  took  to  have  been  the 
cafe  in  the  Prince  of  Orange's  expedition  j  altho', 
in  the  confequence,  it  produced  fome  very  bad  ef- 
fects, which  are  likely  to  ftick  long  enough  by  us. 

I  had  likewife,  in  thofe  days,  a  mortal  antipathy 
againft  ftanding  armies  in  times  of  peace  \  be- 
caufe  I  always  took  ftanding  armies  to  be  only 
fervants  hired  by  the  mafter  of  a  family,  for  keep- 
ing his  own  children  in  flavery  ;  and  becaufe  I 
conceived,  that  a  Prince,  who  could  not  think 
himfelf  fecure  without  mercenary  troops,  muft 
needs  have  a  feparate  intereit  from  that  of  his 
fubje&s  ;  altho'  I  am  not  ignorant  of  thofe  arti- 
ficial neceflities,  which  a  corrupted  miniftry  can 
create,  for  keeping  up  forces,  to  fupport  a  faction 
againft  the  public  intereib 

As 
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As  to  Parliaments,  I  adored  the  wifdom  of 
that  Gothic  inftitution,  which  made  them  annual  j 
and  I  was  confident  our  liberty  could  never  be 
placed  upon  a  firm  foundation,  until  that  ancieut 
law  were  reftored  among  us.  For  who  fees  not, 
that  while  fuch  afTemblies  are  permitted  to  have 
a  longer  duration,  there  grows  up  a  commerce  of 
corruption,  between  the  miniftry  and  the  depu- 
ties, wherein  they  both  find  thtir  accounts,  to 
the  n:;'.:i.-/.. it  c':i;ic,er  of  liberty  ?  which  traffic 
would  neither  anfwer  the  deiign  nor  expence,  if 
Parliaments  met  once  a-year. 

I  ever  abominated  that  fcheme  of  politics,  (now 
about  thirty  years  old),  of  fetting  up  a  moneyed 
intereft,  in  opposition  to  the  landed.  For  I  con- 
ceived, there  could  not  be  a  truer  maxim  in  our 
government,  than  this,  That  the  pofTeffors  of  the 
foil  are  the  beft  judges  of  what  is  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  kingdom.  If  others  had  thought  the 
fame  way,  funds  of  credit,  and  £outh-Sea  pro- 
jects, would  neither  have  been  felt  nor  heard 
of. 

I  could  never  difcover  the  necefilty  of  fufpend- 
ing  any  law,  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the  mod 
innocent  perfons  depended  ;  neither  do  I  think 
this  practice  hath  made  the  tafte  of  arbitrary 
power  fo  agreeable,  as  that  we  fliould  defire  to 
fee  it  repeated.  Every  rebellion  fubdued,  and 
plot  difcovered,  contribute  to  the  firmer  eftablifh- 
inent  of  the  Prince.  In  the  latter  cafe,  the  knot 
of  confpirators  is  entirely  broke,  and  they  are  to 

begin 
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begin  their  work  a-new,  under  a  thoufand  difad- 
vantages  :  So  that  thofe  diligent  inquiries  into  re- 
mote and  problematical  guilt,  with  a  new  power 
of  enforcing  them  by  chains  and  dungeons,  to 
every  perfon  whofe  face  a  minifter  thinks  fit  to 
diflike,  are  not  only  oppofite  to  that  maxim, 
which  declareth  it  better  that  ten  guilty  men 
fhould  efcape,  than  one  innocent  fuffer ;  but  like- 
wife,  leave  a  gate  wide  open  to  the  whole  tribe 
of  informers,  the  moft  accurfed,  and  proftitute, 
and  abandoned  race,  that  God  ever  permitted  to 
plague  mankind. 

It  is  true  the  Romans  had  a  cuftom  of  chuflng 
a  dictator,  during  whofe  adminiftration  the  pow- 
er of  other  magiftrates  was  fufpended.  But  this 
was  done  upon  the  greateft  emergencies  j  a  war 
near  their  doors,  or  fome  civil  diflention  ;  for 
armies  muft  be  governed  by  arbitrary  power. 
But  when  the  virtue  of  that  commonwealth  gave 
place  to  luxury  and  ambition,  this  very  office  of 
dictator  became  perpetual,  in  the  perfons  of  the 
Caefars  and  their  fucceflbrs,  _the  moft  infamous 
tyrants  that  have  any  where  appeared  in  ftory. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  fentiments  I  had  relat- 
ing to  public  affairs,  while  I  was  in  the  world. 
What  they  are  at  prefent,  is  of  little  importance 
either  to  that  or  myfelf.  Neither  can  I  truly  fay 
I  have  any  at  all ;  or,  if  I  had,  I  dare  not  ven- 
ture to  publifh  them :  For  however  orthodox 
they  may  be  while  I  am  now  writing,  they  may 
become  criminal  enough  to  bring  me  into  trou- 
ble 
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ble  before  midfummer.  And  Indeed  I  have  often 
wiflied,  for  fome  time  paft,  that  a  political  cate- 
chifm  might  be  published  by  authority  four  times 
a-year,  in  order  to  inftruct  us  how  we  are  to 
fpeak,  write,  and  aft,  during  the  current  quar- 
ter. I  have  by  experience  felt  the  want  of  fuch 
an  inftrudtor  :  For,  intending  to  make  my  court 
to  fome  people  on  the  prevailing  fide,  by  advan- 
cing certain  old  Whiggifh  principles,  which  it 
feems  had  been  exploded  about  a  month  before, 
I  have  pa{Ted  for  a  difaffecled  perfon.  I  am  not 
ignorant  how  idle  a  thing  it  is,  for  a  man  in  ob- 
fcurity  to  attempt  defending  his  reputation  as  a 
writer,  while  the  fpirit  of  faction  hath  fo  univer- 
fally  pofleffed  the  minds  of  men,  that  they  arc 
not  at  leifure  to  attend  to  any  thing  elfe.  They 
will  juft  give  themfelves  time  to  lybel  and  accufe 
me,  but  cannot  fpare  a  minute  to  hear  my  de- 
fence. So,  in  a  plot-difcovering  age,  I  have  often 
known  an  innocent  man  feized  and  imprifoned, 
and  forced  to  lye  feveral  months  in  chains,  while 
the  minifters  were  not  at  leifure  to  hear  his  peti- 
tion, until  they  had  profecuted  and  hanged  the 
number  propofed. 

AW  I  can  reafonably  hope  for  by  this  letter,  is 
to  convince  my  friends,  and  others  who  are 
pleafed  to  wifh  me  well,  that  I  have  neither  been 
fo  ill  a  fubjecl,  nor  fo  flupid  an  author,  as  I 
have  been  reprefented  by  the  virulence  of  lybel- 
lers  ;  whofe  malice  hath  taken  the  fame  train  in 
both,  by  fathering  dangerous  principles  in  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  upon  me  which  I  never  maintained, 
and  infipid  productions  which  I  am  not  capable 
of  writing.  For  however  I  may  have  been'  Toured 
by  perfonal  ill  treatment,  or  by  melancholy  pro- 
fpeclis  for  the  public,  I  am  too  much  a  politician 
to  expofe-my  own  fafety  by  ofFeafive  words. 
And  if  my  genius  and  fpirit  be  funk  by  increafing 
years,  I  have  at  leaft  difcretion  enough  left,  not 
to  miftake  the  meafure  of  my  own  abilities,  by  at- 
tempting fubjects  where  thole  talents  are  neceira- 
ry,  which  perhaps  I  may  have  loft  with  my  youth. 


LETTER      CCXCIII. 

SIR.    CONSTANTINE    PHIPPS    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,          Crmofid- Street,  Jan.  14,    1720-21. 

HAVING  been  a  little  indifpofed,  I  went  at 
Chriftmas  into  the  country,  which  pre- 
vented me  from  fooner  acknowledging   the  fa- 
vour of  your  letter.     As  to  "Water's   *  cafe,  I 
I  was 

*  Dr  Swift's  printer  :  He  was  profccuted  for  printing  A  Pro- 
pofil  fir  the  uiicxirfi!  ufe  of  tie  T.-'ifa  M<;r?«/"r/r7«rc..-  \  '  •  if. 
trke  to  have  been  written  jr>  1721.  The  Dean,  in  his  letter  to 
Pope,  ch'-fd  January  10,  i;ai,  fays,  That  the  j-.iry  \  r.lch  tried 
him,  had  been  culled  with  the  utmoit  induftiy  ;  but  that,  not- 
'.im  in  Not  guilty..  That  Whitftied, 

the  Jiidte,  fcr:  tl  cm  out  nine  times,  and  kept  them  eleven 
till,  Lung  tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  mercy  ci  the  Judre,  by  ;.  foeciai  verdict.  The  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Lcid  TJeutt..«nt,  foon  after,  upon  nature  advice, 
*nd  permiifion  from  England,  gi  anted  a  Noli  Proji-qui. 
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was  informed  of  it ;  and  the  laft  term  I  fpoke  to 
Mr  Attorney-General  *  about  it  ;  but  Jie  told 
me,  he  could  not  grant  a  writ  of  error  in  a  cri- 
minal cafe,  without  direction  from  the  King  ; 
fo  that  Waters  is  not  like  to  have  much  relief 
from  hence,  and  therefore  I  am  glad  to  have 
fome  hopes  it  will  drop  in  Ireland.  I  think  the 
Chief  Juftice  f  fhould  have  that  regard  to  his 
own  reputation,  to  let  it  go  off  fo  ;  for  I  believe 
the  oldeft  man  alive,  or  any  law-book,  cannot 
give  any  inftance  of  fuch  a  proceeding.  I  was 
informed  who  was  ^limed  at  by  the  profecution, 
which  made  me  very  zealous  in  it  ;  which  I 
fhall  be  in  every  thing,  wherein  I  can  be  fcr- 
viccable  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom  no  body 
has  a  greater  efte.v/i,  than  your  moft  humble  and 
moil  obedient  lervunt,  CON. .  PHlPPSi 


.LETTER      CCXCIV.    . 

MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,     Wejlminfler^  Feb.  28,  1720-21. 

IF  1  am  to  chide  you  for  not  writing  to  me, 
or  beg  your  pardon  that   I  have  not  writ  to 
you,  is  a  qu.  .:<>•;;  f..r  our  correspondence  has 
been  fo  long   interrupted,  that   I  fwear  I  don!t 
know  which  of  us  \vrotc  laft.      In  all  cafes,  I 
afiure  .you  of  my  continual  friendfhip,  and  kind- 
VOL.  XV.  A  a  cil 

*  Sir  Robert  Raymond.          f  Whitfhcd. 
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eft  remembrance  of  you  ;  and,  with  great  plea- 
fure,  expect  the  fame  from  you.  I  have  been 
ill  this  Winter.  Age,  I  find,  comes  on  ;  and 
the  cough  does  not  diminish. 

Nonfum  quails  -tram  bona 

Bub  Regno  Cynarte. Pafs  for  that. 

I  am  tired  with  politics,  and  loft  in  the  South- 
Sea.  The  roaring  of  the  waves,  and  the  mad- 
nefs  of  the  people,  were  juftly  put  together.  I 
can  fend  you  no  fort  of  news,  that  holds  either 
connection  or  fenfe.  It  is  all  wilder  than  St 
Anthony's  dream  ;  and  the  bagatelle  is  more  folid 
than  any  thing,  that  has  been  endeavoured  here 

this  year.  Our  old  friend  Ox is  not  well, 

and  continues  in  Herefordfhire.  John  of  Bucks  * 
died  1'aft  week,  and  Conningfby  was  fent  laft 
week  to  the  Tower.  I  frequently  drink  your 
health  with  Lord  Harley,  who  is  always  the  fame 
good  man,  and  grows  daily  more  beloved  as 
more  universally  known.  I  do  fo  too  with  our 
lioneft  good-natured  friend  Ford,  'whom  I  love 
for  many  good  reafons,  and  particularly  for  that 
he  loves  you. 

How  do  you  do  as  to  your  health  ?  Are  we  to 
fee  you  this  Summer  ?  Anfwer  me  thefe  queftions. 
Give  my  fervice  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to 
be  ever,  with  great  truth  and  efteem,  dear  Sir, 
your's,  M.  PRIOR. 

LET- 

*  John  Sheffield,  Duke  of  Buckinghamfliire. 
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MR    PRIOR    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,         Weftminjler,  April  25,    1721. 

I  KNOW  very  well,  that  you  can  write  a  good 
letter,  if  you  have  a-mind  to  it ;  but  that 
is  not  the  queftion.  A  letter  from  you  fome- 
times,  is  what  I  defire.  Referve  your  tropes 
and  periods  for  thofe  you  love  lefs  ;  and  let-  me 
hear  how  you  do,  in  whatever  humour  you  are  ; 
whether  lending  you  money  to  the  butchers, 
protecting  the  weavers,  treating  the  women,  or 
conftruing  propria  qnx  marllus  to  the  country- 
curate.  You  and  I  are  fo  eftablifhed  authors, 
that  we  may  write  what  we  will,  without  fear  of 
cenfure ;  and  if  we  have  not  lived  long  enough  to 
prefer  the  bagatelle  to  any  thing  elfe,  we  de- 
ferved  to  have  had  our  brains  knocked  out  ten 
years  ago. 

I  have  received  the  money  punctually  of  Mi- 
Dan.  Hays,  have  his  receipt,  and  hereby  return 
you  all  the  thanks,  that  your  friend  (hip  in  that 
affair  ought  to  claim,  and  your  generofity  does 
contemn.  There's  one  turn  for  you  ;  good. 

The  man    you  mentioned   in    your   lart,    has 

been  in   the   country  thefe  two   years,  very  ill  in 

his  health,  and   has   not  for  many  months  been 

out  of  his  chamber ;  yet  what  you  obferve  of 

A  a  2  him 
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him  is  fo  true,  that  his  flcknefs  is  all  accounted 
for  policy,  that  -he  will  not  come  up,  till'  the 
public  diffractions  force  fomebody  or  other 
(whom,  God  knows)  who  will  oblige  fomebody 
elfe  to  fend  for  him  in  open  triumph,  and  fet 
\i\mmJtatuquQprins.  That  in  the  meantime, 
he  has  forefeen  all  that  has  happened  ;  check- 
mated all  the  miniftry ;  and,  to  divert  himfelf 
at  his  leifui-e  hours,  has  laid  all  thofe  lime-tv,  igs 
for  his  neighbour  Conningflby  *,  that  keep  that 
precious  bird  in  the  cage,  out  of  which  himfelf 
flipt  fo  cunningly  and  eafily. 

Things,  and  the  way  of  men's  judging  them, 
vary  fo  much  here,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  give 
you  any  juft  account  of  fome  of  our  friends 
act'.ons.  Rofxen  is  more  than  fufpeclsd  to  have 
given  up  his  party,  as  Sancho  did  his  fubjecls, 
for  fo  much  a  head,  run  portant  Fantre  His 
,caufe,  therefore,  which  is  fomething  originally 
like  that  of  Lutrin,  is  oppofed  or  neglected  by 
his  ancient  friends,  and  openly  fuftained  by  the 
miniftry.  He  cannot  be  lower  in  the  opinion  of 
moft  men,  than  he  is  ;  and  I  wifh  our  friend 
liar f  were  higher  than  he  is. 

Our  young  Harley's  vice  is  no  more  cove- 
toufnefs,  than  plainnefs  of  fneech  is  that  of  his 
coufin  Tom.  His  Lordfhip  is  really  amabiltst 
and  Lady  Harietta  adoranda. 

*  Thomas  Earl  of  "Conningfby,  created  fo  by  King  George  T. 
in  1719. 

f  Lord  Harcourt. 
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I  tell  you  no  news,  but  that  the  whole  is  a 
complication  of  miftakes  in  policy,  and  of  kna- 
very in  the  execution  of  it :  Of  the  minifters  I 
fpeak,  for  the  moft  part,  as  well  ecclefiaftical  as 
civil.  This  is  all  the  truth  I  can  tell  you,  except 
one,  which  I  am  fure  you  will  receive  very  kind- 
ly, that  I  am  ever  your  friend  and  your  fervant, 

M.  P  R  I  O  R. 

Friend  Shelton,  commonly  called  Dear  Dick, 
is  with  me.  We  drink  your  health.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCXCVI. 

DR  SWIFT  TO  [STELLA]  MRS  JOHNSON  *. 

Deanry~houfet  Sunday  morning^  April  30,   1721. 

JAcK  G;IATTAN  faid  nothing  to  me  of  it  till 
la  ft  night  ;  'tis  none  of  my  fault :  How  did 
I  know  but  you  were  to  dine  abroad  ?  You 
ihould  haye  fent  your  meffenger  fooner ;  yes,  I 
think  the  dinner  you  provided  for  yourfelves  may 
do  well  enough  here,  but  pray  fend  it  foon.  I 
wifh  you  would  give  a  body  more  early  warning  ; 
but  you  muft  blame  yourfelves.  Delany  fays  he 
will  come  in  the  evening ;  and  for  aught  I  know 
Sheridan  may  be  here  at  dinner  :  Which  of  you  . 
was  it  undertook  this  frolick  ?  your  letter  hardly- 
explained  your  meaning,  but  at  laft  I  found  it. 
A  a  3  Pray 
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Pray  don't  ferve  me  thefe  tricks  often.  You  may- 
be fure,  if  there  be  a  good  bottle,  you  fhall  have 
it.  I  am  fure  I  never  refufed  you,  and  therefore 
that  reflexion  might  .have  been  fpared.  Pray  be 
more  pofitive  in  your  anfwer  to  this. 

Margoofe,  and  not  Mergoofe :  It  is  fpelt  with 
an  a,  fimpleton.- 

No,  I  am  pretty  well  after  my  walk.  I  am 
glad  the  archdeacon  *  got  home  fafe,  and  I 
hope  you  took  care 'of  him.  'It  was  his  own 
fault ;  how  could  1  kno  ,v  where  he  was  ?  And 
he  could  have  eafily  overtaken  me  5  for  I  walked 
foftly  on  purpofe,  I  told  Delany  I  would. 

I 
L     E    T    T    E    R      CCXCVII. 

REV.  DR   SWIFT   TO   THE   REV.    MR   WALLISf. 

SIR,  Dublin,   Mtiy  13,    1721. 

I  HAD  your  letter^   and   the  copy  of  the   bi- 
fliop's  ;]:  circular  inclofcd,  for  which  I  thank 
you  ;  and  yet   I  will  not  pretend   to  know  any 

thing 

*  Archdeacon  Wall. 

+  Son  of  the  Dean  of  Derry,  and  Vicar  of  Athboy  in  the 
county  of  Meath.  He  died  in  1746. 

\  Dr  Evans,  translated  from  the  fee  of  Parlor  to  that  of 
Meath  in  1715.  la  this  diocefe,  was  the  vicarage  of  Laracor, 
which  Swift  held  with  his  deanty.  ome  diil^otions  hiivinj 
arifen  l-et-,veen  BKhop  Evans  and  his  clergy,  Swift  took  part 
.  with  the  latter.  At  the  firft  vifif.ition  which  he  attended,  liear- 
jnp-  !;is  dioccfan  very  ftvere  in  his  animadverfions  on  a  poor 
curate,  fora  matter  of  little  or  no  importance,  the  Dean  flood 

up, 
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thing  of  it,  and  hope  you  have  not  told  any 
body  what  yqu  did.  I  ihould  be  glad  enough 
to  be  at  the  viiitation,  not  out  of  any  love  to  the 
bufinefs,  or  the  perfon,  but  to  do  my  part  in 
preventing  any  miichief.  But  in  truth  my  health 
xvill  not  fuffer  it  ;  and  you,  who  are  to  be  my 
proxy,  may  fafely  give  it  upon  your  veracity.  I 
am  confident  the  bifhop  would  not  be  difTatisfied 
with  wanting  my  company,  and  yet  he  may  give 
himfelf  airs  when  he  finds  I  am  not  there.  I 
now  employ  myfelf  in  getting  you  a  companion 
to  cure  your  fpleen. 

I  am  your  mod  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 

J.  S  W  I  F  T. 


LETTER      CCXCVIII. 

TO    THE    BISHOP    OF    MEATH. 

MY  LORD,  June  5,   1721. 

I  HAVE  received  an   account  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  ivfufiiig  to   admit   my  proxy  ;it  your 
vifitation,  with  ieveral  circumftances  of  perfonal 
lions  o.i   myfelf,  although  my  proxy  atteft- 
ed  my  v.'.uit  of  health  :  To  confirm  which,  and  to 
l;;y  before   you    the  juflice   and    chriftianity    of 

your 

tip,  and  told  hi  'hat  "  Having  once  l:ren  v.-i: 

«  fn  \\  impi    •  :r  micph'cop/J  !;  havi  ::.-,  !•••     pnld  beVer 

"  ncfs  >f  it    .   .hi ;  and  there  :  i  ordThip' notice,  iL:a  if 

"   1.^  had   any  r;.u!t  to  find  \\i;',  him,  I'c  ;i  t.:l  fn;i  it  ttui,,  as 

<(  he  \n'.s  tu£i.r:r.i.u-d  not  to  attend  uny  c.tlitr 
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your  proceeding,  above  a  hundred  perfons  of 
quality  and  diftincYion  can  witnefc,  that,  fince 
Friday  the  26th  of  May,  I  have  been  tormented 
with  an  ague,  in  as  violent  a  manner  as  poffible, 
which  ftill  continues,  and  forces  me  to  make  ufe 
of  another  hand  in  writing  to  you.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  muft  be  plain  to  tell  you,  that  if  this  acci- 
dent had  not  happened,  I  ihould  have  ufed  all 
endeavours  to  avoid  your  viiitation,  upon  the 
'public  promife  I  made  you  three  years  ago,  and 
the  motives  which  occafioned  it ;  becaufe  I  was 
unwilling  to  bear  any  more  very  injurious  treat- 
ment and  appellations  given  to  my  brethren  or 
myfelf ;  and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  flill 
determined  to  abfent  myfelf  on  the  like  occafions, 
as  far  as  I  can  poflibly  be  difpenfed  with  by  any 
law,  while  your  Lordfhip  is  in  that  diocefe,  ami 
I  a  member  of  it.  In  which  refolution,  I  could 
not  conceive  but  your  Lordfhip  would  be  eafy  : 
Becaufe,  altho'  my  prefence  might  poffibly  con- 
tribute to  your  real  (at  lead  future)  intereft,  I 
was  fure  it  could  not  to  your  prefent  fatisfaction. 
If  I  had  the  happinefs  to  have  been  acquainted 
with  any  one  clergyman  in  the  diocefe,  of  your 
Lordfhip's  principles,  I  mould  have  defired  him 
to  reprefent  me  with  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  :  But 
I  wifh  you  would  fometimes  think  it  convenient 
to  diftinguifh  men  as  well  as  principles,  and  not 
look  upon  every  perfon,  who  happens  to  owe 
you  canonical  obedience,  as  if  * 

I 

*  The  remainder  of  this  paragraph  he  has  left  to  the  Bifhep's- 
•\va  copj.i5£lure»  - 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be  Ordinary  over  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  as  eminent  Divines  as  any  in 
this  hi.  .-loni,  who  owe  me  the  fame  obedience 
as  T  o\vc  to  your  Lordihip,  and  are  equally 
bound  to  attend  my  vhltation  ;  y;t  neither  I, 
nor  any  of  my  predecefTors,  to  my  knowledge, 
did  ever  refufe  a  regular  proxy. 

I  am  only  Tony,  that  you,  who  are  of  a  country 
famed  for  good  nature,  have  found  the  way  to 
unite  the  hairy  pnilion  of  your  own  country- 
men f,  with  the  long,  fedate  refentment  of  a 
Spaniard  :  But  I  have  an  honourable  hope,  that 
this  proceeding  has  been  more  o\vin;»  to  party 
tlianjcoropleot'.on.  lam, 
MY  LORD, 

Your  Lord/hip's 

Moft  humble  fen-ant. 


LETTER      CCXCIX. 

LOUD    BOLINGBROKE    TO     DR    SWIFT. 

y.v/y  28,  1721. 

I  NEVER  was  fo  nngry  in  all  my  li^e,  as  I  was 
with  you  laft  week,  on  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  ipth  of  June.  The  extreme  pkafure 
it  gave  me,  takes  away  all  the  excuses  which  1  had 
Invented  for  your  long  neglect.  I  defign  to  re- 
turn my  humble  thanks  to  thofe  men  of  eminent 

gratitude, 

f  The  Eiihop  was  a  Welch  man  ;  liis  narce  Evans. 


286  DEAN    SWIFT's 

gratitude,  and  integrity,  the  Weavers  and  the 
Judges,  and  earneftly  to"intreat  them,  inftead  of 
toffing  you  in  the  perfon  of  your  proxy,  who 
had  need  to  have  iron  ribs  to  endure  all  the 
drubbings  you  will  procure  him,  to  tofs  you-  in 
your  proper  perfon,  the  next  time. you  offsnd, 
by  going  about  to  talk  fenfe,  or  to  do  good  to 
the  rabble.  Is  it  pofllble,  that  one  of  your  age 
and  profeffion  fhould  be  ignorant,  "that  this 
monftrous  bead  has  paflions  to  be  moved,  but 
no  reafon  to  be  appealed  to ;  and  that  plain  truth 
will  influence  half  a  fcore  men  at  moft  in  a  na- 
tion, or  an  age,  while  myftery  will  lead  millions 
by  the  nofe  ? 

Dear  Jonathan,  fince  you  cannot  refolve  to 
write  as  you  preach,  what  public  authority  al- 
lows, what  councils  and  fenates  have  decided  to 
be  orthodox,  inftead  of  what  private  opinion 
fuggefts,  leave  off  inftructing  the  citizens  of  Du- 
blin. Believe  me,  there  is  more  pleafure,  and 
more  merit  too,  in  cultivating  friendfhip,  than 
in  taking  care  of  the  ftate.  Fools  and  knaves 
are  generally  beft  fitted  for  the  laft  ;  and  none 
but  men  of  fenfe  and  virtue  are  capable  of  the 
other.  How  comes  it  then  to  pafs,  that  you, 
who  have  fenfe,  though  you  have  wit  and  virtue, 
though  you  have  kept  bad  company  in  your 
time,  (hould  be  fo  furprifed,  that  I  continue  to 
write  to  you,  and  expecl  to  hear  from  you, 
after  feven  years  abfence  ? 

Annl  prxdantur  euntes,  fay  you  ;  and  time  will 
lop  off  my  luxuriant  branches.  Perhaps  it  will  be 

fo. 
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fo.  But  I  have  put  the  pruning-hook  into  an 
hand,  which  works  hard  to  leave  the  other  as 
little  to  do  of  that  kind  as  may  be.  Some  fuper- 
fluous  twigs  are  every  day  cut  ;  and,  as  they 
leflen  in  number,  the  bough  which  bears  the 
golden  fruit  of  friendflaip,  flioots,  fwells,  and 
fpreads. 

Our  friend  told  you  what  he  heard,  and  what 
was  commonly  faid,  when  he  told  you  that  I  had 
taken  the  fancy  of  growing  rich.  If  I  could  have 
refolved  to  think  two  minutes  a  day  about  flocks, 
to  flatter  law  *  half  an  hour  a  week,  or  to  have 
any  obligation  to  people  I  neither  loved  nor  va- 
lued, certain  it  is,  that  I  might  have  gained  im- 
menfely.  But  not  caring  to  follow  the  many 
bright  examples  of  thefe  kinds,  which  France 
furnifhed,  and  which  England  fent  us  over,  I 
turned  the  little  money  I  had  of  my  own,  with- 
out being  let  into  any  fe'cret,  very  negligently:  And 
if  I  have  fecured  enough  to  content  me,  it  was 
becaufe  I  was  foon  contented.  I  am  forry  to  hear 
you  confefs,  that'thc  love  of  money  has  got  into 
your  head ;  take  care,  or  it  will,  erelong,  fink 
into  your  heart,  the  proper  feat  of  paffions.  Pla- 
to, whom  you  cite,  looked  upon  riches,  and  the 
other  advantages  of  fortune, .  to  be  defireable  : 
But  he  declared,  as  you  have  read  in  Diogenes 
L,aertius ;  En  etfi  non  ajltierint^  nihilominus  tanien 
beat um  fore  fapientein.  You  may  think  it,  per- 
haps, 

*  The  projedlov  of  the  Mifllffippi  fcheme  in  France,  which 
produced  the  South-fca  fcheme  here. 
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haps,  hard  to  reconcile  his  two  journies  into 
iSicily  with  this  maxim,  efpecially  fince  he  got 
fourfcore  talents  of  the  tyrant.  But  I  can  aflure 
you,  that  he  went  to  the  elder  Dionyfius,  only  to 
buy  books  ;  and  to  the  younger,  only  to  borrow 
a  piece  of  ground,  and  a  number  of  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  to  try  his  Utopia.  Ariftip- 
pus  was  in  Sicily  at  the  fame  time ;  and  there  paf- 
fed  fome  Billingfgate  between  thefe  reverend  per- 
fons.  This  phiioibher  had  a  much  ftronger 
fancy  to  grow  rich,  than  Piato  :  He  flattered, 
he  cracked  jefts,  and  danced  over  a  ftick,  to  get 
fome  or  the  Sicilian  gold  ;  but  ftill  even  he  took 
care,  fibi  res,  -  non  fe  rebus  fubmiltere.  A.nd  I  re- 
member, with  great  edification,  how  he  reproved 
one  of  his  catechumens,  who  blufhed,  and  ihrunk 
back,  when  his  niafter  (hewed  him  the  way 'to  the 
..bawdy-houfe.  Non  ingrtdi  turpe  £/?,  fed  egredi 
,,,.,  ,,,ye  flirpe  fjl.  The  concludon  of  all  is  this  ; 
tin  bonnette  bomine  o;ig,ht  to  have  cente  m'tlle  li-vres 
de  •  ;ife>  if  you  pleafe  ;  but  a  wife  man  will  be 
happy  xvith  the  hundredth  part.  Let  us  not  re- 
fr.,'j  riches,  when  taey  offer  themfclves  ;  but  let 
us  give  them  no  room  in  our  heads,  or  our 
hearts.  Let  us  enjoy  wealth,  without  fufFering 
it  to  become  neceffary  to  us  :  And,  to  finilh  with 
one  of  Seneca's  quaint"  fentences,  "  Let  us  place 
it  fo,  that  fortune  may  take  it  without  tearing  it 
from  us."  The  paiiage  yo*u  mention,  does  follow 
that  which  I  quoted  to  you,  and  the  advice  is 
good.  Solon  thought  fo  ;  nay,  he  went  further  : 
i  And 
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And  you  remember  the  reafon  he  gave  for  fitting 
in  the  Council  of  Pififtratus,  whom  he  had  done 
his  utmoft  to  oppofe  ;  and  who,  by  the  way, 
proved  a  very  good  Prince.  But  the  epiflie  is 
not  writ  by  Cicero,  as  you  feem  to  think.  It  is, 
if  I  miftake  not,  an  epiftle  of  Dolabella  to  him. 
Cato,  you  fay,  would  not  be  of  the  fame  mind. 
Cato  is  a  moft  venerable  name,  and  Dolabella 
was  but  a  fcoundrel,  with  wit  and  valour  ;  and 
yet  there  is  better  fenfe,  nay  there  is  more  virtue, 
in  what  Dolabella  advifes,  than  in  the  conduct  of 
Cato.  I  muft  own  iny  weaknefs  to  you.  This 
Cato,  fo  fung  by  Lucan  in  every  page,  and  fo 
much  better  fung  by  Virgil  in  half  a  line,  ftrikes 
me  with  no  great  refpect.  When  I  fee  him  paint-  - 
ed  in  all  the  glorious  colours,  which  eloquence 
furaifhes,  I  call  to  mind  that  image  of  him, 
which  Fully  gives  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Atticus, 
or  to  fomebody  elfe  ;  where  he  fays,  that  having  a 
mind  to  keep  a  debate  from  coming  on  in  the 
Senate,  they  made  Cato  rife  to  fpeak,  and  that 
he  talked  till  the  hour  of  proposing  matters  was 
over.  Tully  inflnuates,  that  they  often  made  this 
life  of  him.  Does  not  the  moving  picture  fluft  ? 
Do  you  not  behold  Clarke  of  Tauntondean,  in  the 
gown  of  a  Roman  Senator,  fending  out  the  mem- 
bers to  pifs  ?  The  cenfor  ufed  fharp  medicines  ; 
bur,  ia  his  time,  the  patient  had  ftrength  to  bear 
them.  The  fecond  Cato  inherited  this  receipt 
without  his  fkill ;  and,  l;!;e  a  true  quack,  he  gave 
the  remedy,  becaufe  it  was  his  only  one-,  though 
VOL.  XV.  C  b  'it 
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it  was  too  late.  He  haftened  the  patient's  death  ; 
he  not  only  haftened  it,  but  he  made  it  more  con- 
vulfive  and  painful. 

The  condition  of  your  wretched  country,  13 
worfe  than  you  reprefent  it  to  be.  The  healthful 
Indian  follows  his  matter,  who  died  of  ficknefs, 
to  the  grave  ;  but  1  much  doubt,  whether  thofe 
charitable  legiflators  exact  the  fame,  when  the 
matter  is  a  lunatic,  and  cuts  his  own  throat.  I 
mourn  over  Ireland  with  all  my  heart,  but  I  pity 
you  more.  In  reading  your  letter,  I  feel  your 
pulfe  :  And  I  judge  of  your  diftemper, -as  furely 
by  the  figm-es  into  which  you  caft  your  ink,  as 
the  learned  doctor,  at  the  hand,  and  the  urinal 
could  do,  if  he  pored  over  your  water.  You  are 
really  in  a  very  bad  way.  You  fay  your  me- 
mory declines -,  I  believe  it  does,  fince  you  for- 
get your  friends,  and  fince  repeated  importunity 
can  hardly  draw  a  token  of  remembrance  from 
you.  There  are  bad  airs  for  the  mind,  as  well 
as  the  body  :  And  what  do  you  imagine,  that 
Plato,  fince  you  have  fet  me  upon  quoting  h\m, 
(who  thanked  Heaven  that  he  was  not  a  Boeotian), 
would  have  faid  of  the  vhtma  Thule  ?  Shake 
oft*  your  lazinefs,  ramble  over  hither,  and  fpend 
fome  months  in  a  kinder  climate.  You  will  be 
in  danger  of  meeting  but  one  plague  here,  and 
you  will  leave  many  behind  you.  Here  you  will 
come  among  people  who  lead  a  life  fingular  enough 
to  hit  your  humour,  fo  near  the  world  as  to  have 
all  its  conveniencies,  fo  far  from  the  world  as  to 
be  a  ftranger  to  all  its  inconveniencies,  wanting 

nothing 
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nothing  which  goes  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of 
life,  embarafled  by  nothing  which  is  cumberfome. 
1  dare  almoft  venture  to  fay,  that  you  will  like  U3 
better  than  the  perfons  you  live  with,  and  that 
we  {hall  be  able  to  make  you  retrograde  (that  I 
may  ufe  a  canonical  (imile)  as  the  fun  did  on 
the  dial  of  Hezechias,  and  begin  a-new  the 
twelve  years  which  you  complain  are  gone.  We 
will  reftore  to  you  the  nigros  anguJJo  fronts  ccpll- 
los ;  and,  with  them,  the  duke  loqui,  the  tidere 
decorum,  et  inter  -vinit  fugam  Cynane  mcerere  pro- 

.     PL?c  eft  vita  fell, 
•L'iqiu',  and  not  your's. 

I  was  going  to  fiaifh  with  my  flieet  of  paper  j 
but  having  bethought  myfelf,  that  you  deferve 
fome  more  puniihment,  and  calling  all  my  anger 
againft  you  to  my  aid,  I  refolvc,  iince  I  am  thi* 
morning  in  the  humour  of  fcribbling,  to  make 
my  letter  at  leaft  as  long  as  one  of  your  fermons  ; 
and,  if  you  do  not  mend,  my  next  fhall  be  as 
long  as  one  of  Dr  Manton's  *,  who  taught  my 
youth  to  yawn,  and  prepared  me  to  be  an  High- 
churchman,  that  I  might  never  hear  him  read,, 
nor  read  him  more. 

You   mu ft  know,  that  I  am  as  bufy  about  my 

hermitage,  which  is  between  the  Chateau  and  the 

Maifon  Bourgeoife,  as  if  I  was  to  pafs  my  life  in 

B  b  2  it  : 

*  Thomas  Manton,  D.  D.  who  had   been   eje£K'd   from  the 
reftory  of  Covcnt-jaiden,  for  Non-conformity,  after  the  Refto- 
ration.      He  \vasa  voluminous  writer  in  Divinity,  and  [v 
a  large  folio  of  Sermons,  on  the  CXIXth  Pfulm. 


292  DEAN     SWIFT's 

it  :  And,  if  I  could  fee  you  now  and  then,  I 
fhould  be  willing  enough  to  do  fo.  I  have  in  my 
wood,  the  biggeft  and  cleareft  fpring  perhaps  in 
Europe,  which  forms,  before  it  leaves  the  park, 
a  more  beautiful  river  than  any  which  flows  in 
Greek  or  Latin  verfe.  I  have  a  thoufund  projects 
about  this  fpring,  and,  among  others,  one  which 
will  employ  forne  marble.  Now,  marble,  you 
know,  makes  one  think'  of  infcriptions  :  And  if 
you  will  correct  this,  which  I  have  not  yet  com- 
mitted to  paper,  it  fhall  be  graved,  and  help  to 
fill  the  table-books  of  Spons  and  Miflbns  f  yet  to 
come. 

Propter  fidem  ad-verfus  reginam,  et  paries, 

Intemerats  fervatam, 
Propter  operam,  in  pace  generali  conciliandu 

Strenuefaltem  navatamt 
Impotentia  vefang  fafiionis 

Solum  vertere  coaElns^ 
Hie  ad  aqua  lene  caput  facra 
Injufte  exulat. 
Dulce  viwt 
H.  De  B.An.  &c. 

Ob  were  better  than  proptert  but  ob  opsram 
would  never  pleafe  the  ear.  In  a  proper  place, 
before  the  front  of  the  houfe,  which  I  have  new 

built, 

*  James  Spon,  M.  D.  and  Maximilian  Miflbn,  were  two 
eminent  travellers,  who  have  published  their  gravels ;  in  which 
are  in'fcrted  many  infcriptions. 
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built,    I  have    a-mind  to  infcribe  this  piece    of 
patch-work. 

Si  refipifcat  patriat  in  patriam  rediturus  ; 
Si  non  refipifcttty  ubi-vis  melius  quam  inter 

tales  cives  futurus. 
Hanc  villain  inftauro  et  exorno  : 
HinC)  velut  ex  portuy  alienos  caftest 
Et  fortune  litdurn  infolentern^ 

Ccrncre  fnave  eft. 

Hict   mortem  nee  cippetens  nee  titnens, 
Linocuis  dt'liciiS) 
DoElu  quietey, 

et 
Fclicis  anim'i  imtnotj  tranquillitate^ 

Fntifcw. 
Hie  mihi  vivam  quodfupereft,  out  exilii,  ant  tevi. 

If  in  a  year's  time  you  fhould  find  leifure  to 
write  to  me,  fend  me  fome  mottos  for  groves, 
and  ftreams,  and  fine  profpe<fts,  and  retreats,  and 
contempt  of  grandeur,  &c.  I  have  one  for  my 
green-houfes,  and  one  for  an  alley  which  leads- 
to  my  apartment,  which  are  happy  enough.  The 
firft  is,  Hie  ver  ajjidunm  atque  alienis  rnenfibtis  ajlas. 
The  other  is,  fallcntis femita  vit<r. 

You  fee  T  amufe  myfelf  de  la  bagatelle  as  much 
as  you.  But  here  lyes  the  difference:  Your  baga- 
telle leads  to  fomething  better  ;  as  fiddlers  flou- 
rifh  carelefsly,  before  they  play  a  fine  air.  But 
mine  begins,  proceeds,  and  ends  in  bagatelle. 

B  b  3  Adieu.:. 
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Adieu :  It  is  happy  for  you  that  my  hand  is 
tired. 

I'll  take  care  that  you  (hall  have  my  picture, 
and  I  am  fimple  enough  to  be  obliged  to  you  for 
afking  for  it.  If  you  do  n*t  write  to  me  foon, 
I  hope  it  will  fall  down  as  foon  as  you  have  it, 
and  break  your  head. 


LETTER      CCC. 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  Sept.  1,    1721. 

I  DON'T  know  how  to  account  for  your  long 
filence,  unlefs  your  time  has  been  taken  up  in 
making  an  intereft  with  thofe  in  power  here, 
for  one  of  the  two  Archbifhopricks,  that,  weN 
hear,  were  void  ;  (but  I  am  very  glad,  are  not 
fo).  Set  your  heart  at  reft,  for  they  are  pro- 
mifed  ;  and  therefore  you  may  as  well  write  tp  a 
fifter,  when  next  you  honour  this  kingdom  with 
any  dif[/atches.  As  to'any  greater  people,  it  is  a 
fhame  to  think  how  you  have  neglected  thofe  of 
your  own  'houfe.  I  had  once  determined  to 
write  to  you  no  more,  fince  no  anfwer  was  to  be 
expe&ed ;  but  then  revenge  came  into  my  head, 
and  I  was  refolved  to>  teaze  you,  till-at  lad,  to 
be  quiet,  you  would  fend  me  fome  plauiible  ex- 
cufe  at  leaft,  for  never  enquiring  after  brother 
or  lifter. 

I 
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I  wonJer  when  you'll  be  good-natured  enough 
to  come  and  fee  how  we  do  j  but  Ireland  has 
fuch  powerful  charms,  that  I  queftion  whether 
you  would  Leave  it  to  be  one  of  our  Archbuhops. 
I  was  at  your  brother  Arran's  *  a  good  while  this 
Summer,  and  have  been  much  upon  the  ramble, 
or  elfe  you'd  have  fooner  had  thefe  juft  re- 
proaches from  me ;  whom  you  have  no  way  of 
appealing,  but  by  a  letter  of  at  lead  four  fides  of 
paper :  Though  i  am  fo  good  a  Chriftian,  upon 
this  occalion,  as  to  be,  notwithftanding  all  this 
ill  treatment,  Sir,  your  mofl  lincere  friend,  and 
humble  fervant,  M.  ORMOND. 


L  '  E    T    T    E    R       CCCI. 

LOUD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Jan.  I,    1721-2. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  2pth  of  Sep- 
tember, above  a  fortnight  ago  •,  and  (hould 
have  fet  you  an  cxim..ue,  by  anfvvering  it  imme- 
diately, (wiiich  I  do  not  re.nember  you  ever  fet 
me)  "if  I  had  not  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
filence  and  quiet  of  tL  .  i  id  to 

truft  myielf  into  the  hurry  and  rabble  of  an  im- 
pevtia.at  to-.va.  In  leis  than  ten  days,  which  I 
'ipcnt  at  Paris,  I  was  more  than  i  i  the 

P'juit  oL:  leaving  my  builnefj  there  undone  ;  and 

yet 

*  Another  of  the  fixtcen. 
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yet  this  bufinefs  was  to  fave  four-fifths  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  which  I  have  on  the 
town-houfe ;  reftes  miferables  du  naufrage  de  ma 
fortune.  Luckily  I  had  the  fear  of  you  before 
my  eyes ;  and  though  I  canffot  hope  to  deferve 
your  eflcem  by  growing  rich,  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  avoid  your  contempt  by  growing  poor. 
The  expreffion  is  equivocal ;  a  fault,  which  our 
language  often  betrays  thofe  who  fcribble  hafti- 
ly,  into:  But  your  own  confcience  will  ferve  for 
a  comment,  and  fix  the  fenfe.  Let  me  thank 
you  for  remembering  me  in  your  prayers,  and 
for  ufing  -your  credit  above  fo  generoufly  in  my 
behalf.  To  defpife  riches  with  Seneca's  purfe, 
is  to  have  at  once  all  the  advantages  of  fortune 
and  philofophy. 

£hiid  voveat  dulct  nutricula  majus  alumno  ? 

You  are  not  like  H.  Guy  *,  who,  among 
other  excellent  pieces  of  advice,  gave  me  this-, 
when  I  firft  came  out  to  Court :  To  be  very  mo- 
derate and  modeft  in  my  applications  for  my 
friends,  and  very  greedy  and  importunate  when 
I  aflced  for  myfelf.  You  call  Tully  names,  to 
revenge  Cato's  quarrel  ;  and  to  revenge  Tully's, 

I 

*  Henry  Guy,  who  had  been  fecretary  to  the  Treafury  dur- 
ing three  fucceffive  reigns.  He  died  February  23,  lyro,  and 
left  to  William  Pulteney,  Efq  ;  late  Earl  of  Bath,  near  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  with  an  eftate  of  about  five  hundred  pounds  a- 
year :  As  the  latter  owns,  in  his  Atifwcr  to  one  fart  of  a  lake  sn- 
famovs  lylel,  &c.  publifhed  in  1731,  p.  30. 
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I  am  ready  to  fall  foul  on  Seneca.  You  Church- 
men have  cried  him  up  for  a  great  faint  ;  and, 
as  if  you  imagined,  that  to  have  it  -believed,  he 
had  ii  month's  mind  to  be  a  Chriftian,  would  r«» 
II. ct  fome  honour  oft  ChrhUiniiy,  you  employed 
one  of  thofe  pious  frauds,  fo  frequently  pr.ictifed 
in  the  days  of  primitive  fimplicity  to  impofe  on 
the  world,  a  pretended  correfpondence  between 
him  and  .the  great  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  f. 
Your  partiality  in  his  favour,  fhall  biai's  me  no 
more,  than  the  pique  which  Dion  Cafilus  and 
Others  flie\v  againfthim.  Like  an  equitable  judge, 
I  fh.ill  only  tax  him  with  avarice  in  his  pro- 
fpeiity,  adulation  in  his  adverfity,  and  affcct.uioii 
in  every  ftate  of  life.  V.'"as  I  coniklcrable  enough 
to  be  baniilied  from  my  country,  methinks  I 
would  not  purchafe  my  reftoration,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  writing  fuch  a  letter  fo  the  Prince  him- 
felf,  as  your  Chriftian  Stoic  wrote  to  the  Em- 
peror's (lave  Polybius  J.  Thus  I  think  of  the 
man  ;  and  yet  I  read  the  author  with  pleafure, 
though  i  join  in  condemning  thofe  points  which 
he  .introduced  into  the  Latin  ftile  ;  thofe  eternal 
witticifms,  ftrung  like  beads  together  ;  and  that 

impudent 

f  It  confifts  of  thirteen   letters,  which  Teemed  to  St  Jerome 
and  St  Ansuftine  to  have  Leen  genuine.    Bi:t  I)u  Pin  ( \ 
jy,bllolbfj".-:  des  dulcun  Ecdeji.ijLp'CS,   Tom.  1.  f.  24.  Edit.  1690, 

of  the 

or  Bliilofopher,  and  have  not  the  lead  refernllance  to 
tl.c  it,  le  of  cither.  This  is  likevviie  the  judgment  of  the  mort 
learned  among  the  modern  critics. 

|  Seneca  dc  Coofolatione  ad  Polybiutn. 
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impudent  manner  of  talking  to  the  paffions,  .be- 
fore he  has  gone  about  to  convince  the  judge- 
ment j  which  Erafmus,  if  I  remember  right,  ob- 
jects to  him.  He  is  feldom  inftrucYive,  but  he 
is  perpetually  entertaining  ;  and  when  he  gives 
you  no  new  idea,  he  reflects  your  own  back  up- 
on you  with  new  luftre.  I  have  lately  wrote  an 
excellent  treatife  in  praife  of  exile  *.  Many  of 
the  hints  are  taken  from  Confolatio  ad  Hehiamy 
and  other  parts  of  his  works.  The  whole  is 
turned  on  his  ftile  and  manner  ;  and  there  is 
much  of  the  fpirit  of  the  portique,  as  I  could 
infufe,  without  running  too  far  in  the  mirabiliat 
inopinata,  et  paradoxa  ;  which  Tully,  and  I  think 
Seneca  himfelf,  ridicules  the  fchool  of  Zeno  for. 
That  you  may  laugh  at  me  in  your  turn,  I  own 
ingenuoufly,  that  I  began  in  jeft,  grew  ferious  at 
the  third  or  fourth  page,  and  convinced  myfelf, 
before  I  had  done,  of  what  perhaps  I  ihall  ne- 
ver convince  any  other,  that  a  man  of  fenfe  and 
virtue  may  be  unfortunate,  but  can  never  be  un- 
happy. Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  I  have  a 
mind  to  quarrel  with  Ariftippus :  He  is  flill  my 
favourite  among  the  philofophers  ;  and  if  I  find 
fome  faults  in  him,  they  are  few  and  venial. 

You  do  me  much  honour,  in  faying  that  I  put 
you  in  mind  of  Lord  Digby  f  j  but  fay  it  to  no 

one 

*  It  is  printed  in  his  works,  under  the  title  of  Refaftions  upon 
Exile. 

f  George  Lord  Digby,  afterwards  Earl  of  Rriftol.  Dr  Swift, 
io  a  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbrpke,  dated  Aprjl  5,  1719,  and  print- 
ed 
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one  elfe,  for  fear  of  paffing  for  partial  in  your 
parallels,    which   has  done  Plutarch  more  hurt 
than  it  has  done  good  to  his  Grecian  heroes.     I 
had   forgot,  or  I  never  knew,   the   remarkable 
fage  which  you  mention.     Great  virtue,  unjuftly 
perfecuted,    may  hold  fuch  language,  and   will 
be  heard  with  applaufe,  with   general   applaufe 
I  mean,  not  univerfal.     There  was  at  Athens,  a 
wretch,  who  fpit  in  the  face  of  Ariftides,  as  he 
marched  firm,  calm,  and  almoft  gay,  to  execu- 
tion.     Perhaps  there  was  not  another  man  a- 
mong   the   Athenians,  capable  of  the  fame  vile 
action.     And  for  the  honour  of  my  country,  I 
will  believe,  that  there  are  few  men  in  England, 
befides  Lord   Oxford,    capable  of  hearing  that 
ftrain  of  eloquence,  without  admiration.     There 
is  a  fort  of  kindred  in  fouls,  and  they  are  divided 
into  more  families  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine. 
Digby  and  Harley  are  abfolute  ftrangers  to  one 
another.     Touch  an  unifon,  and  all  the  unifons 
will  give  the  fame  found  j  but  you  may  thrum 
a  lute  till  your  fingers   are   fore,  and  you  will 
draw  no  found  out  of  a  Jew's  harp. 

I  thank  you  for  correcting  my  infcriptions, 
and  I  thank  you  frill  more  for  promifing  to 
Anther  up  mottos  for  me,  and  to  write  often  to 
me.  I  am  as  little  given  to  beg  correfpondents, 
as  you  are  to  beg  pictures  ;  but  fince  I  cannot 
live  with  you,  I  would  fain  hear  from  you.  To 

grow 

cd  in  his  works,  fryles  Lord  Digby  the  prototype  of  Lord  Boling- 
fcroke. 
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grow  old  with  good  fenfe,  and  a  good  friend,  was 
the  wilh  of  Thales  ;  I  add,  with  good  health  : 
To  enjoy  but  one  and  a  half  of  thefe  three,  is 
hard.  I  have  heard  of  Prior's  death  *,  and  of 
his  epitaph  f ;  and  have  feen  a  Grange  book, 
writ  by  a  grave  and  eloquent  Doctor  j,  about  the 
Duke  of  Buckinghamfhire.  People,  who  talk 
much  in  that  moment,  can  have,  as  I  believe, 
but  one  of  thefe  two  principles,  fear  or  vanity. 
It  is  therefore  much  better  to  hold  one's  tongue. 
I  am  ferry  that  the  firft  of  thefe  perfons,  our 
old  acquaintance  Matt,  lived  fo  poor  as  you  re- 
prefent  him.  I  thought  that  a  certain  Lord  |(, 
i  whofe 

*  He  clied  September  18,  1721. 

f  In  the  following  tiipkl,  written  by  himfelf : 

"  To  me  'tis  given  to  die  ;   to  you  'tis  given  ") 

"  To  live.      Alas!  one  moment  ftts  us  even.         £ 

"  Mark  how  impartial  is  t-he  will  of  Heaven  !"     •? 

Bifliop  Atterbury,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Pope,  cnted  Sept.  27, 
1721,  fays  :  "  I  will,  take  care  to  make  good,  in  every  refpeft, 
"  -.vi  r.t  !  faid  to  him  when  livhg,  particularly  as  to  the  triplet 
"  he  wrote  for  his  own  epitaph  ;  wiiieh,  while  we  were  on  good 
"  terms.  I  promlfrd  him  fhoul.l  never  appear  on  his  tomb 
I  was  dean  of  '. 

|  Richard  Fitldes,  D.  D.  puoliflied  in  1721,  in  n<ftavo,  "  A 
"  Letter  in  anT.vcf  to  one  from  a  Free-thinker,  occafioned  by 
"  the  i  hire's  Epitaph;  wherein  cer- 

"  tain  pafidgeA  i  i  it,  that  have  been  thought  exceptionable,  are 
"  ri  idicatedj  :r-.cl  the  Doctrine  of  t!ie  foul's  Immortaiity  afleft- 
"  ed,  ccc."— Ti.is  was  followed  by  "  A  fecond  Letter,"  publiili- 

Urfcy,     v.  l,;i    m:inied,    in    C'u'i/er    1713, 

tlie  I...it'y  I-Jennetta  Cnv.:idiili  hollos,  only  daughter  and  heir 
of  John  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 
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tvhofe  marriage  with  a  certain  heirefs  was  the 
ultimate  end  of  a  certain  adminiftration,  had 
put  him  above  want.  Prior  might  juftly  enough 
have  addrefied  himfelf  to  his  young  patron,  as 
our  friend  Ariftippus  did  to  Dionyfius  :  "  You 
"  have  money,  which  I  want.  I  have  wit  and 
'"  knowledge,  which  you  want."  I  long  to  fee 
your  travels  *  ;  for  take  it  as  you  will,  I  do  not 
retract  what  I  faid,  I  will  undertake  to  find,  in 
two  pages  of  your  bagatelles,  more  good  fenfe, 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  true  religion,  than  you 
can  (hew  me  in  the  works  of  nineteen  in  twenty 
of  the  profound  divines  and  philofophers  of  the 
age. 

I  am  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  in  a  month  or 
fix  weeks  time,  and  from  thence  will  fend  you 
my  picture.  Would  to  Heaven  I  could  fend  you 
as  like  a  piclure  of  my  mind  !  You  would  find 
yourfelf,  in  that  draught,  the  object  of  the  trueft 
efteem,  and  the  fincereft  friendihip. 


LETTER      CCCII. 

DR    SXAPE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Windfor,  April  13,   1722. 

I  TAKE  the  opportunity  of  two  of  our  choir 
going   over    to   try   their   fortune   in   your 
country,    at  once  to  return    my   thanks   for   a 
VOL.  XV.  C  c  very 

*  Gulliver's. 
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very  obliging  letter  you  favoured  me  with  fomc 
years  ago,  and  your  kind  interpretation  of  my 
endeavours  at  that  time,  to  aiTert  the  caufe  of  our 
eftablifhment  aga'mft  a  prelate  *,  who  was  un- 
dermining it :  And  alfo  to  recommend  to  your 
favour  the  bearer,  Mr  Elford,  who,  upon  the 
encouragement  of  your  worthy  primate,  is  going 
to  fettle  at  Armagh.  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay, 
he  has  the  fame  compafs  of  voice  with- his  late 
brother,  whom  the  good  Queen  fo  much  ad- 
mired j  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  he  has  a 
greater  compafs  of  underftanding ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  that  he  is  a  good  choir-man.  The 
other,  that  bears  him  company,  was  a  very  ufe* 
ful  choirefter  to  us.  His  voice,  fince  its  break- 
ing, is  fomewhat  harfli,  but  I  believe  will  grow 
mellower.  If  you  find  either  of  them  for  your 
purpofe,  efpecially  the  bearer,  when  you  have 
a  vacancy  in  your  church,  I  (hall  be  much  ob- 
liged to  you  for  any  favour  you  are  pleafed  to 
fhew  him,  and  be  ready  to  approve  myfelf,  on 
any  occafion,  Reverend  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  affe&ionate  fervanf, 

A.  S  N  A  P  E. 


LET- 

Bilhop'Hoadly. 
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LETTER      CCCIII. 

TO    THE    EARL    OF    OXFORD. 

MY  LOHD,  October  n,  1722. 

I  OFT  EN  receive  letters,  franked  Oxford,  but 
always  find  them  written  and  fubfcribed  by 
your  Lordfhip's  fervant,  Mynetr.  His  meaning 
is  fome  bulinefs  of  his  own,  wherein  I  am  his  fo- 
licitor  ;  but  he  makes  his  court,  by  giving  me  an 
account  of  the  ftate  of  your  family,— and  perpe- 
tually adds  a  claufe,  that  your  Lordmip  foon  in- 
tends to  write  to  me.  I  knew  you,  indeed,  when. 
you  were  not  fo  nreat  a  man  as  you  are  now  j  I 
mean,  when  you  were  Treafurer :  But  you  are 
grown  fo  proud  (Ince  your  retirement,  that  there 
is  no  enduring  you  ;  and  you  have  reafon,  for 
you  never  acted  fo  difficult  a  part  of  life  before. 
In  the  two  great  fcenes  of  power  and  profecutioa 
you  have  excelled  mankind  ;  and  in  this  retire- 
ment, you  have  moft  injurioufly  forgotten  your 
friends.  Poor  Prior  often  feat  me  his  complaints 
on  this  occafion,  and  I  have  returned  him  mine* 
I  never  courted  your  acquaintance  when  you  go- 
verned Europe,  but  you  courted  mine  ;  and  now 
you  neglect  me,  when  I  ufe  all  my  infinuations  to 
keep  myfelf  in  your  memory.  I  am  very  ienfible, 
that  next  to  receiving  thanks  arfd  compliments, 
there  is  nothing  you  more  hate  than  writing  tet- 
C  c  2  ters  : 
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ters  :  But  fince  I  never  gave  you  thanks,  nor 
made  you  compliments,  I  have  fo  much  more 
merit  than  any  of  thofe  thoufands  whom  you 
have  lefs  obliged,  by  only  making  their  fortunes, 
without  taking  them  into  your  friendship,  as  you 
did  me,  whom  you  always  countenanced  in  too 
public  and  particular  a  manner,  to  be  forgotten, 
cither  by  the  world,  or  myfelf,  for  which  never 
man  was  more  proud,  or  lefs  vain. 

I  have  now  been  ten  years  foliating  for  your 
picture  ;  and,  if  I  had  folicited  you  for  a  thou- 
fand  pounds,  (I  mean  of  your  own  money,  not 
the  public),  I  could  have  prevailed  in  ten  days. 
You  have  given  me  many  hundred  hours  j  Can 
you  not  now  give  me  a  couple  ?  Have  my  morti- 
fications been  fo  few,  or  are  you  fo  malicious  to 
add  a  greater  than  I  ever  yet  fuffered  ?  Did  you 
ever  refufe  me  any  thing  I  alked  you  ?  And  will 
you  now  begin  ?  In  my  confcience,  I  believe,  and, 
by  the  whole  conduct  of  your  life,  I  have  reafon 
to  believe,  that  you  are  too  poor  to  bear  the  ex- 
pence.  I  ever  told  you,  that  I  was  the  richer  man 
of  the  t%vo  ;  and  I  am  now  richer  by  five  hundred 
pounds,  than  I  was  at  the  time  when  I  was  boafting 
at  your  table,  of  my  wealth  before  Diamond  Pitt. 

I  have  hitherto  taken  up  with  a  fcurvy  print 
of  you,'  under  which  I  have  placed  this  lemma  : 


. Veteres  aElus  primamqne  juventam 

Profeqtiar  ?  ad  fefe  mentem  prsefentia  ducunt. 

And 
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And  this  I  will  place  under  your  picture,  when- 
ever you  are  rich  enough  to  fend  it  me.  I  will  only 
promife,  in  return,  that  it  fliall  never  lofe  you 
the  reputation  of  poverty  ;  which  to  one  of  your 
birth,  patrimony,  and  employments,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  glories  of  your  life,  and  fo  fliall  be  cele- 
brated by  me. 

I  intreat  your  Lordfhip,  if  your  leifure  and  your 
health  will  permit,  to  let  me  know,  when  I  can  be 
a  month  with  you  at  Brampton-caftle  ;  becaufe  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs  with  you  that  relates 
to  poiterhy.  Mr  Mynett  has,  for  fome  time,  led 
me  an  uncomfortable  life  with  his  ill  accounts  of 
your  health  j  but,  God  be  thanked  !  his  ftyle  is  of 
late  much  altered  for  the  better. 

My  hearty  and  conftant  prayers  are  perpetually 
offered  up,  for  the  prefervation  of  you,  and  your 
excellent  family.  Pray,  my  Lord,  write  to  me ; 
or  you  never  loved  me,  or  I  have  done  fomethinnj 
to  deferve  your  difpleafure.  My  Lord,  and  Lady- 
Harriot,  my  Brother,  and  Sifter  *,  pretend  to 
atone,  by  making  me  fine  prcfents  ;  but  I  would 
have  his  Lordfhip  know,  that  I  would  value  two> 
of  his  lines,  more  than  two  of  his  manors,  &c. 

C  c  3  LET- 


*  The  members  of  the  Saturday's  Club,  all  called  one  ano- 
ther Brothers,  and  onft-qutatly  their  wives  weie  Sifters  to  the 
fcveral  members. 
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LETTER      CCCIV. 

DR    SWIFT    TO     MR    WALLIS. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  5,  1722. 

YOU  ftole  in  and  out  of  town,  without  fee- 
ing either  the  Ladies  •*,  or  me  f ;  which 
was  very  ungratefully  done,  confidering  the  obli- 
gations you  have  to  us,  for  lodging  and  dieting 
with  you  fo  long.  Why  did  you  not  call  in  a 
morning  at  the  deanry  ?  Befides,  we  reckoned, 
for  certain,  that  you  came  to  flay  a  month  or 
two,  as  "you  told  us  you  intended.  I  hear  you 
were  fo  kind  as  to  be  at  Laracor  £,  where  I  hope 
you  planted  fomething  ;  apd  I  intend  to  be  down 
afrer  Chriftmas,  'where  ||  you  muft  continue  a 
week.  As  for  your  plan,  it  is  very  pretty,  too 
pretty  for  the  ufe  I  intend  to  make  of  Laracor. 
All  I  would  defire  is,  what  I  mention  in  the  pa- 
per 

*  Mrs  Johnfon,  (or  Stella)  and  Mrs  Dingley.  The  former 
was  his  concealed,  but  undoubted  wife,  being  married  to  him  in 
th"  vear  1710,  by  Dr  Afhe,  billiop  of  Clogher,  who  had  been 
his  tutor.  She  died,  January  a;,.  1727-8,  aged  44,  "  abfolute- 
ly  deltroyed,"  as  Lord  Orrery  fays,  "  by  the  peculiarity  of  her 
fate." 

f  And  in  the  original,  no  doubt  by  roiflake. 

\  The  Dean's  vicarage-honfe  there,  where  he  intended  to  make 
feveral  improvements,  is  now  totally  ruined,  though  one  of  his 
biographers  fays>  "  he  left  it  a  convenient  and  agreeable  retreat 
to  his  fucceflbr,  at  a  confiderabie  exjjence." 

jj  The  Dean,  it  may  be  fuppoil-d,  rather  meant  -vb:n, 


CORRESPONDENCE.        307 

per  I  left  you,  except  a  walk  down  to  the  canal. 
I  fuppofe  your  project  would  coft  me  ten  pounds, 
and  a  conilant  gardener.  Pray  come  to  town,  and 
ftay  fome  time,  and  repay  yourfelf  fome  of  your 
dinners.  I  wonder  how  a  'mifchief  you  came  to 
mifs  us.  Why  did  you  not  fet  out  a  Monday, 
like  a  true  country  parfon  ?  Bedde,  you  lay  a 
load  on  us,  in  faying  one  chief  end  of  your  jour- 
ney was  to  Ice  us  ;  but  I  fuppofe  there  might  be 
anotner  motive,  and  you  are  like  the  man  that 
died  of  love  and  the  cholic.  Let  us  know  whe- 
ther you  are  more  or  lefs  monkifh,  how  long 
you  found  yourfelf  better  by  our  company,  and 
how  long  before  yoji  recovered  the  charges  we 
put  you  to.  The  Ladies  afiure  you  of  then  hear- 
ty ftrvices,  and  I  am,  with  great  truth  and  fincc- 
rity, 

Your  moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  S  W  I  F  T. 


LETTER       CCCV. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

Dublin ,  Dec.  22,   1722. 

WHAT  care   we,   whether  you   fwim   or 
fink?  Is  this  a  time  to   talk  of  boats, 
or  a  time  to  fail  in  them,  when  I  am  fhudder- 
ing  ?  or  a  time  to  build  boat-houfes,  or  pay  for 
carriage  ?  No.    But,  towards  Summer,  I  promife 

hereby, 
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hereby,  under  my  hand,  to  fubfcribe  a  (guinea)  * 

fhilling  for  one  ;  or,  if  you  pleafe  me,  what  is 
blotted  out,  or  fomething  thsivabouts  ;  and  the 
Ladies  fhall  fubfcribe  three  thirteens  betwixt 
them,  and  Mrs  Brent  a  penny,  and  Robert  and 

Archy  halfpence  a-piece,  and  the  old  man  and 
woman  a  farthing  each  :  la  fhort,  I  will  be  your 
collector,  and  we  will  fend  it  down  full  of  wine, 
a  fortnight  before  we  go  at  Whitfuntide.  You 
will  make  eight  thoufand  blunders  in  your  plant- 
ing ;  and  who  can  help  it  ?  for  I  cannot  be  with 
you.  My  horfes  eat  hay,  and  I  hold  my  vifita- 
tion  on  January  7th,  juft  in  the  midft  of  Chrift- 
nias.  Mrs  Brent  is  angry 3  and  fwears  as  much  as 
a  fanatic  can  do,  that  fhe  will  fubfcribe  fixpence 

to  your  boat. Well,  I  fhall  be  a  country  man 

when  you  are  not.  We  are  now  at  Mr  fad's 
with  Dan,  and  Sam. ;  and  I  fteal  out  while  they 
are  at  cards,  like  a  lover  writing  to  his  miftrefs. 
We  have  no  news  in  our  town.  The  La- 
dies have  left  us  to-day ;  and  1  promifed  them, 
that  you  would  carry  your  club  to  Arfellagh, 
when  you  are  weary  of  one  another.  You  ex- 
prefs  your  happinefs,  with  grief  in  one  hand,  and 
forrow  in  the  other.  What  fowl  have  you  but 
the  weep  ?  -what  hares,  but  Mrs  Macfadden's 
grey  hairs  ?  what  peafe,  put  your  own  ?  Your 
mutton  and  your  weather  are  both  very  bud, 
and  fo  is  your  weather-mutton.  Wild  fowl  is 

what  we  like. How  will  this  letter  get   to 

you  ? 

*  The  word  (guinea)  is  ftruck  through  with  a  pen  hi  the  copy... 
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you  ? — A  fortnight  good  from  this  morning. 
You  will  find  Quilca  not  the  thing  it  was  laft 
Auguft  ;  no  body  to  relilh  the  lake  ;  no  body 
to  ride  over  the  downs  ;  no  trout  to  be  caught  j 
no  dining  over  a  well ;  no  night  heroics,  no 
morning  epics  j  no  ftolen  hour  when  the  wife  is 
gone  ;  no  creature  to  call  you  names.  Poor 
niiferable  Mr  Sheridan  !  No  blind  harpers  ;  no 
journeys  to  Rantavan  !  Anfwer  all  this,  and  be 
my  magnus  Apclh.  We  have  new  plays,  and 
new  lybds ;  and  nothing  valuable  is  old,  but 
Stella,  whole  bones  (lie  recommends  to  you. 
Dan.  *  defires  to  know  whether  you  faw  the  ad- 

vertifement   of  your  being  robbed. And  fo  I 

conclude.  Your's,  Sec. 


LETTER      CCCVI. 

MR    GAY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London^  Dec.  22,   1722. 

AFTER  every  poft-day,  for  thefe  eight  or 
nine  years,  I  have  been  troubled  with  an 
uneafinefs  of  fpirit,  and  at  laft  I  have  refolvtd 
to  get  rid  of  it,  and  -write  to  you.  I  don't  de- 
fcrve  you  fliould  think  fo  well  of  me  as  I  really 
deferve  ;  for  I  have  not  profeiTed  to  you,  that  I 
love  you  as  much  as  ever  I  did  :  But  you  are  the 
only  perfon  of  my  acquaintance  almoft,  that  docs 

not 
*  The  Rev.  Mr  Dan.  Juckfon. 
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not  know  it.  Whoever  I  fee,  that  comes  from 
Ireland,  the  firft  queftion  I  afk  is  after  your 
health ;  of  which  I  had  the  pleafure  to  hear 
very  lately  from  Mr  Berkeley.  I  think  of  you 
very  often  :  Nobody  wifhes  you  better,  or  longs 
more  to  fee  you.  Duke  Difney,  who  knows 
more  news  than  any  man  alive,  told  me  I  fliould 
certainly  meet  you  at  the  Bath  this  feafon  :  But  I 
had  one  comfort  in  being  difappointed,  that  you 
did  not  want  it  for  your  health.  I  was  there  for 
near  eleven  weeks  for  a  cholic,  that  I  have  been 
often  troubled  with  of  late  j  but  have  not  found 
all  the  benefit  I  expefted. 

I  lodge,  at  prefent,  in  Burlington-houfe,  and 
have  received  many  civilities  from  many  great 
men,  but  very  few  real  benefits.  They  wonder 
at  each  other  for  not  providing  for  me  ;  and  I 
wonder  at  them  all.  Experience  has  given  me 
fome  knowledge  of  them  ;  fo  that  I  can  fay,  that 
it  is  not  in  their  power  to  difappoint  me.  You 
find  I  talk  to  you  of  myfelf ;  I  wifh  you  would 
reply  to  me  in  the  fame  manner,  i  hope,  tho' 
you  have  not  heard  of  me  fo  long,  I  have  not 
loft  my  credit,  with  you  ;  bu,t  that  you  will  think 
of  me  in  the  fame  manner,  as  when  you  efpoufed 
my  caufe  fo  warmly  ;  which  my  gratitude  nevc;r 
can  forget.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moil  obliged 
and  flncere  humble  fervant,  J.  GAY. 

P.  S.  Mr  Pope,  upon  reading  over  this  letter, 
defired  me  to  tell  you,  that  he  has  been  juft  in 
the  fame  fentiments  with  me  in  regard  to  you  j 
and  fliall  never  forget  his  obligations  to  you. 

LET- 
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DR    SWIFT    TO     MR    GAY, 

Dublin,   Jan.   8,    1722-3. 

COMING  home  after  a  (hort  Chriftmas  ram- 
ble, I  found  a  letter  upon  my  table  ;  and 
little  expected,  when  I  opened  it,  to  read  your 
name  at  the  bottom.  The  beft  and  greateft  part 
of  my  life,  until  thefe  laft  eight  years,  I  fpent 
in  England  ;  there  I  made  my  friendships,  and 
there  I  left  my  defires.  I  am  condemned  for 
ever  to  another  country.  What  is  in  prudence 
to  be  done  ?  I  think,  to  be  oblitufque  meorutn, 
oblivifcendiis  et  illis.  What  can  be  the  defign  of 
your  letter  but  malice,  to  wake  me  out  of  a 
fcurvy  deep,  which  however  is  better  than  none? 
I  am  towards  nine  years  older  fince  I  left  you ; 
yet  that  is  the  leaft  of  my  alterations  :  My  bufi- 
nefs,  my  diverfions,  my  converfations,  are  all 
entirely  changed  for  the  worfe,  and  fo  are  my 
ftudies,  and  it\y  amufements  in  writing.  Yet,  after 
all,  this  humdrum  way  of  life  might  be  paflable 
enough,  if  you  would  let  me  alone.  I  {hall  not 
be  able  to  relifh  my  wine,  my  parfons,  my  horfes, 
nor  my  garden,  for  three  months,  until  the  fpirit 
you  have  raifed  (hall  be  diinofiefled.  I  have 
fometimes  wondered,  that  I  have  not  vifited  you; 
but  I  have  been  ftopped  by  too  many  reafons, 
befides  years  and  lazinefs ;  and  yet  thefe  are 

very 
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very  good  ones.  Upon  my  return  after  half  a 
year  amongft  you,  there  would  be  to  me  deftderii 
nee pudor  nee  modus.  I  was  three  years  reconciling 
myfelf  to  the  fcene,  and  the  bufinefs  to  which  for- 
tune had  condemned  me ;  and  ftupidity  was  what 
I  had  recourfe  to.  Betides,  what  a  figure  iliould 
I  make  in  London,  while  my  friends  are  in 
poverty,  exile,  diftrefs,  or  imprifonment,  and  my 
enemies  with  rods  of  iron  ?  Yet  I  often  threaten 
myfelf  with  the  journey,  and  am  every  Summer 
praclifing  to  get  health  to  bear  it :  The  only  in- 
convenience is,  that  I  grow  old  in  the  experiment. 
Although  I  care  not  to  talk  to  you  as  a  Divine, 
yet  1  hope  you  have  not  been  author  of  your 
cholic.  Do  you  drink  bad  wine,  or  keep  bad 
company  ?  Are  you  not  as  many  years  older  as 
I  ?  It  will  hot  be  always,  Et  tibi  qitos  tnihi  demp- 
Cerit  apponet  annos.  I  am  heartily  forry  you  have 
any  dealings  with  that  ugly  diftemper,  and  I  be- 
lie*Te  our  friend  Arbuthnott  will  recommend  you 
to  temperance  and  exercife.  I  wifh  they  could 
have  as  good  an  effect  upon  the  giddinefs  I  am 
fubi'-ct  to,  and  which  this  moment  I  am  not  free 
from.  I  fhould  have  been  glad  if  you  had  length- 
ened your  letter,  by  telling  me  the  prefent  condi- 
tion of  many  of  my  old  acquaintance,  Congreve, 
Arbuthnott,  Lewis,  &c.  ;  but  you  mention  only 
Mr  Pope,  who,  I  believe,  is  lazy,  or  elfe  he 
might  have  added  three  lines,  of  his  own.  I  am 
extremely  glad  he  is  not  in  your  cafe  of  needing 
great  men's  favo'ur,  and  could  heartily  wifh  that 
£  you 
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you  were  in  his.  I  have  been  confidering  why 
poets  have  fuch  ill  luccefs  in  making  their  court; 
lince  they  are  allowed  to  be  the  greateft  and  beft 
of  all  flatterers.  The  defeft  is,  that  they  flatter 
only  in  print  or  in,  writing,  but  not  by  word  of 
mouth  :  They  will  give  things  under  their  hand, 
which  they  make  a  confcience  of  fpeaking.  Be- 
fides,  they  are  too  libertine  to  haunt  antecham- 
bers, too  poor  to  bribe  porters  and  footmen,  and 
too  proud  to  cringe  to  fecond-hand  favourites  in 
a  great  family.  Tell  me,  are  yoji  not  under  ori- 
ginal lin,  by  the  dedication  of  your  eclogues  to 
Lord  Bolingbroke  ?  I  am  an  ill  judge  at  this  dif- 
tance  ;  and,  belides,  am,  for  my  cafe,  utterly  ig- 
norant of  the  commone(t  things  thai  pafs  in  the 
world  :  But  if  all  courts  have  a  famenefs  in  them, 
(as  the  parfons  phrafe  it),  things  may  be  as  they 
were  in  my  time,  when  all  employments  went  to 
parliament-men's  friends,  who  had  been  ufoful  in 
elections  ;  and  there  was  always  a  huge  lift  of 
names  in  arrears  at  the  Treafury,  which  would  at 
leaft  take  up  your  feven  years  expedient  to  dif- 
charge  even  one  half.  I  am  of  opinion,  if  you 
will  not  be  offended,  that  the  fureft  courfe  would 
be,  to  get  your  friend,  who  lodgeth  in  your  houfe, 
to  recommend  you  to  the  next  chief  governor  who 
conies  over  here,  for  a  good  civil  employment, 
or  to  be  one  of  his  fecretaries  j  which  your  parlia- 
ment-men are  fond  enough  of,  .when  there  is  no 
room  at  home.  The  wine  is  good  and  reafon- 
able  ;  you  m.iy  dine  twice  a-week  at  the  deanry- 
VOL.  XV.  D  d  houfe; 
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houfe  •,  there  is  a  fet  of  company  in  this  town, 
fufHcient  for  one  man  ;  folks  will  admire  you, 
becaufe  they  have  read' you,  and  read  of  you; 
and  a  good  employ  men  t  will  make  you  live  tole- 
rably in  London,  or  fumptuoufly  here  ;  or,  if 
you  divide  between  both  places,  it  will  be  for 
your  health. 

I  wifh  I  could  do  more  than  fay  I  love  you. 
I  left  you  in  a  good, way,  both  for  the  late  court, 
and-the  fucceflbrs  ;  and  by  the  force  of  too  much 
honefty,  or  too^ittle  fublunary  wifdom,  you  fell 
between  two^ftools.  Take  care  of  your  health 
and  money  ;  be  lefs  modeft,  and  more  a£live  ;  or 
clfe  turn  parfon,  and  get  a  bifhoprick  here  : 
Would  to  God  they  would  fend  us  as  good  ones 
from  your  fide  ! 

I  am  ever,  &c. 


L    E    T    T     E    R      CCCVIII. 

MR-    POPE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Jan.    12,    1723. 

I  FIND  a  rebuke  in  a  late  letter  of  your's,  that 
both  ftings  and  pleafeth  me  extremely.  Your 
faying  that  I  ought  to  have  writ  a  poftfcript  'to 
my  friend  Gay's,  makes  me  not  content  to  write 
lefs  than  a  whole  letter  ;  and  your  fceming  to 
take  his  kindly,  gives  me  hopes  you  will  look  up- 
on this  as  a  fiacere  effect  of  friendship.  Indeed, 
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as  I  cannot  but  own  the  lazinefs  with  which  you 
tax  me,  and  with  which  I  may  equally  charge 
you,  for  both  of  us  have  had  (and  one  of  us  hath 
both  had  and  given  *)  a  furfeit  of  writing  5  fo  I 
really  thought  you  would  know  yourfelf  to  be  fo 
certainly  entitled  to  my  friendfhip,  that  it  was  a 
poiTdaon  you  could  not  imagine  ftood  in  need 
of  any  father  deeds  or  writings  to  allure  you  of 
it. 

Whatever  you  feem  to  think  of  your  with- 
drawn and  feparate  ftate,  at  this  diftance,  and  in 
this ,  abfence,  Dean  Swift,  flill  lives  in  England, 
i:i  every  place  and  company  where  he  would 
chufe  to  live  j  and  I  find  him  in  all  the  comcriu- 
tions  I  keep,  and  in  all  the  hearts  in  which  I 
defire  any  fhare. 

We  have  never  met,  thefe  many  years,  without 
mention  of  you.  Beudes  my  old  acquaintance, 
I  have  found,  that  all  tny  friends  of  a  later  date 
are  fuch  as  were  youi's  befpre.  Lord  Oxford, 
Lord  Harcourt,  and  Lord  Harley,  may  look 
upon  me  as  one  entailed  upon  thenl  by  you. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  is  now  returned  (as  I  hope)  to 
take  me  with  all  his  other  hereditary  rights :  And 
mdeeu  he  feems  grown  fo  much  a  philofopher, 
as  to  fet  his  heart  upon  fome  of  them  as  little 
as  upon  the  poet  you  gave  him.  Jt  is  fure  my  ill 
fate,  that  all  thofe  I  moft  loved,  and  with  whom 
I  moft  lived,  muft  be  banifhed.  After  both  of 
you  left  England,  my  conftant  hoft  was  the  bi- 
D  d  2  (hop 

*  Alluding  to  his  large  work  on  Homer. 


3i6       DEAN;SWIFT'S 

{hop  of  Rochefter  *.  Sure,  this  is  a  nation  that 
is  curfedly  a;V.iid  of  being  over-run  with  too 
much  politenefs,  and  cannot  regain  one  great 
genius,  but  at  the  expence  of  another  f.  I  trem- 
ble for  my  Lord  Peterborow,  (whom  I  now 
lodge  with) }  he  has  too  much  wit,  as  well  as 
courage,  to  make  a  folid  General  $  :  And  if  he 
efcapes  being  banifhed  by  others,  I  fear  he  will 
banifh  himfelf.  This  leads  me  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  the  manner  of  my  life  and  converfa- 
tion ;  which  has  been  infinitely  more  various 
and  diflipated,  than  when  you  knew  me,  and 
cared  for  me  ;  and  among  all  fexes,  parties,  and 
profeflions.  A  glut  of  firmly  and  retirement,  in 
the  firft  part  of  my  life,  caft  me  into  this ;  and 
this^  I  begin  to  fee,  will  throw  me  again  into 
ftudy  and  retirement. 

The  civilities   I  have  met  with  from  oppofite 
fets  of  people,  have  hindered  me  from  being  vio- 
lent 

»  Dr  Atterbury. 

f  The  bifhop  of  Rochefter  thought  this  to  be  indeed  the 
cafe;  and  that  the  price  agreed  on  for  Lord  B.'s  return,  was  his 
banifhment  :  an  imagination  which"  fo  (Irongly  poflefltd  him 
when  he  went  abroad,  that  u!l  the  expostulations  of  his  friends 
could  not  convince  him  of  the  felly  of  it.  Wart. 

|  This  Mr  Walfh  ferieufly  thought  to  be  the  cafe,  where,  in 
a  k-'Ur.to  Mr  Pope,  he  fays, — "  When  we  were  in  the  North, 
"  my  Lord  Wharton  (hewed  me  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
"  a  certain  great  General  in  Spain  [Lord  Peterborow].  I  told 
"  him,  I  would  by  all  means  have  that  General  recalled,  and 
"  fet  to  writing  here  at  home  ;  for  it  was  impoffible,  that  a 
««  man  with  fo  much  wit  as  he  ihcwed,  could  be  fit  to  command 
«'  an  army,  or  do  any  other  bulinefs."  Pope's  works,  vol.  */. 
let.  5.  Sept.  9.  1706.  Warb* 
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lent  or  four  to  any  party  j  but  at  the  fame  time, 
the  obfervations  and  experiences  I  cannot  but 
have  collected,  have  made  me  lefs  fond  of,  and 
lefs  furprifed  at  any.  I  am  therefore  the  more 
afflicted,  and  the  mo.re  angry,  at  the  violences  and 
hardfhips  I  fee  praclifed  by  either.  The  merry 
vein  you  knewrme  in,  is  funk  into  a  turn  of  re- 
flection, that  has  made  the  world  pretty  indiffe- 
rent to  me  ;  and  yet  1  have  acquired  a  quietnefs 
of  mind,  which  by  firs  improves  into  a  certain 
degree  of  chearfulnefs,  enough  to  make  me  juft 
'fo  good  humoured  as  to  \\ifh  that  world  well. 
My  friendfhips  are  increafcd  by  new  ones,  yet  no 
part  of  the  warmth  I  felt  for  the  old  is  diminiih- 
eJ.  Averfions  I  have  none,  but  to  knaves,  (for 
fools  1  have  learned  to  bear  with)  j  and  fuch  I 
cannot  be  commonly  civil  to  ;  for  I  think  thofe 
men  are  next  to  knaves  who  converfe  with  them. 
The  greateft  man  in  power  of  this  fort,  (hall  hard- 
ly make  me  bow  to  him,  ualefs  I  had  a  perfanal 
obligation,  and  that  I  will  take  care  not  to  have. 
The  top  pleafure  of  my  life  is  oae  I  learned  from 
you,  botlvhow  to  gain,  and  how  to  ufe,  the  free- 
dom of  friendship  with  men  much  my  fuperiors. 
To  have  pleafed  great  men,  according  to  Horace, 
is  a  praifc  ;  but  not  to  have  flattered  them,  and 
yet  not  have  difpleafed  them,  is  a  greater.  I 
have  carefully  avoided  all  intercotirfe  with  poets 
and  fcribblers,  unlefs  -where,  by  great  chance,  I 
have  found  a  modeft  one.  By  thefe  means  J  have 
had  no  quarrels  with  any  peribnally  j  none  have 
D  d  3  beem 
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been  enemies,  but  who  were  alfo  ftrangers  to  me ; 
and  as  there  is  no  great  need  of  an  eclaircifTement 
with  fuch,  whatever  they  writ  or  faid,  I  never 
retaliated  ;  not  only  never  feeming  to  know,  but 
often  really  never  knowing,  any  thing  of  the 
matter.  There  are  very  few  things  that  give  me 
the  anxiety  of  a  wifh  ;  the  ftrongeft  I  have,  would 
be  to  pafs  my  days  with  you,  and  a  few  fuch  as 
you  :  But  fate  has  difperfed  them  all  about  the 
world ;  and  I  find  to  wifh  it,  is  as  vain,  as  to  wifh 
to  fee  the  millenium  and  the  kingdom  of  the  juft 
upon  earth. 

If  I  have  finned  in  my  long  filence,  confider 
there  is  one  to  whom  you  yourfelf  have  been  as 
great  a  linner.  As  foon  as  you  fee  his  hand,  you 
will  learn  to  do  me  juftice,  and  feel  in  your  heart 
how  long  a  man  may  be  fllent  to  thofe  he  truly 
loves  and  refpe&s. 


LETTER       CCCIX. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE,   TO     DR    SWIFT. 

I  AM  not  fo  lazy  as  Pope,  and  therefore  you. 
muft  not  expedl  from  me  the  fame  indul- 
gence to  lazinefs.  In  defending  his  own  caufc,  he 
plc.v-Is  your's  ;  and  becomes  your  advocate,  while 
he  appeals  to  you  as  his  judge.  You  will  do  the 
fame  on  your  part ;  and  I,  and  the  reft  of  '  :r..u* 
•common  friends,  fliall  have  great  juftice  to  ex- 
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pe£l  from  two  fuch  righteous  tribunals.  You 
referable  perfectly  the  two  ale-houfe  keepers  in 
Holland,  who  were  at  the  fame  time  burgomafters 
of  the  town,  and  taxed  one  another's  bill  alter- 
nately. I  declare,  before-hand,  I  will  not  ftand  to 
the  award.  My  title  to  your  friendfhip  is  good, 
and  wants  neither  deeds  nor  writings  to  confirm, 
it :  But  annual  acknowledgements  at  leaft  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  preferve  it  ;  and  I  begin  to  fufpect,  by 
your  defrauding  me  of  them,  that  you  hope  in 
time  to  difpute  it,  and  to  urge  prefcription  againft 
me.  I  would  not  fay  one  word  to  you  about  my- 
felf,  fince  it  is  a  fubject  on  which  you  appear  to 
have  no  curiofity,  was  it  not  to  try  how  far  the 
contra  ft  between  Pope's  fortune  and  manner  of 
life,  and  mine,  may  be  carried. 

I  have  been,  then,  infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
lefs  diffipated,  than  when  you  knew  me,  and  cared 
for  me.  That  love  which  I  ufed  to  fcatter  with 
fome  profufion  among  the  female  kind,  lias  been 
thefe  many  years  devoted  to  one  object.  A  great 
many  misfortunes,  (for  fo  they  are  called,  tho* 
fometimes  very  improperly),  and  a  retirement 
from  the  world,  have  made  that  juft  and  nice 
difcrimination  between  my  acquaintance  and  my 
friends,  which  we  have  feldom  fagacity  enough 
to  mnke  for  ourfelves  ;  thofe  infects  of  various 
hp?s,  which  ufed  to  hum  and  buz  about  me 
while  I  flood  in  the  fun-fhine,  have  difappcared 
fince  I  lived  in  the  L^de.  No  man  come?  to  a 
hermitage,  but  for  the  fake  of  the  heraiit.  A 

few 
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few  philosophical  friends  come  often  to  mine  ; 
and  they  are  fuch  as  you  would  be  glad  to  live 
with,  if  a  dull  tlimate,  and  duller  company,  have 
not  altered  you  extremely  from  what  you  was 
nine  years  ago. 

The  hoarfe  voice  of  party,  was  never  heard  in 
this  quiet  place ;  gazettes  and  pamphlets  are  ba- 
nifhecl  from  it  :  And  if  the  lucubrations  of  Ifaac 
Bickerftaff  be  admitted,  this  diftindlion  is  owing 
to  fome  ftrokes,  by  which  it  is  judged,  that  this 
illuftrious  pbilofopher  had  (like  the  Indian  Fohu, 
the  Grecian  Pythagoras,  the  Perfian  Zoroafter, 
and  others,  his  precurfors,*  among  the  Zabians, 
Marians,  and  the  Egyptian  fecrs),  both  IMS  out- 
ward, and  his  inward  doctrine,  and  that  he  was 
of  no  fide  at  the  bottom.  When  I  am  there,  I 
forget  I  ever  was  of  any  party  mylclf ;  nay,  I  am 
often  fo  happily  abforbed  by  the  abflracted  reafon 
of  things,  that  I  am  ready  to  imagine,  there  never 
was  any  fuch  mdnfter  as  party.  Alas  !  I  am  foon 
awakened  from  that  pleaiing  dream,  by  the  Greek 
and  Roman  hiftorians,  by  Guicciardine.  by  Ma- 
chiavel,  and  Thuanus  ;  for  I  have  vowed  to  read 
no  hiftory  of  our  own  country,  till  that  body  of 
it  which  you  promife  to  finifli  appears  *. 

I  am  under  no  npprehenfion,  that  a  glut  of 
ftudy  and  retirement  fhould  caft  me  back  into  Hie 
hurry  of  the  world ;  on  the  contrary,  the  (Ingle 
regret  which  I  ever  feel,  is,  that  I  fell  fo  late  into 
this  courie  of  life :  My  philbfophy  grows  confirm- 
ed 

"  *  £cc  note,  p,  363.  above. 
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ed  by  habit ;  and  if  you  and  I  meet  again,  I  will 
extort  this  approbation  from  you  :  Jam  non  confdio 
bonus,  fed  mot  e  co  perduclust  ut  non  tatilum  r e 51  e  fa- 
cere  p3jfim)fed  nift  recle  facer e  non  poj/tm.  The  little 
incivilities  1  n:ive  met  with  from  oppofite  fets  of 
people,  have  been  fo  far  from  rendering  me  vio- 
lent or  four  to  any,  that  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
them  all.  Some  have  cured  me  of  my  fears,  by 
fhowing  me  how  impotent  the  malice  of  the 
world  is ;  others  have  cured  me  of  my  hopes,  by 
fhewing  how  precarious  popular  friendfhips  are  ; 
all  have  cured  me  of  furprife.  In  driving  me  out 
of  party,  they  have  driven  me  out  of  curfed  com- 
pany ;  and  in  Gripping  me  of  titles,  and  rank  and 
eftate,  and  fuch  trinkets,  which  every  man  that 
will,  may  fpare,  they  have  given  me  that  v.'hich  no 
man  can  be  happy  without. 

Reflection  and  habit  have  rendered  the  world 
fo  indifferent  to  me,  that  I  am  neither  afflicted 
nor  rejoiced,  angry  nor  pleafed,  at  what  happens 
in  it,  any  farther  than  perfonal  friendfhips  inte- 
reft  me  in  the  affairs  of  it  ;  and  this  principle  ex- 
tends my  cares  but  a  little  way.  Perfect  tranquil- 
lity is  the  general  tenor  of  my  life  :  Good  digef- 
tions,  ferene  weather,  and  fome  other  mechanic 
fprings,  wind  me  above  it  now  and  then,  but  I 
never  fall  below  it ;  I  am  fomeiimes  gay,  but  I  am 
never  fad.  I  have  gained  new  friends,  and  have 
loft  fome  old  ones.  My  acquifitions  of  this  kind 
give  me  a  good  deal  of  pleafure,  becaufe  they 
have  not  been  made  lightly.  I  know  no  vows  fo 

folemn, 
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folemn,  as  thofe  of  friend fhip  ;  and  therefore,  a 
pretty  long  noviciate  of  acquaintance  fliould,  mc- 
thiuks,  precede  them.  My  loffes  of  this  kind,  give 
me  but  little  trouble:  I  contributed  nothing  to 
them  ;  and  a  friend  who  breaks  with  me  unjuftly, 
is  not  worth-  preferring.  As  foon  as  I  leave  this 
town,  (which  will  be  in  a  few  days),  1  (hall  fall 
back  into  that  courfe  of  life,  which  keeps  knaves 
and  fools  at  a  great  diftance  from  me.  1  have  an 
averfion  to  them  both;  but,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  life,  I  think  I  can  bear  the  fenflble  knave,  bet- 
ter than  the  fool.  One  muft,  indeed,  with  the 
former,  be  in  fome  or  other  of  the  attitudes  of 
thofe  wooden  men,  whom  I  have  feen  before  a 
fword-cu tier's  fhop  in  Germany  :  But  even  in 
thefe  conftrained  poftures,  the  witty  rafcal  will 
divert  me ;  and  he  that  diverts  me,  does  me  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  lays  me  under  an  obliga-- 
tion  to  him,  which  I  am  not  obliged  to  pay  hint 
in  another  coin.  The  fool  obliges  me  to  be  al- 
moft  as  much  uppn  my  guard  as  the  knave,  and 
he  makes  me  no  amends  ;  he  numbs  me  like  the 
torpor,  or  he  teazes  me  like  the  fly.  This  is  the 
picture  of  an  old  friend,  and  more  like  him,  than 
that  will  be  which  you  once  alked,  and  which  he 
will  4end  you,  if  you  continue  ftill  to  defire  it. — 
Adieu,  dear  Swift :  With  all  thy  faults,  I  love  thee 
entirely ;  make  an  effort,  and  love  me  on  with 
zlt  mine. 


LET- 
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' 

LETTER      CCCX. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTOHT. 

MY  LORD,  DiMin,  Jan.  24,  1722-3. 

I  RECEIVED  lately  from  the  Dean  of  Downe, 
a  favourable  mefTage  from  your  Grace,  re- 
lating to  a  clergyman,  who  married  my  near  re- 
lation, and  whofe  eftate  is  much  incumbered  by  a 
long  fuit  at  law.  I  return  my  moft  humble  ac- 
knowledgments, ,for  your  Grace's  favourable  an- 
.  fwer.  I  can  aflure  your  Grace,  that  in  thofe 
times,  when  1  was  thought  to  have  fome  credit 
with  perfons  in  power,  I  nqver  ufed  it  to  my  own 
intereft,  and  very  rarely  for  that  of  others,  unlefs 
where  it  was  for  the  public  advantage  ;  neither 
(hall  I  ever  be  a  troublefome,  or  common  peti- 
tioner, to  your  Grace.  I  am  forry  the  Archbiftiop 
of  Dublin  *  fhould  interpofe  in  petty  matters, 
when  he  has  juftly  fo  much  weight  in  things  of 
greater  moment.  How  fhall  we,  the  humbleft  of 
your  addrefTers,  make  our  way  to  the  fmalleft 
mark  of  your  favour  ?  I  defired  your  Secretary, 
Mr  Hopkins,  (whom  I  have  long  known)  to  deal 
plainly  with  me,  as  with  a  man  forgotten,  and  out 
of  the  world  ;  and  if  he  thought  my  requeft  un- 
reafona'olc,  I  would  drop  it.  This  he  failed  to 
do  j  and  therefore  I  here  complain  of  him  to  your 

Grace, 

*  Dr  Kins. 
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Grace,  and  will  do  fo  to  himfelf,  becaufe  I  have 
long  done  with  Court  anfwers. 

I  heartily  wifh  your  'Grace  full  fuccefs,  in  all 
your  great  and  good  endeavours,  for  the  fervice 
of  your  country,  and  particularly  of  this  king- 
dom ;  and  am,  with  the  greateft  refpecl,  my 
Lord,  your  Grace's  mofl  obedient,  and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

JONATH.   SWIFT. 


LETTER      CCCXI. 

MR    GAY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,  Feb.  3,  1722-3. 

YOU  made  me  happy  in  anfwering  my  laft 
letter,  in  fo  kind  a  manner,  which,  to 
common  appearance,  I  did  not  deferve  j  but  I 
believe  you  gueffcd  my  thoughts,  and  knew  that 
I  had  not  forgot  you,  and  that  I  always  loved 
you.  When  I  found  that  my  book  was  not  fent 
to  you  by  Tooke,  Jervais  undertook  it,  and 
gave  it  lo  Mr  Maxwell,  who  married  a  niece  of 
Mr  Meredith's.  T  am  furprifed  you  have  heard 
nothing  of  it  ;  but  Jervais  has  promifed  me  to 
to  write  about  it,  fo  that  I  hope  you  will  have  it 
delivered  to  you  foon.  Mr  Congreve  I  fee  often  : 
He  always  mentions  you,  with  the  ftrongeft  ex- 
prcfllons  of  efteem  and  friendship.  He  labours 
ftill  under  the  fame  afflictions,  as  to  his  fight  and 
i  gout; 
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gout  ;  but,  in  his  intervals  of  health,  he  has  not 
loft  any  thing  of  his  chearful  temper.  I  pafled  all 
the  laft  feafon  with  him  at  the  Bath,  and  I  have 
great  reafon  to  value  myfelf  upon  his  friendfhip  ; 
for  I  am  fure  he  fincerely  wifhes  me  well.  We 
pleafed  ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  feeing  you 
there ;  but  Duke  Difney,  who  knovs  mope  intel- 
ligence than  anybody  befides,  chanced  to  give  us 
a  wrong  information.  If  you  bad  been  there,  the 
Duke  promifed,  upon  my  giving  him  notice,  to 
make  you  a  vifit.  He  often  talks  of  you,  and 
wifhes  to  fee  you. 

I  was  two  or  three  days  ago  at  Dr  Arbuthnott's, 
who  told  me,  he  wrote  you  three  letters^  but  had 
received  no  anfwer.  He  charged  ITK-  to  fend  you 
his  advice,  which  is,  to  come  to  England,  and  fee 
your  friends.  This,  he  affirms,  (abftra&ed  from 
the  defire  he  has  to  fee  you),  to  be  very  good  for 
your  health.  He  thinks  that  you're  going  to 
Spa;  and  drinking  the  waters  there,  would  be  of 
great  fervice  to  you,  if  you  have  refolution  enough 
to  take  the  journey.  But  he  would  have  you  try 
England  firfl.  I_  tike  the  prefcription  very  much, 
but  I  own  I  have  a  felf-intereft  in  it ;  for  your 
taking  this  journey,  would  certainly  do  me  a 
great  deal  of  good.  Pope  has  juft  now  embarked 
himfelf  in  another  great  undertaking,  as  an  au- 
thor ;  for,  of  late,  he  has  talked  only  as  a  garde- 
ner. He  has  engaged  to  tranflate  the  Odyfiey  in 
three  years,  I  believe  rather  out  of  a  profpecl  of 
gain,  than  inclination ;  for  I  am  perfuaded  he 
VOL.  XV.  E  e  bore 
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bore  his  part  in  the  lofs  of  the  South-fea.  He 
lives  moftly  at  Twickenham,  and  amufes  himfelf 
in  his  houfe  and  garden.  I  fupped,  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  with  Lord  Bathurft  and  Lewis,  at  Dr 
Arbuthnott's.  Whenever  your  old  acquaintance 
mtiet,  they  never  fail  of  expreffing  their  want  of 
you.  I  wilh  you  would  come,  and  be  convinced 
that  what  I  tell  you  is  true. 

As  for  the  reigning  amufement  of  the  town,  it 
is  entirely  mufic,  real  fiddles,  bafs  viols,  and 
hautboys  ;  not  poetical  harps,  lyres,  and  reeds. 
There's  no  body  allowed  to  fay,  IJing,  but  an 
Eunuch,  or  an  Italian  woman.  Every  body  is 
grown,  now,  as  great  a  judge  of  mufic,  as  they 
were,  in  your  time,  of  poetry  ;  and  folks  that 
could  not  diftinguifli  one  tune  from  another,  now 
daily  diipute  about  the  different  ftiles  of  Handel, 
Bononcini,  and  Attilio.  People  have  now  forgot 
Homer  and  Virgil,  and  Csefar;  or,  at  leaft,  they 
have  loft  their  ranks.  For  in  London,  and  Weft- 
minfter,  in  all  polite  conver&tions,  Senefino  is 
daily  voted  to  be  the  greateft  man  that  ever 
lived. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  advice,  as  I  have 
been  formerly  for  your  affiftance  in  introducing 
me  into  buiinefs.  I  fhall  this  year  be  a  commif- 
fioner  of  the  (late-lottery,  which  will  be  worth  to 
me  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  And  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  I  have  friends,  that  will 
think  of  fome  better  and  more  certain  provifion 
for  me.  You  fee  I  talk  to  you  of  myfelf,  as  a 

thing 
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tiling  of  confequence  to  you.  I  judge  by  myfelf ; 
for  to  hear  of  your  health  and  happincfs,  will  al- 
ways be  one  of  my  greateft  fatisfaftions.  Every- 
one that  I  have  named  in  the  letter,  give  their  fer- 
vice  to  you.  I  beg  you  to  give  mine,  Mr  Pope's, 
and  Mr  Kent's  *,  to  Mr  Ford.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
your  mo  ft  faithful,  and  mod  humble  fervant, 

J.  G  A  Y. 


LETTER      CCCXII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MR    WALLIS. 

SI  R,  Dublin,  Feb.  12,   1722-3. 

I  WOULD  have  been  at  Laracor  and  Ath- 
boy  f  before  now,    if  an   ugly  depending 
chapter-bun" nefs  ^  had  not  tied  me  here.     There 
is  a  lay  difficulty  that,  concerns  the  government, 
the   archbimop  §,  the  chapter,    the  dean  ||,  Dr 
Howard  f ,  and  Robin   Grattan  -f-  ;  and  I  know 
E  e  2  not 

*  A  celebrated  improver,  to  whom  Pope,  fpeaking  of  Eftier, 
a  feat  of  the  late  Mr  Pelham's,  pays  a  mod  elegant  compliment : 
"  Where  Kent  and  Nature  vie  for  Pelham's  love." 

f  MrWallis's  living  near  Laracor. 

J  Probably  the  difpofal  of  the  curacy  of  St  Bridget's,  Dublin, 
in  which  the  Dean  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  Mr  Robert  Grattan. 

§  Dr  King,  then  Archbifhop  of  Dublin. 

||  Dr  Swift  himfelf. 

f  Afterwards  Bifhop  of  Elpliin. 

•+-  Afterwards  curate  of  St  Bridget's,  prebendary  of  St  Au- 
deou's,  and  one  of  the  Dean's  ten  executors.  To  this  Mr 

Grattan, 
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not  whether  it  will  be  determined  in  a  month. 
All  my  defign  is,  to  job  for  Robin  Grattan  ;  but 
the  reft  have  their  different  fchemes  and  politics, 
too  deep,  and  too  contemptible  for  me  to  trouble 
myfelf  about  them.  Mean  time  you  grow  ne- 
gligent, and  the  improvements  at  Laracor  are 
forgotten. — I  beg  you  will  ftep  thither  for  a  day 
or  two,  and  ds  *  what  is  neceflary  now,  be- 
fore the  feafon  is  too  late ;  and  I  will  come  when 
this  affair  is  over,  and  bring  down  wine  (which 
will  not  be  ready  'till  then,  for  it  is  but  juft  bot- 
tled) and  we  will  be  merry  at  your  houfe  and 
my  cottage. 

I  Tent  your  memorial,  drawn  up  myfelf,  with 
my  opinion  upon  it,  and  a  letter  to  Dr  Kear- 
ney •)-,  to  recommend  it  to  the  primate  ^.  I 
likewife  defired  Mr  Morgan  to  fecond  it.  I  have 
in  vain  hitherto  fought  Dr  Kearney,  but  fliall 
find  him  foon  ;  and  I  intend  to  engage  Dr 
Worth  §,  and  Mr  Oofs  || :  And  probably  all  may 
come  to  nothing — Sed  quid  tentare  nocebit  ?  The 
ladies  are  as  ufually — Mrs  Johnfon  eats  an  ounce 
a-week,  which  frights  me  from  dining  with  her. 

My 

Grattan,  (who  was  one  of  the  feven  fons  of  Dr  Grattan,  a  vene- 
rable and  hofpitable  clergyman)  Swift  whimficaHjr  bequeathed 
his  "  bottle-fcrew,  his  fecond-beft  beaver,  and  his  ftrong  box, 
*'  on  .condition  of  his  giving  the  fole  ufe  of  the  faid  box  to  his 
"  brother,  Dr  James  Grattan,  (a  phyfician)  during  the  life  of 
*'  the  faid  Doctor,  who  had  more  occafian  for  it." 

*  The  word  in  the  original  is  illegible. 

t  Treafurer  of  Armagh.         \  Dr  JLindfay. 

§  An  eminent  phyfician.      |[  Reftor  of  St  Mary's,  Dublin. 
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My  crew  *  has  drunk  near  three  hogfheads  fince 
I  came  to  town,  "and  we  muft  take  up  with  new 
when  I  come  down.  I  fuppofe  you  are  in  the 
midft  of  fpleen  and  juftice.  I  have  often  an  ill 
head,  and  am  fo  fortunate  as  to  pick  out  rainy 
days  to  ride  in.  What  is  it  to  you  that  old 
Pooley  the  painter  is  dead  ? 

I  am  ever  your's, 

J.    SWIF'T."* 


LETTER      CCCXIII. 

LADY    M TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  (Indorfed,  Received  zoth  Feb.  1723.) 

IT  is  impoffible  for  you  to  imagine  with  what 
fatisfacYion  I  received  your  kind  letter  ;  and 
though  I  had  been  fo  long  without  hearing  from 
you,  I  could  never  impute  it  to  want  of  friend- 
fhip,  in  one  whofe  goodnefs  to  me  hath  always 
been  abundantly  more  than  I  could  deferve.  I 
had  writ  often  to  you  -,  but,  having  no  fafe  con- 
veyance, chofe  rather  to  enquire  after  your 
health  and  welfare,  of  fome  people  that  could 
give  me  an  account  of  it.  And  I  do  allure  you, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  there  is  not  a 
perfon  living  I  have  a  greater  friendihip  for,  than 
yourfelf,  and  {hall  have  to  the  end  of  my  life. 
Indeed,  now,  I  can  only  fliew  it  in  exprefiions, 
£  e  3  but 

*  Meaning,  perhaps,  his  chapter. 
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but  I  flatter  myfelf  you  believe  them  fincere.  I 
long  to  fee  you  at  my  retired  habitation,  where 
you  will  meet  with  a  moft  hearty  welcome,  and 
faithful  friends,  and  none  more  fo,  than  her  who 
is  your  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

A.  M -M. 

My  Lord,  children,  bro- 
ther and  lifter,  are  your 
humble  fervants. 


LETTER      CCCXIV. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

Chnfert,  Aug.  3,   1723. 

NO ;  I  cannot  poffibly  be  with  you  fo  foon  ; 
there  are  too  many  rivers,  bogs,  and 
mountains  between  :  Befides,  when  I  leave  this,  I 
fliall  make  one  or  two  (hort  vifits  in  my  way  to 
Dublin,  and  hope  to  be  in  town  by  the  end  of 
thisTnonth  ;  though  it  will  be  a  bad  time  in  the 

hurry  of  your  loufy  p 1.     Your  dream  is 

wrong  ;  for  this  Bifhop  *  is  not  able  to  lift  a  cat 
upon  my  moulders.  But  if  you  are  for  a  curacy 
of  twenty-five  pounds  a-year,  and  ride  five  miles 
every  Sunday,  to  preach  to  fix  beggars,  have  at 
you.  And  yet  this  is  no  ill  country  ;  and  the 
Biftiop  h:is  made,  in  four  months,  twelve  miles  of 
ditches,  .from  his  houfc  to  the  Shannon,  if  you 

talk 

•  Dr  Theophilus  Bolton,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Elphir,  and 
ArchLifliop  of  Ca&el. 
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talk  of  improving.  How  are  you  this  moment  ? 
Do  you  love  or  hate  Quilca  the  mod  of  all 
places  ?  Are  you  in  or  out  of  humour  with  the 
world,  your  frjends,  your  wife,  and  your  fchool? 
Are  the  ladies  ia  town,  or  in  the  country  ?  If  I 
knew,  1  would  write  to  them ;  and  how  are  they 
in  health  ?  Quilca  (let  me  fee)  you  fee  I  can  (if 
I  pleafe)  make  parenthefes  (as  well  as  others)  is 
about  a  hundred  miles  from  Clonfert ;  and  I  am 
half  weary  with  the  four  hundred  I  have  rode. 
With  love  and  fervice,  and  fo  adieu. 
Your's,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXV. 

FROM    DR    SWIFT. 

Dublin,   Sept.  2O,   1723. 

RETURNING  from  a  Summer  expedition  of 
four  months  on  account  of  my  health,  I 
found  a  letter  from  you,  with  an  appendix  longer 
than  your's,  from  Lord  JBolingbroke.  I  believe 
there  is  not  a  more  miferable  malady  than  an 
xmwillingnefs  to  wri;:c  letters  to  our  bcft  friends  ; 
and  a  man  might  be  philofopher  enough,  in 
finding  out  reafons  for  it.  One  thing  is  clear, 
that  it  {hews  a  mighty  difference  betwixt  friend- 
ftiip  and  love,  for  a  lover  (as  I  have  heard)  is  al- 
ways fcribbling  to  his  miftrefs.  If  I  could  not 
permit  myfelf  to  believe  what  your  civility  makes 

you 
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you  fay,  that  I  am  ftill  remembered  by  my  friends 
in  England,  I  am  in  the  right  to  keep  myfelf 
here — Non  fum  quails  eram.  I  left  you  in  a  pe- 
riod of  life,  when  one  year  does  more  execution 
than  three  at  your's  ;  to  which  if  you  add  the 
dulnefs  of  the  air,  and  of  the  people,  it  will  make 
a  terrible  fum.  I  have  no  very  ftrong  faith  in 
you  pretenders  to  retirement ;  you  are  not  of  an 
age  for  it,  nor  have  gone  through  either  good  or 
bad  fortune  enough  to  go  into  a  corner,  and 
form  conclufions  de  contemptu  mundi  et  fuga  fxculi ; 
tmlefs  a  poet  grows  weary  of  too  much  ap- 
plaufe,  as  minifters  do  of  too  much  weight  of 
bufinefs. 

Your  happinefs  is  greater  than  your  merit,  in 
chufing  your  favourites  fo  indifferently  among 
either  party.  This  you  owe,  partly  to  your  educa- 
tion, and  partly  to  your  genius  employing  you 
in  an  art  in  which  faction  has  nothing  to  do  ; 
for  I  fuppofe  Virgil  and  Horace  are  equally  read 
by  Whigs  and  Tories.  You  have  no  more  to  do 
with  the  conftitution  of  church  and  ftate,  than  a 
Chriftian  at  Conftantinople  ;  and  you  are  fo 
much  the  wifer  and  the  happier,  becaufe  both 
parties  will  approve  your  poetry,  as  long  as  you 
are  known  to  be  of  neither. 

Your  notions  of  friend/hip  are  new  to  me  *. 
I  believe  every  man  is  born  with  his  quantum  •, 
and  he  cannot  give  to  one,  without  robbing  an- 
other. I  very  well  know  to  whom  I  would  give 

the 

.*  Yet  thev  arc  the  Chriftian  notions.     Wart. 
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the  firft  places  in  my  friendfhip,  but  they  are  not 
in  the  way  :  I  am  condemned  to  another  fcene ; 
and  therefore  I  diflribute  it  in  penny-worths  to 
thofe  about  me,  and  who  difpleafe  me  leaft; 
and  fhould  do  the  fame  to  rny  fellow-prifoners, 
if  I  were  condemned  to  jail.  I  can  likewife  tole- 
rate knaves  much  better  than  fools,  becaufe  their 
knavery  does  me  no  hurt  in  the  commerce  I  have 
with  them  ;  which,  however,  I  own  is  more  dan- 
gerous, though  not  fo  troublefome  as  that  of 
fools.  I  have  often  endeavoured  to  eftabliih  a 
friendfhip  among  all  men  of  genius,  and  would 
fain  have  it  done  :  They  are  feldom  above  three 
or  four  contemporaries  ;  and  if  they  could  be 
united,  would  drive  the  world  before  them.  I 
think  it  was  fo  among  the  poets  in  the  time  of 
Auguftus  ;  but  envy,  and  party,  and  pride,  have 
hindered  it  amongft  us.  I  do  not  include  the 
fubalterns,  of  which  you  are  feldom  without  a 
large  tribe.  Under  the  name  of  poets  and  fcrib- 
blers,  I  fuppofe  you  mean  the  fools  you  are  con- 
tent to  fee  fometimts,  when  they  happen  to  be 
modeft  ;  which  was  not  frequent  among  them, 
while  I  was  in  the  world. 

I  would  defcribe  to  you  my  way  of  living,  if 
any  method  could  be  called  fo  in  this  country.  I 
chufe  my  companions  among  thofe  of  leaft  confe- 
quence,  and  moft  compliance.  I  read  the  moft 
trifling  books  I  can  find  ;  and  whenever  I  write, 
it  is  upon  the  moft  trifling  fubjecls  :  But  riding, 
walking,  and  fleeping,  take  up  eighteen  of  the 

twenty- 


334  DEAN       S  W  I  F  T's 

twenty-four  hours.  I  procraftinate  more  than  I 
did  twenty  years  ago  ;  and  have  feveral  things  to 
finifh,  which  I  put  off  to  twenty  years  hence  :  Hac 
eft  vitafolutorumy  &c.  I  fend  you  the  compli- 
ments of  a  friend  of  your's,  who  hath  paffed 
four  months  this  Summer  with  two  grave  ac- 
quaintances at  his  country-houfe,  without  ever 
once  going  to  Dublin,  which  is  but  eight  miles 
uiftant ;  yet  when  he  returns  to  London,  I  will 
engage  you  fhall  find  him  as  deep  in  the  Court  of 
Requefts,  the  park,  the  opera's,  and  the  coffee- 
houfe,  as  any  man  there.  I  am  now  with  him 
for  a  few-  days. 

You  muft  remember  me  with  great  affection  to 
Dr  Arbuthnott,  Mr  Congreve,  and  Gay. — I 
think  there  are  no  more  eodem  tertio's  between 
you  and  me,  except  Mr  Jervais,  to  whofe  houfe 
I  addrefs  this;  for  want  of  knowing  where  you 
live :  For  it  was  not  clear  from  your  laft,  whe- 
ther you  lodge  with  Lord  Peterborow,  or  he 
with  you.  I  am  ever,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXVI. 

DR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


Indorfed, 
DEAR  SIR,  OV,  J723. 

I  HAVE  as  good  a  right  to  invade  your  foli- 
tude,  as  Lord  B  --  ,  Gay  or  Pope,  and 
you  fee  I  make  ufe  of  it.    I  know  you  wifh  us  all 

at 
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at  the  Devil,  for  robbing  a  moment  from  your 
vapours  and  vertigo.  It  is  no  matter  for  that ; 
you  (hall  have  a  meet  of  paper  every  poft,  fill  you 
come  to  yourfelf.  By  a  paragraph  in  yotu-'s  to 
Mr  Pope,  J  find  you  are  in  the  cafe  of  the  man, 
who  held  the  whole  night  by  a  broom-bufh,  and 
found,  when  day-light  appeared,  he  was  within 
two  inches  of  the  ground.  You  don't  feem  to 
know  how  well  you  ftand  with  our  great  folks. 
I  myfelf  have  been  at  a  great  man's  table,  ami 
have  heard,  out  of  the  mouths  of  violent  Irifh 
Whigs,  the  whole  table-talk  turn  upon  your 
commendation.  If  it  had  not  been  upon  the  ge- 
neral topic  of  your  good  qualities,  and  the  good 
you  did,  I  fliould  have  grown  jealous  of  you. 
My  intention  in  this,  is  not  to  expoftulate,  but  to 
do  you  go^od.  I  know  how  unhappy  a  vertigo 
makes  any  body,  that  has  the  misfortune  to  be 
troubled  with  it.  I  might  have  been  deep  in  it 
myfelf,  if  I  had  a-mind  ;  and  I  will-propofe  a 
cure  for  you,  that  I  will  pawn  my  reputation  up- 
on. '  I  have  of  late  fent  feveral  patients  in  that 
cafe  to  the  Spa,  to  drink  there  of  the  Geronfter 
water,  which  will  not  carry  from  the  fpot.  -It 
has  fucceeded  marvelloufly  with  them  all.  There 
was  indeed  one  who  rclapfed  a  little  this  laft 
Summer,  becaufe  he  would  not  take  my  advice, 
and  return  to  his  courfe,  that  had  been  too  fhort 
the  year  before.  But  becaufe  the  inftances  of 
eminent  men  are  moft  confpicuous,  Lord  Whit- 
worth,  our  plenipotentiary,  had  this  difeafe, 

(which, 
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(which,  by  the  way,  is  a  little  difqualifying  for 
that  employment) :  He  was  fo  bad,  that  he  was 
often  forced  to  catch  hold  of  any  thing  to  keep 
him  from  falling.  I  know  he  has  recovered,  by 
the  ufe  of  that  water,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that 
he  can  ride,  walk,  or  do  any  thing  as  formerly. 
I  leave  this  to  your  conflderation.  Your  friends 
here  wifli  to  fee  you,  and  none  more  than  myfelf  j 
but  I  really  don't  advife  you  to  fuch  a  journey,  to 
gratify  them,  or  myfelf ;  but  I  am  almoft  confi- 
dent, it  would  do  you  a  great  deal  of  good.  The 
Dragon  is  juft  the  old  man,  when -he  is  roufed. 
He  is  a  little  deaf,  but  has  all  his  other  good  and 

bad  qualities  juft  as  of  old.    Lord  B is  mnch 

improved  in  knowledge,  manner,  and  every 
thing  elfe.  The  {haver  *  is  an  honeft  friendly 
man,  as  before  :  He  has  a  good  deal  to  do  to 
fmother  his  Welfh  fire,  which,  you  know,  he 
has  in  a  greater  degree  than  fome  would  imagine. 
He  pofts  himfelf  a  good  part  of  the  year  in  fome 
warm  houfe,  wins  the  Ladies'  money  at  ombre, 
and  convinces  them  that  they  are  highly  obliged 

to  him.    Lord  and  Lady  M f-,  Mr  Hill,  and 

Mrs  Hill,  often  remember  you  with  affection. 

As  for  your  humble  fervant,  with  a  great  ftone 

in  his  right  kidney,   and  a  family  of  men  and 

women  to  provide  for,  he  is  as  chearful  as  ever 

in  public  affairs.     He  has  kept,   as  Tacitus  fays, 

I  Medium 

*  Erafmus  Lewis,  Efq  ;  who,  in  Dr  Swift's  imitation  of  Ho- 
race, Ep.  *ii.  B,  I.  is  fo^calkd  : 

"  This  Lewis  is  an  errant  liaver." 
f  Mafham. 
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Medium  iter  inter  vile  fervitium  et  abniptam  contu- 
maciam.  He  never  rails  at  a  great  man,  but  to  his 
face  ;  which,  I  can  allure  you,  he  has  had  both 
the  opportunity  and  licence  to  do.  He  has  fomc 
few  weak  friends,  and  fewer  enemies  :  If  any,  he" 
is  low  enough  to  be  rather  defpifed,  than  puflied 
at  by  them.  I  am,  faithfully,  dear  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate humble  fervant, 

J.  ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER      CCCXVIL 

THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

S  I  R,  December  9,    1723. 

I  FIND  by  your's  of  the  6th  November,  which 
I  did  not  receive  till  laft  night,  that  you 
have  been  fo  good  as  to  remember  your  poor  re- 
lation here.  But  as  your  three,  laft  ruvcr  came 
to  hand,  I  think  it  very  happy,  that  you  have 
kept  your  liberty  thus  long  ;  for  I  can't  account 
for  my  not  receiving  them  any  other  way,  tnan 
that  they  were  flopped  in  the  pott-office,  and  in- 
terpreted, as  mott  innocent  things  are,  to  mean 
fomcthing  very  cliftant  from  the  intention  of  the 
writer  or  adlor. 

I  am  furprifed  at  the  account  you  give  me  of 
that  part  of  Ireland  you  have  been  in  ;  For  the 
heft  I  expect  from  that  grateful  country,  is  to  be 
forgotten  by  the  inhabitants.  For  to  remember 

VOL.  XV.  F  f  with 


33$  DEAN    S  W  I  F  T's 

with  any  kindnefs,  one  under  the  frowns  of  the 
Court i  is  not  a  gift  the  Irifh  are  endowed  with. 
I  am  very  forry  to  hear  you  have  got  the  fpleen, 
where  a  man  of  your  fenfe  muft  every  day  meet 
with  things  ridiculous  enough  to  make  you 
laugh,  but  I  am  afraid  the  jefts  are  too  low  to 
do  fo.  Change  of  air  is  the  beft  thing  in  the 
world  for  your  dhlemper.  And  if  not  to  cure 
yourfelf,  at  leaft,  have  fo  much  goodnefs  for 
your  friends  here,  as  to  come  and  cure  us  ;  for 
it  is  a  diftemper  we  are  over-run  with.  I  am  fure 
your  company  would  go  a  great  way  towards 
my  recovery  ;  for  I  afTure  you,  nobody  has  a 
greater  value  for  you  than  I  have,  and  hope  I 
lhall  have  the  good  fortune  to  fee  you  before  I 
die. 

I  have  no  fort  of  correfpondence  with  the  per- 
fon  you  have  not  feen,  and  wonder  at  nothing 
they  do,  or  do  not  do. 

I  will  let  your  brother  *  and  mine  know,  that 
you  remembered  him,  in  my  letter.  He  is  as 
good  a  man  as  lives. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  wifli  you  had  not  encou- 
raged my  fcribbling  to  you,  when  you  find  I  am 
ftill  fuch  an  infipid  correfpondent ;  but  with  that 
which  Hiope  will  make  fome  amends,  am,  with 
great  fincerity  and  refpect,  your  mort  faithful 
friend,  and  humble  fen-ant,  M.  ORMOND. 

LET- 

*  In  the  fociety  of  fixteen,  Charles  Lord  Butler  of  We  (ton, 
and  Earl  of  Arran,  brother  to  the  EKike  of  Orniond,  on  whofe 
attainder  he  was  elected  Chancellor  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford. 
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LETTER      CCCXVIII. 

LORD    BOLINGCROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

December  25,   1723.  * 

NEVER  letter  came  more  opportunely,  than 
your  lafl.  The  gout  had  made  me  a  fe- 
cond  vifit,  and  feveral  perfons  were  congramlar- 
ing  with  me  on  the  good  effect  of  the  waters, 
which  had  determined  my  former  illnefs,  to  a 
diftemper  fo  deferable.  My  toe  pained  me  ;  thefe 
compliments  tired  me ;  and  I  would  have  taken 
my  fever  again,  to  give  the  gout  to  all  the  com- 
pany. At  that  inftant,  your  letter  was  delivered 
to  me.  It  cleared  my  brow,  diverted  my  ill  hu- 
mour, and  at  laft  made  me  forget  my  pain.  I 
told  the  perfons,  who  were  fitting  round  my  bed, 
and  who  teftified  fome  furprife  at  fo  futlden  a 
change,  that  this  powerful  epiftle  came  from  Ire- 
land. At  which,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  did  not  ob- 
ferve  that  their  furprife  diminifhed.  But  the 
dulleft  fellow  among  them,  who  was  a  prieft, 
(for  that  happens  to  be  the  cafe  fometimes  in  this 
country)  told  the  others,  that  Ireland  formerly 
had  been  called  Infula  fanEtornm  :  That  by  the  ac- 
quaintance he  had  at  the  Iriih  college,  he  made 
F  i'  2  no 

*  This  letter  appears  to  have  htcn  written  from  France,  tho* 
Lord  Bolinghroke  had  come  over  to  England  in  the  latter  end 
of  June  this  year,  in  order  to  plead  liis  pardon,  which  liud  paf- 
fcd  the  feals  on  the  28th  of  May. 
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no  doubt  of  Her  deferring  (till  the  fame  appella- 
tion :  And  that  they  might  be  fure,  that  the  three, 
pages  were  filled  with  mature  d1  edification^  et  ma- 
tier  e  de  confolationy  which  he  hoped  I  would  be  fo 
good  as  to  communicate  to  them.  A  learned 
R.ofycrucian  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  a  fool, 
of  as  much  knowledge,  and  as  much  wit,  as 
ever  I  kne\v  in  my  life,  fmiled  at  the  Doctor's  fim- 
plicity  ;  obferved,  that  the  effect  was  too  fudden 
for  a  caufe  fo  heavy  in  its  operations  ;  faid  a  great 
many  extravagant  things  about  natural  and  theur- 
gic  magic ;  and  informed  us,  that  though  the  fages, 
who  deal"  in  occult  fciences,  have  been  laughed 
out  of  fome  countries,  and  driven  out^of  others, 
yet  there  are,  to  his  knowledge,  many  of  them  in 
Ireland.  I  flopped  thefe  gueflers,  and  others 
who  were  perhaps  ready,  by  afTuring  them,  that 
my  correfpondent  was  neither  a  faint,  nor  a  con- 
jurer. They  aflced  me,  what  he  was  then  ?  I  an- 
fvvered,  that,  they  fhould  know  it  from  yourfelf ; 
and,  opening  your  letter,  I  read  to  them,  in 
French,  the  character  which  you  draw  of  your- 
,f  elf.  Particular  parts  of  it  were  approved  or"  con- 
demned by  every  one,  as  every  one's  own  habits 
induced  them  to  judge  ;  but  they  all  agreed,  that 
my  correfpondent  flood  in  need  of  more  ileep, 
more  victuals,  lefs  ale, -and  better  company.  I 
defended  you  the  beft  I  could  ;  and,  bad  as  the 
caufc  was,  I  found  means  to  have  the  laft  word, 
which,  in  deputes,  you  know,  is  the  capital 
point.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  I  convinced 

nobody^ 
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nobody,  not  even  the  weakeft  of  the  company, 
that  is,  myfelf. 

I  flatter  my  friendmip  for  you  with  the  hopes, 
that  you  are  really  in  the  cafe,  in  which  you  fay, 
that  our  friend  Pope  feems  to  be  ;  and  that  you 
do  not  know  your  own  character.  Or  did  you 
mean  to  amufe  yourfelf,  like  thatiamous  painter, 
who,  inftead  of  copying  Nature,  tried,  in  one  of 
his  defigns,  how  far  it  was  poffible  to  depart 
from  his  original  ?  Whatever  your  intention  was, 
I  will  not  be  brought  in  among  thofe  friends, 
whofe  misfortunes  have. given  them  an  habitual 
fournefs.  I  declare  to  you,  once  for  all,  that  I 
am  not  unhappy  ;  and  that  I  never  (hall  be  fo, 
vinlefs  I  fink  under  fome  phyfical  evil.  Retrench 
therefore  the  proportion  of  peevifhnefs,  which 
you  fet  to  my  account.  You  might,  for  feveral 
other  reafons,  retrench  the  proportions  which 
you  fet  to  the  account  of  others,  and  fo  leave 
yourfelf  without  peevifhnefs,  or  without'excufe. 
I  lament,  and  have  always  lamented,  your  being 
placed  in  Ireland  ;  but  you  are  worfe  than  pee- 
vi(h, — you  are  unjuft,  when  you  fay,  that  it  was 
either  not  in  the  power,  or  will  of  a  miniftry,  to 
place  you  in  England.  Write  miniftcr,  friend 
Jonathan,  and  fcrape  out  the  words,  either,  power, 
or  ;  after  which  the  paflage  will  run  as  well,  and 
be  conformable  to  the  truth  of  things.  I  know 
but  one  man  *  who  had  power  at  that  time  j  and 
F  f  3  that 

*  Lord  Oxford. 
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that  wretched  man,  had  neither  the  will,  nor  the 
Ikill,  to  make  a  good  ufe  of  it. 

We  talk  of  characters  :  Match  me  that,  if  you 
can,  among  all  the  odd  phoenomena  which  have 
appeared  in  the  moral  world.  I  have  not  a  Ta- 
citus by  me  ;  but  I  believe  that  I  remember 
your  quotation,  and,  as  a  mark  that  I  hit  right, 
I  make  no  comment  upon  it.  As  you  defcribe 
your  public  fpirit,  it  feems  to  me  to  be  a  difeafe, 
as  well  as  your  peevifhnefs.  Your  propofals  for 
reforming  the  ftate,  are  admirable ;  and  your 
fchemes  concife.  With  refpedt  to  your  humble 
fervant,  you  judge  better  than  you  did  in  a  letter 
I  received  from  you  about  four  years  ago.  You 
feemed,  at  that  time,  not  fo  afraid  of  the  nightin- 
gale's falling  into  the  ferpent's  mouth.  This  re- 
flection made  me  recollect,  that  I  writ  you  at  that 
time,  a  long  epiftle  in  metre.  After  rummaging, 
among  my  papers,  1  found  it,  and  fend  it  with 
my  letter  :  It  will  ferve  to  entertain  you  the  firft 
falt-day.  I  depend  on  the  fidelity  of  your  friend- 
ihip,  that  it  ihall  fall  under  no  eye  but  your 
own.  Adieu. 

I  read  in  Engliih,  (for  fhe  underftands  it),  to  a 
certain  Lady.,  the  paiTage  of  your  letter,  which 
relates  to  her.  The  Latin  I  moft  generoufly  con- 
cealed. She  defires  you  to  receive  the  compli- 
ments of  one,  \\ho  is  Ib  far  from  being  equal  to 
fifty  others  of  her  lex,  that  flic  never  found  her- 
ielf  equal  to  any  one  of  them.  She  fays,  that  fhe 
has  neither  youth  nor  beauty ;  but  that  Ihe  hopes, 
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on  the  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  flie  has 
had  with  you,  when  you  meet,  if  that  ever  hap- 
pens, to  caft  fuch  a  mift  before  your  eyes,  that 
you  lhall  not  perceive  fhe  wants  either  of  them. 


LETTER       CCCXIX. 

TO   HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  LORD  CARTERET, 
LORD-LIEUTENANT    OF    IRELAND. 

MY  LORD,  April  28,   1724. 

MANY  of  the  principal  perfons^in  this  king- 
dom, diftinguiihed  for  their  loyalty  to 
his  prefent  Majefty,  hearing  that  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  known  to  your  Excellency,  have  for 
fome  time  prefled  me  very  earneftly,  fince  you 
were  declared  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  kingdom, 
to  reprefent  to  your  Excellency,  the  apprehen- 
fions  they  are  under,  concerning  Mr  Wood's 
patent  for  coining  half-pence  to  pafs  in  Ireland. 
Your  Excellency  knows  the  unanimous  fenti- 
ments  of  the  parliament  here  upon  that  matter : 
And,  upon  enquiry,  you  will  find,  that  there 
is  not  one  pcrfon  of  any  rank  or  party  in  this 
whole  kingdom,  who  does  not  look  upon  that 
patent  as  the  moft  ruinous  project  that  ever  was 
contrived  againft  any  nation.  Neither  is  it 
doubted,  that,  when  your  Excellency  fhall  be 
thoroughly  informed,  your  juftice  and  compaf- 
fion  for  an  injured  people,  ->v:ll  force  yon  to  em- 
ploy your  credit  for  their  relief, 

I 
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I  have  made  bold  to  fend  you,  inclofed,  two 
ftnall  tra<fts  on  this  fubjecT: ;  one  written  (as  it  is 
fuppofed)  by  the  Earl  of  Abercorn  j  the  other 
is  entitled  to  a  Weaver,  and  fuited  to  the  vulgar, 
but  thought  to  be  the  work  of  a  better  hand. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  forgive  an  old 
humble  fervant,  and  one  who  always  loved  and 
efteemed  you,  for  interfering  in  matters  out  of  his 
province  ;  which  he  would  never  Jhave  done,  if 
many  of  the  greateft  perfons  here  had  not,  by 
their  importunity,  drawn  him  out  of  his  retire- 
ment, to  venture  giving  you  a  little  trouble,  in 
hopes  to  fave  their  country  from  utter  deftruc- 
tion,  for  which  the  memory  of  your  government 
will  be  bleiTed  by  pofterity. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  your  Ex- 
cellency here  ;  and  do  promife,  neither  to  be  a 
frequent  vifitor,  nor  troublefome  folicitor,  but 
ever  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXX. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

MY  LORD,  Jline  9>  1724. 

IT  is  above  a  month  fince  I  took  the  boldnefs 
of  writing  to  your  Excellency,  upon  a  fub- 
je£l  where  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  is  highly 
concerned. 
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I  writ  at  the  defire  of  feveral  confiderable  per- 
fons  here,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  1  had 
the  honour  of  being  well  known  to  you. 

I  could  have  wifhed  your  Excellency  had  conde- 
fcended  fo  far,  as  to  let  one  of  your  under-clerks 
have  ijgnified  to  me  that  a  letter  was  received/ 

1  have  long  been  out  of  the  world  ;  but  have 
not  forgotten  what  ufed  to  pafs  among  thofe  I 
lived  with,  while  I  was  in  it :  And  I  can  fay, 
that,  during  the  experience  of  many  years,  and 
many  changes  in  affairs,  your  Excellency,  and 
one  more,  who  is  not  worthy  to  be  compared  to 
you,  are  the  only  great  perfons  that  ever  refufed 
to  anfwer  a  letter  from  me,  without  regard  to 
bufinefs,  party,  or  greatncfs  ;  and  if  I  had  not  a 
peculiar  efteem  for  your  perfonal  qualities,  I 
fhould  think  myieif  to  be  acting  a  very  inferior 
part  in  making  this  complaint. 

I  never  was  fo  humble  as  to  be  vain  upon  my 
acquaintance  with  men  in  power,  and  always 
rather  chole  to  avoid  it  when  I  was  not  called. 
Neither  were  their  power  or  titles  fuiucient, 
without  merit,  to  make  me  cultivate  them  ;  of 
which  I  have  witnefles  enough  left,  after  all  the 
havock  made  among  them,  by  accidents  of  time, 
or  by  changes  of  peribns,  meafures,  and  opinions. 

I  know  not  how  your  own  conceptions  of 
yourfelf  may  alter,  by  every  new  high  ftation  ; 
but  mine  muft  continue  the  fame,  or  alter  for 
the  worfe. 

I  often  told  a  great  minifter,  whom  you  well 
know,  that  I  valued  him  for  being  the  fame  man 

through 
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through  all  the  progrefs  of  power  and  place. 
I  expelled  the  like  in  your  Lordihip  ;  and  ftill 
hope,  that  I  {hall  be  the  only  perfon  who  will 
ever  find  it  otherwife. 

I  pray  God  to  direct  your  Excellency,  in  all 
your  good  undertakings,  and  efpecially  in  your 
government  of  this  kingdom. 

I  (hall  trouble  you  no  more  j  but  remain,  with 
great  refpeft, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  Excellency's 
Mo  ft  obedient  and 
Moft  humble  fervant. 


LETTER      CCCXXI. 

LORD    C *    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Arlington-ftreet)  June  20,   1724. 

TO  begin  by  confeffing  myfelf  in  the  wrong, 
will,  I  hope,  be  fome  proof  to  you,  that 
none  of  the  ftations,  which  I  have  gone  through, 
have  hitherto  had  the  effects  upon  me,  which 
you  apprehend.  If  a  month's  filence  has  been 
turned  to  my  difadvantage  in  your  efteem,  it 
has  at  leaft  had  this  good  effect,  that  I  am 
convinced,  by  the  kindnefs  of  your  reproaches, 


*  Lord  C was  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.     In 

letter  CCCXX.  to  which   this  is  an   anfwcr,   the  Dean  com- 
plained, that  a  former  letter  had  been  a  month  unanfsvered. 
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as  well  as  by  the  goodnefs  of  your  advice,  that 
you  ftill  retnin  fome  part  of  your  former  friend- 
fliip  for  me,  of  which  I  am  the  more  confident, 
from  the  agreeable  freedom  with  which  you  ex- 
prefs  yourfelf :  And  I  fhall  not  forfeit  my  pre- 
tentious to  the  continuance  of  it,  by  doing  any 
thing  that  Ihall  give  you  occafion  to  think  that 
I  am  infenfible  of  it. 

But  to  come  to  the  point :  Your  firft  letter  is 
dated  28th  May,  your  fecond  the  yth  of  June. 
By  the  date  of  this  you  will  fee,  that  the  interval 
of  faience  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  few  excur- 
iions  which  I  have  made  into  the  country  : 
Therefore,  I  defire  you  will  put  the  moft  favour- 
able fenfe. 

The  principal  affair  you  mention,  is  under  ex- 
amination *  ;  and,  till  that  is  over,  I  am  not  in- 
formed fufficiently  to  make  any  other  judgment 
of  the  matter,  than  that  which  I  am  naturally- 
led  to  make,  by  the  general  averfion  which  ap- 
pears to  it  in  the  whole  nation. 

I  hope  the  nation  will  not  fuffer,  by  my  being 
in  this  great  ftation  5  and  if  I  can  contribute  to 
its  profperity,  I  ihall  think  it  the  honour  and 
happiuefs  of  my  life.  I  de-fire  you  to  believe 
what  I  fay,  and  particularly  when  I  profefs  my- 
felf  to  be,  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft  faith- 
ful and  affectionate  humble  fervant,  C. 

LET- 

*  Pi-obably  that  of  Mr  V/ood's  patent  for  coining  half-pence 
and  farthings  for  Ireland,  which  was  referred  to  the  Lords 
oftht:  Ptivv  Council  of  England,  who,  on  the  24th  of  July, 
1724,  drew  up  a  report,  juftifying  the  patentee. 
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LETTER      CCCXXII. 

TO    HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE    LORD  CARTERET 
LORD-LIEUTENANT    OF    IRELAND. 

•   My  LORD,  July  9,  1724. 

I  HUMBLY  claim  the  privilege  of  an  infe* 
rior,  to  be  the  laft  writer ;  yet  with  great  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  condefcenfion  in  anfwer- 
ing  my  letters,  I  cannot  but  complain  of  you, 
for  putting  me.  in  the  wrong.  I  am  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  waiting-woman,  who  told  her 
lady,  that  nothing  vexed  her  more,  than  to  be 
caught  in  a  lie.  But,  what  is  worfe,  J  have  difco- 
vered  in  myfelf  fomewhat  of  the  bully  ;  and  that*, 
after  all  my  rattling,  you  have  brought  me  down 
to  be  as  humble  as  the  moft  diftant  attender  at 
your  levee.  It  is  well  your  Excellency's  talents 
are  in  few  hands  ;  for,  if  it  were  otherwife,  we, 
who  pretend  to  be  free-fpeakers,  in  quality  of 
philosophers,  fhoulcl  be  utterly  cured  of  our  for- 
wardnefs  ;  at  leaft,  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  an 
end  of  mine,  with  regard  to  your  Excellency. 
Yet,  my  Lord,  I  am  ten  years  older  than  I  was 
when  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  you  laft,  and  confe- 
quently  ten  times  more  tefty.  Therefore  I  foretell, 
that  you,  who  could  fo  eafily  conquer  fo  captious 
a  perfon,  and  of  fo  little  confequence,  will  quick- 
ly fubdue  this  whole  kingdom  to  love  and  reye- 
rence  you.  I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpccV, 
MY  LORD,  Sec. 
t  LET- 
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TO    EDWARD    EARL    OF    OXFORD. 

On  his  Father's  Death. 

MY  LORD,  July  1724. 

ALTHOUGH  I  had,  for  two  years  paft, 
inured  myfelf  to  expect  the  death  of  my 
Lord  your  father,  from  the  frequent  accounts 
of  the  bad  condition  of  his  health  ;  yet  the  news 
of  it  ftruck  me  fo  fenfibly,  that  I  had  not  fpirit 
enough  to  condole  with  your  Lordfhip,  as  I 
ought  to  have  done,  for  fo  great  a  lofs  to  the 
world  and  yourfelf.  It  is  true,  indeed,  you  no 
longer  wanted  his  care  and  tendernefs,  nor  his 
example,  to  incite  you  to  virtue  ;  but  his  friend- 
fhip  and  converfation  you  will  ever  want,  becaufe 
they  are  qualities  fo  rare  in  the  world,  and  3r> 
which  he  fo  much  excelled  all  others.  It  hath 
pleafed  me,  in  the  midft  of  my  grief,  to  hear 
that  he  preferved  the  greatnefs,  and  calmnefs, 
and  intrepidity  of  his  mind,  to  his  laft  minutes  : 
For  it  was  fit  that  fuch  a  life  fhould  terminate 
with  equal  luftre  to  the  whole  progrefs  of  it. 

I  rnuft  now  beg  leave  to  apply  to  your  Lord- 

fhip's  juftice.     He  was  often  pleafed  to  promife 

me  his  picture  ;  but  his  troubles,  and  fkknefs, 

and  want  of  opportunity,  and  my  abfence,  pre- 

VOL.  XV.  G  g  vented 
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vented  him.  I  do  therefore  humbly  infift,  that 
your  Lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  difcharge  what  I  al- 
moft  look  upon  as  a  legacy. 

I  would  entreat  another  and*  much  greater  fa- 
Tour  of  your  Lordfhip,  that,  at  your  leifure 
hours,  you  would  pleafe  to  infpect,  among  your 
father's  papers,  whether  there  be  any  memorials 
that  may  be  of  ufe  towards  writing  his  life; 
which  I  have  fometimes  mentioned  to  him,  and 
often  thought  on,  when  I  little  thought  to  fur- 
vive  him.  1  have  formerly  gathered  fttveral  hints, 
but  want  many  memorials,  efpecially  of  his  more 
early  times,  which  might  be  eafily  fupplied.  And 
fuch  a  work  moft  properly  belongs  to  me,  who 
loved  and  refpecl:ed  him  above  all  men,  and  had 
the  honour  to  know  him  better  than  any  other 
of  my  level  did. 

I  humbly  beg  your  Lordfhip's  pardon,  for  fo 
long  a  letter,  upon  fo  mournful  an  occafion  ;  and 
expect  your  juftice  to  believe,  that  I  am,  and  {hall 
«ver  be,  with  the  greateft  refpeft, 
MY  LOUD, 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
Moft  obliged,  and 

Moft  humble  fervant. 

I  defire  to  prefcnt  my  moft  humble  refpecls  to 
my  Lady  Oxford. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCCXXIV. 

LORD    C TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Arlington-Street^  Aug.  4,  1724. 

YOUR  claim  to  be  the  laft  writer,  is  what 
I  can  never  allow :  That  is  the  privilege  of 
ill  writers.  And  I  am  refolved  to  give  you  com- 
plete fotisfaction,  by  leaving  it  with  you,  whether 
I  fhall  be  that  laft  writer  or  not.  Methinks  I  fee 
you  throw  this  letter  upon  your  table,  in  the 
heighth  of  fpleen,  becaufe  it  may  have  interrupted 
fame  of  your  more  agreeable  thoughts.  But  then, 
in  return,  you  may  have  the  comfort  of  not  an- 
fwering  it,  and  fo  convince  my  Lord  Lieutenant, 
that  you  value  him  lefs  now,  than  you  did  ten 
years  ago.  I  don't  know  but  this  might  become 
a  free  fpeaker,  and  a  philofopher.  Whatever 
you  may  think  of  it,  I  fliall  not  be  tefty,  but  en- 
deavour to  fhew,  that  I  am- not  altogether  infen- 
{ible  of  the"  force  of  that  genius,  which  hath  out- 
fhone  moft  of  this  age,  and,  when  you  will  dif- 
play  it  again,  can  convince  us,  that  its  luftrc 
and  ftrength  are  ftill  the  fame. 

Once  more,  I  commit  myfelf  to  your  cenftire, 
and  am,  Sir,  with  great  refpecl,  your  moft  affec- 
tionate humble  fervant,  C. 

G  g  2  LET- 
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LETTER      CCCXXV. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  LORD  CARTERET, 
LORD  LIEUTENANT  OF  IRELAND. 

MY  LORD,  Sept.  3,  1724, 

BEING  ten  years  older,  than  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  fee  your  Excellency  laft,  by  con- 
fequence,  if  I  am  fubjedl:  to  any  ailments,  they 
are  now  ten  times  worfe,  and  fo  it  happened.  For 
I  have  been,  this  month  paft,  fo  peftered  with  the 
return  of  a  noife  and  deafnefs  in  my  ears,  that  I 
had  not  fpirit  to  perform  the  common  offices  of 
life,  much  lefs  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  and 
lead  of  all,  to  anfwer  fo  obliging  and  condefcend- 
ing  a  letter,  as  that  I  received  from  you.  But 
thefe  ugly  ten  years  have  a  worfe  confequencej 
that  they  utterly  deftroy  any  title  to  the  good 
opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  me,  as  an 
amufer  of  the  world  and  myfelf.  To  have  pre- 
ferved  that  talent,  I  ought,  as  I  grew  older,  to 
have  removed  into  a  better  climate,  inftead  of 
being  funk  for  life  in  a  worfe.  I  imagine  France 
would  be  proper  for  me  now, — and  Italy,  ten 
years  hence.  However,  I  am  not  fo  bad  as  they 
would  make  me  :  For,  fince  I  left  England,  fuch 
a  parcel  of  trafh  has  been  there  fathered  upon 
me,  that  nothing  but  the  good  judgment  of  my 
friends,  could  hinder  them  from  thinking  me  to 
be  grown  the  greateft  dunce  alive. 

There 
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There  is  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom,  jud 
gone  for  England  ;  it  is  Dr  George  Berkeley, 
Dean  of  Deny,  the  beft  preferment  among  us, 
being  worth  about  i  lool.  a-year.  He  takes  the 
Bath  in  his  way  to  London  ;  and  will,  of  courfe, 
attend  your  Excellency,  and  be  prefented,  I  fup- 
pofe,  by  his  friend  my  Lord  Burlington.  And, 
becaufe  a -believe  you  will  chufe  out-  fome  very 
idle  minutes  to  read  this  letter,  perhaps  you  may 
not  be  ill  entertained  witfy  fome  account  of  the 
man,  and  his  errand.  He^was  a  Fellow  in  the 
Univerlity  here  ;  and,  going  to  England  very 
young,  about  thirteen  years  ago,  he  became  the 
founder  of  a  feet,  there  called  the  Immaterialijlsj 
by  the  force  of  a  very  curious  bo'ok  upon  that 
fubject.  Dr  Smallridge,  and  many  other  eminent 
perfons,  were  his  profclytes.  I  lent  him  fecretary 
and  chaplain,  to  Sicily,  with  my  Lord  Peter- 
borow ;  and,  upon  his  Lord  (hip's  return,  Dr 
Berkeley  fpent  above  feven  years  in  travelling 
over  moft  parts  of  Europe,  but  chiefly  through 
every  corner  of  Italy,  Sicily,  and  other  iflands. 
When  he  came  back  to  England,  he  found  ib 
many  friends,  that  he  was  effectually  recommend- 
ed to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  by  whom  he  was 
lately  made  Dean  of  Deny.  Your  Excellency 
will  be  frighted,  when  I  tell  you  all  this  is  but  an 
introduction  :  For  I  am  now  to  mention  his  er- 
rand. He  is  an  abfolute  philofopher,  with  re- 
gard to  money,  titles,  and  power  ;  and,  for  three 
years  part,  hath  been  ftruck  with  a  notion  of 
G  g  3  founding ; 
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founding  an  Univerfity  at  Bermudas,  by  a  char- 
ter from  the  Crown.  He  hath  feduced  feveral 
of  the  hopefulleft  young  clergymen,  and  others 
here,  many  of  them  well  provided  for,  and  all 
of  them  in  the  faireft  way  of  preferment :  But, 
in  England,  his  conquefts  are  greater  ;  and,  I 
doubt,  will  fpread  very  far  this  Winter.  He 
Ihewed  me  a  little  tract,  which  he  defigns  to  pu- 
blifli  ;  and  there  your  Excellency  will  fee  his 
whole  fcheme  of  a  life  academico-philofophical, 
(I  fhall  make  you  remember  what  you  were),  of  a 
college  founded  for  Indian  fcholars  and  miffion- 
aries ;  where  he,  moft  exorbitantly,  propofeth  a 
whole  hundred  pounds  a-year  for  himfclf,  forty 
pounds  for  a  Fellow,  and  ten  for  a  Student.  His 
heart  will  break,  if  his  deanry  be  not  taken  from 
him,  and  left  to  your  Excellency's  difpofal.  I 
difcourage  him  by  the  coldnefs  of  Courts  and 
Minifters,  who  will  interpret  all  this  as  impofiible, 
and  a  vifion  ;  but  nothing  will  do.  And,  there- 
fore, I  do  humbly  entreat  your  Excellency,  ei- 
ther to  ufe  fuch  perfuafions  as  will  keep  one  of 
the  firft  men  in  this  kingdom,  for  learning  and 
virtue,  quiet  at  home,. — or  am"  ft  him,  by  your 
credit,  to  compafs  his  romantic  defign  ;  which, 
however,  is  very  noble  and  generous,  and  direct- 
ly proper  for  a  great  perfon  of  your  excellent 
education  to  encourage. 

I  mufl  now,  in  all  humility,  entreat  one  favour 
of  you,  as  you  are  Lord  Lieutenant.  Mr  Proby, 
furgeon  of  the  army  here,  laid  out  the  greateft 

part 
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part  of  his  fortune,  to  buy  a  captainfliip  for  his 
eldeft  fon.  The  young  man  was  lately  accufed  of 
difcovering  an  inclination  to  Popery,  while  he 
was  quartered  in  Gal  way.  The  report  of  the 
Court-Martial  is  tranfmitted  to  your  Excellency. 
The  univerfal  opinion  here,  is,  that  the  accufation 
was  falfe  and  malicious  :  And  the  Archbilhop  of 
Tuam,  in  whofe  diocefe  Galway  is,  upon  a  ftricT: 
enquiry,  hath  declared  it  to  be  fo.  But  all  this 
is  not  to  fway  with  your  Excellency,  any  more, 
than  that  the  father  is  moft  univerlally  beloved  of 
any  man  I  ever  knew  in  his  ftation.  But  I  entreat, 
that  you  will  pleafe  to  hear  the  opinion  of  others, 
who  may  fpeak  in  his  favour  ;  and,  perhaps,  will 
tell  you,  that  as  party  is  not  in  the  cafe,  fo  you 
cannot  do  any  perfonal  thing  more  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  than  in  inclining  towards 
lenity  to  Mr  Proby  and  his  family  ;  altho'  I  have 
reafon  to  be  confident,  that  they  neither  need, 
nor  defire  more  than  juftice.  I  beg  your  Excel- 
lency will  remember  my  requeft  to  be,  only,  that 
you  would  hear  others,  and  not  think  me  fo  very- 
weak,  as  to  imagine  I  could  have  hopes  of  giving 
the  leaft  turn  to  your  mind.  Therefore,  I  hope, 
what  I  have  faid  is  pardonable  in  every  refpecl:, 
but  that  of  taking  up  your  time. 

My  Lord,  we  are  here  preparing  for  your  re- 
ctotion,  and  for  a  quiet  fefiion  under  your  go- 
vernmdnt;  but,  whether  you  approve  the  man- 
ner, I  can  only  guefs.  It  is  by  univerfal  decla- 
rations ajjainft  Wood's  coin.  One  thing  I  am 

confident 
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confident  of,  that  your  Excellency  will  find  and 
leave  us  under  difpoiltions,  very  different,  to- 
wards your  perfon  and  high  ftation,  from  what 
have  appeared  towards  others. 

I  have  no  other  excufe  for  the  length  of  this 
letter,  but  a  faithful  promife,  that  I  will  never  be 
guilty  of  the  fame  fault  a  fccond  time.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXXVI. 

LORD    BOLINGBR.OKE    T.O    DR    SWIFT. 

Sept.    12,    1724. 

IT  is  neither  ficknefs,  nor  journies,  nor  ill 
humours,  nor  age,  nor  vexation,  nor  ftupi- 
dity,  which  has  hindered  me  from  anfwering 
fooner  your  letter  of  the  month  of  June ;  but 
a  very  prudent  consideration,  and  one  of  the 
greateft  ftrains  of  policy  I  ever  exercifed  in  my 
life.  Should  I  anfwer  you  in  a  month,  you 
might  think  yourfelf  obliged  to  anfwer  me  in  fix ; 
and,  feared  at  the  fore  fatigue  of  writing  twice 
a-year  to  an  abfent  friend,  you  might  (for  ought 
either  you  or  I  can  tell)  flop  fhort,  and  not  write 
at  all.  Now,  this  would  difappoint  all  my  pro- 
jects ;  for,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  have  been 
drawing  you  in  thefe  feveral  years,  and,  by  my 
paft  fuccefs,  I  begin  to  hope,  that  in  about  ten 
more,  I  may  eftablifh  a  right  of  hearing  from 
you  once  a-quarter.  The  gout  neither  clears  my 

head,. 
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head,  nor  warms  my  imagination  j  and  I  am 
afhamed  to  own  to  you,  how  near  the  truth  I 
kept,  in  the  defcription  of  what  paffed  by  my 
bed-fide,  in  the  reading  of  your  letter.  The  fcene 
was  really  fuch  as  I  painted  it  j  and  the  com- 
pany was  much  better  than  you  feem  to  think 
it.  "When  I,  who  pafs  a  great  part,  very  much 
the  greateft,  of  my  life  alone,  faliy  forth  into  the 
world,  I  am  very  far  from  expecting  to  improve 
myfelf  by  the  converfation  I  find  there;  and  itill 
farther  from  caring  one  jot  for  what  paffcs  there. 
In  fhort,  I  am  no  longer  the  bubble  you  knew 
me  ;  and  therefore,  when  I  mingle  in  fociety,  h 
is  purely  for  my  amufement.  If  mankind  divert 
me  (and  I  defy  them  to  give  me  your  diftemper, 
the  fpleen)  it  is  all  I  expect  or  afk  of  them.  By 
this  iincere  confeifion  you  may  perceive,  that 
your  great  mafters  of  reafon  are  not  "for  my 
turn;  their  thorough  bafs  benumbs  my  faculties. 
I  feek  the  fiddle,  or  the  flute,  fomething  to  raife, 
or  fomething  to  calm  my  fpirits  agreeably  ;  gay 
flights,  or  foothing  images.  I  do  not  diflike  a 
fellow,  whofe  imagination  runs  away  with  him, 
and  who  has  wit  enough  to  be  half  mad  ;  nor 
him,  who  atones  for  a  fcanty  imagination,  by  an 
ample  fund  of  oddnefs  and  fingularity.  If  good 
fenfe,  and  great  knowledge,  prevail  a  little  too 
much  in  any  character,  I  defire  there  may  be 
at  leaft  fome  latent  ridicule,  which  may  be  called 
forth  upon  occafion,  and  render  the  perfon  a 
tolerable  companion.  By  this  fketcli,  you  may 

judge 
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judge  of  my  acquaintance.  The  dead  friends, 
with  whom  I  pafs  my  time,  you  know.  The  liv- 
ing ones  are  of  the  fame  fort,  and  therefore  few. 

I  pafs  over  that  part  of  your  letter,  which  is  a 
kind  of  an  elegy  on  a  departed  minifter  *  ;  and  I 
promife  you  folemnly,  neither  to  mention  him, 
nor  think  of  him  more,  till  I  come  to  do  him 
juftice  in  an  hiftory  of  the  firft  twenty  years  of 
this  century,  which  I  believe  I  fliall  write,  if  I 
live  three  or  four  years  longer.  But  I  muft  take 
a  little  more  notice  of  the  paragraph  which  fol- 
lows. The  verfes  I  fent  you  are  very  bad,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  very  good  :  Mediocribus  ejje 
poetis  non  dii  non  homines,  &c.  N I  did  not  fend 
them  to  be  admired  ;  and  you  would  do  them 
too  much  honour,  if  you  criticifed  them.  Pope 
took  the  beft  parry  ;  for  he  faid  not  one  word 
to  me  about  them.  All  I  defire  of  you,  is,  to  con- 
fider  them  as  a  proof,  that  you  have  never  been 
out  of  my  thoughts,  though  you  have  been  fo 
long  out  of  my  fight ;  and  if  I  remember  you. 
upon  paper  for  the  future,  it  fhall  be  in  profe. 

I  muft,  on  this  occafion,  fet  you  right,  as  to 
an  opinion,  which  I  (hould  be  very  forry  to  have 
you  entertain  concerning  me.  The  term  efprli 
forty  in  Englifli,  Free-thinker,  is,  according  to 
my  obfervation,  ufually  applied  to  them,  whom 
I  looked  upon  to  be  the  pefts  of  fociety  ;  becaufe 
their  endeavours  are  directed  to  loofen  the  bands 
of  it,  and  to  take  at  leaft  one  curb  out  of  the 

mouth, 

*  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  whc  died  in  June  1724. 
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mouth  of  that  wild  beaft,  man,  when  it  would 
be  well  if  he  was  checked  by  half  a  fcore  others. 
Nay,  they  go  farther.  Revealed  religion  is  a 
lofty  and  pompous  ftructure,  creeled  clofe  to  the 
humbb  and  plain  building  of  natural  religion. 
Some  have  objected  to  you,  who  are  the  archi- 
tects, et  les  concierges,  (we  want  that  word  in  Erf- 
glifli)  of  the  former,  to  you  who  build,  or  at 
leaft  repair  the  houfe,  and  who  fhew  the  rooms, 
that,  to  ftrengthen  fome  parts  of  your  own 
building,  you  (hake,  and  even  flip  the  foundation 
of  the  other.  And  between  you  and  I,  Mi* 
Dean,  this  charge  may  be  juftified  in  fever.il  in- 
ftances  \  but  ftill  your  intention  is  not  to  demo- 
lifh  :  Whereas  the  efpritfort,  or  the  free-thinker, 
is  fet  upon  pulling  down  your  houfe  about  your 
ears ;  that  if  he  was  let  alone,  he  would  deftroy 
the  other  for  being  fo  near  it,  and  mingle  both, 
in  one  common  ruin.  I,  therefore,  not  only  dif- 
own,  but  deteft  this  character.  If,  indeed,  by 
efprit  fort,  or  free- thinker,  you  only  mean  a 
man,  who  makes-a  free  ufe  of  his  reafon,  who 
fearches  after  truth  without  paffion  or  prejudice, 
and  adheres  inviolably  to  it,  you  mean  a  wife 
and  honeft  man,  and  fuch  an  one  as  I  labour  to 
be.  The  faculty  of  dilHnguifhing  between  right 
and  wrong,  true  and  falfe,  which  we  call  reafon, 
or  common  fcnfe,  which  is  given  to  every  man  by 
our  bountiful  Creator,  and  which  moft  men  lofe 
by  neglect,  is  the  light  of  the  mind,  and  ought  to 
guide  all  operations  of  it.  To  abandon  this  rule, 

and 
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and  to  guide  our  thoughts  by  any  other,  is  full  a$ 
abfurd,  as  it  would  be,  if  you  flioulcl  put  out  your 
eyes,  and  borrow  even  the  beft  ftaff  that  ever  was 
in  the  family  of  the  ftaffs,  when  you  fet  out  upon 
one  of  your  dirty  journies.  Such  free-thinkers 
as  thefe,  I  am  fure  you  cannot,  even  in  your 
apoftolical  capacity,  difapprove  :  For  fmce  the 
truth  of  the  Divine  revelation  of  Chriftianity  is 
as  evident,  as  matters  of  fact,  on  the  belief  of 
which  fo  much  depends,  ought  to  be,  and  agree- 
able to  all  our  ideas  of  juftice,  thefe  free-thinkers 
muft  needs  be  Chriftians,  on  the  .beft  foundation ; 
on  that,  which  St  Paul  himfelf  eftablifhed,  I 
think  it  was  St  Paul,  Omnia  probate  t  quod  botium 
eft  tenete. 

But  you  have  a  further  fecurity  from  thefe 
free-thinkers,  I  do  not  fay  a  better,  and  it  is  this  : 
The  perfons  I  am  defcribing,  think  for  themfelves, 
and  to  themfelves.  Should  they  unhappily  not 
be  convinced  by  your  arguments,  yet  .they  will 
certainly  think  it  their  duty,  not  to  diftuvb  the 
peace  of  the  world,  by  oppofing  you  *.  The 
i  peace 

*  Not  with  (landing  the  declarations  made  by  Lord  Roline- 
broke  in  this  letter,  he  left  his  writings  againft  relirion  to 
Mr  Mallet,  with  a  view  to  their  being  publilhed,  as  appears  by 
his  will ;  and  with  a  pofitive  and  direct  injunction,  to  publifh 


them,  as  appears  by  a  letter   from  M 


Vifcount    Cornbury,    now   in    the    Bri    (h   Mufeum.     We   have 


therefore  his  Lordfnip's  own  authority 
of  the  pefts  of  fociety,  even  if  the  opin 
vanced  againft  religion,  are  true  ;  for 
dire&ed  to  loofsn  the  band  of  it,  and 


Mallet  to  Lord  Hyde, 


o  fay,  that  he  was  one 
ons,  which  he  has  acl- 
s  endeavour  is  certainly 
o  take  at  leaft  one  curb 
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peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind  is  the  great  aim 
of  thefe  free-thinkers  ;  and,  therefore,  as  thofe 
among  them,  who  remain  incredulous,  will  not 
oppofe  you,  fo  thofe,  whom  reafon,  enlightened 
by  grace,  has  made  believers,  may  be  forry,  and 
may  exprefs  their  farrow,  as  I  have  done,  to  fee 
religion  perverted  to  purpofes,  fo  contrary  to  her 
true  intention,  and  firft  defign.  Can  a  good 
Chriftian  behold  the  miniiters  of  the  meek  and 
humble  Jefus,  exercilmg  an  infolent  and  crutl 
ufurpation  over  their  brethren  ?  Or  the  meflcn- 
gers  of  peace  and  good  news,  fctting  all  mankind 
VOL.  XV.  H  h  together 

out  of  the  mouth  of  tint  wild  beaft,  man.  Exprefsly  to  direct 
the  publication  of  writings,  which,  he  believe;],  \vf".:!  1  uibv.rt 
the  morals  and  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  at  a  f.  is  \  '  .-I  he 
could  derive  no  private  advantage  fi  s  per- 

haps an  a£l  of  vvickednefs  more  purely  diabolical,  tban  ;my  hi- 
therto upon  record  i'.i  the  hiftory  of  any  ^;v  Mal'ct 
had  a  pecuniary  teiriptulion  to  afTaffinaie  the  morals  ai.d  happi- 
ncfs  of  his  country,  at  Bolingbroke's  indication  :  His  crime  there- 
fore is  not  equally  a  proof  of  natural  cL-piavit;-,  though  it  is  iin- 
poffible  to  fuppofe  he  lu  :l  leii,  co-ividion  of  the  mifchief  he  was 
doing;  and  it  is  a!fo  in-.poffihle  to  fuppofe,  that  he  could  fe- 
rioufly  think  any  obligation  to  print  Boiingbroke's  infidelity,  in 
copfeqnenre  of  his  injunction,  equivalent  to  the  obligation  he 
\va<;  under  to  fnp,»refs  it,  arifing  from  l!  .  ';,  as  a 
man,  he  ovvd  to  human  nature. 

The  paragraph  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's  will,  by  which.  I  is 
writings  are  bequeathed  to  Mallet;  the  letttr,  which  Lord 
Corubury  wrote  to  Mallet,  upon  hearing  he  was  about  to  pu- 
Ki:h  the  letters,  including  thofe  on  Sacred  Hiffory,  and  MalL-t's 
anfwer,  are,  for  the  reader's  fatisfaftir.n,  printed  at  the  end  of 
this  co'.kftion.  Lord  Cornbury's  letter  is  a  monument,  that 
will  do  more  honour  to  his  memory,  than  all  that  mere  wit  or 
valour  has  atchieved  fince  the  world  bejan. 
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together  by  the  ears  ?  Or  that  religion,  which 
breathes  charity  and  univerfal  benevolence,  fpill- 
ing  more  blood,  upon  reflection,  and  by  fyftem, 
than  the  moft  barbarous  Heathen  ever  did,  in  the 
heat  of  aftion,  and  fury  of  conqueft  ?  Can  he 
behold  all  this  without  an  holy  indignation,  and 
not  be  criminal  ?  Nay,  when  he  turns  his  eyes 
from  thofe  tragical  fcenes,  and  confiders  the  ordi- 
nary tenour  of  things,  do  you  not  think  he  will  be 
fhocked  to  obferve  metaphyfics  fubftituted  to  the 
theory,  and  ceremony  to  the  practice  of  moralty  ? 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  by  this  time 
abundantly  convinced  of  my  orthodoxy,  and  that 
you  will  name  me  no  more  in  the  fame  breath 
with  Spinofa,  whofe  fyftem  of  one  infinite  fub- 
ftance  I  defpife  and  abhor,  as  I  have  a  right  to 
do,  becaufe  I  am  able  to  fhew  why  I  defpife  and 
abhor  it. 

You  defire  me  to  return  home  ;  and  you  pro- 
mife  me,  in  that  cafe,  to  come  to  London,  loaden. 
with  your  travels.  I  am  forry  to  tell  you,  that 
London  is,  in  my  apprehenfion,  as  little  likely  as 
Dublin  to  be  our  place  of  rendezvous.  The  rea- 
fons  for  this  apprehenfion  I  pafs  over  ;  but  1  can- 
not agree  to  what  you  advance  with  the  air  of  a 
maxim,  that  exile  is  the  greateft  punilament  to 
men  of  virtue,  becaufe  virtue  confifts  in  loving 
our  country.  Examine  the  nature  of  this  love, 
from  whence  it  arifes,  how  it  is  nourifhed,  what 
the  bounds  and  rneafures  of  it  are  ;  and  that,  you 
will  difcover,  hpw  far  it  is  virtue,  and  where  it 

becomes 
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becomes  fimplicity,  prejudice,  folly,  and  even 
enthunafm.  A  virtuous  man  in  exile,  may  pro- 
perly enough  be  ftilejd  unfortunate,  but  he  can- 
not be  culled  unhappy.  You  remember  the  rea- 
fon  which  Brutus  gave,  becaufe,  wherever  he 
goes,  he  carries  his  virtue  with  him.  There  is  a 
certain  bulky  volume,  .which  grows  daily,  and 
the  title  of  which  muft,  I  think,  be  Noftfs  Gallic^. 
There  you  may  perhaps  one  day  or  other  lee  a 
diiTertation  upon  this  fubject :  And  to  return  you 
threatening  for  threatening,  you  fhall  be  forced 
to  read  it  out,  though  you  yawn  from  the  firft  to- 
the  laft  page. 

The  word  Ireland  was  ftruck  out  of  the  paper 
you  mention  ;  that  is,  to  fatisfy  your  curiofity, 
and  to  kindle  it  a-new,  I  will  tell  you,  that  this 
anecdote,  which  I  know  not  how  you  came  by, 
is  neither  the  only  one,  nor  the  moft  confiderable 
one  of  the  fame  kind.  The  perfon  you  are  fo  in- 
qui:iuve  about  *,  returns  into  England  the  latter 
end  of  October.  She  has  fo  great  a-mind  to  fee 
you,  that  I  am  not  fure  fhe  will  not  undertake -a 
journey  to  Dublin.  It  is  not  fo  far  from  Lon- 
don to  Dublin,  as  from  Spain  to  Padua j  and 
you  are  as  well  worth  feeing  as  Livy.  But  I  had 
much  rather  you  would  leave  the  humid  climate, 
and  the  dull  company,  in  which,  according  to 
your  account,  a  man  might  grow  old  between 
twenty  and  thirty.  Set  your  foot  on  that  con* 
tinent  j  I  dare  promife,  that  you  will,  in  a  fort- 
II  h  2  night, 

*  His  Lordihip's  fecond  wife,  a  French  Ludy. 


364          DEAN      SWIFT's 

night,  have  gone  back  the  terv  years  you  lament 
fo  much,  and  be  returned  to  that  age,  at  which 
I  left  you.  With  what  pleafure  fliould  I  hear 
you  inter  vina  fugatn  Stella  tnoerere  froterva  ? 
Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCXXVII. 

EDWARD  EARL  OF  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

GOOD  MR  DEAN,       Wimpole,  Nov.  2,  1724. 

THERE  has  nothing  of  late  given  me  fo 
much  real  trouble  and  uneafinefs,  as  my 
having  fo  long  deferred  writing  to  you,  to  make 
my  acknowledgements  for  your  moft  kind  letter  ; 
and  to  allure  you,  that  I  took  every  part  of  your 
obliging  letter,  in  the  manner  you  would  wifh  me 
to  do :  I  muft  fay,  that  amidft  my  grief  and  con- 
cern, it  gave  me  a  fecret  pleafure  to  find,  that  I 
was  thought  of  by  you  ;  and,  what  was  a  great 
addition,  that  you  ftill  retained  the  fame  thoughts 
and  fentiments  of  my  dear  father,  and  that  you 
had  not  laid  afide  the  defign  you  once  entertain- 
ed, of  tranfmitting  his  name  and  ftory  to  pofte- 
rity.  I  did  delay  writing  fome  time,  becaufe  I 
was  in  great  hopes  I  (hould  have  been  able  to 
have  given  you  a  much  more  fatisfaclory  account 
than  I  am  now  able  to  give,  notwithstanding  the 
fearch  I  have  made  in  anfwer  to  your  queftion, 
**  If  he  had  left  any  memoirs  behind  him  "  1  fup- 

pofe 
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pofe  you  mean  in  relation  to  himfelf.  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  any  among  his  papers  in 
town.  This,  with  fome  other  affairs,  drew  the 
time  into  the  length  it  is  ;  but  I  aflure  you,  if  I 
have  the  fatisfaction  to  hear  from  you  again,  (as  I 
hope  I  mall),  I  will  be  more  punctual  in  my  re- 
turns ;  for  I  will  allow  nobody  to  value  and  eiteem 
you  more  than  I  do. 

There  is  certainly  a  very  great  number  of  ma- 
terials for  a  hiftory,  a  vaft  collection  of  letters 
and  other  papers,  a  great  deal  may  be  '  fupplied 
elfevvhere  :  But  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  if  you 
do  not  come  into  England,  nothing  can  be  done ; 
it  will  not  be  poifible  to  do  any  tiling  to  purpofc. 
Without  this  view,  there  would  be  no  body  more 
welcome  to  me  than  yourfelf ;  you  mould  live  in 
your  own  way,  and  do  juft  what  was  moft  agree- 
able to  you  :  I  have  houfes  enough,  you  ihall 
take  your  choice  :  I  muft  with  earneftnefs  repeat 
it  to  you  again,  that  I  beg  you  will  think  of  this^ 
matter  frrioufly. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  piclure,  I  have 
often  heard  my  father  fky,  that  he  did  defiga 
to  fit  for  you,  but  did  not :  I  fhall  certainly  take 
care  that  you  (hall  have  a  picture,  and  a  good, 
one.  Pray  let  me  know  what  fixe  you  would 
have  it  of:  If  you  ddign  it  mould  fit  any  parti- 
cular place,  you  muft  fend  me  the  exacl:  meaiine 
of  the  place. 

Your  fitter  *,  as  you  ufed  to  call  her,  is  much 
H  h  3  yoiu- 

*  Lady  Oxford. 
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your  fervant ;  fhe  has  been  at  the  Bath  for  fome 
time  ;  fhe  is  better  than  wh«n  fhe  went.  I  fup- 
pofe  you  hear  fometimes  from  our  friend  Mr 
Pope  J.  He  has  taken  another  voyage  into  Homer- 
land  *,  as  Gay  calls  it ;  I  wifli  he  may  make  an 
advantageous  voyage  of  it. 

I  doubt  you  will  fay,  that  fince  I  was  fo  long 
before  I  began  to  write,  that,  now  I  have  begun, 
I  do  not  know  when  to  end  ;  I  will  therefore  tell 
you,  that  I  am,  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  mort 
obedient  humble  fervant,  OXFORD. 

I  defire  your  acceptance  of  a  ring,  a  fmall  re- 
membrance of  my  father.  How  lhall  I  fend  it 
you  ? 


LETTER      CCCXXVIII.  f 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

Jan.  25,    1725. 

I  HAVE  a  packet  of  letters,  which  I  intended 
to  fend  by  Molly,  who  hath  been  ftopt  three 
days  by  the  bad  weather  j  but  now  I  will  fend 
them  by  the  poft  to-morrow,  to  Kells,  and  in- 
clofed  to  Mr  Tickell  | ;  there  is  one  to  you,  and 
one  to  James  Stopford. 

I 

»  Tranflation  of  the  Odyfley. 
f  This  teems  to  be  written  from  Qnilca. 
J  Thomas  Tickell,  Efq;   a  very  ingenious  poet,  fecretnry  to 
tie  Lords  Juflices  of  Ireland. 
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I  can  do  no  work  this  terrible  weather  ;  which 
hath  put  us  all  feventy  times  out  of  patience. — 
I  have  been  deaf  nine  days,  and  am  now  pretty 
well  recovered  again. 

Pray  defire  Mr  Stanton  *,  and  Worral  f,  to 
continue  giving  themfelves  fome  trouble  with  Mr 
Pratt  J ;  but  let  it  fucceed  or  not,  I  hope  I  fhall 
be  eafy. 

Mrs  Johnfon  fwears  it  will  rain  till  Michael- 
mas. She  is  fo  pleafed  with  her  pick-ax,  that 
fhe  wears  it  fattened  to  her  girdle,  on  her  left 
fide,  in  balance  with  her  watch.  The  lake  is 
ftrangely  overflown,  and  we- are  defperate  about 
turf,  being  forced  to  buy  it  three  miles  off:  And 
Mrs  Johnfon  (God  help  her  !)  gives  you  many  a 
curfe.  Your  mafon  is  come,  but  cannot  yet 
work  upon  your  garden.  Neither  can  I  agree 
with  him  about  the  great  wall.  For  the  reft-,  vide 
the  letter  you  will  have  on  Monday,  if  Mr  Tic- 
kell  ufes  you  well. 

The  news  of  this  country  is,  that  the  maid  you 
fent  down,  John  Farrelly's  fifter,  is  married ; 
but  the  portion  and  fettlement  are  yet  a  fecret. 
The  cows  here  never  give  milk  on  mid-fummer- 
eve  §. 

You  would  wonder,  what  carking  and  caring 
there  is  among  us,  for  fmall  beer,  and  lean  mut- 
ton, 

*  Dr  Stanton,  a  Matter  in  Chancery. 
f  The  Rev.  Mi-  John  Worral,  the  Dean's  Vicar. 
J  Deputy  Vice-treafurer  of  lrd;inci. 

§  Being  the  time  maids  go  out  to  try  pranks  about  their 
facet-hearts.  Hati'lcf. 
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ton,  and  ftarved  lamb,  and  flopping  gaps,  and 
driving  cattle  from  the  corn.  In  that  we  are  all 
to-be-Dingleyed. 

The  ladies  room  fmokes ;  the  raindrops  from  r 
the  fkies  into  the  kitchen  ;  our  fervants  eat  and 
drink  like  the  devil,  and  pray  for  rain,  which 
entertains  them  at  cards  and  fleep  ;  which  are 
irmch  lighter  than  fpades,  fledges  and  crows. 
Their  maxim  is, 

Eat  like  a  Turk, 

Sleep  like  a  dormoufe  ; 

Be  laft.at  work, 

At  victuals  foremoft.  ' 

Which  is  all  at  prefent  ;  hoping  you  and  your 
good  family  are  well,  as  we,  &c.  are  all  at  this 
prefent  writing,  &c. 

Robin  has  juft  carried  out  a  load  of  bread  and 
cold  meat  for  breakfaft.  This  is  their  way ;  .but 
nov  a  cloud  hangs  over  them,  for  fear  it  fhould 
hold  up,  and  the  clouds  blow  off. 

I  write  on  till  Molly  comes  in  for  the  letter. 
O,  what  a  draggle-tail  will  fhe  be  before  fhe  gets 
to  Dublin'!  I  wilh  Ihe  may  not  happen  to  fall 
upon  her  back  by  the  way. 

I  affirm  againft  Ariftotle,  that  cold  and  rain, 
congregate  homogenes  ;  for  "they  gather  together 
you  and  your  crew,  at  whifr,  punch  and  claret. 
Happy  weather  for  Mrs  Man,  Betty,  and  Stop- 
ford,  and  all  true  lovers  of  cards  and  lazinefs. 

c£'ki- 
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The  bleffings  of  a  country- lift. 

Far  from  our  debtors, 
No  Dublin  letters, 
No:  feen  by  our  betters. 

The  plagues  of  a  country- life. 

A  companion  with  news, 
A  great  want  of  fhoes  ; 
Eat  lean  meat,  or  chufe 
A  church  without  pews. 
Our  horfes  aftray, 
.  No  ftraw,  oats,  or  hay  ; 
December  in  May, 
Our  boys  run  away, 
All  fervants  at  play, 

Molly  fends  for  the  letter. 


LETTER      CCCXXIX. 

TO     MRS     PRATT. 

MADAM,  March  18,  1724-5. 

MRS  FITZMORRICE  did  the  unkindeft 
thing  fhe  could  imagine  ;  fhe  fends  an 
open  note  by  a  fervant,  (for  fhe  was  too  much  a 
prnde  to  write  me  a  letter),  directing  me  to  en- 
quire for  one  Howard,  mafter  of  a  fhip,  who 

had 
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had  brought  over  a  fcreen  to  me,  from  Mrs 
Pratt.  Away  I  ran  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  where 
they  told  me  the  {hip  was  expefted  every  day  : 
But  the 'God  of  winds,  in  confederacy  with  Mrs 
Fitzmorrice,  to  teaze  me,  kept  the  fliip  at  leaft  a 
month  longer,  and  left  me  miferable,  in  a  rtate 
of  impatience,  between  hope  and  fear,  worfe 
than  a  lady  who  apprehends  her  cloaths  will 
not  be  ready  againft  the  birth-day. 

I  will  not  move  your  good-nature,  by  repre- 
fenting  how  many  reftlefs  days  and  nights  I  have 
pafled,  with  what  dreams  my  fleep  hath  been  di- 
fturbed,  when  I  fometimes  faw  the  fhip  finking, 
and  my  fcreen  floating  in  the  fea,  and  the  mer- 
maids ftruggling  which  of  them  ihould  get  it.  At 
laft  Mr  Medlicott  *,  whofe  heart  inclines  him  to 
pity  the  diftrefied,  gave  me  notice  of  its  fafe  arri- 
val. He  interpofed  his  authority  ;  and,  over- 
ruling the  tedious  forms  of  the  cuftom-houfe, 
fent  me  my  fcreen  to 'the  deanry  :  Where  it  was 
immediately  opened,  on  Tuefday  the  i6th  inftant, 
three  minutes,  feven  feconds,  after  four  o'clock, 
the  day  being  fair,  but  fo  me  what  windy,  the  fun 
in  Aries,  and  the  moon  within  thirty-nine  hours 
eight  feconds  and  a  half  of  being  full.  AH  which 
I  find,  by  confulting  Ptolemy,  to  be  fortunate 
incidents,  and  that,  with  due  care,  my  fcreen 
\vill  efcape  the  mops  of  the  houfemaid,  and  the 
greafy  hands  of  the  footmen. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fcreen,  juft  after  dinner, 
fome  company  of  both  fexes  were  prefent.  The 

ladies 

*  One  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Cuftoms. 
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ladies  were  full  of  malice,  and  the  men  of  envy, 
while  I  v/as  very  affecledly  crum.  But  all  agreed, 
that  nothing  fhewed  a  better  judgment,  than  to 
know  how  to  make  a  proper  prefent:,  and  that  no 
prefenL  could  be  more  judiciuufly  chofen.  For 
no  man  in  this  kingdom  wanted  a  fcreen  fo  much 
as  myfelf :  And,  beiides,  fince  I  had  left  the 
world,  it  was  very  kind  to  fend  the  world  to  me. 
As  for  my  own  part,  I  confefs  I  never  expected 
to  be  flickered  by  the  world,  when  I  have  been 
fo  long  endeavouring  to  fhelter  Tnyfelf  from  it. 
See  how  ill  you  beftow  your  favours,  when  you 
meet  with  nothing  but  complaints  and  reproaches, 
Inftead  of  acknowledgments,  for  thinking,  in  the 
midft  of  Courts,  upon  an  abfent  infignificant 
man,  buried  in  obfcurity.  But  I  know  it  is  as 
hard  to  give  thanks,  as  to  take  them  :  Therefore 
I  (hall  fay  no  more,  than  that  I  receive  your  ac- 
ceptable prefent,  juft  as  I  am  fure  you  defire  I 
fhould.  But  I  cannot  promife  that  it  will  add 
one  jot  to  the  love  and  efteem  I  have  for  you  ; 
bocaufe  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  be  more  than  I 
have  always  been, 

MADAM, 

Your's,  &c. 


LET 
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LETTER      CCCXXX. 

TO   HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE    LORD  CARTERET 
LORJ)  LIEUTENANT  OF  IRELAND. 

MY  LORD,  Deanry-loiijt,  April  17,  1725, 

I  HAVE  been  fo  long  affliaed  with  a  deaf-- 
nefs,  and  at  prefent  with  a  giddinefs  in  my 
head,  (both  old  diftempers)  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  attend  your  Excellency  and  my  Lady 
Carteret,  as  my  inclination  and  duty  oblige  r^e; 
and  I  am  now  haftening  into  the  country,  to  try 
what  exercife,  and  better  air,  will  do  towards  my 
recovery.  Not  knowing  how  long  I  may  be  ab- 
fent,  or  how  foon  you  may  think  fit  to  leave  this 
kingdom,  I  take  this  occafion  of  returning  your 
Excellency,  .and  my  Lady  Carteret,  my  moft 
humble  acknowledgements,  for  your  great  civilities 
towards  me,  which  I  wifh  it  were  in  my  power 
to  deferve. 

I  have  only  one  humble  requeft  to  make  to 
your  Excellency,  which  I  had  in  my  heart  ever 
fince  you  were  nominated  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and 
it  is  in  favour  of  Mr  Sheridan.  I  beg  you  will 
take  your  time  for  beftowing  on  him  fome 
church-living,  to  the  value  of  150!.  per  annum. 
He  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  to  have  done  more 
public  fervice,  by  many  degrees,  in  the  education 
of  lads,  than  any  five  of  his  vocation  ;  and  has 
much  more  learning,  than  ufually  falls  to  the  fhare 
i  •  of 
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of  thofe  who  profefs  teaching,  being  perfectly 
ikilled  in  the  Greek,  as  well  as  Latin  tongue, 
and  acquainted  with  all  the  ancient  writers,  in 
poetry,  philofophy,  and  hiftory.  He  is  a  man 
of  good  fenfe,  modefty,  and  virtue.  His  great- 
eft  fault  is  a  wife  and  four  children,  for  which 
there  is  no  excufe,  but  that  a  wife  is  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  a  fchoolmafter.  His  conftitution  is  fo 
weak,  that,  in  a  few  years,  he  muft  give  up  his 
bufinefs  ;  and  probably  muft  ftarve,  without  Tome 
preferment,  for  which  he  is  an  ill  folicitor.  My 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Elphin,  hath  promifed  to  re- 
commend this  requeft  to  your  Excellency.  And 
I  hope  you  will  pleafe  to  believe,  that  it  proceeds 
wholly  from  juftice  and  humanity,  for  he  is  nei- 
ther a  dependent  nor  relation  of  mine. 

I  humbly  take  my  leave,  and  remain,  with  the 
utmoft  refpecl, 

MY  LORD,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXXXI. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 


June  28,  1725. 

YOU  run  out  of  your  time  fo  merrily,  that 
you   are   forced   to  anticipate   it,    like   a 
young  heir,  that  fpends  his  fortune  fafter  than 
it  comes  in  :  For  your  letter  is  dated  to-morrow, 
June  29,  and  God  knows  when  it  was  writ,  or 
VOL.  XV.  I  i  what 
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what  Saturday  you  mean  :  But  I  fuppofe  it  is  the 
next;  and  therefore  your  own  mare,  and  Dr 
Swift's  horfe  or  mare,  or  fome  other  horfe  or 
mare,  with  your  own  mare  aforefaid,  ihall  fet 
out  on  Wednefday  next,  which  will  be  June  30  ; 
and  fo  they  will  have  two  nights  refr,  if  you  be- 
gin your  journey  on  Saturday.  You  are  an  un- 
lucky devil^to  get  a  li-ving  the  furtheft  iu  the 
kingdom  fiom  Qnilca  *.  If  it  be  worth  two 
hundred  pounds  a- year,  my  Lord  i.iemennnt 
hath  but  barely  kept  his  word  ;  for  the  ofher 
fifty  muft  go  in  a  curate  and  vifitation-charges, 
and  proxes  (proxies  I  mean).  If  you  are  under 
the  Bifliop  of  Corke  f,  he  is  a  capricious  gentle- 
man :  But  you  muft  flatter  him  monftrouily, 
upon  his  learning  and  his  writings  ;  that  you  have 
read  his  book  againft  Toland,  a  hundred  times  ; 
and  his  fermons,  (if  he'  has  printed  any)  have 
been  always  your  model,  Sec.  be  not  difappoint- 
ed,  if  your  living  does  not  anfwer  the  Turn.  Get 
letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Bifhop,  and 
principal  clergy,  and  to  your  neighbouring  par- 
fon  or  parfons  particularly.  I  often  advifcd  you 
to  get  fome  knowledge  of  tythes,  and  church- 
livings.  You  muft  learn  the  extent  of  your  pa- 
rifh,  the  general  quantity  of  arable  land  and  pa- 
flure  in  vour  parHh,  the  common  rate  of  tythes 
for  an  acre  of  the  feveral  forts  of  corn,  and  of 
fleeces  and  lambs,  and  to  fee  whether  you  have 

any 

.*  In  tfie  County  of  Corke.  f  Dr  Peter  Browne. 
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any  glebe.  Pray  ac"l  like  a  man  of  th's  world.  I 
doubt,  being  to  far  off,  you  mult  not  let  your  liv- 
ing, as  I  do,  to  the  feveral  farmers,  but  to  one 
m.m :  But,  by  all  means,  do  not  now  let  it  for  more 
than  one  year,  till  you  are  furely  apprifed  of  the 
real  worth ;  and  even  then,  never  let  it  for  above 
three.  Pray  take  my  advice  for  once,  and  be 
very  bufy  while  you  are  there.  It  is  one-good 
circumftance,  that  you  got  fuch  a  living  in  a  con- 
venient time,  and  juft  when  tythes  are  fit  to  be 
let ;  only  wool  and  lamb  are  due  in  Spring,  or 
perhaps  belong  to  the  late  incumbent.  You 
may  learn  all  on  the  fpot,  and  your  neighbour- 
ing parfons  may  be  very  ufefui,  if  they  pleaie  ; 
but  do  not  let  them  be  your  tenants.  Advife 
with  Archdeacon  Wall,  but  do  not  follow  him  in 
all  things.  Take  care  of  the  principal  (quire  or 
Tq-iires  ;  they  will  all  tell  you  the  worft  of  your 
living  ;  fo  will  the  prodTjrs  and  tythe-job'oers  ; 
but  you  will  pick  out  truth  from  among  them. 
Pray  (hew  yourfelf  a  man  of  abilities.  After 
all,  I  am  but  a  weak  brother  myfclf ;  perhaps 
fome  clergy  in  Dublin,  who  know  that  country, 
will  further  inform  you.  Mr  Townlhend  of 
Cork,-,  will  do  you  any  good  offices  on  my  ac- 
count, without  any  letter. lake  the  oaths 

heartily  to  the  Powers  that  be,  and  remember 
that  party  was  not  made  for  depending  puppies. 
I  forgot  one  principal  tning,  to  take  care  of  going 
regularly  through  all  the  forms  of  oaths  and  in- 
1  i.  2  Uuctions  * 


37°"  DEAN      S  W  I  F  T's 

duclions  ;  for  the  leaft  wrong  ftep  will  put  yoa 
to  the  trouble  of  repaffing  your  patent,  or  void- 
ing your  living.——* 


LETTER      CCCXXXII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DH    SHERIDAN. 


June  29,  1725. 

I  WRIT  to  you  yefterday,  and  faid  as  many 
things  as  I  could  then  think  on,  and  gave  it 
to  a  boy  of  Keils,  who  brought  me  your's.  It  is 
ftrange,  that  I,  and  Stella,  and  Mrs  Mackfadin, 
fliould  light  on  the  fame  thought,  to  advife  you 
to  make  a  great  appearance  of  temperance,  while 
you  are  abroad.  But  Mrs  Johnfon  and  I  go 
further,  and  fay,  you  muft  needs  obferve  all 
grave  forms,  for  the  want  of  which,  both  you 
and  I  have  fuffered.  On  fuppofal  that  you  are 
under  the  Bifhop  of  Corke,  I  fend  you  a  letter 
inclofed  to  him,  which  I  deflre  you  will  feal.  Mrs 
Johnfon  put  me  in  mind  to  caution  you,  not  to 
drink  or  pledge  any  health  in  his  company  ;  for 
you  know  his  weak  fide  in  that  matter  *.  1  hope 
Mr  Tickell  has  not  complimented  you  with  what 
fees  are  due  to  him  for  your  patent.  I  wifh  yoij 
would  fay  to  him,  (if  he  refufes  them),  that  I 

told 


*  He  wrote  a  pamphlet  againft  drinking  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead. 
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told  you,'  it  was  Mr  Addifon's  maxim,  to  excufe 
nobody  -,  for  here,  f.tys  he,  I  may  have  forty 
friends,  whofe  fees  m.iy  be  two  guineas  a-piece  ; 
then  i  lofe  eighty  guineas,  and  my  friends  fave 
but  two  a-piece. 

I  muft  tell  you,  Dan.  Jackfon  ruined  his  living, 
by  hud-iling  over  the  tirft  year,  and  then  hop- 
ing to  mend  it  the  next.  Tuerefore  pray  take 
all  the  care  you  can,  to  enquire  into  the  value^ 
and  fet  it  at  the  bcit  rate  to  iubitantial  people. 

I  know  not  whether  you  are  under  the  Bifhop 
of  Corke,  or  no  ;  if  not,  you  may  burn  the 
letter. 

I  mufl  defire,  that  you  will  not  think  of  en- 
larging your  expences,  no  not  for  fome  years  to 
come,  much  lefs  at  preferit,  but  rather  retrench, 
them.  You  might  have  lain  deftitute  till  Anti- 
chrift  came,  for  any  thing  you  could  have  got 
from  thofe  you  ufed  to  treat.  Neither  let  me 
hear  of  one  rag  of  better  deaths  for  your  wife  or 
brats,  but  rather  plainer  thuui  ever.  This  is  po- 
fitivv-'ly  Stella's  advice,  as  well  as  mine.  She  lays, 
now,  you  need  not  be  ailiamed  to  be  thought 
poor. 

We  compute,  you  cannot  be  lefs  than  thirty- 
days  abfent  ;  and  pray  do  not  employ  your  time 
in  lolling  a-b.\l  till  noon  to  read  Homer,  but 
mind  our  buimefs  effectually.  And  we  think 
you  ought  to  have  no  breaking  up  this  An;  ; 
but  a  (Tuft  to  adhere  to  your  fchool  defer  than 
ever  ;  becaufe  you  will  find,  that  your  ill-wimers 
I  i  3  will. 
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will  g've  out,  you  are  now  going  to  quit  your 
fchool,  fince  you  have  got  preferment,  &c. 

Pr;w  fend  me  a  large  bundle  of  exercifes,  good 
as  well  as  bad  ;  for  I  want  fomething  to  read. 

I  would  have  you  carry  down  three  or  four 
fermons,  and  preach  every  Sunday  at  your  own 
church,  and  be  very  devout. 

I  fent  you,  in  my  lafl,  a  bill  of  twenty  pounds 
on  Mr  Worral  *  ;  I  hope  you  have  received  it. 

Pray  remember  to  leave  the  pamphlet  with 
Worral,  and  give  him  directions,  unlefs  you 
have  fettled  it  already  fome  other  way.  You 
know,  it  muft  come  out  juft  when  the  parlia- 
ment meets. 

Keep  thofe  letters,  where  I  advife  you  about 
your  living,  till  you  have  taken  advice. 

Keep  very  regular  hours,  .for  the  fake  of  your 
health  and  credit ;  and  where-ever  you  lie  a 
night  within  twenty  miles  of  your  livings,  be 
fure  call  the  family  that  evening  to  prayers. 

I  defire  you  will  wet  no  commiffion  with  your 
old  crew,  nor  with  any  but  thofe  who  befriend 
you,  as  Mr  Tickell,  &c. 


LET- 


*  The  Rev.  Mr  John  Worral,  Vicar  to  the  Bifhop  of  Kildarc, 
as  Dean  of  Ciiri. ..-church  ;  as  alfo  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 
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LETTER       CCC  XXXIII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    LORD    CARTERET. 


MY  LORD,  J^h  !>•> 

I  AM  obliged  to  return  your  Excellency,,  my 
moffc  humble  th.inics,  for  your  favour  to  Mr 
Sheridan  ;  becaufe,  when  I  recommended  him  to 
you,  I  received  a  very  gracious  anfwer  :  And  yet 
I  am  fenfible,  that  your  chief  motive  to  make 
fome  provifion  for  him,  was,  what  became  a  great 
and  good  perfon,  your  diftinguiming  him  as  a 
man  of  learning,  and  one  who  deferved  encou- 
ragement, on  account  of  his  great  diligence  and 
fuccefs  in  a  moft  laborious  and  difficult  employ- 
ment *. 

Since  your  Excellency  hath  had  an  opportu- 
nity, fo  early  in  your  government,  of  gratifying 
your  Englim  dependents  by  a  bimoprick,  and 
the  beft  deanry  in  the  kingdom  -f-  ;  I  cannot  but 
hope,  that  the  clergy  of  Ireland  will  have  their 
fhare*  in  your  patronage.  There  is  hardly  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  nation,  who  hath  not  a  near  alli- 
ance with  fome  of  that  body  •,  and  moft  of  them 
who  have  fons,  ufually  breed  one  of  them  to 
the  church;  although  they  have  been  of  late 
years  much  difcouraged,  and  difcontentsd,  by 
feeing  Grangers  to  the  country  almoft  perpetually 
taken  into  the  greateft  eccltiiaftiad  preferments, 

and 
*  A  fchoolmafter.         f  Downc. 


380  DEAN    SWIFT's 

an  I  too  often  under  governors  very  different 
from  your  Excellency  ;  tiie  choice  of  perions 
was  not  to  be  accounted  for,  either  to  prudence 
or  juftice. 

The  misfortune  of  having  biiliops  perpetually 
from  England,  as  it  muft  needs  quench  the 
fpirit  of  emulation  among  us,  to  excel  in  learn- 
ing, and  the  ftudy  of  divinity;  fo  it  produce  th 
another  great  difcouragement,  that  thofc  prelates 
tifually  draw  after  them,  colonies  of  "Ions,  ne- 
phews, coufins,  or  old  college-companions,  to 
whom  they  beftow  the  bcft  preferments  in  their 
gift  ;  and  thus  the  young  men  ient  into  the 
church  from  the  univerfity  here,  have  no  better 
profpect,  than  to  be  curates,  or  fmail  country- 
vicars,  for  life. 

It  will  become  fo  excellent  a  governor  as  you, 
a  little  to  moderate  this  great  partiality  ;  where- 
in, as  you  will  aft  with  juftice  and  reafon,  fo 
you  will  gain  the  thanks  and  prayers  of  the 
w'»ole  nation,  and  take  away  one  great  cauie  of 
univerfal  difcontrnt.  For  1  believe  yo  <r  Excel- 
lency will  agree,  that  there  is  not  another  king- 
dom in  Europe,  where  the  natives  (even  thcfe 
dcfcended  from  the  conquerors;  have  been  treat- 
ed, as  if  they  were  almoft  unqualified  for  any: 
employment,  either  in  church  or  Hate. 

Your  Excellency,  when  I  had  the  honour  to 
attend  you,  was  pleafed  to  let  me  ^  name  lorne 
clergymen,  who  are  generally  underftocul  bjr 
their  brethren  to  be  the  moil  diftinguifhcd  for 

their,: 
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their  learning  and  piety.  I  remember  the  per- 
fons  were,  Dr  Ddany,  Dr  Ward  of  the  North, 
Mr  Ecklin,  Mr  Synge  of  Dublin,  and  Mr  Cor- 
bet. They  were  named  by  me  without  any  re- 
gard to  friencHhip,  having  little  commerce  with 
moft  of  them,  but  only  to  the  univerfal  charac- 
ter they  bear.  This  was  the  method  I  always 
took  with  my  Lord  Oxford,  at  his  own  com- 
mand ;  who  was  pleafed  to  believe  I  would  not 
be  fwayed  by  any  private  affecYions,  and  con- 
felTed  I  never  deceived  him  ;  for  I  'always  dealt 
openly,  when  I  offered  any  thing  in  behalf  of  a 
friend,  which  was  but  feldom  :  Becaufe,  in  that 
cafe,  I  generally  made  ufe  of  the  common  me- 
thod at  court,  to  folicit  by  another. 

I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  the  young  men  among 
the  clergy  ;  of  whom  the  three  hopefulleft  are 
faid  to  be,  Mr  Stopford,  Mr  King,  and  Mr  Dobbs, 
all  fellows  of  the  college  *  ;  of  whom  I  am  only 
acquainted  with  the  firft.  But  thefe  are  not 
likely  to  be  great  expe&ers  under  your  Excellen- 
cy's admimftration,  according  to  the  ufual  period 
of  governors  here. 

If  I  have  dealt  honeftly,  in  reprefenting  fuch 
perfons  among  the  clergy  as  are  generally  allow- 
ed to  have  the  mod  merit,  I  think  I  have  done 
you  a  fervice  ;  and  I  am  lure  I  have  made  you 
a  great  complfment,  by  diftinguilhing  you  from 
moft  great  men  I  have  known  thefe  thirty  years 
paft  ;  whom  I  have  always  obfcrved  to  aft,  as 

if 
»  The  univcrfity  of  Dubl/n. 
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if  they  never  received  a  true  character,  nor  had 
any  value  for  the  b^ft,  and  confequemly  dif- 
penled  thefr  favours  without  the  leaft  regard  to 
abilities  or  virtue.  And  this  defect  I  have  often 
found,  among  thofe  from  whom  I  leafi:  expe£led 
it. 

That  your  Excellency  irny  long  live  a  blefling 
and  ornament  to  your  country,  by  purfuing,  as 
you  have  hitherto  done,  the  fteps  of  honour 
and  virtue,  is  the  moft  earneft  wilh  and  prayer 
of, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient 
and  mod  humble  fervant, 
J  O  N  A  T  H.   SWIFT. 


LETTER      CCCXXXIV. 

L'Abbe  des  FOUNTAINES  *  a  Monfieur  SWIFT. 

A  Paris ,  le  4  Jiiillet^    1725. 

J'AT  1'honneur,  monfieur,  de  vous  envoyer  la 
2de  edition  de  votre  ouvrage,  que  j'ai  traduit 
en  Fi\iu9ois.     Je  vous  aurois  envoy e  la  premiere, 

fi 

*  Peter  Francis  Guyet  des  Fountaines,  born  at  Roan  in 
Normandy,  xpth  June,  1685.  He  enteied  into  the  fnc'icty  of 
the  Jefuits  in  1700;  but  quitted  it  fixteen  years  after.  He 
lived  tor  fome  \ears  with  the  Cardinal  d'Auvcrgne,  and  died 
at  Paris,  i6th  December  1743  ;  being  wetl  known  for  feveral 
works,  and  particularly  for  his  Objcrvatiani  Jur  Ics  ccrili  mt~ 
dernti,  ia  a  gieat  number  of  volumes. 
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fi  JL-  n'  avois  pas  etc  oblige,  pour  des  raifons,  que 
je  ne  puis  vous  dire,  d'inicrer  dans  Li  preface  un 
endroit,  dont  vous  p'auriez  pas  cu  lieu  d'etre  con- 
tent, ce  que  j'ai  mis  afflirc-incnt  malgre  moi. 
Comme  le  livre  s'eft  dcbite  fns  contradiction, 
ces  r.iifons  ne  fubdftent  plus,  et  j'ai  auifitot  fup- 
prhne  cet  endroit  d.uis  la  2de  -.dition,  comme 
vous.vcrrcz.  j'ai  aufii  corrige  1'endi  oit  cie  aion- 
Geur  Larteret,  fur  iequei  j'.ivois  eu  de  faux  me- 
mo;rcs.  Yous  trouM-rez,  monfieur,  en  beaucoup 
d'cn.lroits  une  traduction  pcu  fideie  ;  mais  tout 
ce  qui  plait  en  Anglcrerre,  n'a  pas  ici  ie  nieine 
agrement  ;  foit  parce  que  les  moeurs  font  difle- 
rentes,  foit  parceque  que  les  allulions  et  ies  aile- 
gories,  qui  font  feniibles  Jans  une  p;iys,  ne  -les 
font  pas  dans  une  aucrc  ;  foit  enfin  parce  que  le 
gout  ue  deux  nations  n'eft  pas  le  mtme.  j'ai 
voulu  donner  aux  Francois  un  livre,  qui  fut  a 
leur  ufage  :  Voila  ce  qui  m'  a  rendu  traducteur 
libre  et  peu  fidele.  j'ai  meme  pris  la  liDcrte 
d'ajouter,  feton  que  votre  imagination  eft  echauf- 
foit  la  mienne.  C'eft  a  vous  leul,  moniieur,  que 
je  fuis  redevable  de  1'honneur,  que  me  fait  cctte 
tradudlion,  qui  u  etc  debitce  icy'  avec  une  rapi- 
dite  etonnante,  et  done  il  y'a  deja  trois  editions. 
Je  fuis  penetre  d'une  fi  grande  eltaije  pour  vous, 
et  je  vous  fuis  fi  oblige,  qui  ii  la  lupprcilion,  que 
j'ai  faite,  ne  vous  fatisfait  pas  entierement,  je 
fairai  volontiers  encore  d'avantage  pour  e^acer 
jufqu'au  fouvenir  de  cet  eiun  oit  de  la  preface  : 
Au  furplus  jc  vous  fupplie,  moniieur,  de  vouioir 

biea 
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bien  faire   attention   a  la  juftice,  que  je  TOUS  ai 
rendu  Jans  la  meme  preface. 

On  le  flatte,  monfieur,  qu'on  aura  bien  t6t 
1'honneur  de  vous  porTeder  ici.  Tous  vos  amis 
vous  attendcnt  avec  impatience.  On  ne  parle  ici 
vous  voir.  Ne  deferres,  pas  ndtre  fatisfac"tion  : 
Vous  verrez  un  peuple,  qui  vous  eftime  infine- 
ment.  En  attendant  je  vous  demande,  monfieur, 
1'honneur  de  vJtre  amitie^et  vous  prie  d'etre  per- 
fuade,  que  perfonne  ne  vous  honore  plus  que 
moi,  ct  n'eit  avec  plus  de  consideration  et  d'elli- 
me,  votre  tres  humble,  et  tres  obeiiTint  ferviteur, 
L'Abbe  des  FOUMTA1NES. 

Mr  Arbuthnott  a  bien  voulii 
fe  charger  de  vous  faire 
tenir  cette  lettre  avec  1'ex- 
emplaire,  que  j'ai  1'hon- 
neur des  vous  envoycr. 


LETTER      CCCXXXV., 

REPONSE    DE     MONSIEUR    SWIFT. 

IL  y  a  plus  d'un  mois  que  j'ay  recue  votre  let- 
tre du  4.  de  Juillet,  Monfieur,;-  mais  1'exem- 
plaire  de   2de  edition  de  votre  ouvrage  ne  m'a 
pas  etc  encore  remis.    J'ay  lu  la  preface  de  la  pre- 
miere ;  et  vous  me  permettrez  de  vous  dire,  que 
j'ay  etc  fort  furpris  d'y  voir,  qu'en  me  donnant 
i  ^         pour 
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pour  patrie  un  pais,  dans  lequel  je  fuis  ne,  vous 
ayes  trouve  a  propos  de  m'attribuer  un  livre, 
qui  porte  le  nom  de  fon  auteur,  qui  a  eu  le  mal- 
heur  de  deplaire  a  quelques  uns  de  nos  miniftres, 
et  qui  je  n'ay  jamais  avoue.  Cette  plainte,  qui 
je  fais  de  votre  conduite  a  mon  egard,  ne  m'em- 
peche  pas  de  vous  rendre  juilice.  Les  traduc- 
teurs  donnent  pour  la  plupart  des  louangcs  ex- 
ceflives  aux  ouvrages,  qu'ils  traduifent,  et  s'ima- 
ginent  peut  etre,  que  leur  reputation  depend  en 
quelque  fa$on  de  celles  des  auteurs,  qu'ils  ont 
choifis.  Mais  vous  avez  fenti  vos  forces,  qui 
vous  mettent  au  deflus  de  pareilles  precautions. 
Capable  de  corriger  un  mnuvais  livre,  enterprife 
plus  difficile,  que  celle  d'en  compofer  un  bon, 
vous  n'avez  pas  craint  de  donner  au  public 
la  tradu£tion  d'un  ouvfage,  que  vous  aflurez 
etre  plein  de  pollifoneries,  de  fottifes,  de  pueri- 
lites,  &c.  Nous  convepons  icy,  que  le  gout  des 
nations  n'eft  pas  toujours  le  merne.  Mais  nous 
fommes  portes  a  croire,  que  le  bon  gout  eft 
mcme  le  par  tout,  ou  51  y  a  des  gens  d'efprit,  de 
jugement  et  de  fcavoir.  Si  done  les  livres  du 
Sieur  Gulliver  ne  font  calcules  que  pour  les  ifles 
Brittanniqucs,  ce  voyageur  doit  pafTer  pour  un 
tres  pitoyable  ecrivain.  Les  m  mes  vices  et  le 
memes  follies  regnent  par  tout,  du  moins,  dans 
tous  les  pais  civilifes  de  TEurope  :  Et  1'auteur, 
qui  n'ecrit  que  pour  une  ville,  une  province,  un 
royaume  ou  mcme  un  fiecle,  merite  fi  peu  d'etre 
traduit,  qu'il  ne  merite  pas  d'etre  lu. 

VOL.  XV.  K  k  Les 
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Les  partifans  de  ce  Gulliver,  qui  ne  laifTent 
pas  d'etre  en  fort  grand  nombre  chez  nous,  fou- 
tiennent,  que  fon  livre  durera  autant  que  notre 
langage,  parce  qu'il  ne  tire  pas  fon  meritc  de  cer- 
taines  modes  ou  manieres  de  penfer  et  de  parler, 
mais  d'une  fuite  d'obfervations  fur  les  imperfec- 
tions, les  follies,  et  les  vices  de  1'homme. 

Vous  jugez  bien,  que  les  gens,  dont  je  viens 
tie  vous  parler,  n'approvent  pas  fort  votre  cri- 
tique, et  vous  ferez  fans  doute  furpris  de  fca- 
voir,  qu'ils  regardent  ce  chirurgien  de  vaifleau, 
comme  un  auteur  grave,  qui  ne  fort  jamais  de  fon 
ferieux,  qui  n'emprunte  aucun  fard,  qui  ne  fe 
pique  point  d'avoir  de  1'efprit,  et  qui  fe  contente 
de  communiquer  au  public  dans  une  narration 
iimple  et  native  les  avantures,  qui  lui  font  ar- 
rivees,  et  les  chofes,  qu'il  a  vu  ou  entendu  dire 
pendant  fes  voyages. 

Quant  a  1'article  qui  regarde  my  Lord  Carte- 
ret,  fans  m'informer  d'on  vous  tirez  vos  me- 
moires,  je  vous  diray,  que  vous  n'avez  ecrit  que 
la  moitie  de  la  verite  ;  et  que  ce  Drapier  ou  reel 
ou  fuppofc  a  fauve  I'Irelande,  en  mettant  toute 
la  nation  contre  uri  projet,  que  devoit  enrichir 
au  depenfe  du  public  un  certain  nombre  de  par- 
ticuliers. 

Plufieurs  accidens,  qui  font  arrive,  m'empe- 
cheront  de  faire  le  voyage  de  France  prefente- 
ment,  et  je  ne  fuis  plus  aflez  jeune  pour  me  flat- 
ter de  retrouver  une  autre  occalum.  Je  fcais, 
que  j'ay  perdu  beaucoup,  et  je  fuis  tres  fenfible  a 

cette 
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eette  pcrte.  L'unique  confolation,  qui  me  refte, 
c'eft  de  fonger,  quc  j'en  fupporteray  mieux  la 
pais,  au  quel  la  fortune  m'a  condamne.  Je  fuis, 
&c. 


LETTER      CCCXXXVI. 

LORD    BOLINGBROKE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

London,  July  24,   1725. 

MR  Ford  will  tell  you  how  I  do,  and  what 
I  do.  Tired  with  fufpence,  the  only 
infupportable  misfortune  of  life,  I  defired,  after 
nine  years  of  autumnal  promifes  and  vernal  ex- 
cufes,  a  decifion  ;  and  very  little  cared  what  that 
decifion  was,  provided  it  left  me  a  liberty  to  fettle 
abroad,  or  put  me  on  a  foot  of '  living  agreeably 
at  home.  The  wifdom  of  the  nation  has  thought 
fit,  inftead  of  granting  fo  reafonable  a  requeft, 
to  pafs  an  aft,  which,  fixing  my  fortune  un- 
alterably to  this  country,  fixes  my  perfon  here 
alfo  ;  and  thofe,  who  had  the  leaft  mind  to  fee 
me  in  England,  have  made  it  impoflible  for  me 
to  live  any  where  elfe.  Here  I  am  then  two- 
thirds  reftored,  my  perfon  fafe,  (unlefs  I  meet 
hereafter  with  harder  treatment,  than  even  that 
of  Sir  Walter  Pialeigh),  and  my  eftate,  with  all 
the  other  property  I  have  acquired,  or  may  ac- 
quire, fecured  to  me.  But  the  attainder  is  kept 
carefully  and  prudently  in  force,  left  fo  corrupt 
K  k  2  a 
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a  member  fhould  come  again  into  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  his  bad  leaven  fhould  four  that 
fvveet,  untainted  mafs.  Thus  much  1  thought 
I  might  fay  about  my  private  affairs,  to  an  old 
friend,  without  diverting  him  too  long  from  his 
labours  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the  church 
and  ftate  of  Ireland  ;  or,  from  his  travels  into 
thofe  countries  of  giants  and  pigmies,  from 
whence  he  imports  a  cargo  *  I  value  at  an  high- 
er rate  than  that  of  the  richeft  galeon.  Ford 
brought  the  dean  of  Deny  f  to  fee  me.  Unfor- 
tunately for  me,  I  was  then  out  of  town  ;  and 
the  journey  of  the  former  into  Ireland,  will  per- 
haps defer,  for  fome  time,  my  making  acquaint-. 
ance  with  the  other  ;  which  I  am  forry  for.  I 
would  not  by  any  means  lofe  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  a  man,  who  can  efpoufe  in  good  earneft 
the  fyftem  of  father  Mallebranche,  who  is-  fond  of 
going  a  miffipnary  into  the  Weft-Indies  ;f.  My 
zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  will  hard- 


*  This  is  very  obfcure  :  Gulliver  was  not  then  publifhed. 
Perhaps  Berkeley  brought  BoKngtroke  a  copy  of  the  MS.  For- 
mer, I  fnppofe,  is  Swift,  called  an  old  friend  :  Otktr,  is  Berkeley  ; 
but  the  nominative  cafe  is  fo  remote,  that  former  and  other  icarce 
make  the  fenfe  intelligible..  This  letter  is  dated  in  171.5; 
Gulliver's  Travels  were  firfl  publiihcd  in  1726. 

f  Dr  Berkeley. 

t  Dr  Berkeley  formed  a  defign  of  fixing  an  univerfity  in  the 
Bermudas,  for  the  improvement  of  our  colonies,  and  the  edu- 
cation of  Indians,  to  be  employed  as  mifGonaries  among  their 
countrymen.  For  this  college  he  obtained  a  charter,  in  which 
he  was  appointed  prefident,  and  a  certain  number  of  fellows,  • 

fekaed 
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ly  carry  me  fo  far  ;  but  my  fpleen  againft  Europe 
has,  more  than  once,  made  me  think  of  buying 
the  dominion  of  Bermudas,  and  fpending  the 
remainder  of  my  days,  as  far  as  pofiible,  from 
thofe  people,  with  whom  I  have  pafled  the  firft 
and  greatetl  part  of  my  life.  Health,  and  every 
other  natural  comfort  of  life,  is  to  be  had  there. 
As  to  imaginary  and  artificial  pleafures,  we  are 
philofophers  enough  to  defpife  them.  What  fay 
you  ?  Will  you  leave  your  Hibernian  flock  to 
fome  other  fhepherd,  and  tranfplant  yourfelf 
with  me  into  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  ? 
We  will  form  a  fociety  more  reafonable,  and 
more  ufeful,  than  that  of  Dr  Berkeley's  College : 
And  I  promife  you  folemnly,  as  fupreme  magi- 
ftrate,  not  to  fuffer  the  currency  of  Wood's  half- 
pence ;  nay,  the  coiner  of  them  fhall  be  hanged, 
if  he  prefumes  to  fet  his  foot  on  our  ifland. 

K  k  3  Let 

felefted  by  himfclf,  were  incorporated  ;  but  the  defign  mifcar- 
ried  for  want  of  money.  The  fyftem.of  Malle'oranche  here  re- 
ferred to,  was,  "  That  our  ideas  are  diftin£l  from  our  under- 
flanding^  and  that  we  fee  all  things  in  God."  In  other  words,, 
that  material  objects  are  not  the  caufes  of  our  ideas.  Berkeley, 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  wrote  a  difi'ertation  againft  the 
exigence  of  material  beings,  and  external  objects,  with  fuch 
fubtilty,  that  Wbifton  acknowledged  himfelf  unable  to  coufute 
it,  and  recommended  the  tafk  to  Dr  Clarke.  The  Doclor, 
however,  did  not  perform  it ;  and  the  diflertation  remains  un- 
anfwered  to  this  time,  except  what  has  been  attempted  by 
Baxter,  in  his  Trcatife  on  the  Soul. 

Bayle  fays,  that  Mallcbranche's  fyflem  was  only  that  of  De-- 
mocritus,  amended  and  unfolded. 

See  a  larther  account  of  Dr  Berkeley,  in  a  letter  from  Swiff 
to  Lo:d  Carteict,  dated  September  3d,  1724,  lately  published, 
in  two  pofihunious  volumes  by  Mr  Dcane  Swift. 
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Let  me  hear  how  you  are,  and  what  you  do  ; 
and  if  you  really  have  any  latent  kindnefs  flill  at 
the  bottom  of  your  heart  for  me,  fay  fomething 
very  kind  to  me,  for  I  don't  diflike  being  cajoled. 
If  your  heart  tells  you  nothing,  fay  nothing, 
that  I  may  take  the  hint,  and  wean  myfelf  from 
you  by  degrees.  Whether  I  fhall  compafs  it  or 
no,  God  knows  :  But,  furely  this  is  the  propereft 
place  in  the  world,  to  renounce  friendfhip  in,  or 
to  forget  obligations.  Mr  Ford  fays,  he  will  be 
with  us  again  by  the  beginning  of  the  Winter. 
Your  Star  *  will  probably  hinder  you  from  tak- 
ing the  fame  journey.  Adieu,  dear  Dean.  I 
had  fomething  more  to  fa£  to  you,  almoft  as 
important  as  what  I  have  faid  already  ;  but  com- 
pany comes  in  upon  me,  and  relieves  you. 


LETTER      CCCXXXVII. 

EDWARD  EARL  OF  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  July  26,   1725. 

MR  Clayton  going  to  Ireland,  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  writing  to  you ;  in  the 
firft  place  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  ready  to  make 
good  my  promife,  which  I  made,  of  fending  you 
a  picture  of  my  father.  The  painter  has  done 
his  part,  fo  that  the  picture  is  now  ready  ;  but  I 

do 

*  Mrs  Johnfon,  the  Lady  whom  he  celebrated  by  the  name 
of  Stella. 
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do  not  know  how  to  fend  it  to  you  fafe.  You 
did  tell  me  a  gentleman  rtiould  call ;  where  he 
lives,  or  who  he  is,  I  know  not.  I  am  very 
defirous  you  fliould  have  it,  becaufe  it  ,has  been 
fo  long  coming  ;  and  I  am  very  ambitibus  of  do- 
ing any  thing  that  may  in  the  leaft  be  agreeable 
to  you.  You  had  heard  of  this  fooner,  but  I 
have  been  for  three  months  out  of  town;  I  made 
a  long  progrefs,  even  beyond  Edinburgh  fifty 
miles. 

I  enquire  of  you  fometimes  of  Dean  Berkeley  *: 
I  was  forry  to  hear  that  you  were  troubled  with 
that  melancholy  diftemper,  the  want  of  hearing, 
although  in  fome  cafes  it  is  good ;  but  one  would 
have  it  in  one's  power  to  hear,  or  not  hear,  as 
it  fuits  beft  with  one's  inclinations. 

I  am  alfo  forry  that  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  any  defign  of  your  coming  into  England.  I 
tong  much  for  it,  and  do  natter  myfelf  with  the 
thoughts  of  feeing  you  under  my  roof,  where 
you  fhall  execute  more  authority  than  I  will  allow 

to  belong  to  any  bifhops  made  fince. Do  not 

lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  coming  over  ;  change  of 
air  may  do  you  good,  as  well  as  the  voyage.  I 
thank  God  your  fifter  is  very  well,  confidering 
the  way  ilie  is  in  ;  I  hope  in  two  months,  or 
thereabouts,  fhe  will  be  much  better  :  She  pre- 
fents  her  humble  fervice  to  you.  Peggy  is  very 
well. 

Pope 

*  Dr  Beikelcy  \vas  then  Dean  of  Deny. 
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Pope  is  well,  I  fuppofe ;  he  is  rambling  about 
the  country.  I  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a 
picture,  which  is  very  like  you,  every  day,  and  is 
as  good  a  picture  as  ever  Jarvis  painted.  I  am, 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant  and 
brother,  OXFORD. 


LETTER      CCCXXXVIII. 

EDWARD    EARL    OF    OXFORD    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

REV.  SiR,  Dover-JIreet,  dug.  30,   1725. 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour,of  your  letter  ;  I  am 
vexed  that  the  trifle  of  the  ring  fliould  not 
have  reached  you.  I  found  where  the  fault  lay  j 
I  hope  you  will  foon  receive  both  the  picture  and 
the  ring  fafe  :  1  have  ordered  them  to  the  care 
of  Erafmus  Lewis,  Efq;  our  old  friend  ;  and  he 
is  a  punctual  man,  and  is  well  acquainted  with 
Mr  Ford,  and  my  Lord  Arran's  chaplain,  Mr 
Charleton  ;  fo  I  hope  this  method  will  not  fail 
that  I  have  now  taken.  I  would  not  be  wanting 
in  the  leaft  trifle,  by  which  I  might  fhew  the 
value  and  efteem  1  have,  and  always  inuft  and 
will  have,  for  you. 

The  picture  I  have  of  you,  is  the  fame  which 
Mr  Jarvis  drew  of  you  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  very 
like  you,  and  is  a  very  good  picture";  though  Mr 
Jarvis  is  honoured  with  the  place  of  his  Majefty's 
painter,  he  cannot  paint  a  picture.  1  fhall  fo  much 
value,  as  I  do  that  of  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's, 

My 


CORRESPONDENCE.        393 

My  old  fellow-collegiate  has  done  fo  right  a 
thing,  as  to  prefer  one  of  your  recommendation. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

My  wife  fends  her  compliments  to  you }  flic 
is  as  well  as  can  be  expected. 


LETTER      CCCXXX1X. 

GEORGE  ROCHFORD,  ESQJ  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  FIND  myfelf  ftand  in  need  of  the  advice  I 
beftowed  on  you  t'other  night  ;  and  therefore, 
if  you  have  not  got  rid  of  your  cold,  I  would  pre- 
fcribe  a  fmall  jaunt  *  to  Belcamp  this  morning. 
If  you  find  yourfelf  thus  difpofed,  I  will  wait  for 
you  here  in  my  boots  :  The  weather  may  perhaps 
look  gloomy  at  the  deanry  ;  but  I  can  affure  you 
it  is  a  fine  day  in  this  parifli  f,  where  we  fet  up 
for  as  good  taftes  as  our  neighbours  :  To  convince 
you  of  mine,  I  fend  you  this  invitation.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 
GEORGE  ROCHFORD. 

Wednefday  Morning, 


*  DrGratton's,  about  five  miles  from  Dublin. 
f  St  Mary's  parifli,  about  a  mile  from  the  deaniy. 
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LETTER      CCCXL. 

DR.    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

£>uilcat  Sept.  II,  1725. 

IF  you  are  indeed  a  difcarded  courtier,  you 
have  reafon  to  complain,  but  none  at  all  to 
wonder.  You  are  too  young,  for  many  experi- 
ences to  fall  in  your  way;  yet  you  have  read 
enough,  to  make  you  know  the  nature  of  man. 
It  is  fafer  for  a  man's  intereft  to  blafpheme  God, 
than  to  be  of  a  party  out  of  power,  or  even  to  be 
thought  fo.  And  fince  the  laft  was  the  cafe,  how 
could  you  imagine,  that  all  mouths  would  not  be 
open  when  you  were  received,  and  in  fome  man- 
ner preferred  by  the  government,  though  in  a 
poor  way  ?  I  tell  you,  there  is  hardly  a  Whig  in 
Ireland,  who  would  allow  a  potatoe  and  butter- 
milk to  a  reputed  Tory.  Neither  is  there  any 
thing  in  your  countrymen  upon  this  article,  more 
than  what  is  common  m  all  other  nations,  only 
quoad  magis  et  minus.  Too  much  advertancy  is 
not  your  talent,  or  elfe  you  had  fled  from  that 
text,  as  from  a  rock  *.  For,  as  Don  Quixote 
faid  to  Sancho,  what  bufinefs  had  you  to  fpeak 
of  a  halter,  -in  a  family  where  one  of  it  was  hang- 
ed ? 

*  "  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;"  on  which  Dr 
Sheridan  preached  at  his  parifh-church  on  the  ill  of  Auguft. 
See  a  vindication  ef  his  Excellency  John  Lord  Carteret,  vol.  iv. 
p.  136.  Haivkef. 
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ed  ?  And  your  innocence  is  a  protection  that  wife 
men  are  afhamed  to  rely  on,  further  than  with 
God.  It  is  indeed  againft  common  fenfe,  to 
think,  that  you  fhould  chufe  fuch  a  time,  when 
you  had  received  a  favour  from  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, and  had  reafon  to  expect  more,  to  difcover 
your  difloyalty  in  the  pulpit.  But  what  will  that 
avail  ?  Therefore  fit  down  and  be  quiet,  and 
mind  your  bufinefs  as  you  fhould  do,  and  con- 
tract your  friendfhips,  and  expect  no  more  from 
man,  than  fuch  an  animal  is  capable  of;  and  you 
will  every  day  find  my  defcription  of  Yahoos  more 
refembling.  You  fhould  think  and  deal  with  every 
man  as  a  villain,  without  calling  him  fo,  or  flying 
from  him,  or  valuing  him  lefs.  This  is  an  old 
true  leflbn.  You  believe  every  one  will  acquit  you 
of  any  regard  to  temporal  intereft ;  and  how  came 
you  to  claim  an  exemption  from  all  mankind  ?  I- 
believe  you  value  your  temporal  intereft  as  much 
as  any  body,  but  you  have  not  the  arts  of  purfuing 
it.  You  are  miftaken.  Domeftic  evils  are  no 
more  within  a  man,  than  others ;  and  he  who  can- 
not bear  up  againft  the  firft,  will  fink  under  the 
fecond :  And,  in  my  confcience,  I  believe  this  is 
your  cafe  j  for  being  of  a  weak  conftitution,  in 
an  employment  precarious  and  tirefome,  loaden 
with  children,  cum  uxore  neque  lent  neqtie  commoda, 
a  man  of  intent  and  abftracled  thinking,  inflaved 
by-  mathematics  and  complaint  of  the  world,  this 
new  weight  of  party-malice  hath  ft  ruck  you  down, 
like  a  feather  on  a  horfe's  back,  already  loaden  as 

far 
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far  as  he  is  able  to  bear.  You  ought  to  change 
the  Apoftle's  expreffionr  and  fay,  I  will  ftrive  to 
learn  in  whatever  ftate,  &c. 

I  will  bear  none  of  your  vifions ;  you  fhall  live 
at  Quilca  but  three  fortnights  and  a  month  in  the 
year,  perhaps  not  fo  much.  You  fhall  make  no 
entertainments, but  what  are  neceflaryto  your  inte- 
refts ;  for  your  true  friends  would  rather  fee  you 
over  a  piece  of  mutton  and  a  bottle  once  a-quar- 
ter.  You  fhall  be  merry  at  the  expence  of  others ; 
you  fhall  take  care  of  your  health,  and  go  early  to 
bed,  and  not  read  late  at  night ;  and  laugh  with 
all  men,  without  trufting  any :  And  then  a  fig 
for  the  contrivers  of  your  ruin,  who  now  have 
no  further  thoughts,  than  to  flop  your  progrefs, 
which  perhaps  they  may  not  compafs,  unlefs  I  am 
deceived  more  than  is  ufual.  All  this  you  will  do, 
Ji  mibi  credit,  and  not  dream  of  printing  your  fer- 
mon,  which  is  a  project  abounding  with  objec- 
tions unanfwerable,  and  with  which  I  could  fill 
this  letter.  You  fay  nothing  of  having  preached 
before  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  nor  whether  he  is 
altered  towards  you  ;  for  you  fpeak  nothing  but 
generals.  You  think  all  the  world  has  now  no- 
thing to  do,  but  to  pull  Mr  Sheridan  do.wn  ; 
whereas  it  is  nothing  but  a  flap  in  your  turn,  and 
away.  Lord  Oxford  faid  once  to  me  on  an  occafion, 
Thefe  fools,  becaufe  they  hear  a  noife  about  their 
cars  of  their  own  making,  think  the  whole  world 
is  full  of  it. — When  I  come  to  town,  we  will 
change  all  this  fcene,  and  act  like  men  of  the 

world. 


C  O  R  R  E  S  P  O  N  D  E  N  C  E.       397 

world.  Grow  rich,  and  you  will  have  no  ene- 
mies. Go  fometimes  to  the  caftle  ;  keep  faft  Mr 
Tickell  and  Ballaguer  *  ;  frequent  thofe  on  the 
right  fide,  friends  to  the  prefent  power  ;  drop 
thofe  who  are  loud  on  the  wrong  party,  becaufe 
they  know  they  can  fuflfer  nothing  by  it. 


LETTER      CCCXLL 

Sept.    14,    1725. 

I  NEED  not  tell  you  with  what  real  delight  I 
fhould  have  done  any  thing  you  defired  ; 
and  in  particular,  any  good  offices  in  my  power, 
towards  the  bearer  of  your  letter,  who  is  this  day 
gone  for  France.  Perhaps  it  is  with  poets  as  with 
prophets  ;  they  are  fo  much  better  liked  in  ano- 
ther country,  than  their  own,  that  your  gentle- 
man, upon  arriving  in  England,  loft  his  curiofity 
concerning  me.  However,  had  he  tried,  he  had 
found  me  his  friend  ;  I  mean  he  had  found  me 
your's.  I  am  difappointed  at  not  knowing  bet- 
ter a  man  whom  you  efteem,  and  comfort  my- 
felf  only  with  having  got  a  letter  from  you  j 
with  which,  after  all,  1  fit  down  a  gainer  ;  fince, 
to  my  great  pleafure,  it  confirms  my  hope  of 
once  more  feeing  you.  After  fo  many  difperfions, 
and  fo  many  divifions,  two  or  tliree  of  us  may 
yet  be  gathered  together ;  not  to  plot,  not  to 
VOL.  XV.  L  1  contrive 

*  Private  fecretary  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Carterct,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.     Dub.  edit. 
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contrive  filly  fchemes  of  ambition,  or  to  vex  our 
own,  or  others  hearts,  with  bufy  vanities,  (fuch 
as  perhaps  at  one  time  of  life  or  other,  take  their 
tour  in  every  man) ;  but  to  divert  ourfelves,  and 
the  world  too  if  it  pleafes,  or  at  worft,  to  laugh 
at  others,  as  innocently,  and  as  unhurtfully,  as  at 
ourfelves.  Your  travels  *  I  hear  much  of ;  my 
otvn,  I  promife  you,  fhall  never  more  be  in  a 
flrange  land,  but  a  diligent,  I  hope  ufeful,  invef- 
tigation  of  my  own  territories.  I  mean  no  more 
rranflations,  but  fomething  domeftic,  fit  for  my 
own  country,  and  for  my  own  time  f . 

If  you  come  to  us,  I'll  find  you  elderly  ladies 
enough  that  can  halloo,  and  two  that  can  nurfe, 
and  they  are  too  old  and  feeble  to  make  too  much 
noife ;  as  you  will  guefs,  when  I  tell  you  they  are 
my  own  mother  and  my  own  nurfe.  1  can  alfo 
help  you  to  a  lady,  who  is  as  deaf,  though  not  fo 
old,  as  yourfelf ;  you'll  be  pleafed  with  one  ano- 
ther, I'll  engage,  though  you  don't  hear  one  ano- 
ther ;  you'll  converfc  like  fpirits,  by  intuition. 
What  you'll  moft  wonder  at,  is,  fhe  is  confider- 
able  at  Court,  yet  no  party- wo  man  ;  and  lives  in 
Court,  yet  would  be  eafy,  and  make  you  eafy. 

•One  of  thofe  you  mention,  (and  I  dare  fay  always 
will  remember),  Dr  Arbuthnott  is  at  this  time  ill 
of  a  very  dangerous  diftemper,  an  impofthume  in 
the  bowels  ;  which  is  brgke,  but  the  event  is  very 
uncertain.  Whatever  that  be,  (he  bids  me  tell 
you,  and  I  write  this  by  him),  he  lives  or  dies 

your 

*  Gulliver.  f  The  Eflay  on  Man. 
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your  faithful  friend  ;  and  one  reafon  he  has  to 
defire  a  little  longer  life,  is  the  wifh  to  fee  you 
once  more. 

He  is  gay  enough  in  this  ciroumffonce  to  tell 
you,  he  would  give  you,  (if  he  could)  fuch  ad- 
vice as  might  cure  your  deafnefs  ;  but  he  would 
not  advife  you,  if  you  were  cured,  to  quit  the 
pretence  of  it,  becaufe  you  may,  by  that  means, 
hear  as  much  as  you  will,  and  anfwer  as  little  as 
you  pleafe.  Believe  me, 

Tour's,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXLII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

Qttilca,    Sept.  Ip,  1725", 

WE  have  prevailed  with  Neal,  in  fpite  of 
his  harveft,  to  carry  up  Mifs,  with 
your  directions  ;  and  it  is  high  time,  for  fhe  was 
run  almoft  wild,  though  we  have  fomething  civi- 
lized her  firice  fhe  came  among  us.  You  are  too 
fhort  in  circumftances.  I  did  not  hear  you  was 
forbid  preaching.  Have  you  feen  my  Lord  ? 
Who  forbade  you  to  preach  ?  Are  you  no  longer 
chaplain  ?  Do  you  never,  go  to  the  caftle  ?  Are  you 
certain  of  the  accufer,  that  it  is  Tighe  ?  Do  you 
think  my  Lord  acts  thus,  becaufe  he  fears  it  would 
breed  ill-humour,  if  he  ihould  openly  favour  one 
who  is  looked  on  as  of  a  different  party  ;  I  think 
L  1  2  that 
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that  it  is  too  mean  for  him.  I  do  not  much  dif- 
approve  your  letter,  but  I  think  it  a  wrong  me- 
thod. Pray  read  over  the  inclofed  twice  ;  and  if 
you  do  not  diflike  it,  let  it  be  fent,  (not  by  a  fer- 
vant  of  your's,  nor  from  you)  to  Mr  Tickell. 
There  the  cafe  is  ftated  as  well  as  I  couUl  do  it  in 
generals,  for  want  of  knowing  particulars.  When 
I  come  to  town,  1  fhall  fee  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  be  as  free  with  him  as  poffible.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  believe  it  may  keep  cold  ;  however,  advife 
with  Mr  Tickell  and  Mr  Balaguer.  I  fhould  fancy, 
that  the  Bifhop  of  Limerick  *  could  eafily  fatisfy 
his  Excellency,  and  that  my  Lord  Lieutenant  be- 
lieves no  more  of  your  guilt  than  I :  And  there- 
fore it  can  be  nothing  but  to  fatisfy  the  noife  of 
party  at  this  juncture,  that  he  acts  as  he  does  ; 
and  if  fo,  (as  I  am  confident  it  is),  the  effect  will 
ceafe  with  the  caufe.  But,  without  doubt,  Tighe 
and  others  have  dinned  the  word  Torry  and  Ja- 
cobite into  his  Excellency's  ears  ;  and  therefore 
your  text,  &c.  was  only  made  life  of  as  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  you  are  no  lofer,  but 
at  leaft  -have  got  fomething.  Therefore  be  not 
like  him  who  hanged  himfelf,  becaufe,  going  in- 
to a  gaming-houfe,  and  winning  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  he  loft  five  thoufand  of  it,  and  came 
away  with  only  half  his  winnings.  When  my 
Lord  is  in  London,  we  may  clear  a  way  to  him, 
to  do  you  another  job,  and  you  are  young  enough 
to  wait. 

We 

*  Dr  William  Burfcow. 
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We  fet  out  to  Dublin  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
October,  and  hope  to  fup  at  the  deanry  the  next 
night ;  where  you  will  come  to  us,  if  you  are  not 
already  engaged. 

I  am  grown  a  bad  bailift*  towards  the  end  of 
my  fervice.  Your  hay  is  well  brought  in,  and 
better  ftacked  than  ufual.  All  here  are  well. 

I  know  not  what  you  mean  by  my  having  fame 
fport  foon;  I  hope  it  is  no  fport  that  will  vex  me. 

Pray  do  not  forget  to  feal  the  inclofed  before 
you  fend  it. 

I  fend  you  back  your  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant. 


*  L    E    T    T    E    R      CCCXLIII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

Qiilca,   Sept.  25, 

YOUR,  confufion  hindered  you  from  giving 
any  rational  account  of  your  diftrefs,  till 
this  laft  letter  ;  and  therein  you  are  imperfect 
enough.  However,  with  much  ado  we  have 
now  a  tolerable  underftanding  how  things  ftand. 
We  had  a  paper  fent  inclofed,'  fubfcribed  by  Mr 
Ford,  as  we  fuppofe  :  It  is  in  print,  and  we  all 
approve  it ;  and  this  I  fuppofe  is  the  fport  I  was 
to  expeft.  I  do  think  it  is  agreed,  that  all  ani- 
mals fight  with  the  weapons  natural  to  them, 
(which  is  a  new  and  wife  remark  out  of  my  owa 
L  1  3  head);. 
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head) ;  and  the  devil  take  that  animal  who  will 
not  offend  his  enemy,  when  he  is  provoked,  with 
his  proper  weapon  ;  and  though  your  old  dull 
horfe  little  values  the  blows  I  give  him  with  the 
butt  end  of  my  ftick,  yet  I  ftrike  on,  and  make 
him  wince  in  fpite  of  his  dulnefs ;  and  he  lhall. 
not  fail  of  them  while  I  am  here  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  do  fo  too  to  the  beaft  who  has  kicked 
againft  you,  and  try  how  far  his  infenfibility 
will  protect  him  ;  and  you  lhall  have  help,  and 
he  will  be  vexed  ;  for  fo  I  found  your  horfe 
this  day,  though  he  would  not  move  the  fafter. 
I  will  kill  that  flea"  or  loufe  which  bites  me,  tho' 
I  get  no  honour  by  it. 

Laudari  ab  Us  quos  omnes  Itiudant,  is  a  maxim  ; 
and  the  contrary  is  equally  true.  Thank  you 
for  the  offer  of  your  mare  ;  and  how  a  pox  could 
we  come  without  her  ?  They  pulled  off  her's  and 
your  horfe's  fhoes  for  fear  of  being  rode,  and 
then  they  rode  them  without  fhoes,  and  fo  I  was 
forced  to  fhoe  them  again.  All  the  fellows  here 
would  be  Tighes,  if  they  were  but  privy  coun- 
fellors.  You  will  never  be  at  eafe  for  your 
friends  horfes  or  your  own,  till  you  have  walled 
in  a  park  of  twenty  acres,  which  I  would  have 
done  next  Spring. 

You  fay  not  a  word  of  the  letter  I  fent  you  for 
Mr  Tickell,  whether  you  fent  it  him  or  no ;  and 
yet  it  was  very  material  that  I  fhould  know  it. 
The  two  devils  of  inadvertency  and  forgetfulncfs 
have  got  faft  hold  on  you.  I  think  you  need  not 

quit 
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quit  his  and  Balaguer's  company,  for  the  rea- 
fon  I  mentioned  in  that  letter ;  becaufe  they  are 
above  fufpicions,  as  ivhiggtjjimi  and  unfufpectijfimi. 
When  the  Lord  Lieutenant  goes  for  England,  I 
have  a  method  to  fet  you  right  with  him,  I 
hope  ;  as  I  will  tell  you  when  I  come  to  town, 
if  I  do  not  Sheridan  it,  I  mean  forget  it. 

I  did  a  Sheridanifm  j  I  told  you  I  had  loft 
your  letter  ihclofed,  which  you  intended  to  Lord 
Carteret,  and  yet  I  have  it  fafe  here. 


LETTER      CCCXL1V. 

FROM    DR    SWIFT. 

Sept.  29,   1725. 

I  AM  now  returning  to  the  noble  fcene  of 
Dublin,  into  the  grand  monde,  for  fear  of 
burying  my  parts  ;  to  fignalize  myfelf  among 
curates  and  vicars,  and  cor  reel  all  corruptions 
crept  in  relating  to  the  weight  of  bread  and  but- 
ter, through  thofe  dominions  where  I  govern. 
I  have  employed  my  time  (betides  ditching)  in 
finifhing,  correcting,  amending,  and  tranfcrib- 
ing  my  travels  *,  in  four  parts  complete,  newly- 
augmented,  and  intended  for  the  prefs  when  the 
world  (hall  deferve  them,  or  rather  when  a  prin- 
ter fhall  be  found  brave  enough  to  venture  his 
cars.  I  like  the  fcheme  of  our  meeting  after 

cliitrefles 

*  Gulliver's  Travels, 
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diftrefTes  and  difperfions  :(But  the  chief  end  I 
propofe  to  myfelf  in  all  labours,  is  to  vex  the 
world,  rather  than  divert  it  jbnd  if  I  could  com- 
pafs  that  defign,  without  hurting  my  own  perfon 
or  fortune,  I  would  be  the  moft  indefatigable 
writer  you  have  ever  feen,  without  reading.  I 
am  exceedingly  pleafed  that  you  have  done  with 
tranflations.  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford  often  la- 
mented, that  a  rafcally  world  fhould  lay  you  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  mif-employing  your  genius  for 
fo  long  a  time.  But  fince  you  will  now  be  fo 
much  better  employed,  when  you  think  of  the 
world,  give  it  one  lafh  the  more  at  my  requeft. 
I  have  ever  hated  all  nations,  profeilions,  and 
communities  j  and  all  my  love  is  towards  indivi- 
duals. For  inftance,  I  hate  the  tribe  of  lawyers  ; 
but  I  love  Counfellor  fuch  a  one,  and  Judge  fuch 
a  one.  Tis  fo  with  phyficians,  (I  will  not  fpeak 
of  my  own  trade),  foldiers,  Engliih,  Scotch, 
French,  and  the  refty'  But  principally  I  hate  and 
deteft  that  animal  Called  man,  although  I  hear- 
tily love  John,  Peter,  Thomas,  and  fo  forth* 
This  is  the  fyftem  upon  which  I  have  governed 
myfelf  many  years,  (but  do  not  tell)  ;  and  fo  I 
fhall  go  on  till  I  have  done  with  them.  I  have 
got  materials  towards  a  treatife,  proving  the  fal- 
iity  of  that  definition  animal  rationale^  and  to  {hew 
it  ihould  be  only  rationis  capax.  Upon  this  great 
foundation  of  mifanthropy  (though_n0tjn  Ti- 
mon's  manner)  the  whole  building  of  my  travels 
is  erected  ;  and  I  never  will  have  peace  of  mind, 

till 
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till  all  honeft  men  are  of  my  opinion/  By  confe- 
quence  you  are  to  embrace  it  immediately,  and 
procure  that  all  who  deferve  my  efteem,  may  do 
lb  too.  The  matter  is  fo  clear,  that  it  will  admit 
of  no  difpute  j  nay,  I  will  hold  a  hundred  pounds 
that  you  and  I  agree  in  the  point./ 

I  did  not  know  your  OdyfTey  was  finifhed, 
being  yet  in  the  country,  which  I  fhall  leave  in 
three  days.  I  lhank  you  kindly  for  the  prefent ; 
but  fhall  like  it  three-fourths  the  lefs,  for  the 
mixture  you  mention  of  other  hands  :  However 
I  am  glad  you  faved  yourfelf  fo  much  drudgery. 

1  have  been  long  told  by  Mr  Ford,   of  your 

great  achievements  in  building  and  planting,  and 
cfpecially  of  your  fubterranean  pafT-tge  to  your 
garden,  whereby  you  turned  a  blunder  into  a 
beauty,  which  is  a  piece  of  ars  poetica. 

I  have  almoft  done  with  Harridans,  and  fhall 
foon  become  old  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  girls 
of  fourteen.  The  lady  whom  you  defcribed  to 
live  at  Court,  to  be  deaf,  and  no  party-woman, 
I  take  to  be  mythology,  but  know  not  hpw  to 
moralize  it.  She  cannot  be  Mercy  ;  for  Mercy  is 
neither  deaf,  nor  lives  at  Court :  Juftice  is  blind, 
and  perhaps  deaf;  but  neither  is  (he  a  court- 
lady  :  Fortune  is  both  blind  and  deaf,  and  a 
court-lady  j  but  then  fhe  is  a  moft  damnable 
party-woman,  and  will  never  make  me  eafy,  as 
you  promife.  It  muft  be  Riches,  which  anfwers 
all  your  defcription.  I  am  glad  fhe  vifits  you  ; 
but  my  voice  is  fo  weak,  that  I  doubt  fhe  will 
never  hear  me. 

Mr 


4o6         DEAN    SWIFT's 

Mr  Lewis  fent  me  an  account  of  Dr  Arbuth- 
nott's  illnefs  ;  which  is  a  very  fenfible  affliction 
to  me,  who,  by  living  fo  long  out  of  the  world, 
have  loft  that  hardnefs  of  heart  contracted  by 
years  and  general  converfation.  I  am  daily  lofing 
friends,  and  neither  feeking  nor  getting  others. 
Oh,  if  the  world  had  but  a  dozen  of  Arbuth,.- 
notts  in  it,  I  would  burn  my  travels  !  but  how- 
ever he  is  not  without  fault.  There  is  a  paflage 
in  Bede,  highly  commending  the  piety  and  learn- 
ing of  the  Irifli  in  that  age  ;  where,  after  abun- 
dance of  praifes,  he  overthrows  them  all,  by 
lamenting  that,  alas !  they  kept  Eafter  at  a  wrong 
time  of  the  year.  So  our  Doctor  has  every 
quality  and  virtue  that  can  make  a  man  amiable 
or  ufeful ;  but  alas  !  he  hath  a  fort  of  flouch  in 
his  walk  :  I  pray  God  protect  him,  for  he  is  an 
excellent  chriftian,  though  not  a  catholic. 

I  hear  nothing  of  our  friend  Gay,  but  I  find 
the  Court  keeps  him  at  hard  meat.  I  advifed 
him  to  come  over  with  a  Lord  Lieutenant.  Phi- 
lips writes  little  flams  (as  Lord  Leicefter  called 
thofe  fort  of  verfes)  on  Mifs  Carteret.  A  Dub- 
lin blackfmith,  a  great  poet,  hath  imitated  his 
manner,  in  a  poem  to  the  fame  Mifs.  Philips  is  a 
complainer  ;  and  on  this  occafion  I  told  Lord 
Carteret,  that  complainers  never  fucceeded  at 
Court,  though  railers  do. 

Are  you  altogether  a  country-gentleman,  that 
I  muft  addrefs  to  you  out  of  London,  to  the 
hazard  of  your  lofing  this  precious  letter,  which 
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I  will  now  conclude,  although  fo  much  paper  is 
left  ?  I  have  an  ill  name,  and  therefore  Ihall  not 
fubfcribe  it ;  but  you  will  guefs  it  comes  from 
one  who  efteems  and  loves  you,  about  half  as 
much  as  you  deferve,  I  mean  as  much  as  he  can. 
I  am  in  great  concern  at  what  I  am  juft  told 
is  in  fome  of  the  news-papers,  that  Lord  Boling- 
broke  is  much  hurt  by  a  fall  in  hunting.  I  am 
glad  he  has  fo  much  youth  and  vigour  left,  (of 
which  he  hath  not  been  thrifty)  j  but  I  wonder 
he  has  no  more  difcretion. 


LETTER      CCCXLV. 

Oftober  15.   1725." 

I  AM  wonderfully  pleafed  with  the  fuddennefs 
of  your  kind  anfwer.  It  makes  me  hope 
you  are  coming  towards  us,  and  that  you  incline 
more  and  more  to  your  old  friends,  in  propor- 
tion as  you  draw  nearer  to  them,  and  are  get- 
ting into  our  vortex.  Here  is  one  who  was  once 
a  powerful  planet,  but  has  now  (after  long  expe- 
rience of  all  that  comes  of  fhining)  learned  to  be 
content,  with  returning  to  his  firft  point,  with- 
out the  thought  or  ambition  of  fhining  at  all. 
Here  is  another,  who  thinks  one  of  the  greateft 
glories  of  his  father  was  to  have  diftingufhed  and 
loved  you,  and  who  loves  you  hereditarily.  Here 
is  Arbuthnott,  recovered  from  the  jaws  of  death, 
and  more  pleafed  with  the  hope  of  feeing  you 

again, 
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again,  than  of  reviewing  a  world  ;  every  part  of 
which  he  has  long  defpifed,  but  what  is  made  up 
of  a  few  men  like  yourfelf.  He  goes  abroad 
again,  and  is  more  chearful  than  even  health  can 
make  a  man  ;  for  he  has  a  good  confcience  into 
the  bargain,  (which  is  the  mod  catholic  of  all 
remedies,  though  not  the  moft  univerfal).  I 
knew  it  would  be  a  pleafure  to  you  to  hear  this, 
and  in  truth  that  made  me  write  fo  foon  to  you. 
I  am  forry  poor  P.  is  not  promoted  in  this 
age  ;  for  certainly  if  his  reward  be  of  the  next, 
he  is  of  all  poets  the  moft  miferable.  I'm  alfo 
forry  for  another  reafon  ;  if  they  don't  promote 
him,  they'll  fpoii  the  conclufion  of  one  of  my 
fatires,  where,  having  endeavoured  to  correct  the 
tafte  of  the  town  in  wit  and  criticifm,  I  end 
thus : 

But  what  avails  to  lay  down  rules  for  fenfe  ? 

;   Jn 's  reign  thefe  fruitlefs  lines  were  writ, 

When  Aaibrofe  Philips  was  preferr'd  for  wit ! 

Our  friend  Gay  is  ufed  as  the  friends  of  Tories 
are  by  Whigs  (and  generally  by  Tories  too.)~Be- 
caufe  he  had  humour,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have 
dealt  with  Dr  Swift  ;  in  like  manner  as  when 
any  one  had  learning  formerly,  he  was  thought 
to  have  dealt  with  the  devil.  He  puts  his  whole 
truft  at  Court,  in  that  Lady  whom  I  defcribed  to 
you,  and  whom  you  take  to  be  an  allegorical 
creature  of  fancy.  I  wiili  flie  really  were  richer 
for  his  Hike ;  though,  as  for  your's,  I  quc.ii ion 
i  whether 
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whether  (if  you  knew  her)  you  would  change 
her  for  the  other. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  had  not  the  leaft  harm  by 
his  fall.  I  wilh  he  had  received  no  more  by  his 
other  fall.  Lord  Oxford  had  none  by  his.  Bu.t 
Lord  Bolingbroke  is  the  moft  improved  mind  fince 
you  faw  him,  that  ever  was  improved,  without 
fhifting  into  a  new  body  or  being :  Paulo  minus 
ab  ange/is.  I  have  often  imagined  to  myfelf,  that 
if  ever  all  of  us  meet  again,  after  fo  many  varie- 
ties and  changes,  after  fo  much  of  the  old  world 
and  of  the  old  man  in  each  of  us  has  been  altered, 
that  fcarce  a  fingle  thought  of  the  one,  any 
more  than  a  iingle  atom  of  the  other,  remains 
juft  the  fame  ;  I've  fancied,  I  fay,  that  we  ihould 
meet  like  the  righteous  in  the  millennium,  quite 
in  peace,  diverted  of  all  our  former  paffions,  fmiling 
at  our  paft  follies,  and  content  to  enjoy  the  king- 
dom of  the  juft  in  tranquillity.  But  I  find  you 
would  rather  be  employed  as  an  avenging  angel 
of  wrath,  to  break  your  vial  of  indignation  over 
the  heads  of  the  wretched  creatures  of  this  world ; 
nay,  would  make  them  eat  your  bookt  which  you 
have  made,  I  doubt  not,  as  bitter  a  pill  for  them 
as  poflible. 

I  won't  tell  you  what   defigns   I    have   in  my 

head  (bcfides  writing  a  fet  of  maxims   in  oppoli- 

tion  to  all  Pvochefoucault's  principles  *)  till  I  fee 

VOL.  XV.  M  m  you 

*  This  was  only  faid  as  an  oblique  reproof  of  the  horrid 
mifanthropy  in  the  foregoing  Lttu; ;  and  which  he  fuppo&d 
might  he  clikfly  occafioned  by  the  Dean's  fondnefs  for  Koche- 
foucault,  whose  >r;:.'X.;?;:5  are  founded  on  the  principle  of  an 
aniverfai  fclSfhnefs  in  human  nature.  Warl>. 
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you  here,  face  to  face.  Then  you  ihall  have  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  me,  for  want  of  a  gene- 
rous difdain  of  this  world,  though  I  have  not 
loft  my  ears  in  your's  and  their  fervice.  Lord 
Oxford  too  (whom  I  have  now  the  third  time 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  he  deferves  to  be 
always  mentioned  in  every  thing  that  is  addreffed 
to  you,  or  comes  from  you)  expects  you  :  That 
ought  to  be  enough  to  bring  you  hither  ;  'tis  a 
better  reafon  than  if  the  nation  expected  you. 
For  I  really  enter  as  fully  as  you  can  defire,  into 
your  principle  of  love  of  individuals  ;  and  I 
think  the  way  to  have  a  public  fpirit,  is  firft  to 
have  a  private  one  :  For  who  -can  believe,  ({aid 
a  friend  of  mine,)  that  any  man  can  care  for  a 
hundred  thoufand  people,  who  never  cared  for 
one  ? -No  ill-humoured  man  can  ever  be  a  pa- 
triot, any  more  than  a  friend. 

I  defigned  to  have  left  the  following  page  for 
Dr  Arbuthnott  to  fill  ;  but  he  is  fo  touched 
with  the  period  in  your's  to  me  concerning  him, 
th.tt  he  intends  to  anfwer  it  by  a  whole  letter. 
He  too  is  bufy  about  a  book,  which  I  guefs  he 
will  tell  you  of.  So  adieu. — What  remains  worth 
telling  you  ?  Dean  Berkeley  is  well,  and  happy  in 
the  profecution  of  his  fcheme.  Lord  Oxford  and 
Lord  Bolingbroke  in  health  ;  Duke  Difney  fo 
alfo  ;  Sir  William  Wyndham  better ;  Lord  Ba- 
thurft  well.  Thefe,  and  fonie  others,  preferve 
their  ancient  honour,  and  ancient  friendfhip. 

Thofe  who   do   neither,  if  they  were   d d, 

what 
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what  is  it  to  a  Proreftant  pr'cfr,  who  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  dead  ?  I  anfwer,  for  my  own 
part,  as  a  Papift,  I  would  not  pray  them  out  of 
purgatory. 

My  name  is  as  bad  an  one  as  your's,  and  hated 
by  all  bad  poets,  from  Hopkins  and  Sternhold  to 
Gildon  and  Cibber.  The  firft  prayed  againft  me 
with  the  Turk,  and  a  modern  imitator  of  their's 
(whom  I  leave  to  you  to  find  outj  has  added  the 
Chriftian  to  them,  with  proper  definitions  of 
each,  in  this  manner  : 

The  Pope's  the  whore  of  Babylon, 

The  Turk  he  is  a  Jew  ; 
The  Chriftian  is  an  Infidel 

That  fitteth  in  a  pew. 


LETTER      CCCXIAT. 

PR    ARBUTHNOTT    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Ocl.  17,   1725. 

I  HAVE  the  vanity  to  think,  that  a  few  friends 
have  a  real  concern  for  me,  and  are  uncafy 
when  I  am  in  diftrefs ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
I  ought  to  communicate  with  them  the  joy  of  my 
recovery.     I  did  not  want  a  moft  kind  paragraph 
in  your  letter  to  Mr  Pope,  to  convince  me,  that 
you  are   of  the   number  ;  and   I  know,  that   I 
give  you  a  fenfible  pleafure,  in  telling  you,  that  I 
M  m  2  think 
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think  myfelf  at  this  time  almoft  perfectly  recover- 
ed of  a  mofl  unufual  and  dangerous  diftemper, 
an  impofthume  in  the  bowels ;  fuch  a  one,  that 
had  it  been  in  the  hands  of  a  chirurgeon,  in  an 
outward  and  flefliy  part,  I  fhould  not  have  been 
well  thefe  three  months.  Duke  Difney,  our  old 
friend,  is  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  of  fuch  an- 
other. There  have  been  feveral  of  them  occa- 
fioned,  as  I  reckon,  by  the  cold  and  wet  feafon. 
People  have  told  me  of  new  impoftures  (as  they 
call  them)  every  day.  Poor  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham  is  an-  impojlure  :  I  hope  the  Bath,  where  he 
5s  going,  will  do  him  good.  The  hopes  of  fee- 
ing once  more  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  revives 
my  fpirits.  I  cannot  help  imagining  fome  of 
your  old  club  met  together,  like  mariners  after  a 
ftorm.  For  God's  fake,  do  not  tantalize  your 
friends  any  more.  I  can  prove  by  twenty  unan- 
fwerable  arguments,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary, 
that  you  fhould  come  over  to  England  ;  that  it 
\voulcl  be  committing  the  greateft  abfurdity  that 
ever  was,  not  to  do  it  the  next  approaching  Win- 
ter. I  believe,  indeed,  it  is  juft  poffible  to  fave 
your  foul  without  it,  and  that  is  all.  As  for 
your  book  *  (of  which  I  have  framed  to  myfelf 
luch  an  idea,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  there  is  no 
doing  any  good  upon  mankind  without  itj  I  will 
fet  the  letters  myfelf,  rather  than  it  (hould  not 
be  published.  But  before  you  put  the  finifliing 
hand  to  it,  it  is  really  neceffary  to  be  acquainted 

with 
*  Gulliver's  Travels. 
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with  fome  new  improvements  of  mankind,  that 
have  appeared  of  late,  and  are  daily  appearing. 
Mankind  has  an  inexhauflible  fource  of  inven- 
tion in  the  way  of  folly  and  madnefs.  I  have 
only  one  fear,  that  when  you  come  over,  you  will 
be  fo  much  coveted  and  taken  up  by  the  mini- 
ftry  •,  that  unlefs  your  friends  meet  you  at  theu» 
tables,  they  will  have  none  of  your  company. 
This  is  really  n,o  joke ;  I  am  quite  in  earneft. 
Your  deafnefs  is  fo  neceiTary  a  thing,  that  I  al- 
moft  begin  to  think  it  an  affectation.  I  remem- 
ber you  ufed  to  reckon  dinners.  I  know  of  near 
half-a-year's  dinners,  where  you  are  already  be- 
fpoke.  It  is  worth  your  while  to  come  to  fee 
your  old  friend  Lewis,  who  is  wifer  than  ever  he 
was,  the  beft  of  huibands.  I  am  fure  I  can  fay 
from  my  own  experience,  that  he  is  the  beft  of 
friends.  He  was  fo  to  me,  when  he  had  little 
hope  I  fhould  ever  live  to  thank  him. 

You  muft  acquaint  me,  before  you  take  your 
journey,  that  we  may  provide  a  convenient  lodg- 
ing for  you  amongft  your  friends.  I  am  called 
away  this  moment,  and  have  only  time  to  add, 
that  I  love  and  long  to  fee  you  ;  and  am  moft 
fi  nee  rely,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble 

J.  ARBUTHNOTT. 
M  m  3  LET-- 
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L    E    T    T,  E    R      CCCXLVII. 

EDWARD  EARL  OF  OXFORD  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  StR,  Dover-JJreet,  Off.   19,   1725. 

I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  thefe  few  lines  for 
once,  when  I  tell  you  that  yefterday  morn- 
ing, I  thank  God,  my  wife  was  fafely  delivered 
of  a  fon,  and  both  mother  and  child  are  as  well 
as  can  be  expected.  I  fancy  this  will  not  be  dif- 
agreeable  news  to  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  ex- 
eept  he  be  very  much  altered,  which  I  believe 
not.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  more,  but 
to  tell  you,'that~I  am,  with  great  refpect,  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant,  OXFORD. 

LETTER      CCCXLVIII. 

FROM    DR    SWIFT. 

Nov.  26,   1725. 

I  SHOULD  fooner  have  acknowledged  your's, 
if  a  feverifh  diforder,  and  the  relics  of  ir, 
had  not  difabled  me  for  a  fortnight.  I  now  be- 
gin to  make  excufes,  becaufe  I  hope  I  am  pretty 
near  feeing  you,  and  therefore  I  would  cultivate 
.an  acquaintance  :  Becaufe  if  you  do  not  know  me* 
when  we  meet,  you  need  only  keep  one  of  my 
letters,  and  compare  i:  with  my  face,  for  my  face 

and 
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and  letters  are  counter-parts  of  my  heart.  I  fear 
I  have  not  exprfcfied  that  right ;  but  I  mean  well, 
and  I  hate  blots.  I  look  in  your  letter,  and  in  my 
eonfcience  you  fay  the  fame  thing,  but  in  a  better 
manner.  Pray  tell  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  that  I 
wifh  he  were  banifhed  again  ;  for  then  I  fhould 
hear  from  him,  when  he  was  full  of  philofophy, 
and  talked  de  contemptu  mundi.  My  Lord  Oxford 
was  fo  extremely  kind,  as  to  write  to  me  imme- 
diately on  account  of  his  fon's  birth  ;  which  I 
immediately  acknowledged  ;  but  before  my  letter 
could  reach  him,  I  wifhed  it  in  the  fea.  I  hope 
I  was  more  afflicted  than  his  Lordfhip.  "I'is 
hard  that  parfons  and  beggars  fhould  be  over-run 
with  brats,  while  fo'  great  and  good  a  family  wants 
an  heir  to  continue  it.  I  have  received  his  fa- 
ther's picture  ;  but  I  lament  (fubfigilh  confeflloms ) 
that  it  is  not  fo  true  a  refemblance  as  I  could  wifh. 
\Drown  the  world  !  I  am  not  content  with  defpif- 
ing  it ;  but  T  would  anger  it,  if  I  could  with  fafe- 
ty/  I  willi  there  were  an  hofpital  built  for  its  de- 
fpifers,  where  one  might  act  with  fafety  ;  and  it 
need  not  be  a  large  building,  only  I  would  have 
it  well  endowed.  P**  isjort  chancellantt  whether 
he  fhall  turn  parfon  or  no.  But  all  employments 
here  are  engaged,  or  in  reverfion.  Caft  wits  and 
xaft  beaux  have  a  proper  fanctuary  in  the  church  j 
yet  we  think  it  a  fevere  judg.nent,  that  a  fine  gen- 
tleman, and  fo  much  the  finer  for  hating  ecclefi- 
aftics,  ihould  be  a  clomeflic  humble  retainer  to  an 
Irifh  prelate.  He  is  neither  fecretary  nor  gentle- 
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man-ufher,  yet  ferves  in  both  capacities.  He  hath 
publifhed  feveral  reafons  why  he  never  came  to 
fee  me  ;  but  the  beft  is,  that  I  have  not  waited 
on  his  Lordfhip.  We  have  had  a  poem  fent  from 
London,  in  imitation  of  that  on  Mifs  Carteret. 
It  is  on  Mifs  Harvey,  of  a  day  old  ;  and  we  fay 
and  think  it  is  your's.  1  wifh  it  were  not,  becaufe 

I   am  againft  monopolies. You  might  have 

fpared  me  a  few  more  lines  of  your  fatire,  but  I 
hope  in  a  few  months  to  fee  it  all.  To  hear  boys 
like  you  talk  of  millenniums  and  tranquillity  !  I 
am  older  by  thirty  years,  Lord  Bolingbroke  by- 
twenty,  and  you  but  by  ten,  than  when  we  laft 
were  together  ;  and  we  fhould  differ  more  than 
ever  ;  you  coquetting  a  maid  of  honour,  my 
Lord  looking  on  to  fee  how  the  gamefters  play, 
and  I  railing  at  you  both.  I  defire  you  and  all  my 
friends  will  take  a  fpecial  care,  that  my  difaffection 
to  the  world  may  not  be  imputed  to  my  age  ;  fat  I 
have  credible  witneffes  ready  to  depofe,  that  it 
hath  never  varied  from  the  twenty-firft  to  the 
f — ty-eighth  year  of  my  life,  (pray  fill  that  blank 
charitably).  ( I  tell  you,  after  all,  that  I  do  not 
hate  mankind  :  It  is  voits  autres  who  hate  them, 
becaufe  you  would'  have  them  reafonable  ani- 
mals, and  are  angry  at  being  difappointed.  I  have 
always  rejected  that  definition,  and  made  another 

of  my  own.  I  am  no  more  angry  with ,  than 

I  was  with  the  kite  that  laft  week  flew  away  with 
one  of  my  chickens  ;  and  yet  I  was  pleafed  when 
one  of  my  fervants  (hot  him  two  days  after.  This 

I 
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I  fay,  becaufe  you  are  fo  hardy  as  to  tell  me  of  your 
intentions  to  write  maxims  in  oppofition  to  Roche— 
foucault,  who  is  my  favourite,  becaufe  I  found 
my  whole  character  in  him  *  :  However,  I  will 
read  him  again,  becaufe  it  is  poffible  I  may  have 

fince  undergone  fome  alteration. Take  care 

the  bad  poets  do  not  out-wit  you,  as  they  have 
ferved  the  good  ones  in  every  age,  whom  they 
have  provoked  to  tranfmit  their  names  to  pofte- 
rity.  Maevius  is  as  well  known  as  Virgil ;  and 
Gildon  will  be  as  well  known  as  you,  if  his  name 
gets  into  your  verfes :  And  as  to  the  difference 
between  good  and  bad  fame,  'tis  a  perfect  trifle. 
I  afk  a  thoufand  pardons,  and  fo  leave  you  for 
this  time,  and  will  write  again,  without  concern- 
ing myfelf  whether  you  write  or  no. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CCCXLIX. 

Dec*   10.   1725, 

I  FIND  myfelf  the  better  acquainted  with  you 
for  a  long  abfence,  as  men  are  with  them- 
felves  for  a  long  affliction.  Abfence  does  but 
hold  off  a  friend,  to  make  one  fee  him  the  more 
truly.  I  am  infinitely  more  pleafed  to  hear  you 
are  coming  near  us,  than  at  any  thing  you  feem 
to  think  in  my  favour ;  an  opinion  which  has 

perhaps 

*  This,  methinks,  is  no  great  compliment  to  his  own  heart. 
Warl. 
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perhaps  been  aggrandifcd  by  the  diftance  or  dul- 
,nefs  of  Ireland,  as  objects  look  larger  through  a 
medium  of  fogs :-  And  yet  I  am  infinitely  pleafed 
with  that  too.  I  am  much  the  happier  for  (find- 
ing a  better  thing  than  our  wits)  our  judgments 
jump  in  the  notion,  that  all  fcribblers  fhould  be 
paffed  by  in  filence.  To  vindicate  one's  felf  a- 
gainft  fuch  nafly  flander,  is  much  as  wife  as  it 
was  in  your  countryman,  when  the  people  im- 
puted a  ftink  to  him,  to  prove  the  contrary  by 
fhewing  his  back-fide.  So  let  Gildon  and  Philips 
reft  in  peace  !  What  had  Virgil  to  do  with  Mae- 
vius,  that  he  fhould  wear  him  upon  his  fleeve.to 
all  eternity,  I  don't  know.  I  have  been  the  long- 
er upon  this,  that  I  may  prepare  you  for  the  re- 
ception both  you  2nd  your  works  may  pofiibly 
meet  in  England.  We,  your  true  acquaintance, 
will  look  upon  you  as  a  good  man,  and  love 
you  ;  others  will  look  upon  you  as  a  wit,  and 
hate  you.  So  you  know  the  worft  ;  unlefs  you 
are  as  vindictive  as  Virgil,  or  the  aforefaid  Hiber- 
nian. 

I  wifh  as  warmly  as  you  for  an  hofpital,  in 
which  to  lodge  the  defpifers  of  the  world  ;  only 
I  fear  it  would  be  filled  wholly  like  Chelfea,  with 
maimed  foldiers,  and  fuch  as  had  been  difabled 
in  its  fervice.  I  would  rather  have  thofe,  that, 
out  of  fuch  generous  principles  as  you  and  I,  de- 
fpife  it,  fly  in  its  face,  then  retire  from  it.  Not 
that  I  have  much  anger  againft  the  great ;  my 
fpleen  is  at  the  little  rogues  of  it.  It  would  vex 

one 
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one  more  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  with  a 
pifs-pot,  than  by  a  thunder-bolt.  As  to  great  op- 
preflbrs,  they  are  like  kites  or  eagles  ;  one  expects 
mifchicf  from  them :  But  to  be  fquirted  to  death 
(as  poor  Wycherly  faid  to  me  on  his  death-bed) 
by  apothecaries  apprentices,  by  the  under-ftrap- 
pers  of  under-fecretaries  to  iccretaries  who  were 
no  fecretaries, — this  would  provoke  as  dull  a  dog 
as  Ph — s  himfelf. 

So  much  for  enemies  :  Now  for  friends.     Mr 

L thinks   all   this   indifcreet :   The   Doctor 

not  fo ;  he  loves  mifchief  the  beft  of  any  good- 
natured  man  in  England.  Lord  B.  is  above 
trifling.  When  he  writes  of  any  thing  in  this 
world,  he  is  more  than  mortal :  If  ever  he  triflest 
it  mujl  be  when  he  turns  a  divine.  Gay  is  writing 
tales  for  Prince  William.  .1  fuppofe  Mr  Philips 
will  take  this  very  ill,  for  two  reafons ;  one,  that 
he  thinks  all  childifh  things  belong  to  him ;  and 
the  Other,  becaufe  he'll  take  it  ill  to  be  taught, 
that  one  may  write  things  to  a  child  without  be- 
ing childifh.  What  have  I  more  to  acid,  but 
that  Lord  Oxford  deiires  earneftly  to  fee  you  ; 
and  that  many  others,  whom  you  do  not  think 
the  worft  of,  will  be  gratified  by  it  ?  None  more, 
be  afluixd,  than 

Your's,  £c. 

P.  S.  Pope  and  you  are  very  great  wits,  and, 
I  think,  very  indifferent  philofophers.  If  you 
defpifc  the  world  as  much  as  you  pretend,  and 

perhaps 
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perhaps  believe,  you  would  not  be  fo  angry  with 
it.  The  founder  of  your  feel,  that  noble  origi- 
nal whom  you  think  it  fo  great  an  honour  to 
refemble  *,  was  a  flave  to  the  worft  part  of  the 
world,  to  the  Court ;  and  all  his  big  words  were 
the  language  of  a  flighted  lover,  who  defired  no- 
thing fo  much  as  a  reconciliation,  and  feared 
nothing  fo  much  as  a  rupture.  I  believe  the 
the  world  hath  ufed  me  as  fcurvily  as  moft  peo- 
ple ;  and  yet  I  could  never  find  in  my  heart  to  be 
thoroughly  angry  with  the  fimple,  falfe,  caprici- 
ous thing.  I  fhould  blufh  alike,  to  be  difcover- 
ed  fond  of  the  world,  or  piqued  at  it.  Your 
de6nition  of  animal  rationis  capax,  inftead  of  the 
common  one  animal  rationale,  will  not  bear  exa- 
mination. Define  but  reafon,  and  you  will  fee 
why  your  diftin&ion  is  no  better  than  that  of  the 
pontiff  Cotta,  between  mala  ratio  and  bona  ratio. 
But  enough  of  this.  Make  us  a  vifit,  and  I'll 
fubfcribe  to  any  fide  of  thefe  important  queftions 
which  you  pleafe.  We  differ  lefs  than  you  ima- 
gine perhaps,  when  you  wifhed  me  banifhed  a- 
gain  :  But  I  am  not  lefs  true  to  you,  and  to  phi- 
lofophy  in  England,  than  I  was  in  France. 

Your's,  &c.  B. 

i  LET- 

*  Seneca. 
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LETTER      CCCL. 

AN  ANSWER  TO    LORD    PALMERSTON's   CIVIL 
POLITE    LETTER. 

[So  indorfed.] 

MY  LORD,  Jan.  31,  1725-6. 

I  DESIRE  you  will  give  yourfelf  the  laft  trou- 
ble I  fliall  ever  put  you  to.  I  do  entirely 
acquit  you  of  any  injury  or  injufticc  done  to  Mr 
Curtis  *  j  and  if  you  had  read  that  paiTage  in  my 
letter  a  fecond  time,  you  could  not  poffibly  have 
ib  ill  underftood  me.  The  injury  and  Snjuftice 
the  young  man  received,  were  from  thofe,  who, 
claiming  a  title  to  his  chambers,  took  away  his 
key  ;  and  reviled,  and  threatened  to  beat  him ; 
with  a  great  deal  of  the  like  monftrous  conduct : 
Whereupon,  at  his  requeft,  I  laid  the  cafe  be- 
fore you  f,  as  it  appeared  to  me.  And  it  would 
have  been  very  ftrange,  if,  on  account  of  a  trifle, 
and  of  a  perfon  for  whom  I  have  no  concern, 
further  than  as  he  was  once  employed  by  me,  on. 
the  character  he  bears  of  piety  and  learning,  I 
VOL.  XV.  N  n  fhould 

*  A  refulcnt  mafter  in  Trinity  collar,  whom  the  Dean 
made  ore  of  tile  four  minor  canons  of  h't  Patrick's  cathedral. 
Dub.  edit. 

t  Lord  Vifcotint  Palmerfton  (nephew  to  Sir  William  Temple) 
had  a  right  to  bellow  two  handfomc  chambers  in  the  univerfity 
of  Dublin,  upon  fuch  (Indents  as  he  and  his  he'rs  fhall  think 
proper,  0:1  acc/'iint  of  the  benefaflions  of  this  family  towards 
the  college-buildings.  Dub.  edit. 
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fhould  charge  you  with  injury  and  injuftice  to 
him,  when  I  know  from  himfelf,  and  Mr  Read- 
ing, that  you  were  not  anfwerable  for  either. 

As  you  Hate  the  cafe  of  tenant  at  will,  I  fully 
agree,  that  no  law  can  compel  you  ;  but  law  was 
not  at  all  in  my  thoughts. 

Now,  my  Lord,  if  what  I  write  of  injury  and 
injustice,  were  wholly  applied,  in  plain  terms,  to 
one  or  two  of  the  college  here,  whofe  names 
were  below  my  remembrance  ;  you  will  confider 
how  I  could  deferve  an  anfwer,  in  every  line,  full 
of  foul  infinuations,  open  reproaches,  jefting 
flirts,  and  contumelious  terms  ;  and  what  title 
you  claim  to  give  me  fuch  treatment.  I  own  my 
obligation  to  Sir  William  Temple  *,  for  recom- 
mending me  to  the  late  King,  althouglrwithout 
fuccefs  ;  and  for  his  choice  of  me  to  take  care  of 
his  pofthumous  writings.  But  I  hope  you  will 
not  charge  my  being  in  his  family,  as  an  obliga- 
tion -,  for  I  was  educated  to  little  purpofe,  if  I 
had  chofen  his  houfe  on  any  other  motives,  than 
the  benefit  of  his  converfation  and  advice,  and 

the 

*  After  Mr  Swift  left  the  umverfity  of  Dublin,  Sir  William 
Temple  (whofe  father,  Sir  John  Temple,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls 
in  Ireland,  had  been  a  friend  to  the  family)  invited  our  young 
author  to  fpend  fome  time  with  him  at  Moor-park  in  England 
for  the  fake  of  hit  converfation  ;  where  he  purfued  his  fhidies 
through  all  the  Greek  and  Roman  hiflorians.  Here  it  was  he 
was  introduced  by  his  friend  to  Kinj  William,  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  ufed  to  pay  frequent  vifits  to  that  great  miniffer,  after  h* 
had  retired  from_  public  bufinefs  to  his  feat  at  Moor-park. 
Dub.  edit. — There  is  not  the  leaft  rcafon  to  believe,  that  .sir 
William  Temple  was  rifited  by  K.  William  at  Moor-park.  H. 
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the  opportunity  of  purfuing  my  ftudies.  For, 
being  born  to  no  fortune,  I  was,  at  his  death,  as 
much  to  feck  it  as  ever ;  and  perhaps  you  will 
allow,  that  I  was  of  fbme  uie  to  him.  This  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  that  in  the  time  when  I  had 
fome  little  credit,  I  did  fifty  times  more  for  fifty 
people,  from  whom  I  never  received  the  leaft 
fervice  or  affiftance  ;  yet  I  fhould  not  be  pleafed 
to  hear  a  relation  of  mine  reproaching  them  with 
ingratitude,  although  many  of  them  well  dcferve 
it :  For,  thanks  to  party,  I  have  met  in  both 
kingdoms  with  ingratitude  enough. 

If  I  have  been  ill  informed,  you  have  not  beea 
much  better,  that  I  declared  no  great  regard  to 
your  family  ;  for  fo  you  exprefs  yourfclf.  I  never 
had  occafion,  or  opportunity,  to  make  ufe  of  any 
fuch  words.  The  laft  time  I  faw  you  in  London, 
was  the  laft  intercourfe  that  I  remember  to  have 
had  with  your  family.  '  But  having  always  trufted 
to  my  own  innocence,  I  was  never  inquifitive  to 
know  my  accufers.  When  I  mentioned  my  lofs 
of  intereft  with  you,  I  did  it  with  concern;  and 
I  had  no  refentment ;  becaufe  I  fuppofed  it  to 
arife  only  from  different  fentimcnts  in  public 
matters. 

My  Lord,  if  my  letter  were  polite,  it  was  a- 
gainft  my  intention,  and  I  intreat  your  pardon 
for  it.  If  I  have  wit,  I  will  keep  it  to  fhew 
when  I  am  angry  ;  which  at  prefent  I  am  not  : 
Becaufe,  although  nothing  can  excufc  thofe  in- 
temperate words  your  pen  hath  let  fall,  yet  I 
N  ii  2  (hall 
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fliall  give  allowance  to  a  hafty  perfon,  hurried 
on  by  a  miftake,  beyond  all  rules  of  decency.  If 
a  firil  minifter  of  ftate  had  ufed  me  as  you  have 
done,  he  fhould  have  heard  from  me  in  another 
flyle  ;  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  retaliating  would  be 
thought  a  mark  of  courage.  But  as  your  Lord- 
fhip  is  not  in  a  iltuation  to  do  me  good,  nor, 
I  am  fure,  of  a  difpofition  to  do  me  mifchief ; 
fo  I  ihould  lofe  the  merit  of  being  bold,  becaufe 
I  incurred  no  danger. 

In  this  point  alone  we  are  exactly  equal  :  but 
in  wit  and  politenefs,  I  am  as  ready  to  yield  to 
you,  as  in  titles  and  eftate. 

I  have  found  out  one  fecret :  That  although 
you  call  me  a  great  wit,  you  do  not  think  me 
fo  ;/othqr.wife  you  would  have  been  cautious  to 
have  writ  me  fuch  a  letter. 

You  conclude  with  faying,  you  are  ready  to 
afk  pardon  where  you  have  offended.  Of  this  I 
acquit  you,  becaufe  I  have  not  taken  the  of- 
fence ;  but  whether  you  will  acquit  yourfelf, 
muft  be  left  to  your  confcience  and  honour. 

I  have  formerly,  upon  occafions,  been  your 
humble  fervant  in  Ireland,  and  fhould  not  re- 
fufe  to  be  fo  ftill :  But  you  have  fo  ufeful  and 
excellent  a  friend  in  Mr  Reading,  that  you  need 
no  other  ;  and  I  hope  my  good  opinion  of  him 
will  not  leiTen  your's.  I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.     SWIFT. 

LET- 
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FROM    DR    SWIFT. 

London ,  May  4.    1726. 

HAD  rather  live  in  forty  Irelands,  than  un- 
der the  frequent  difquiets  of  hearing  you  arc 
out  of  order.  I  always  apprehended  it  moft 
after  a  great  dinner  ;  for  the  Icaft  trangreffion  of 
your's,  if  it  be  only  two  bits  and  one  fup  more 
than  your  (lint,  is  a  great  debauch  ;  for  which 
you  certainly  pay  more,  than  thofe  fots  who  are 
carried  dead  drunk  to  bed.  My  Lord  Peterbo- 
row  fpoiled  every  body's  dinner,  but  efpecially 
mine,  with  telling  us,  that  you  were  detained  by 
fickuefs.  Pray  let  me  have  three  lines  under  any 
hand  or  pot-hook  that  will  give  me  a  better  ac- 
count of  your  health  ;  which  concerns  me  more 
than  others,  becaufe  1  love  and  eftecm  you,  for 
reafons  that  moil  others  have  little  to  do  with  ; 
and  would,  be  the  fame,  although  you  had  never 
touched  a  pen,  further  than  with  writing  to  me. 
I  am  gathering  up  my  luggage,  and  preparing 
for  my  journey.  1  will  endeavour  to  think  of 
you  as  little  as  I  can  ;  and  when  1  write  to  you, 
I  will  ftrive  not  to  think  of  you.  This  I  intend 
in  return  to  your  kindnefs  ;  and  further,  I  know 
no  body  has  dealt  with  me  fo  cruelly  as  you  ; 
the  confequences  of  which  ufage  I  fear  will  laft 
as  long  as  my  life  ;  for  fo  long  {hall  I  be,  in  fpitc 
of  :ny  heart,  entirely  your's. 

N  n  3  L  E  T  - 
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LETTER      CCCLII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MR    WORRAL  *. 


^  July  15,  1726. 

I  WISH  you  would  fend  me  a  common  bill  in 
f6rm,  upon  any  banker,  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  I  will  wait  for  it,  and  in  the  mean 
time  borrow  where  I  can.  What  you  tell  me  of 
Mrs  Johnfon,  I  have  long  expelled,  with  great 
oppreffion  and  heavinefs  of  heart.  We  have 
been  perfect  friends  thefe  thirty-five  years.  Up- 
on my  advice  they  both  came  to  Ireland,  and  have 
been  ever  iince  my  conftant  companions  ;  and  the 
remainder  of  my  life  will  be  a  very  melancholy 
fcene,  when  one  of  them  is  gone,  whom  I  moft 
efteemed,  upon  the  (core  of  every  good  quality, 
that  can  poffibly  recommend  a  human  creature. 
I  have  thefe  two  months  feen  through  Mrs  Ding- 
ley's  difguifes  f.  And,  indeed,  ever  fince  I  left 

you, 

*  This  gentleman  was  a  foundling,  and.  Swift  ufed  to  call  him 
Melchifedeck,  becaufe  Melchifedeck  is  faid  to  have  had  neither 
father  nor  mother  :  He  was  a  clergyman,  a  matter  of  arts,  a 
reader,  and  a  vicar  of  Swift's  cathedral,  and  matter  of  the  fong  : 
He  was  ner.rly  of  the  Dean's  own  (landing  in  the  college,  had 
good  fenfe,  and  much  humour.  His  wife  was  a  woman  of 
great  fprightlincfs,  good  nature,  and  generofity  ;  remarkably 
cleanly  and  elegant,  in  her  peripn,  in  her  hou/e,  and  at  her 
table  ;  the  Dean  therefore  "was  of  his  guefts,  and  contracted 
great  intimacy  with  him. 

•{•  Probably  endeavouring  to  conceal  Mrs  Johnfon's  danger,  in 
tendernefs  to  the  Dean. 
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you,  my  heart  hath  been  fo  funk,  that  I  have  not 
been  the  fame  man,  nor  ever  {hall  be  again ;  but 
drag  on  a  wretched  life,  till  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to 
call  me  away.  I  miift  tell  you  as  a,  friend,  that  if 
you  have  reafon  to  believe  Mrs  Johnfon*  cannot 
hold  out  till  my  return,  I  would  not  think  of 
coming  to  Ireland  j  and,  in  that  cafe,  I  would 
expect  of  you,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  to 
renew  my  licence  for  another  half-year ;  which 
time  I  will  fpend  in  fbme  retirement  far  from 
London,  till  I  can  be  in  a  difpofidon  of  appear- 
ing, after  an  accident  that  muft  be  fo  fatal  to  my 
quiet,  I  wifh  it  could  be  brought  about,  that  fhe 
might  make  her  will.  Her  intentions  are  to  leave 
the  intereft  of  all  her  fortune  to  her  mother  and 
fifter,  during  their  lives,  and  afterwards  to  Dr 
Stephen's  hofpital,  to  purchafe  lands  for  fuch 
ufes  there  as  fhe  defigns.  Think  how  I  am  d\C- 
pofed  while  I  write  this,  and  forgive  the  incon- 
fiftencies.  I  would  not  for  the  univerfe  be  pre- 
fent  at  fuch  a  trial  of  feeing  her  depart.  She 
will  be  among  friends,  that,  upon  her  own  ac- 
count, and  great  worth,  will  tend  her  with  all 
pcffible  care,  where  I  fhould  be  a  trouble  to  her, 
and  the  greateft  torment  to  myfeif.  In  cafe  the 
matter  fhould  be  defperate,  I  would  have  you 
advife,  if  they  come  to  town,  that  they  fhould 
be  lodged  in  fome  airy  healthy  part,  and  not  in 
the  deanry  ;  which  befides,  you  know,  cannot 
but  be  a  very  improper  tiling  for  that  honfc  to 
breathe  her  laft  in.  This  I  leave  to  your  difcre- 

tion ; 
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tion  ;  and  I  conjure  you  to  burn  this  letter  imme- 
diately, without  telling  the  contents  of  it  to  any 
perfon  alive.  Pray  write  to  me  every  week,  that 
I  may  know  what  fteps  to  take  ;  for  I  am  deter- 
mined not  to  go  to  Ireland,  to  find  her  juft  dead 
or  dying.  Nothing  but  extremity  coukl  make  me 
fo  familiar  wirh  thofe  terrible  words,  applied  to 
,  fuch  a  dear  friend.  Let  her  know,  I  have  bought 
her  a  repeating  gold  watch,  for  her  eafe  in  Win- 
ter nights.  I  defigned  to  have  furprifed  her  with 
it ;  but  now  I  would  have  her  know  it,  that  (he 
may  fee  how  my  thoughts  are  always  to  make  her 
eafy.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not  a  greater 
folly,  than  to- contract  too  great  and  intimate  a 
friendfhip,  which  rauft  always  leave  the  furvivor 
miferable.  On  the  back  of  Brereton's  note,  there 
was  written,  the  account  of  Mrs  Johnfon's  fick- 
r.efs.  Pray,  in  your  next,  avoid  that  miftake, 
and  leave  the  backfide  blank.  When  you  have 
read  this  letter  twice,  and  retain  what  I  defire, 
pray  burn  it  ;  and  let  all  I  have  faid,  lye  only  in 
your  own  bread.  Pray  write  every  week.  I 
have  (till  I  know  further)  fixed  on  Auguft  the 
I5th,  to  fet  out  for  Ireland.  I  fhall  continue  or 
alter  my  meafures,  according  to  your  letters. 
Adieu. 

Pray  tell  Mr  Dobbs,  of  the  college,  that  I  re- 
ceived his  letter,  but  cannot  pofiibly  anfwer  it, 
which  I  certainly  would  if  I  had  materials.  As 
to  what  you  fay  about  promotion,  you  will  find 
it  was  given  immediately  to  Maule,  as  I  am  told  ; 

and. 
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and  I  allure  you  I  had  no  offers,  nor  would 
accept  them.  My  behaviour  to  thofe  in  power, 
hath  been  directly  contrary,  fince  I  came  here.  I 
had  rather  have  good  news  from  you,  than  Can- 
terbury, though  it  were  given  me  upon  my  own 
terms. 


LETTER      CCCLIII. 

LORD  BOLINGBROKE  to  the  Three  Yahoos  of 
Twickenham,  JONATHAN,  ALEXANDER, 
and  JOHN  *. 

Mojl  Excellent  Triumvirs  of  ParnaJJ"usy 
»T1  HOUGH  you    are  probably   very  indiffe- 

i  rent  where  I  am,  or  what  I  am  doing  ; 
yet  I  refolve  to  believe  the  contrary.  I  perfuade 
myfelf,  that  you  have  fent  at  leaft  fifteen  times 
within  this  fortnight  to  Dawley  f  farm,  and 
that  you  are  extremely  mortified  at  my  long 
filence.  To  relieve  you  therefore  from  this  great 
anxiety  of  mind,  I  can  do  no  lefs  than  write  a  few 
lines  to  you  ;  and  I  pleafe  myfelf  before-hand, 
with  the  -vaft  pleafure  which  this  epiftle  muft 
needs  give  you.  That  I  may  add  to  this  pleafure, 
and  give  you  further  proofs  of  my  beneficent 
temper,  I  will  likewife  inform  you,  that  I  fliall  be 
in  youi*  neighbourhood  again  by  the  end  of  next 

week  ; 

•  John  Gay. 

f  The  country  refidence  of  Lord  Bolingbrokc,  near  Cranford 
in  Middlefex. 
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week  ;  by  which  time  I  hope  that  Jonathan's 
imagination  of- bufinefs,  will  be  fucceeded  by  ibmc 
imagination  more  becoming  a  profefibr"  of  that 
divine  fcience,  la  bagatelle.  Adieu,  Jonathan, 
Alexander,  John  !  Mirth  be  with  you. 

From  the  Batiks  of  the  Sever  nt 
,    1726. 
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DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 

GOOD  DOCTOR,  London,  July  8,  1726. 

I  HAVE  had  two  months  of  great  uneafinefs, 
at  the  ill  account  of  Mrs  Johnfon's  health  ; 
and,  as  it  is  ufual,  feared  the  worft  that  was  pof- 
fible,  and  doubted  all  the  good  accounts  that 
were  fent  me.  I  pray  God,  her  danger  may 
warn  her  to  be  lefs  wilful,  and  more  ready  to  fall 
into  thofe  meafures  that  her  friends  and  phyfi- 
cians  advife  her  to.  I  had  a  letter,  two  days  ago, 
from  Archdeacon  Wall,  dated  fix  days  before 
your's,  wherein  he  gives  me  a  better  account  than' 
you-do  ;  and  therefore  I  apprehend  (he  had  not 
mended  fince ;  and  yet  he  fays,  he  can  honeftly  tell 
mejhe  is  noiv  much  better.  Pray  thank  the  Arch- 
deacon, and  tell  him  you  are  to  have  a  fhare  in 
this  letter  ;  and  therefore  I  will  fave  him  the 
trouble  of  another.  Tell  him  alfo,  that  I  never 

afked 
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afked  for  my  1000  1.  which  he  hears  I  have  got ; 
though  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Princefs  the  laft 
time  I  faw  her  -,  but  I  bid  her  tell  Wai  pole  *,  I 
fcorned  to  a£k  him  for  it.  But  blot  out  this  pzC- 
fage,  and  mention  it  to  no  one  except  the  ladies  ; 
becaufe  I  know  Mrs  Johnfon  would  be  pleafed 
with  it,  and  I  will  not  write  to  them  till  I  hear 
from  them  ;  therefore  this  letter  is  their's,  as  well 
as  your's.  The  Archdeacon  further  fays,  that  Mrs 
Johnfon  has  not  tafted  claret  for  feveral  months, 
but  once  at  his  houfe.  This  I  diflike.  I  cannot 
tell  who  is  the  fourth  of  your  friends,  unlefs  it 
be  yourfelf.  I  am  forry  for  your  new  laborious 
ftudies ;  but  the  beft  of  it  is,  they  will  w/  be  your 
own  another  day.  I  thank  you  for  your  new 
ftyle,  and  moft  ufeful  quotations.  I  am  only  con- 
cerned, that  although  you  get  the  grace  of  the 
houfe,  you  will  never  get  the  grace  of  the  town  ; 
but  die  plain  Sheridan,  or  Tom  at  moft,  becaufe 
it  is  a  fyllable  (horter  than  Doctor.  However,  I 
will  give  it  you  at  length  in  the  fuperfcription ;  and 
people  will  fo  wonder  how  the  news  could  come 
and  return  fo  quick  to  and  from  England,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  wind  be  fair  when  the  packet  goes 
over  ;  and  let  me  warn  you,  to  be  very  careful  in 
fending  for  your  letters  two  days  after  the  com- 
mencement. You  loft  one  poft,  by  my  being  out 
of  toxvn  ;  for  I  came  hither  to-day,  and  fhall  ftay 

three 

*  Pir  Robert  Walpole,  afterwards  Earl  of  Oxford.  He  was 
firft  Commiflioner  of  the  Treafury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
dicquer.  He  died  in  February  1744,  in  the  71  ft  year  of  his  age. 


432  DEAN    SWIFT's 

three  or  four  upon  fome  bufinefs  j  and  then,  go 
back  to  Mr  Pope's,  and  there  continue  till  Auguft, 
and  then  come  to  town,  till  I  begin  my  journey 
to  Ireland,  which  I  propofe  the  middle  of  Auguft. 
My  old  fervant*  Archy  is  here,  ruined  and  ftarv- 
ing,  and  has  purfued  me,  and  wrote  me  a  letter ; 
but  I  have  refufed  to  fee  him.  Our  friend  at  the 
caftle  writ  to  me'  two  months  ago,  to  have  a  fight 
of  thefe  papers,  &c.  of  which  I  brought  away  a 
copy.  I  have  anfwered  him,  that  whatever  pa- 
pers I  have,  are  conveyed  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther, through  nine  or  ten  hands,  and  that  I  have 
the  key.  If  he  fhould  'mention  any  thing  of  pa- 
pers in  general,  either  to  you  or  the  ladies,  and 
that  you  can  bring  it  in,  I  would  have  you  and 
them  to  confirm  the  fame  ftory,  and  laugh  at  my 
humour  in  it,  &c.  My  fervice  to  Dr  Delany, 
Dr  Helfham,  the  Grattans,  and  Jackfons.  There 
is  not  fo  defpifed  a  creature  here  as  your  friend, 
with  the  foft  verfes  on  children.  I  heartily  pity 
him. — This  is  the  firft  time  I  was  ever  weary  of 
England,  and  longed  to  be  in  Ireland  ;  but  it  is 
becaufe  go  I  muft  ;  for  I  do  not  love  Ireland  bet- 
ter, nor  England,  as  England,  worfe.  In  fhort, 
you  all  live  in  a  wretched,  dirty  dog-  hole  and  pri- 
fon ;  but  it  is  a  place  good  enough  to  die  in.  I 
can  tell  you  one  thing,  that  I  have  had  the  fairefr 
offer  made  me  of  a  fettlement  here  that  one  can 
imagine,  which,  if  I  were  ten  years  younger,  I 
would  gladly  accept,  within  twelve  miles  of  Lon- 
don, and  in  the  midft  of  my  friends.  But  I  am 

too 
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too  old  for  new  fchemes,  and  efpecially  fuch  as 
would  bridle  me  in  my  freedoms  ?nd  liberalities. 
But  fo  it  is,  that  I  muft  be  forced  to  get  home, 
partly  by  ftealth,  and  partly  by  force.  I  have 
indeed  one  temptation  for  this  Winter,  much 
ftronger,  which  is,  of  a  fine  houfe  and  garden, 
and  park,  and  wine-cellar  in  France,  to  pafs  away 
Winter  in  ;  and  if  Mrs  Johnfon  were  not  fo  out 
of  order,  I  would  certainly  accept  of  it  *  ;  and  I 
•wifh  ihe  could  go  to  Montpellier  at  the  fame  time, 
You  fee  I  am  grown  vifionary,  and  therefore  it 
is  time  to  have  done.  Adieu. 

LETTER      CCCLV. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    SHERIDAN. 


7*  '726. 

I  HAVE  your's  juft  now  of  the  ipth  ;  and 
the  account  you  give  me,  is  nothing  but 
what  I  have  fome  time  expected  with  the  utmofl 
agonies  ;  and  there  is  one  aggravation  of  con- 
ftraint,  that  where  I  am,  I  am  forced  to  put  on 
an  eafy  countenance.  It  w.is  at  this  time  the  beft 
•office  your  friendfhip  could  do,  not  to  deceive 
me.  I  was  violently  bent,  all  laft  year,  as  I  believe 
you  remember,  that  (he  fliould  go  to  Montpellier, 
or  Bath,  or  Tunbridge.  I  intreated,  if  there  was 
no  amendment,  they  might  both  come  to  Lon- 
VOL.  XV.  O  o  don. 

*  Lord  Bolingbreke  invited  the  Dean  tofpcnd  a  Winter  with 
him  at  his  houfe  in  Fiance,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Loire, 
f  This  was  \vrittea  ficm  Mr  Pope's  at  TXk 
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don.  But  there  was  a  fatality,  although  I  in- 
deed think  her  flamina  could  not  laft  much  long- 
crt  when  I  faw  {he  could  take  no  nourifhment. 
I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  greateft  event  that  can 
ever  happen  to  me  ;  but  all  my  preparations  will 
not  fuffice  to  make  me  bear  it  like  a  Philofopher, 
nor  altogether  like  a  Chriftian.  There  hath  been 
the  moft  intimate  friendftiip  between  us  from  her 
childhood  ;  and  the  greateft  merit  on  her  fide, 
that  ever  was  in  one  human  creature  towards  ano- 
ther.  Nay,  if  I  were  now  near  her,  I  would 

aot  fee  her ;  I  could  not  behave  myfelf  tolerably, 

and  fhould  redouble  her  forrow. —Judge  in 

what  a  .temper  of  mind  I  write  this. The  very 

time  I  am  writing,  I  conclude  the  faireft  foul  ia 

the  world  hath  left  its  body. Confufion  !  that 

I  am  this  moment  cali'd  down  to  a  vifitor,  when 
I  am  in  the  country,  and  not  in  my  power  to 

deny  myfelf. 1  have  paiTed  a  very  conftrained 

hour,  and  now  return  to  fay  I  know  not  what. 
I  have  been  long  weary  of  the  world,  and  fliall, 
for  my  fmall  remainder  of  years,  be  weary  of  life ; 
having  for  ever  loft  that  converfation  which  could 

only  make  it  tolerable. 1  fear,  while  you  are 

reading  this,  you  will  be  fhedding  tears  at  her  fu- 
neral. She  loved  you  well,  and  a  great  fhare  of 
the  little  merit  I  have  with  you,  is  owing  to  her 

folicitations. 1  writ  to  you  about  a  week  ago*. 

LET- 

*  Soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  Dean  went  back  to 
Ireland  ;  but  Mrs  Johnfbn  recovering  a  moderate  (late  of  health, 
lie  returned  again  to  England,  the  beginning  of  the  year  1717. 
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DR.    SWIFT    TO    MR    WOR.RAL. 

London,  dug.  6.  1726. 

AT  the  time  that  I  had  your  letter,  with  the 
bill,  (for  which  I  thank  you)  I  received 
another  from  Dr  Sheridan,  both  full  of  the  me- 
lancholy account  of  our  friend.  The  Doctor  ad- 
vifes  me  to  go  over  at  the  time  I  intended,  which 
I  now  defign  to  do,  and  to  fet  out  on  Monday  the 
1 5th  from  hence.  However,  if  any  accident  fliould 
happen  to  me,  that  you  do  not  find  me  come 
over  on  the  firft  of  September,  I  would  have  you 
renew  my  licence  of  abfence  from  the  fecond  of 
September,  which  will  be  the  day  that  my  hali- 
ye(ir  will  be  out ;  and  fince  it  is  not  likely,  that 
you  can  anfwer  this,  fo  as  to  reach  me  be- 
fore I  leave  London,  I  dcfirc  you  will  write  to 
me,  directed  to  Mrs  Kenah,  in  Chefter,  where  I 
defign  to  fet  up,  and  (hall  hardly  be  there  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight  from  this  time  ;  and  if  I  fliould 
then  hear  our  friend  was  no  more,  I  might  pro- 
bably be  abfent  a  month  or  two,  in  fome  parts  of 
Derbyflure,  or  Wales.  However,  you  need  not 
renew  the  licence  till  the  firft  of  September ;  and, 
if  I  come  not,  I  will  write  to  you  from  Chefter. 
This  unhappy  aftair  is  the  greateft  trial  I  ever  had  ; 
and  I  think  you  are  unhappy  in  having  converfed 
fo  much  with  that  perfon  under  fuch  circumftan- 
ccs.  Tell  Dr  Sheridan,  I  had  his  letter }  but  care 
O  o  2  not 
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not  to  anfvver  it.  I  wifh  you  would  give  me  your 
opinion,  at  Chefter,  whether  I  {hall  come  over  or 
no.  I  {hall  be  there,  God  willing,  on  Thurfday 
the  1 8th  inftant.  This  is  enough  to  fay,  in  my 
prefent  iltuation.  I  am,  &c. 

My  humble  fervice  and  thanks  to 
Mrs  Worral,  for  the  care  of  our 
friend,  which  I  fhall  never  for- 
get. 


LETTER      CCCLVII. 

Aug.    22,    1726". 

MANY  a  fhort  figh  you  coft  me,  the  day  I 
left  you  ;  and  many  more  you  will  coft 
me,  till  the  day  you  return,  I  really  walked  about 
like  a  man  banifhed  ;  and  when  I  came  home, 
found  it  no  home.  'Tis  a  fenfation  like  that  of  a 
limb  lopped  off;  one  is  trying  every  minute  un- 
awares to  ufe  it,  and  finds  it  is  not.  I  may  fay 
you  have  ufed  me  more  cruelly,  than  you  have 
done  any  other  man;  you  have  made  it  more 
impoffible  for  me  to  live  at  eafe  without  you. 
Habitude  itfelf  would  have  clone  that,  if  I  had 
lefs  friendfhip  in  my  nature  than  I  have.  Befldes 
my  natural  memory  of  you,  you  have  made  a  lo- 
cal one,  which  prefents  you  to  me  in  every,  place 
I  frequent.  1  {hall  never  more  think  of  Lord 
Cobham's,  the  woods,  of  Ciceter,  or  the  pleating 

-    profpect 
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profpect  of  Byberry,  but  your  idea  muft  be  joined 
with  them  ;  nor  fee  one  feat  in  my  own  garden, 
or  one  room  in  my  own  houfe,  without  a  phan- 
tom of  you,  fitting  or  walking  before  me.  I  tra- 
velled with  you  to  Chefter  ;  I  felt  the  extreme  heat 
of  the  weather,  in  the  inns,  the  roads,  the  con- 
finement and  clofenefs  of  the  uneafy  coach  ;  and 
wifhed,  a  hundred  times,  I  had  either  a  deanry  or 
a  horfe  in  my  gift.  In  real  truth,  I  have  felt  my 
foul  peevifh  ever  fince  with  all  about  me,  from  a 
warm  uneafy  defire  after  you.  I  am  gone  out  of 
myfeif  to  no  purpofe,  and  cannot  catch  you.  ///- 
hint  in  pedes  was  not  more  properly  applied  to  a 
poor  dog  after  a  hare,  than  to  me  with  regard  to 
your  departure.  I  wifh  I  could  think  no  more  of 
it,  but  lie  down  and  fleep  till  we  meet  again,  and 
let  that  day  (how  far  foever  off  it  be)  be  the  mor- 
row. Since  I  cannot,  may  it  be  my  amends,  that 
every  thing  you  wifh  may  attend  you  where  you 
are,  and  that  you  may  find  every  friend  you  have 
there,  in  the  ftate  you  wifh  him  or  her  ;  fo  that 
your  vifits  to  us  may  have  no  other  effect,  than 
the  progrefs  of  a  rich  man  to  a  remote  eftate, 
which  he  finds  greater  than  he  expected  ;  which 
knowledge  only  llrves  to  make  him  live  happier 
where  he  is,  with  no  difagreeable  profpcct,  if  ever 
he  fhould  chufe  to  remove.  May  this  be  your 
ftate,  till  it  become  what  I  wifh,.  But  indeed  I 
cannot  exprefs  the  warmth  with  which  I  wifh  you 
all  things,  and  myfeif  you.  Indeed  you  are  en- 
graved elfewhere  than  on  the  cups  you  fent  me, 

(with 
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(with  fo  kind  an  infcription),  and  I  might  throw 
them  into  the  Thames  without  injury  to  the 
gjver.  I  am  not  pleafed  with  them,  but  take 
them  very  kindly  too  :  And  had  I  fufpecled  any 
fuch  ufage  from  you,  I  jfhould  have  enjoyed  your 
company  lefs  than  I  really  did  j  for/at  this  rate, 
I  may  fay, 

Nee  lecum  poffum  *uiveret  nee  fine  te. 
I  will  bring  you  over  juft  fucli  another  prefent, 
when  I  go  to  the  deanry  of  St  Patrick's,;  which  I 
promife  you  to  do,  if  ever  I  am  enabled  to  return 
your  kindnefs.  Donarem  pater  as,  &c.  Till  then 
I'll  drink  (or  Gay  fhall  drink)  daily  healths  to 
you  ;  and  I'll  add  to  your  infcription,  the  old  Ro- 
man vow  for  years  to  come.  VOTIS  X.  VOTIS 
XX.  My  mother's  age  gives  me  authority  to 
hope  it  for  your's.  Adieu. 


LETTER      CCCLVIII. 

Sept.  3,   1726, 

YOUR's  to  Mr  Gay,  gave  me  greater  fatif- 
faction,  than  that  to  me  (though  that  gave 
me  a  great  deal) ;  for  to  hear  that  you  were  fafe 
at  your  journey's  end,  exceeds  the  account  of 
your  fatigues  while  in  the  way  to  it  :  Otherwife, 
believe  me,  every  tittle  of  each  is  important  to 
me,  which  fets  any  one  thing  before  my  eyes  that 
happens  to  you.  I  writ  you  a  long  letter,  which 
I  guefs  reached  you  the  day  after  your  arrival. 
Since  then,  I  had  a  conference  with  Sir  • — — , 

who 
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who  exprefled  his  defire  of  having  fecn  you  again 
before  you  left  us.  He  faid,  he  obferved  a  wil- 
lingnefs  in  you  to  live  among  us  ;  which  I  did 
not  deny  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  told  him,  you 
had  no  fuch  defign  in  your  coming  this  time, 
which  was  merely  to  fee  a  few  of  thofe  you  loved : 
But  that  indeed  all  thofe  wifhed  it,  and  particu- 
larly Lord  Peterborow  and  myfelf,  who  wifhed 
you  loved  Ireland  lefs,  had  you  any  reafon  to 
love  England  more.  I  faid  nothing  but  what 
I  think  would  induce  any  man  to  be  as  fond  of 
jjou  as  I,  plain  truth,  did  they  know  either  it  or. 
you.  I  can't  help  thinking  (when  I  confider  the 
whole  fhort  lift  of  our  friends)  that  none  of  them 
except  you  and  I  tre  qualified  for  the  mountains 
of  Wales.  The  Doctor  goes  to  cards.  Gay  to 
court ;  one  lofes  money,  one  lofes  his  time  :  An- 
other of  our  friends  labours  to  be  unambitious, 
but  he  labours  in  an  unwilling  foil.  One  Lady 
you  like,  has  too  much  of  France  to  be  fit  for 
Wales  :  Another  is  too  much  a  fubjecl  to  princes 
and  potentates,  to  relifh  that  wild  tafte  of  liberty 
and  poverty.  Mr  Congreve  5s  too  fick  to  bear  a 
thin  air ;  and  fhe  that  leads  him,  too  rich  to  en- 
joy any  thing.  Lord  Peterborow  can  go  to  any 
climate,  but  never  ftay  in  any.  Lord  Bathurft 
is  too  great  a  hufbandman,  to  like  barren  hills, 
except  they  are  his  own  to  improve.  Mr  Bethel 
indeed  is  too  good,  and  too  honeft,  to  live  in  the ' 
world ;  but  yet  'tis  fit,  for  its  example,  he  fliould. 
We  are  lefs  to  ourfelves  in  my  opinion,  and  may- 
live  where  we  pleafe,  in  Wales,  Dublin,  or  Ber- 
mudas : 


44* 


DEAN    S  W  I  F  T's,   &c. 


mudas :  And  for  me,  I  afTure  you  I  love  the 
•world  fo  well,  and  it  loves  me  fo  well,  that  I 
care  not  in  what  part  of  it  I  pafs  the  reft  of  my 
days.  I  fee  no  fun-fhine,  but  in  the  face  of  a 
friend. 

I  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  letter  of  your's  lately,  by 
which  I  find  you  are  (like  the  vulgar)  apter  to 
think  well  of  people  out  of  power,  than  of  people 
in.  power-,  perhaps  'tis  a  miftake,  but  however 
there's  fomething  in  it  generous.  Mr  ***  takes  it 
extreme  kindly,  I  can  perceive;  and  he  has  a 
great  mind  to  thank  you  for  that  good  opinion, 
for  which  I  believe  he  is  only  to  thank  his  ill  for- 
tune :  For,  if  I  am  not  in  an  error,  he  would 
rather  be  in  power  than  out. 

To  (hew  you  how  fit  I  am  to  live  in  the  moun- 
tains, I  will,  with  great  truth,  apply  to  inyfelf  an 
old  fentence :  "  Thofe  that  are  in,  may  abide  in, 
"  and  thofe  that  are  out,  may  abide  out :  Yet  to 
"  me,  thofe  that  are  in  fhall  be  as  thofe  that  are 
4f  out ,  and  thofe  that  are  out  -iliall  be  as  thofe 
"  that  are  in." 

I  am  indifferent  as  to  all  thofe  matters  ^  but  I 
mifs  you  as  much  as  I  did  the  firft  day,  when 
(with  a  fhort  figh)  I  parted.  Wherever  you  are, 
(or  on  the  mountains  of  Wales,  or  on  the  coaft 
of  Dublin, 

Tu  mihiy  feu  magni  fuperas  jam  faxa  Timai>it 
Sive  oram  Illyrici  legis  tequoris Jy 

I  am,  and  ever  (hall  be  your's,  &c. 
END  OF  VOL.  XV. 
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